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Appropriately for November, this has become
an edition about the remembrance of things
past. Aswemark Remembrance Sunday this
year (details on the parishwebsite) we have
much to contemplate, from the heroism and
tragedy of lives sacri�iced in con�lict to the
equally poignant losses in�licted by the
pandemic, by knife crime or simply by the
unstoppable passage of time.

It’s not all sombre, though. Among the
happiest reminiscences in these pages are
those surrounding the recent
commemoration of Kings Norton’smost
enduringly famous hero of children’s
literature, a small, blue trainwith an
endearingly expressive facewho �irst came to
life in the stories told to his children by a
curate of this parish in the 1940s. At long last,
Thomas the Tank Engine has hismemorial
plaque in St Nicolas’ Church! Read all about it
on page 28 and come and have a lookwhen
the building is open.

Whether or not you are able to �ind a turkey
this Christmas (some retailers were
reporting a 400% increase in demand in
October) youwill not go short of
opportunities to celebrate Adventwith us
this year, which runs from Sunday 28th
November until Christmas Eve. On page 17,
youwill �ind all the services and festivities
planned for December, startingwith our
Patronal Festival on 5th December. Ignore the
gloom and doommongers! Christmas ismost
certainlynot cancelled this year and you

would bewarmlywelcome
to join us at any or all of
our planned events.

Welcome EDITORIAL

David Ash



The Limits of
Protest

LARRYWRIGHT

The Revd Larry
Wright is the
Rector of
Kings Norton
Team Parish

4 November 2021

To protest is to go public with
one’s disagreements and
disapprovals of matters which
go to the heart of our sense of
justice, fairness and equity.
Protests are public, even in the
virtual public space of the
internet and social media.
Protest is costly. People’s
beliefs are exposed to public
scrutiny and comment.

In many countries protests are
illegal unless sanctioned by
the state and punishments are
severe. In the UK, protests are
part of our long history of
liberation from feudal and
royal domination and our
journey towards democratic
representation. Though
protests are associated with
politics, they may also be used
to promote human rights, anti-
war movements, better
working conditions and pay,

racial justice and, more
recently, climate change.

The earliest recorded protest
in the Bible is vividly
described in the Old Testament
book of Exodus. The Hebrews
working as labourers in the
land of Egypt are regarded
with increasing suspicion by
Pharoah. He sees them as
foreigners whose loyalty to
Egypt is uncertain and who
therefore pose a security
threat. Orders are given to
oppress the Hebrews,
increasing the demands upon
their labour until they are
more like slaves than workers.
Orders are even given to kill
their new-born males. In
protest, Moses leads a divinely
inspired rebellion which
eventually results in their
escape (exodus) from Egypt to
a promised land of their own.

The Exodus story has elements
which we would recognise
today. The ruling class fears
being overwhelmed by
foreigners, exploitation of
labour and, most shocking of
all, infanticide by the state.
The murder of innocent
children surely ranks amongst
the most terrible of crimes in
any period of history. The
plagues visited upon Pharoah’s
government are themselves
shocking in response as they
too include the death of each
�irst-born Egyptian. The Old
Testament God is here
portrayed as a God of wrath.

A protest is a public expression of
objection, disapproval or dissent
towards an idea or action, typically
a political one.
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Protest matters because it
releases our human capacities
to want to right wrongs and
stirs up our innate sense of
natural justice. The Jesus of
the Gospels is a �igure of
protest. He challenged the
political and religious
authorities of his time and
announced a kingdom “not of
this world”.

By modern standards, Jesus
might be regarded as an
idealist, a utopian who
promised a better world but
who lacked a political and
economic plan to deliver it.
This misses the point of his
message. Politics, economics,
culture, behaviour and even
attitudes are conditioned by

their time and context. Jesus’
story is of a Gospel message
uncon�ined by historic
circumstances. He proclaimed
a greater vision for the world
of humankind.

Being human and being kind is
a fundamental protest against
sel�ishness and self-
centredness in any generation.
When Jesus is reported as
saying, “Love your enemies”,
“Pray for those who persecute
you”, “Treat others as you
would wish to be treated”,
these injunctions go to the
heart of our longing to be at
peace and to live in harmony
with each other.

↑Protest
stirs up our
innate sense
of natural
justice.
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↑Many
participants in
non-violent
protest have
been killed or
injured by the
bullets and
batons of the
state.
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• What were your
grandparents like?

• What was your first boss like?

• Do you believe that people
can change? Why or why
not?

• What is your defini�on of
love?

• What do you consider to be
one of the greatest
achievements of your life?

• How did you meet John?

• What is one of the bravest
things you’ve done?

I can imagine that you are
already trying to answer some of
those ques�ons about your own
life. Some are easy, some very
emo�onal but all very cathar�c
and incredibly interes�ng to look

For my birthday this year my daughter

bought me the most amazing present

called Storyworth. Each Monday morning,

I get a ques�on to answer that documents

different aspects of my life for example:

back over the years. I can also
add photos and, at the end of
the year, it will be printed into a
hard-back book.

John and my daughter Jen have
enjoyed reading the chapters
each week and feed back to me
on any spelling or punctua�on
mistakes. They have both learnt
a lot about me that they didn’t
know and it has promoted
interes�ng discussions. I decided
to write about this because of
the latest ques�on.

This is my response but it would
be interes�ng to have your
responses too.

If you could have dinner with
anyone in the world, living or
dead, who would it be?

This is quite a difficult ques�on
to answer. First thoughts were
Elvis Presley or Bruce
Springsteen but what would I say
to them? I could ask them to
sing just for me, which would be
nice, but probably not life
changing. Then I thought about
Ghandi or Desmond Tutu, but
again I wasn’t sure what the
conversa�on would be like. I did
actually meet Desmond Tutu at
the exhibi�on centre at the NEC

CHRISTINE
ADAMS IS A
RETIRED
PHYSIO AND
HEALTH
SERVICE
MANAGER
IN MENTAL
HEALTH

CHRISTINE ADAMS



and he seems a lovely man. I
also thought about my mum or
dad as I have so many things I
want to talk to them about and
so many ques�ons I wish I had
asked. The problem is I would
probably cry all the �me at the
thought of having to say
goodbye again at the end of the
meal.

I finally decided on Jesus. I’m
sure this might be a popular
choice with many people, but I
think for me it would be a life
changer. I want to know what he
would want to talk about. I want
him to explain the difficult things
in life through stories so I can get
a be�er understanding. I want
his forgiveness for all the unkind
things I have said, the �mes
when I turned away rather than
face a difficult situa�on, any
�mes that I have made someone
else cry and his assurance that I
can become a be�er person.

I would like to talk to him about
his early life, before he was
twelve. What was home life with
Mary and Joseph like and when
did he realise that his life was
going to be so different from
that of everyone else?

I would like to ask him what he
thinks of life today with so much
emphasis on money and
belongings. What will happen to
the planet if we con�nue to
abuse it? How is he coping with
the perpetual war between
Israel and Pales�ne?

It would be a simple meal of
bread and cheese with maybe a
glass of wine but with the
emphasis on conversa�on. We
could finish with a prayer
together and a blessing. What
could be be�er?

welcome.storyworth.com

PHOTO BY THE LUMO PROJECT
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Beryl Wilkes was one of Immanuel
Church’s longstanding members, one of
the �irst people to be present at the
birth of what was known back then as
Wychall Lane Church, later renamed
Immanuel, which met in the Fairway
Day Centre close to the Wychall Farm
Estate.

I am grateful to Beryl’s family for
giving me permission to share these
memories of her publicly. They were
read aloiud by her grandson James at
her "sending home service". Our dear
sister in Christ Beryl was much loved
and is very much missed by all who
have had the privilege and blessing to
have known her.

James' Eulogy

“Beryl was born on 16th July 1922 in
Yardley to Arthur and Amy Stevens,
joining her sisters Ivy, aged 10 and
Vera aged 5. Although the youngest of
the daughters, she was the most high-
spirited and possibly the naughtiest.
She was known to torment her sisters
by lying on the tram lines on the
Coventry Road. It’s a good job the
traf�ic was very light back then! A
friendly and outgoing girl, she enjoyed

a happy childhood and was never
short of friends.

“Following school, she trained as a
Nursing Auxillary at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital and then, at 18
years old, spent 2 years at Hollymoor
Military Hospital. At around the same
time, her friend Edith introduced her
to Harold Wilkes, her husband to be, a
sailor in the Royal Navy. In 1942, they
married in the local parish church.
However, six months later, Harold was
badly injured whilst serving on the
North Atlantic Convoys to Russia. He
remained in the Navy on shore duties
until the end of the war.

“In December 1943, their daughter
Heather was born. The family lived
with Beryl’s sister Ivy until they were
allocated a prefabricated house in
Kings Norton. They lived there for 21
years until it was demolished, when
they were rehoused to Westcroft
Grove. After Beryl’s father Arthur died
in 1964, her 80-year-old mother Amy
came to live with them for 10 years. In
the early 1970’s, Amy developed the
early signs of senile dementia and had
to go into a nursing home, which
greatly upset Beryl.

Beryl Wilkes
Remembering

16 July 1922-1 Aug 2021

FAY FEARON
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“At around this time, a neighbour
invited Beryl to a church service
where Chris Copeland was the
Minister. He and members of a house
group helped her to return to her faith
after the death of her mother. Her
faith became alive and active
following a religious experience
during which she felt a wonderful
sense of peace. She became involved
with the Women's Royal Voluntary
Service, visiting and supporting
elderly people in her road. This gave
her opportunities to share her vibrant
faith. After April 1976, church
worship moved to the Day Centre on
the Fairway and became known as
Immanuel Church. Beryl attended
regularly for over 35 years and
offered her home for prayer and Bible
study.

“As a hobby, Beryl and Harold made
home-brewed wine, supplying not
only Immanuel Church with wine for
Holy Communion but family and
friends too, who were amused at the
number of demi-johns around the
house bubbling away as the wine
fermented. After Harold’s retirement,
he and Beryl enjoyed a wonderful
three-week Caribbean cruise together,
which gave themmany happy
memories. Beryl’s nursing experience
helped her in the �inal two years of
Harold’s terminal cancer, which led to
his death at the age of 63.

“Heather was nowmarried to Eric and
Beryl had a grandson, me, James. I
loved my Nan dearly from an early
age. We were all close to Nan as a
family, enjoying her weekend visits
and holidays with her in
Bournemouth. As a child, I would go

and stay with Nan in the summer
holidays. This was a real highlight of
the year for me. Together we had
numerous adventures, trips into
Birmingham to go round the markets,
museums, playgrounds and even
going �ishing. During these times
which I shared with Nan she would
fondly recall past memories. She was
able to recall events in great detail
even as her general memory faded in
her later years.

“At 91 years old, Beryl’s health had
deteriorated and it was clear that she
could no longer live alone. She then
became a resident of Warren Farm
Lodge care home where they could
provide her with living support. She
became actively involved with the life
of the home. She loved to be well
dressed and to wear her jewellery.
She was given the nickname
"Queenie" because of her resemblance
to the Queen. Her friendly and
outgoing personality caused her to be
loved by all. Beryl was thrilled when I
met and married Cathryn in 2008 and
when, three years later, we had Emma
followed by Thomas in 2015. Nan
adored her great grandchildren and
they loved to go and see her in the
care home. When they could not visit,
they would still send letters and
pictures which they had created for
her.

“Unfortunately, after a fall which
broke her hip, she was con�ined to a
wheelchair. As she aged, her mobility
gradually declined until, in late June
this year, she became bedridden. The
staff at Warren Farm provided her
with outstanding care and
compassion, far and beyond the remit
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of any care home. This was an answer
to a prayer that she should be able to
stay there until the end of her days.

“Beryl was a widow for over 35 years
and, for the most part, they were
happy and productive years. Beryl’s
friends, too many to mention by
name, were important to her. Her
friendships, once made, were for life.
She had a good sense of fun and was
loyal and very generous to everyone
she knew. Even as she aged, her faith
grew stronger. She was a woman of
great prayer and her de�ining legacy
is one of love, grace and humility."

"Then The King will say to those on His
right, 'Come, you who are blessed of
My father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation
of the world.' Matt 25:34.

“Well done, good and faithful servant!”
Matt 25:23

You are invited to

A concert of classical music

In St Nicolas’ Church on Saturday 20th Nov at 7.00 pm

Sinfonia Scintille

“First & Last”

Beethoven Symphony No.1

Haydn Symphony No.104

Conductor : Keith Slade, Leader : Charlotte Moseley

Tickets : £10 on the door
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We think of the florist as being the shop on
the high street stocked with cut flowers to be
made in to bridal bouquets or supplied for
the decoration of the local church by very
skilful arrangers.

The original florist, however, was usually a
man working in the mines and factories of
the industrial revolution who, at the end of
the day, would attend to his pride and joy,
his show flowers, and would compete on a
very local basis against other enthusiasts at
the local pub.

Sometimes, the larger horticultural shows
would have a section set aside for these
beautiful flowers. In all cases the judging
standards would be very precise indeed and

the aim was for perfection
in shape and colour.

The Border Carnation in
bewildering variety might
be grown in a small plot
with just a little protection
from the weather as they
are much hardier than the
modern day carnations
grown under glass.

Show Pansies were often
bred by the florist and
sometimes named after his
wife in the case of the best
one. The flower had to be
as near circular as possible
and colour and pattern was
judged to be very
important. Compost recipes
could be complex and
closely guarded secrets.

The Show Auricula, now
called the Exhibition
Auricula, was the aristocrat
of the florist plant family.
This very hardy member of
the Primulaceae family
needed only the provision
of shelving on the wall of
the back yard where the
individual plants in clay
pots would receive a little
protection from the rain
and snow from the shelf
above. This protection was

ADAM THE GARDENER

The Original Florists

BORDER CARNATION
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important as some of the
most sought-after varieties
would have their clear
colours set off by a ring of
glistening white powder
known as Farina. This
could be easily washed
away by the rain or
careless watering! The best
examples of plants with
symmetrical flower heads
would be displayed in a
wooden “Auricula Theatre”
probably made by the
grower and there for all to
admire, by invitation of
course.

There are still growers of
these florist's flowers and
sadly some of the oldest
varieties have been lost;
but, in some cases, they
have been replaced by
better ones so these hardy
beauties live on.

I think it's appropriate to
name the Auricula as our
plant of the month. Start
with the straight-forward
bedding varieties
sometimes known as Alpine
Auriculas. (The naming of
Auriculas can be
bewildering.) Buy named
plants which can be
propagated by offsets.
Alternatively, they are quite
easy to grow from seed if
you remember to use
ericaceous compost
(Auriculas do not like lime
in the growing medium)

and are prepared to eliminate any plants
with rather muddy-coloured flowers. If you
get a really good coloured flower you can
name it after your wife or husband!

Now would be a good time to consider our
autumn colour tree of the month, the
Liquidambar or Sweet Gum Tree, which has
palmate leaves that turn a spectacular
scarlet in the autumn. Don't forget to leave a
ring of bare soil around your tree planting
for the first three years and, in the case of
Liquidambar, avoid soils which are very
chalky; not usually a problem in the West
Midlands. Keeping a good shape for your
new tree will need a light pruning annually
in the spring, letting it get out of control and

AURICULA
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then hard pruning will result in sudden
death. I thought I'd better mention it.

November is the month for clearing out your
container plants. You can keep your compost
and use it again by loosening it with a hand
fork to let the air in and top up with fresh
compost to which can be added about a
teaspoonful of pelleted general fertiliser. It is
a good time to plant out tulip bulbs and
universal pansies to take you through to the
Spring. When they fade you can clear them
out to make way for summer flowering
beauties.

Next year, I am going to try some New
Guinea Impatiens. They prefer more
sunshine than their Busy Lizzie cousins and,
with their glossy leaves and red or pink
flowers, will flower right into the autumn.

Look out for them in the
garden centre from April
onwards.

I did promise you advice
about creating a wild flower
meadow last month but this
has turned out to be more
tricky than I thought so I am
postponing this until
December. One of the
essentials will be Yellow
Rattle. Why? See if you can
find out in the long winter
evenings. All will be
revealed in December!

Will this winter be another
mild one? With that thought,
bye for now.

NEW GUINEA IMPATIENS
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Advent & Christmas at
St Nicolas’ Church

St Nicolas’ Day Service 5th Dec at 10.30 am
Journey to the Stable 11th Dec 10.00 am - 2.00 pm
Festival of Angels 12th-24th Dec
“Come & Join In” Nativity 18th Dec at 2.00 pm
Festival of Carols 19th Dec at 4.00 pm
Night of the Stars 21st Dec at 5.00 pm
Crib Service 24th Dec at 5.00 pm
Midnight Communion 24th Dec at 11.30 pm

All held at Saint Nicolas’
Church, Kings Norton.

Events may be subject to
change or cancellation.
Latest information on the
parish website at
kingsnorton.org.uk
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Driving long distances
carrying vital supplies may
sound appealing to those who
like the idea of solitude and
being on the move. Yet our
recent report highlights
serious concerns from drivers
about their work.

We analysed hundreds of
messages from online
discussion forums and
interviewed drivers to
investigate the reality of life
on the road in a HGV.

We often saw discontentment
about a lack of work-life
balance, long, unpredictable
hours and low pay. There
were also worries about
relationships with
management and work
pressures.

The apparent shortage of
drivers has seemingly done
little to provide those who
drive HGVs with any power or
leverage. Describing the
culture in the industry, one
person said: “Drivers have
their place. They can’t
complain, they can’t do
anything.”

And many took issue with
claims of a shortage in the
first place. One explained:

“It’s a lie to get more people in
so the hourly rate can go
lower. It’s a con. If there’s a
shortage of drivers, every
company would be fighting for
drivers [with offers of better
pay]. It’s not happening.”

Another agreed, saying the
situation “forces drivers to

AKILAH JARDINE

HGV Drivers
A shortage of lorry drivers in the UK has been
blamed for queues at petrol stations and warnings
of supermarket shortages. As a result, some
companies have reportedly been trying to attract
drivers with signing up bonuses and substantial
pay rises. But what is the job really like?
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compete amongst themselves” because some employers
offer such low wages. The implied message was, according
to this driver: “If you don’t want to work for this money,
we’ll find other people who do.”

Commenting on the competition for work, another
admitted:

“I’m doing all sorts of strange shifts because if I don’t do it
someone else will get my shifts. I’ll go to work and drive
even if I feel like I haven’t slept enough.”

One participant who agreed there were shortages offered
this explanation: “There’s a shortage of drivers because
the industry is living in the past. Look at the way people
are treated. People are leaving right away.”

The treatment of drivers came up frequently in our study,
which revealed displeasure with high levels of
surveillance and scrutiny. As well as tachographs, which
monitor routes and journey times, many lorries have
cameras fitted which film both the exterior of the vehicle
and the interior of the driver’s cabin. While these devices
can ensure legal driving hours are not exceeded and
record accidents on the road, many felt they were used as
tools of micro-management.

One explained: "The route is analysed to the nth degree by
somebody sitting in an office. Why did you turn left at that
junction and why didn’t you go straight on? Why have you
done this, why have you gone that way, why were you late
getting there?"

Another said: “What makes this job miserable is that I feel
like I’m always being watched.”

Others complained that the unpredictable shifts and long
hours were incompatible with any kind of work-life
balance.

One commented: “We don’t have a social life. Most lorry
drivers are the same. They’re either working away all
week or they work very long hours during the day so
when they get home, they’re too tired to do anything else.”

AKILAH JARDINE
IS THE VISITING
FELLOW IN
ANTISLAVERY
BUSINESS AT
THE UNIVERSITY
OF
NOTTINGHAM
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Another said of drivers: “Their marriages are breaking
down, their relationships are breaking down. A lot of them
don’t see their children or their grandchildren.”

One told us how he was missing out on his childrens’
development, saying, "I don’t go to no parents evenings, I
don’t go to no Christmas shows, no plays. I don’t see
nothing. I don’t pick the kids up from school."

Concerns around pay were common. As the sector is
highly competitive with low profit margins, many workers
believed that wages are kept low to reduce overall costs.

One argued that there were plenty of drivers with licences
who chose not to work in the sector, saying, “We’re not
50,000 drivers short. We’re actually short of 50,000
people that want to work at minimum wage. They’re just
fed up with it.”

While our report reflects personal experiences and
perspectives, it also provides an insight into the reality of
working in a sector that affects all consumers. While
Brexit and COVID-19 may have fuelled the driver shortage,
there are deeper underlying problems which need to be
addressed.

HGV drivers are a vital part of the economy, and more
needs to be done to ensure they are supported. This starts
with listening to workers’ experiences and concerns. As
one driver remarked, “Government investment in
overseeing the health and welfare of the industry itself is
non-existent. They don’t take the trouble to go and speak
to drivers – nobody does.”

This article is republished from The Conversation under a
Creative Commons license.

PHOTO BY İSMAIL ENES AYHAN
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If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the Parish
Website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alterna�vely, please ask ques�ons at the Parish
Office, which is open between 10.00 am and 1.00 pm, Monday to Friday.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU • parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk
0121 458 3289 • www.facebook.com/kingsnortonteam

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector................................................................................... The Revd Larry Wright

Assistant Rector................................................................... The Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu

Parish Lay Minister ...................................................................................Pauline Weaver

Honorary Assistant Priest ............................................................. The Revd Jayne Crooks

Methodist Minister........................................................................... The Revd Nick Jones

Lay Readers ........................... David Ash, Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman, Parisa Pordelkhaki

Lay Preacher ................................................................................................. Steve Wright

Music Minister................................................................................................... Sylvia Fox

Pastoral Care Advisor ................................................................................... Susan Farrell

Pastoral Care Team Coordinator................................................... The Revd Jayne Crooks

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church........................................................................... Peter Hay & Julie Hill

Hawkesley Church .............................................................................................Jim Clarke

Immanuel Church ........................................................................................... Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary...............................................................Judy Ash

Ac�ng Finance Officer .......................................................................................Simon Hill

Verger and Groundskeeper ...................................................................... Shane Williams

Safeguarding Coordinator ...................................................................... Anne�e Dickers

Regular Giving .............................................................................. The Revd Jayne Crooks

Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837)............................................................. Alison Blumer

YOUR PARISH CHURCH
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W e are a Church of England Parish serving all in
Kings Norton through St Nicolas’ Parish Church,

and, in partnership with the Methodist Church, through
Hawkesley Church, meeting in the Primary Academy.

1st Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (Children’s ac�vity : Muddy Church)
12.00 Bap�sms
6.00 pm Taizé Prayer

3rd Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (Children’s ac�vity : Godly Play)
12.00 Bap�sms
6.00 pm Evening Worship

2nd Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Sung Ma�ns (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Morning Praise for All Ages (Child-friendly)
6.00 pm Holy Communion with Anoin�ng & Prayer for Healing

4th Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Holy Communion with Choir (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Outdoor Service in St Nicolas’ Churchyard (Child-friendly)
6.00 pm Compline (Night Prayer)

5thSunday of the Month
10.30 am United Service

All services are held at St Nicolas’ Church. For further details, see the
weekly newsletter on the Parish Website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists to be a
worshipping, transforming partnership in Christ, to live

out God’s radical hospitality for all and to be equipped for
work in God’s world
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November is traditionally a
time associated with
remembrance. On All Souls'
Day, we remember those we
know who have died. On
Remembrance Sunday, we
commemorate those who
have died in conflict. It is a
time of reflection and
memory, particularly this year,
following a pandemic during
which we may not have been
able to say goodbye in the
way we usually would.

This year, I would ask that we
also remember all of those
who have died as a result of
knife crime, especially those
in our own parish. A young
man from Kings Norton was
recently stabbed and died
from his injuries. Two young
men have been charged with
his murder.

That makes three families
whose lives have been
devastated by violent crime.
It is a very stark reminder that
knife crime isn’t just
something that happens
elsewhere. It is happening

here. On our streets. To
people in our community.

Strangely, unlike other recent
murders, this one doesn’t
seem to have sparked
outrage. There haven’t been
protests and newspaper
headlines. I’ve not heard
politicians asking questions or
demanding answers.

But from the young there has
been a quiet dignity in
response. They have
gathered together to pay
their respects with flowers,
balloons and candles. I
stopped to pay my own
respects and was deeply
moved by the atmosphere, by
the deep sense of grief, by the
silence and the tears, the
friendship of these young
people.

But I think that we should be
outraged. Knife crime is
killing young people. It is
happening here, where we
live. I think we should be
asking questions of our
police, our politicians, our
community leaders. We

PAULINE IS
THE LAY
MINISTER AT
ST NICOLAS’
CHURCH,
KINGS
NORTON

Is the carrying of knives by our young people now seen as
normal? Why aren’t we outraged when they kill each other?

PAULINEWEAVER

Dying from Knife Crime
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should also be talking to our
young people, no matter who
they are, children,
grandchildren, nephews and
nieces, young people we work
with or teach, reminding them
of the consequences of
carrying a knife, reminding
them of how to stay safe.
Encouraging them to talk
about the issue honestly and
openly.

I said to a group of teenagers
recently that I was scared that
this latest incident could have
been one of them and that I
didn’t want to have to attend
the funeral of any one of
them. Sometimes plain
talking is needed.

I also heard of another young
person whose bike was

stolen. He said that he could
have given chase but he
wasn’t sure if the person who
had taken the bike was
carrying a knife or weapon of
some sort. He didn’t try and
retrieve the bike. A very
sensible and safe approach
and not necessarily one that
everyone would have taken.
Bikes can be replaced. People
can’t.

I say all this not to frighten
but to encourage you to talk
and pray about knife crime, its
victims and its perpetrators
during this season of
remembrance. To be
outraged, to ask difficult
questions and to have difficult
conversations. To be safe and
to help others to be safe too.

▲KNIFE CRIME
ISN’T JUST
SOMETHING
THAT HAPPENS
ELSEWHERE. IT’S
HAPPENING
HERE, IN KINGS
NORTON.

PHOTO BY MARKUS SPISKE
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A plaque, located in the South
Aisle, was unveiled in
commemoration of the
Reverend Wilbert Awdry, who
created Thomas while he was a
curate at the church during the
SecondWorld War. The
dramatically-styled black and
gold plaque incorporates a
sculptured image in relief of
Thomas himself. Permission to
create the image was granted
by Mattel, the American toy
giant, which now owns the
rights to the "Thomas and
Friends" brand, currently valued
at $1 billion.

The tribute was unveiled by the
Revd Awdry’s daughter Mrs
Veronica Chambers,
accompanied by other members
of the Awdry family, together
representing three different
generations. Attendees at the
ceremony ranged from local
people, now in their nineties,
who remember his time at the

church, to local schoolchildren
for whom Thomas is still a great
favourite.

The commemorative plaque
was the idea of Kings Norton’s
Team Rector, the Revd Larry
Wright. “When I came to the
parish a few years ago, I would
often meet people of all ages
who were looking for some sort
of tribute to the Revd Awdry,”
he explains: “But there wasn’t
anything specific and we
thought it was important to
meet that need.” The plaque
was produced by Kings Heath
memorial specialists Bellamy &
Waterhouse.

Many Kings Norton people
know that the continuing
appeal of Thomas, now a major
international business with toys,
books, TV series, DVDs and
feature films, had the humblest
of origins. Wilbert, who was
born in Hampshire in 1911, never

MICHAEL KENNEDY

Thomas the Tank Engine

MICHAEL
WRITES
REGULARLY
ON LOCAL
HISTORY

Honouring the creator of

The second Saturday in October was a memorable day for St
Nicolas’ Church, highlighting its role in an internationally
significant, but also rather homely and delightful story: the
creation of Thomas the Tank Engine.
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intended his stories to be
published. In fact, in his church
house at the lower end of
Westhill Road, he started to
think them up during 1942
simply to cheer up his two-year-
old son Christopher, who had a
prolonged stay in bed with
measles. Living not far from
Kings Norton Station, they
loved hearing the wartime
trains at the nearby railway
yards.

Like lots of parents, he initially
improvised his stories through
his own imagination and never
even noted them down until
Christopher asked him to tell
them again. “Like all children,

Christopher wanted to hear
stories repeatedly with exactly
the same detail,” explained his
sister Veronica. So Wilbert
started to make notes, although
they were only written on
scraps of paper. It was only
when his wife Margaret
prompted him that he
approached potential publishers
in 1943, initially with those same
notes. The first stories were
published in 1945 and, by the
timeWilbert left Kings Norton in
1946, his characters were on the
way to becoming world famous.

It seems that he was always too
modest to talk about his
creation, even though the

▲THE NEW
PLAQUE IN
THE SOUTH
AISLE

▼AWDRY
COURT IN ST
NICOLAS’
GARDENS IS
NAMED
AFTER
THOMAS’
CREATOR

PHOTO BY DAVID ASH
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stories were beginning to be
successful nationally at least a
year before he left Kings Norton
in 1946. One of the attendees at
the unveiling was Philip
Haycock, who is in one of the
few pictures that exist of the
curate and author during his
time at Kings Norton, a picture
of the Choir and Servers outside
the West Door in 1944 (above).
“The Revd Wilbert was such a
gentle, quiet presence,” said
Philip. “He never spoke about
his stories. Their success was
rather a surprise to all his
parishioners.”

Another attendee who knew
the family was Jean Dewey,
who remembers taking young
Christopher Awdry to school on
a regular basis. Both Jean and
Philip were very warmly

received at the recent event by
Wilbert’s daughter Veronica and
her family, who were thrilled to
hear their reminiscences.

Talking about the appeal of
Thomas, the Revd Larry Wright
commented, "The Christian
faith is full of great stories,
whether it's the epic stuff in the
Old Testament or Jesus'
parables in the New Testament.
The world loves a good story
and the tales about Thomas are
also excellent in their own way.
I hope people will come and
have a look at the memorial
plaque and remind themselves
that this wonderful story all
began here".

The Revd Awdry's daughter
Veronica underlined the
development of the stories

▲THE REVD
WILBERT
AWDRY (4TH

FROM LEFT)
IN 1944
DURING HIS
CURACY AT ST
NICOLAS’
CHURCH,
SEATED
BESIDE
CANON T.
DUNN
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from their humble beginnings.
“When we (Christopher,
Veronica and their sister Hilary)
were younger, we didn’t think
anything too much about it all.
Our parents and were basically
ordinary people,” she
explained, “but as you get older
you realise how important these
stories are to children of all
ages. You meet grandparents
and grandchildren who love the
characters and have developed
contact with steam engines
they wouldn't have had before.
You realise how important and
far-reaching it is internationally
as well."

Many steam enthusiasts believe
that, without the Thomas
stories, the thriving steam train
heritage business would never
have grown to its current
significance.

The event was captured by the
media. BBC TV previewed it and
Central TV, part of the ITV
network, attended the event
with a camera. Central TV
broadcast a full report on the
event the following Monday. A
video of the report was
distributed on the itv.com
website so that it could be seen
by an international audience.

The plaque was originally going
to be installed in 2020, eighty
years after the the Revd Awdry
accepted his post at St Nicolas’
Church, but the Covid pandemic
delayed the process.

Much more information about
Wilbert’s time at St Nicolas’
Church can be found in his
biography "The Thomas the Tank
Engine Man" by Brian Sibley,
published in 2015 by Lion Books.

▼THE
UNVEILING
OF THE
PLAQUE BY
MEMBERS OF
WILBERT
AWDRY’S
FAMILY

PHOTO BY MICHAEL KENNEDY
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The opening words of Luke’s gospel,
addressed to the unknown Theophilus, states
the author’s intention. The name Theophilus,
by the way, means Beloved by God. It was
both a given name and an honorary title
amongst learned Jews and Romans. "Most
excellent" may suggest a high ranking official.

Luke’s beautiful account and his perspective
on the life of Jesus is based on good
authority from observers who had seen and
could testify to the stories which Luke

recounts. Luke also uses
legal language such as
"delivered to us" and
"eyewitnesses", reinforcing
the truth of his narrative.

Luke was a Gentile, a Greek
physician, a companion of
Paul on some of his
missionary journeys, and an
inspired writer. He focuses
particularly on the
compassionate Jesus, and
includes some of the most
moving parables such as the
Good Samaritan and the
Prodigal Son. He
emphasises poverty, prayer
and purity of heart, which

THELMA MITCHELL

ST LUKE’S GOSPEL

THELMA MITCHELL IS LEAD
CHAPLAIN AT BOURNVILLE

COLLEGE

"Inasmuch as many have undertaken
to compile a narrative of the things
which have been accomplished
amongst us, just as they were
delivered to us by those who from
the beginning were eyewitnesses and
ministers of the word, it seemed
good to me also, having followed all
things closely for some time past, to
write an orderly account to you,
most excellent Theophilus, that you
may know the truth concerning the
things of which you have been
informed."
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would appeal to the Greeks,
his main audience. Luke also
wrote the book of Acts,
which follows on directly.
The feast day of St Luke is
celebrated in October and
he’s the patron saint of
doctors, physicians and
artists.

Luke sets out clearly his
intention for writing in
these first verses of his
gospel, as do Matthew,
Mark and John. The opening
verses of the four Gospels
are worth reading again and
again, including the
genealogies in Matthew.
Like all good theses, they
sum up what is to follow,
what they are going to
claim, their conclusion as to
who this Jesus of Nazareth
is.

Mark gets right down to
business with the baptism
of Jesus by his cousin, John
the Baptist. His account
teases us throughout. Is
Jesus the Messiah or not?
His first words hint at what
he is going to conclude. It is
written for those who are
not sure. Try reading it in
one go, as a mystery story,
as if you had no idea of the
ending.

Matthew is primarily
appealing to a Jewish male
readership. The use of an
initial genealogy was

common practice in Jewish writing, a
presentation of credentials. Jesus here is
presented as a direct descendent of
Abraham, the father of the Jews, through
David, who is an ancestor of Joseph. Seven is
a number of perfection in Judaism, thus Jesus
in the genealogy is six times perfection.
Joseph and the Magi are the centre of his
account of the nativity story.

John goes right back to Genesis in his
opening words, "In the Beginning God". He
uses the Greek term, Logos, which can be
translated as "reason", which would appeal
to the Greeks, or "wisdom", which would
appeal to the Jews. For Christians the Logos
is the revelation of the incarnate Son of God,
the Word of God, present in creation and
now in the flesh.

Luke holds women and children in high
regard. Women figure more prominently in
Luke’s Gospel than in any other, with an
extended story of the Virgin birth and stories
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of Mary, Elizabeth and the woman considered
a sinner. Mary’s song, in chapter one, after
the momentous visit of the Angel Gabriel,
which begins "My soul magnifies the Lord" is
a version of Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel
chapter 2. Women in first century society,
while sharing some equality in the home,
enjoyed much lower status than men overall.
They were marginalised, had no inheritance
rights and could be divorced on a whim.
Either way they were tainted and left to find
means of support, usually by begging or
prostitution.

Luke also understands
parental worry, such as that
over an epileptic child in
chapter 9. Only Luke includes
an account of Jesus as a
child, aged 12, accompanying
his parents on the required
pilgrimage from Nazareth to
the Temple in Jerusalem for
Passover. From Nazareth to
Jerusalem is about 90 miles,
a journey which takes the
traveller over mountains and
rough terrain, dangerous and
onerous. Mary and Joseph
have to return to Jerusalem
to find him. He’s discussing
scripture authoritatively with
the temple teachers, with no
thought about being left
behind or worrying his
parents.

Luke constantly reminds us
throughout the gospel about
how Mary feels as she
ponders in her heart these
occasions. In Judaism, only
women committed adultery,
yet Jesus welcomes the
woman described as a
"sinner" – a prostitute – who
anoints his feet with precious
ointment in chapter 7. We
read of the raising of the
daughter of Jairus, the
healing of the woman who
touches the hem of his
garment.

Now the season of Advent is
almost here, a sacred time of
watching and waiting for the
return of Jesus as Christ, as
well as of the celebration of
His birth. Christmas cards will
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begin arriving, some with
images of Nativity scenes. In
Luke's account there are no
wise men or star, which are
in Matthew's Gospel. Then
again, Matthew doesn't
mention mangers, stables or
shepherds. These are
complementary accounts,
which are often put together
in the imagery of the Nativity
of Jesus. Luke places Mary
centre stage. His account
glows with choirs of angels.
This baby is the Divine one,
revealing the Glory of the
Lord.

Then there are shepherds,
the rough outsiders who
work seven days a week,
living outside temple and
synagogue worship. Through
the shepherds, Gentiles (non-
Jews) are included in the
message of the Kingdom of
God. The good news of the
birth of the Messiah is for all
humankind. There’s even a
description of the birth, for
goodness sake! What Jewish
or Greek male wants to read
about that? Women’s stuff!
Mary and Joseph have
travelled from Nazareth to
Bethlehem, to the family
home of Joseph, a
descendant through Ruth of
the mighty King David. To call
a sudden census was typical
of Roman officials, to keep
the occupied populace
always on edge, and remind
them of where the power
lies.

We all remember that there was "no room at
the inn". This is actually more literal than is
often assumed. Inns consisted of courtyards,
rather like the cloisters of a cathedral, partly
covered, partly in the open. There would be
an open fire in the middle, travellers with their
families and servants trying to grab a place
under cover, yet near the fire, open cooking
pots, animals, noise, smoke, smells,
confusion. Luke presents the case so movingly
for dignity, privacy and security for women
giving birth. A barn for the animals is the best
the innkeeper can offer, a feeding trough for a
baby bed, with hints back to the birth and the
hiding of baby Moses in a basket in the
bullrushes, a story the readers would know so
well.

The wrapping of the child in swaddling bands
was standard practice for a new-born. The
baby was massaged with olive oil and
wrapped tightly with strips of cloth by the
attending women, to ensure the limbs stayed
straight and firm. This Divine baby is also as
human as each child born into this world.

As we delve further, there are so many
wonders to be unravelled and revealed. Enjoy
reading the Gospel according to Luke, and the
mighty follow-on Book of Acts all year round.
As Advent approaches, try reading and re-
reading the opening verses of all four Gospels.
The writers sum up in their introductions the
truths of the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ that "you might know the truth".

Next month, I’ll recount more childhood
memories from my friend Kevin Murray, of an
Australian Christmas in the 1940’s. The
dreaded pandemic, which I’ve avoided writing
about studiously for two months, may raise its
ugly head as well. In the meantime, let’s
"Prepare, prepare the way of the Lord", that
the glory of God may once more be revealed
in all its fullness.
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The care sector is struggling
to recruit and retain staff, as
England enters the next phase
of its COVID-19 recovery. So
why are care workers leaving
the sector in droves, and
what can be done to bring
them back?

Skills for Care (an
independent charity partnered
with the Department of
Health and Social Care in
England) has reported that
staff vacancy rates for adult
social care in England have
now risen above pre-
pandemic levels, and may
soon reach record-high
figures.

Levels of staff sickness nearly
doubled during 2020-21 and
there were an average of
105,000 daily social care
vacancies (about 6.8% of the
sector) in England between
April and August 2021,
according to the report.

Before the pandemic, there
were concerns that demand
for adult social care in the UK

was beginning to outstrip
availability. This was largely
due to the impact of low pay
and overwork on recruitment
and retention and, in turn, on
the quality of care.

News coverage of care work
focused on poor working
conditions, such as the
number of care workers on
“zero hours” contracts, where
an employer is not obliged to
offer the employee a
minimum number of hours.
High turnover and employee
exhaustion from
compensating for staff
shortages were also a
concern.

These issues have been
exacerbated recently by
mandatory vaccines for staff
working in care homes and
the impact of Brexit on the
ability to recruit from the EU.
The ageing UK population
has also resulted in more
people requiring care.

Additionally, the recent cut to
universal credit will cause

ELEANOR JOHNSON

CARE WORKERS
Why are they leaving?
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RESEARCHES
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UNIVERSITY
OF BRISTOL
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many care workers to face the
biggest drop in their income
since 2010.

Care workers are often asked
why, if their working
conditions are so poor and
they are offered so little
financial reward or
recognition, do they continue
to care? Social care
researchers have long argued
that workers will be more
willing to accept a lower
wage if they consider the
work itself to be rewarding or
fulfilling.

I found this to be the case in
my own research on care
workers at “Oakwood”, a
high-cost residential care
home for older people in
England (the name of care
home has been changed).

The training manuals and
videos shown to workers
during their induction
reinforced the idea that
workers who acted on their
“natural”, altruistic
motivations would find the
work rewarding. The
company handbook described
“the feeling that you are
making a difference in so
many lives” as the best
benefit of working for the
company.

In interviews, new carers told
me the role would allow them
to express their philanthropic
nature and realise their true

self. One person described
care work as offering “that
double whammy…a career
and job satisfaction as well”.
Experienced care workers
also described the
“fulfilment” and “satisfaction”
they felt when “going home
exhausted” or when leaving
care recipients “happy,
smiling [and] reassured”.

I also found that some care
providers were aware that if
care workers gained
satisfaction from their job
they, as employers, could
justify lower pay. This was
clear when Oakwood’s CEO
explicitly referred to hugs
from care recipients and
“thank yous” from their
families as employee benefits,
what he called a “second
paycheque”. Care workers
appraised their work
performance in terms of
whether they gained a sense
of personal worth or gratitude
from their clients or their
clients’ families.

If the moral currencies of
hugs and thank yous were
previously working as a
sticking plaster for low pay
and long hours, why are care
workers now leaving their
jobs in greater numbers?

One reason may be the
COVID safety measures that
have placed physical barriers
between care workers and
those they care for. Some care
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workers have said that measures like wearing PPE, social
distancing and an absence of visitors to care homes are
damaging morale.

In my ongoing research, I am hoping to find out more
about the pandemic has altered the close, intimate
relationships between care workers and older people,
which previously allowed some care workers to find
dignity and reward in their work.

One care home worker told me that short staffing and
increased paperwork during the pandemic has resulted in
less time to interact with people receiving care, and to
“make a difference to their day”.

Another worker said she may soon leave the care sector, in
part because she now receives “no thank you at the end of
shift, when you’ve killed yourself to make sure your
residents are 100 [percent]”.

Others have described feeling less valued and respected
than their NHS counterparts, who were more often
described as “heroes” during the pandemic.

Relying on and taking advantage of care workers’ altruism
in place of offering them appropriate wages was never
ethical. But now that care workers feel undervalued in
terms of both financial reward and emotional recognition,
it is unsurprising that many are seeking employment
elsewhere.

If we are to encourage care workers to stay in their roles,
as well as filling the estimated 490,000 additional social
care jobs needed by 2035, we need to improve conditions
of work.

The staff shortage will only be solved by showing care
workers that we appreciate what they do, not just in hugs,
thank yous and claps, but with higher wages, job security,
and proper employment contracts.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a
Creative Commons license

PHOTO BY GERT STOCKMANS
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Men’s Group
You are invited to the launch

of the Kings Norton

at 7.30 pm on Thursday 4th November at St Nicolas’ Church

Refreshments will be provided. The group will meet once a month, except
in December and August, and will provide a mixture of speakers, visits and
socialising in a relaxed atmosphere. The day of the week will vary to offer

as much variety as possible.

Please let the Parish Office know if you are planning to attend.

Do you need to talk to
someone about a
safeguarding issue?

The parish’s Safeguarding
Officer is Annette Dickers.
You can contact her via
the Parish Office on 0121
458 3289.

You will find our
safeguarding policy and
further contact
information on the parish
website.
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One dark, wet and chilly night in 1997 at 11.00
pm the Peninsular and Oriental (P&O) Steam
Navigation Company's groundbreaking liner
"Canberra" set out on her last voyage. Just a
handful of spectators waved from the
wharfside. There was no publicity at all.

This was all in contrast to the thousands of
people who had waved the "Great White
Whale" off to the Falkland Islands in 1982 and
the tremendous welcome home to
Southampton at the end of the campaign. The
ship was now a ghost vessel with a small crew
to take it to the breakers' yard in Pakistan.

As the ship moved slowly down the Solent, the
Isle of Wight ferry sounded her whistle as a
goodbye. When Canberra eventually reached
the destination where ships are beached to be
dismantled she ran aground over a mile from
the shore. I like to think that the old girl did not
want to go at all. Anyway, the demolition
workers had to board her by boat in order to
dismantle her heavy machinery and lighten the
ship so that she would float higher in the
water.

When it was time for the skeleton crew who
had sailed her out from England to leave, the
ship's lifeboats were used to get ashore. As
that crew flew home together, one of them
took a photograph through the window of the
plane from several thousand feet up. In it you
can see the barren coastline and a small white
object floating off shore. The last goodbye to a

Farewell to the CanberraF C
EDDIE MATTHEWS

Eddie
remembers
the passing of
an old friend
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wonderful ship. I think
everybody had moist eyes that
day.

Many of the tales I have told in
this magazine relate to the
seven years I spent on board
the Canberra, including
memories of the two months I
spent in Belfast in 1961 at the
Harland & Wolff shipyard, the
biggest in the world at the
time. I have never forgotten
the eventful maiden voyage of
that year nor my other
recollections of the time I
spent aboard.

If you're interested, there are
several videos on YouTube
about the liner, her life and her
final destination. You might
start with P&O's
comprehensive and moving
one hour documentary
"Canberra - A Berth in History",
which begins with rousing
scenes of her return to Britain
in 1982 (bit.ly/3mSOXcg).

Oh dear, I am beginning to feel
sad myself. Life must go on
whatever happens, regardless
of our present troubles.

▲A STEWARD
SERVES A
PASSENGER ON
THE CANBERRA
IN THE EARLY
1960S

A STILL FROM THE FILM “CANBERRA - A BERTH IN HISTORY” © P&O
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE
The contents of this magazine are
copyright © Kings Norton Team Parish
2021 and may not be reproduced in any
form without the written permission of
the Editor. The views, opinions and
comments expressed in these pages are
not necessarily those of the editorial
team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish
Ministry Team or its staff. Material
submitted for publication must be
accompanied by the name and contact
details of the provider including an
email address if available. When
possible, submissions will be produced
in full, but the Editor reserves the right
to make changes. If content submitted
for publication contains quotations
from other sources, the written
permission of the copyright holder to
reprint it must be supplied.
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