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Necessity, they say, is themother of invention.
Opening the doors of the church to all comers on
Easter Sunday is, for Christians, a necessity.
Without the Resurrection there is no Christian
faith. No occasion could bemore central to the
church's life and purpose. Sowhat do you dowhen
a pandemic places a legal limit on the numbers
allowed to enter a church building? You improvise.
This year, as you can see on our front cover, that
meant gathering to celebrate Easter in a graveyard
which, when you think about it, is a deeply
symbolic act. Thiswas not the �irst open-air
service to be held at St Nicolas' and itwon't be the
last; but it raises some interesting questions about
the visibility and accessibility of the Christian
community; about taking thewalls off the church,
the better to communicatewhatwe are here for.
Could the scenes pictured on p.19 and described
on p.22 becomemore common in future aswe
discern theway forward after the pandemic? Is
this one of the lessonswe'remeant to be learning?

Learning is partlywhat this issue seems to be
about: fromhistory (p.4), fromnature (p.12&
p.36), from experience (p.16) and not least from
the example of extraordinary dedication offered by
His Royal Highness theDuke of Edinburgh,whose
losswemark on page 8. There can be few readers
of thismagazinewho have knownBritainwithout
his steady presence at TheQueen's side. His
passing signals, as Jonathan Spangler explains, the
end of an era. His absencewill inevitablymakeHer
Majesty's Platinum Jubilee, due to be celebrated in
just over a year's time, amore poignant affair than
itwould otherwise have been.Whether Kings

Norton turns out to celebrate
it with the gusto onwhich
Catherine Taylor reports on
p.20 remains to be seen.

Welcome EDITORIAL

David Ash



History Lessons
WHAT, IF ANYTHING, does history
teach us? If we do not learn its
lessons, are we doomed to repeat
it? Larry Wright digs for the truth
beneath the clichés.

LARRYWRIGHT

The Revd Larry
Wright is the
Rector of
Kings Norton
Team Parish

4 May 2021

One of the best-known
quotations of the inventor and
entrepreneur Henry Ford is,
"History is bunk.” Oddly
enough, he never said exactly
that but he did say something
along those lines many times
during his life. Another well-
known quotation about the
value (or otherwise) of
history originates from the
thinking of George Santayana,
who died in 1952. He wrote,
"Those who cannot remember
the past are condemned to
repeat it."

Ford argued that we must look
forward not backwards and
“make our own history” as we
progress. For an inventor and
innovator this attitude is
understandable. He was not a
well-educated man but,
interestingly, towards the end
of his life, he actually built a
history museum to
commemorate himself and his
achievements. Maybe he
changed his mind about
history when he realised what

an important historical �igure
he’d become.

Winston Churchill is credited
with saying, “History is
written by the victors.” It's
another easy aphorism, which
casts doubt on the objectivity
of historical study and facts.
The American author and poet
Maya Angelou wrote, “History,
despite its wrenching pain,
cannot be unlived; but if faced
with courage, need not be
lived again.”

As someone with a keen
interest in history, I’ve been
fascinated by recent debates
regarding the way history is
being taught in our
educational establishments
and the associated movement
to adopt a more critical
approach to historical �igures
if they are associated with
practices or behaviour which,
by modern standards, are
viewed as shameful.

Whichever of the above four
quotations ring true for you,
we are the product of our own
personal, social and national
history; or as some else once
said, “People don’t make
history, they are made by
history.” In other words,
everyone ever born has been
born into a historical and
cultural context which will
shape their lives more than
anything else. This will
include language, colour of
skin, inherited beliefs and
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family make up. We are also
subject to the political and
economic forces acting upon
us throughout our lives, forces
over which we may have little
control.

Judging previous generations
by modern standards raises
more questions than it
answers. How we are living
now will also be the subject of
historical study by future
generations. What will they
say about us? How will we be
judged by the standards of
their day? Maybe, it doesn’t
matter as we won’t be here;
but our memorials, our
legacies will shape those
future generations as we have
been shaped by our heritage.

One aspect of Western history
which has changed
dramatically in the last 100 or
so years is the loss of a
widespread regard for a
Christian view of history. A
history dominated by the
belief in a supreme God who
was controlling our history,
present and future, and
bringing it ultimately to a
universal climax. The church
is the steward and protector
of this belief system and
individuals continue to �ind
assurance and faith in the
guiding hand of God in their
lives. Such an overarching
view of history, and of the
future under God, is no longer
attractive or plausible to
millions in Western countries,

which leaves those who still
believe in a God of time and
space in a minority. Those
who have rejected such a
belief are left with the various
secular theories about which
forces are shaping our history.
All such theories are based
upon the understanding that
what humankind achieves for
itself, how it develops and
what its destiny is can be
determined by reason and
science, with no need to refer
to a God.

In the last century, Communist
states were determined to

↑We have
been shaped
by our heritage
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erase Christianity from their
countries and to set a new
“Year Zero” in which history
would begin with their seizure
of power. These regimes
wanted only science and
materialism to matter. The
leaders of the French
Revolution similarly
eradicated as much
Christianity as they could and
instead imposed the
glori�ication of secular
virtues. Thy even altered the
calendar as a way of starting a
new historical period for
themselves.

All these regimes have gone
and the Western story of
Christian civilisation has
reasserted itself as the one
which continues to shape and
inspire our culture and values.

Interestingly, the most
successful Western nation of
the modern period, America,
began its independence with
explicit reference to God as
the divine authority under
which it was to prosper.

Christian church history is
riddled with its own
reprehensible episodes.
Judged by today’s standards,
Western Christianity has
much to repent of. These
shameful episodes say more
about the institution charged
with proclaiming the message
than about the message itself.
The Church continues to falter
and fall short. Yet, almost
despite the church, something
of the original message of
Jesus Christ continues to
attract millions, a message for

↑In the 20th
century, some
Communist
states were
determined to
erase
Christianity.
They wanted
only
materialism to
matter.

PHOTO BY STEVE HARVEY
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which many have given, and
still gladly continue to give
their lives.

Rather than try to rewrite
history, I agree with Maya
Angelou when she writes,
“History, despite its
wrenching pain, cannot be
unlived; but if faced with
courage, need not be lived
again.” Do we have the
courage to face our histories
and to learn the lessons they
may teach us, propelling us
into a better, brighter future?



His marriage to the Queen and their
part in 1,000 years of European royal
dynastic history.

JONATHAN SPANGLER

8 May 2021

I n November 1947, a
dynastic union was forged
between the royal houses

of Greece and Great Britain. It
would be one of the last of
this kind of royal marriages in
history, a type of union that
had knitted together the
continent for 1,000 years.
When Philip, prince of Greece
and Denmark married
Elizabeth, princess of Great
Britain, they reconnected two
bloodlines descended from
Queen Victoria. But they also
renewed a kinship tie
between Britain and Denmark
that had been joined together
numerous times, from Canute
and Aelfgifu in 1015 to
Edward VII and Alexandra in
1863.

For centuries, almost every
European monarchy
maintained diplomatic
relationships with its
neighbours through dynastic
marriages, in a system that
persisted all the way up to the
1930s, then rapidly faded
away in the post-war era.

In stark contrast, before the
second world war this
practice was the absolute
norm, particularly seen in the
dense web of intermarriages
between the royal families of
Sweden, Denmark and
Norway in the earlier decades
of the 20th century.

One of the great dreams of
Queen Victoria and her
husband Prince Albert,
themselves the product of
close dynastic union, as �irst
cousins, was to unite the
continent of Europe through
kinship relations, hoping that
close cousins would be less
likely to go to war with one
another. This proved to be
politically naive, disastrously
so.

The Great War that followed
not long after Victoria’s death
pitted the forces of “Cousin
Nicky” (Tsar Nicholas of
Russia) and “Cousin Georgie”
(King George V of Great
Britain) against those of
“Cousin Willy” (Kaiser
Wilhelm of Germany), close
kinship notwithstanding. By
1914, Britain, Russia and
Germany had evolved as
nation states, with modern
governments, beyond the

Prince Philip Dies

Jonathan
Spangler
teaches early
modern
European
history at
Manchester
Metropolitan
University
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control of princely
dynasticism as a political or
diplomatic force.

Prince Philip’s marriage to
Princess Elizabeth in 1947
thus represented one of the
last iterations of this Queen
Victoria’s dream. It reunited
two of her descendants:
Elizabeth through her father’s
line, and Philip through the
line of his mother, Princess
Alice of Battenberg, a great-
grand-daughter of Victoria.
Indeed, in the previous
decade, three of Philip’s four
sisters had married other
descendants of Victoria.

But in 1947, times had
changed and post-war Britain
was not so keen to see the

heir to the throne married to
a foreign royal. Particularly
not one whose sisters had
married prominent German
of�icers and whose family had
an extremely fragile position
on its throne in Greece, with a
dynastic history full of
abdications, military coups
and plebiscites.

Prince Philip was therefore
“rebranded” before his
marriage as Philip
Mountbatten, lieutenant in
the Royal Navy, naturalised
British subject. But where did
the name Mountbatten come
from? And why before he
changed his name was he
called “Prince of Greece and
Denmark”?

▲PRINCE PHILIP
ENJOYS A LIGHT
HEARTED
MOMENT IN
TORONTO WITH
THE
COMMANDING
OFFICER OF THE
3RD BATTALION
OF THE ROYAL
CANADIAN
REGIMENT.

PHOTO BY JAMIE MCCAFFREY
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It is an important question for
understanding the identity of the
Duke of Edinburgh and, by
extension, the identity of the British
royal family and even Britain’s
position within the wider European
community of nations. It is all very
intertwined. Philip himself said in an
interview in 2014, "If anything, I’ve
thought of myself as Scandinavian.
Particularly, Danish. We spoke
English at home. The others learned
Greek. I could understand a certain
amount of it. But then the
(conversation) would go into French.
Then it went into German, on
occasion, because we had German
cousins. If you couldn’t think of a
word in one language, you tended to
go off in another."

His experience is a perfect
expression of the extraordinary
cosmopolitan environment of the
royal courts of Europe a century ago,
when royal princes in Prussia and
Russia almost always had English
nannies, and adults conversed in
polished French. Queen Elizabeth II
is the product of this same nursery
environment and also has very good
French.

But why would a Greek prince
consider himself Scandinavian? In
the mid-19th century, when the
crumbling Ottoman Empire was
giving birth to newly independent
states such as Bulgaria and Greece,
the Great Powers of Europe
determined that it was in the best
interests of stability in the region to
select junior members of the major
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royal dynasties to found new
monarchies.

Greece, independent since 1832, had
�irst been governed by a Bavarian
prince, Otto, but in 1863, he was
deposed, and the 17-year-old Prince
William of Denmark chosen instead.
Denmark’s ruling family, the House
of Oldenburg, one of the oldest in
Europe, was known for its liberal
views, and it was hoped that a young
prince from such a family would
help the Greeks establish a
democratic monarchy along the
lines of Denmark, or its closely
related ally, England.

The reign of Prince William, as King
George I of Greece, was long and
fairly calm. His son, Constantine I,
was another matter, and after a
disastrous war with Turkey (1919-
1922) he was forced to abdicate. His
younger brother, Prince Andrew, had
fought in the war, and was sent into
exile, along with his infant son,
Prince Philip.

Philip was thus raised as an exile,
�irst in Paris, then in England, where
he boarded at Cheam School in
Hampshire. He began a career in the
British navy in 1939, served with
distinction during WWII, then
retired from active service once his
wife became the Queen in 1952. He
had been naturalised as a British
subject in the summer of 1947, a few
months before his wedding, and
assumed a version of his mother’s
name, Battenberg, itself anglicised
to Mountbatten at the height of anti-
German sentiment in England in
1917.

The Battenbergs were also from an
ancient ruling family, the House of
Hesse, territorial princes in the heart
of Germany since the 13th century.
Philip wasn’t alone in representing
the Greek royal family in Britain: a
decade before, his cousin Princess
Marina had married the youngest
son of George V, the Duke of Kent,
and had charmed the nation with her
elegance and cosmopolitan style.

Philip was �irmly tied to the UK
through his uncle, Earl Mountbatten,
a British naval hero during the war;
but, at the same time, he remained
closely linked to the old continental
system. One of his aunts,
Mountbatten’s sister, was Queen
Louise of Sweden.

Louise Mountbatten died in 1965,
and Marina of Greece in 1968 and,
by the 1970s, royal marriages were
seen as affairs of the heart, not
affairs of state, or indeed as points of
reunion and reconnection for these
ancient royal dynasties.

With the passing of the Duke of
Edinburgh, one of the last
representatives of a system that had
endured for a millennium passes
into history.

Dr Jonathan Spangler is Senior
Lecturer in History at Manchester
Metropolitan University.

This article is republished from The
Conversation under a Creative
Commons license.
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I am writing in mid-March. As I drive about
(not too far, you understand, and only on
necessary business) my spirits are lifted by the
frothy white blossom of the blackthorn in the
hedgerows.

The first blossom of spring is Prunus spinosa or
Sloe. That's not quite accurate because the
Cherry plum or Prunus cerisefera looks very
similar, is less common and flowers a fraction
earlier than the Sloe-Blackthorn. Sloe fruit are
theoretically edible but please don't offer me
some because even when picked after several
frosts they taste pretty awful. I do respect Otzi,
the stone age ice-man, who, being pursued
over the high Alps, carried a few sloes with
him as food for his fatal journey.

Today, the 15th March, I saw two large
bumble bees gathering pollen from the early

daffodils and tucking the
golden harvest behind their
knees to take back to their
well hidden burrows. They
deserve a break from traces
of insecticides in the
environment.

I am beginning to sound a
bit like Dorothy
Wordsworth's journal but I
suppose there are worse
things.

The Blackthorn is very hardy
and so is our garden tree of
the month. The Lilac has
long been a favourite and I
have had the privilege of
staying with friends in a

ADAM THE GARDENER

Adam the Gardener encourages
you to be a patient propagator

SEMI-DOUBLE LILAC
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rather up-market suburb of
Warsaw, Podkowa Lesna. So
many of the fine gardens had
their Lilac trees in bloom in
the month of May. Don't
dash off just yet to buy your
tourist tickets as it was very
cold!

The Lilac will shrug off
everything our Midland
weather can throw at it and
a good tree can be a
magnificent sight when
covered with panicles of
single or semi-double
flowers. The scent is unique
and a few branches make a
good cut flower display in
your crystal vase. It is
sometimes said that it is bad
luck to take the Lilac in to
the house. I laugh in the face
of your superstition but I am
careful when lifting the lead
crystal vase down from the
shelf.

Syringa vulgaris has a habit
of flowering profusely one
year and then taking a rest
the year after. This habit can
be counteracted by snipping
out the flowering stems after
the flowers turn brown and
before the seed pods appear,
much to the disappointment
of the wood pigeons who
like to eat the seeds but you
will get year-by-year
flowering. There are dwarf
varieties of Lilac offered for
the terra cotta pots on your
patio but, compact as they

are, the flowers are a bit disappointing in my
opinion.

Just as the Snowdrops are fading, the flower
stems of the Hellebores come up out of the
ground and the wise gardener will, at this
time, cut back the previous year's leaves to
reveal the beauty of the flowers and at the
same time help to prevent fungal infections.
Our Plant of the Month comes in bewildering
variety and it helps to think of them as
Christmas Roses (all white and single or
double) or Lenten Roses, from deep purple to
pale pink with the occasional yellow. The rose
bit is a bit misleading as they are related to the
buttercups.

Good sized Hellebores are expensive but
would be even more expensive without the
advent of micro-propagation.

Using your propagating skills can at the same
time be tricky but very rewarding. You can
buy seed, but germination can be sparse so if
you have a variety that sets seed in the faded

HELLEBORUS NIGER - THE CHRISTMAS ROSE
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flower heads (many of the newer varieties are
sterile) then spread a mulch of compost and
dead leaves under the plants as the flowers
fade. The seeds will fall to the ground and in to
your compost mix, disappearing from view,
they will germinate like mustard and cress the
following spring and, after quite rapid growth,
can be carefully transplanted in small, then
bigger pots.

Unfortunately the Lenten roses will be very
mixed in colour, some being quite drab. There
is a very small chance that one will be quite
outstanding and you will be entitled to give it a
name like Adam's Favourite!

The single Christmas Rose (Helleborus niger
meaning “with black stem”) responds very well
to this technique and a large stock can be built
up to lighten the winter days.

How can I produce more of the outstandingly
beautiful varieties seen in the garden centre?
(Walbertons Pink is, for example, an elegant
and floriferous single variety but unfortunately

sterile.) I am afraid you must
bite the bullet and buy that
plant and then plant it out,
where, after two or three
years the fleshy roots can be
divided carefully to produce
many smaller plants which
after a couple more years will
be producing their own
flowers, true to colour and
form. The true gardener has
to have lots of patience but it
will be rewarded.

There are two thing about
Hellebores worth noting,
firstly they are somewhat
poisonous, which renders
them immune from attack by
rabbits and deer. Secondly,
the flowers do tend to hang
downwards, hiding their
beautiful interiors. Newer
varieties are more likely to
reveal their faces if not
straight up then at least
sideways. All of them can be
cut with a very short stem and
floated on a shallow bowl of
water like water lilies for a
beautiful indoor winter
arrangement.

Here's wishing you that, this
Summer, in every sense of the
word your patience will be
rewarded.

WALBERTON’S PINK HELLEBORE



Kings Norton Parish Magazine 15

▲

Palm Sunday at St Nicolas’ Church
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When was the last time you
shook someone’s hand, or
kissed them on the cheek to
say hello? The pandemic has
put a stop to these simple
gestures, while social
distancing and strict hygiene
practices have become part of
our everyday lives as a
necessary way of minimising
the spread of the virus. But
should this new way of
interacting be permanent?

Some experts say that we
might not, or even should not,
return to the old ways once

the pandemic is over. Anthony
Fauci, chief medical advisor to
the US president, has said, “I
don’t think we should ever
shake hands ever again”. He
argues that it would reduce
the spread of not only Covid-19
but also other viruses such as
influenza.

We disagree. As soon as the
pandemic is under control and
it is deemed safe to do so,
there are good reasons why
we should start gradually
embracing some of our old
habits: hugging, handshaking

Handshakes and hugs are good for you. It's vital that they make
a comeback after the pandemic.

SIMONWILLIAMS & KIMBERLY DIENES

↓Should we
return to the
habit of
shaking hands
after the
pandemic?
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and gathering in groups. In
cultures where such habits
have been customary for
centuries, doing so will have a
host of social, psychological
and biological benefits.

The loss of casual touch may
be detrimental to society as a
whole in a way that can’t be
made up for by hugging those
few people closest to us or in
our household. It may be that,
once it is deemed safe to do
so, the long-term benefits of
the handshake, the hug or the
kiss on the cheek may
outweigh the risks.

The importance of touch

From the moment of birth,
physical contact increases our
immunity, reduces stress and
connects us with loved ones.
Skin-to-skin contact with a
baby regulates heart rate,
reduces pain reactions, and
emotionally calms both
mother and infant.

As adults, physical contact
such as holding hands can
provide a buffer against a
stressful experience. Physical
contact also increases immune
function.

On a less intimate level, in
many cultures, handshakes
represent an important social
ritual through which trust and
belonging are formed and
maintained. The philosopher
Maurice Merleau-Ponty cited

the handshake in his discussion
of what he termed “inter-
corporeality”, that is the, often
tacit or unconscious, mutual
recognition of our
connectedness as human
beings.

The wisdom of crowds

In our research, we have found
that many people are anxious
about returning to the habit of
gathering in groups, even after
the pandemic has subsided.
This anxiety is understandable,
but in the long term we should
be encouraging group
gatherings.

Crowds provide opportunities
for what sociologist Emile
Durkheim called “collective
effervescence”. Such
gatherings help us form and
“catch” shared emotions,
which can help provide the
social glue for solidarity,
togetherness and shared
identity. This is a good thing

“
“From the moment of

birth, physical
contact increases our

immunity, reduces
stress and connects
us with loved ones.
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provided the mood is a
positive one, for example at
weddings, concerts and
sporting events.

Behaviours that are here to
stay

With optimism over vaccines
being tempered by concern
over new variants, we need to
reflect on which behaviours we
should keep after the
pandemic, and which we
should discard.

The pandemic may have made
many people more aware of
the role they play in protecting
others, even when they
themselves may not be
particularly vulnerable to a
disease. In many countries,
health information campaigns
early on in the pandemic led to
dramatic improvements in self-
reported personal hygiene,
and many more people now
understand exactly what good
hand hygiene is, the rationale
for it, and the benefits it
brings.

We should continue to avoid
touch and engage in physical
distancing when suffering from
a cold or the 'flu. Mask-
wearing, long established in
other cultures as a means to
protect others rather than
ourselves, is now being more
widely understood and
adhered to, with many of us
assuming it will be an
occasional part of our lives for

years to come. This is also a
good thing.

Bringing back rituals

The ingrained nature of social
habits and rituals help explain
why social distancing has been
so difficult and so unnatural for
so many. Although we have,
quite remarkably, suppressed
these gestures and behaviours
in the short term, the depth of
social connection they create
and symbolise may not be so
easy to replace in the long
term.

When it is safe to do so,
policies that prevent us
physically coming together as
individuals will thankfully be
lifted.

After the pandemic, we need
to strike a balance between
the old and new normal. We
can take the best bits of both,
regaining our need for physical
touch while retaining our new
and improved hygiene habits.

Simon Nicholas Williams is
Senior Lecturer in People and
Organisation and Kimberly
Dienes, Lecturer in Clinical and
Health Psychology at Swansea
University.

This article is republished from
The Conversation under a
Creative Commons license.
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Easter Sunday Morning at St Nicolas’ Church
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I own an evocative document
which marked a memorable
day in the history of Kings
Norton. It is the souvenir
programme for the celebration
of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee.

The Silver Jubilee celebrations
of 1977 marked the 25th
anniversary of Queen Elizabeth
II's accession to the throne.

The anniversary date itself was
commemorated in church
services nationally on 6
February 1977. Between that
day and the official Jubilee Day
on 2 June, when beacons were
lit around the country,
communities held celebrations.

It was Kings Norton’s turn on
Saturday 28th May. Based
around The Green, the event
was full of colour, starting with
a Grand Opening announced
by Birmingham’s Town Crier.

The local Lloyds Bank
manager, Mr Oldershaw,
presented a Jubilee Silver
crown to the local shop that
had developed the best

celebratory shop window
display.

The bells of St. Nicolas'
Church signalled the start of
proceedings. There was much
to see and do: maypole
dancing by Kings Norton
Primary School; morris
dancing; a mummers' play by
the St Nicolas' Dramatic
Society; performances by the
church choir; Punch & Judy
Shows by "Professor Hudson";
gymnastic displays by Kings
Norton Mixed School. In the
afternoon, there was a
trampoline display by the

The Silver Jubilee
CATHERINE TAYLOR

CATHERINE
TAYLOR IS
BELL TOWER
CAPTAIN AT
ST NICOLAS’
CHURCH
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Mixed School and a children’s
fancy dress parade. There
were also displays in the
Library and the Old Grammar
School; a wine display by the
local wine circle; and open-
air displays on The Green by
the Saracen’s Head Art Group
and the local scouts and
guides. From midday
onwards, a range of highly
popular side shows run by the
local Round Table
commenced: including Test
Your Strength, skittles and a
Wheel of Fortune. With an
absence of automated rides,
the occasion had a true ‘Blue
Peter’ feel to it.

Thousands attended on a hot,
cloudless day. One of the
groups involved, the bell
ringers, had an exhausting
time. Three hundred people
were taken up the tower as part
of advertised church tours.
Occurring over less than four
hours, this was a feat not to be
repeated, nor would it be
possible now due to health and
safety considerations. The
initial climb is a fifty-four step,
one way spiral staircase to the
ringing chamber. None of the
ringers are alive today to say
whether the visitors, clad in flip
flops, high heels and probably
costumes were allowed to go
up further and see the view
from the very top!

Once the tower was clear of
people, the bells were rung
again, ending the events on

The Green; but the festivities
continued into the evening.
There was a Jubilee Dance at
St Nicolas' Hall, which used to
occupy the site in St Nicolas'
Gardens where Awdry Court
now stands.

In keeping with the regal
purpose of the celebration, the
evening included modern
sequence and old-time
dancing. The legacy of the
Jubilee celebrations remains to
this day in the form of the
annual church Open Days
which take place each
Summer.

A tree planted on The Green at
the end of that sunny weekend,
forty four years ago, can now
be seen in its full maturity.
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Annette

I sit to write a few words. I could
write many about Good Friday in
the secret garden in Walkers
Heath. We met at 11.00 am and
followed Catherine along a man-
made path, then over uneven
clumps of grass into a small
wooded area, then into this
wonderful space of solitude that
represented to us the Garden of
Gethsemane. Everyone’s
experience is different. It’s about
what you feel inside, and it
captured for me something very
special, especially the way it was
led.

Devon

In crea�on, God created man and
woman and placed them in a
garden. There, in that garden,
they were able to connect with

Holy Week 2021, a �me of sacred
pilgrimage that started and was
completed in the “Secret
Garden” of Walkers Heath Park
(see the Parish Magazine for
April 2021).

On Good Friday morning, six
pilgrims reflected and prayed
together in their own Garden of
Gethsemane before making a
Sta�ons of the Cross journey
around the fourteen tower
blocks of Druids Heath.

And on Easter Sunday morning,
we congregated once again to
worship and share Holy
Communion in this Garden of the
Resurrec�on. Some of the
pilgrims share their impressions
of these special, sacred
gatherings.

22 May 2021

CATHERINE MATLOCK

Secret Garden

THE REVD
CATHERINE
MATLOCK IS
A PIONEER
CURATE
WORKING IN
DRUIDS
HEATH

Residents of the Druid’s Heath estate and parishioners from Kings
Norton gathered to celebrate Holy Week and Easter in an
imaginative, new way this year. Catherine Matlock reports.
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and enjoy God, their Creator, as
He walked and talked and
fellowshipped with them in the
cool of the evening.

There seems a cruel irony as,
around this �me of year (Good
Friday), we're reminded that our
beloved Saviour suffered some of
His most agonising moments in a
garden. So, it seems fi�ng that
we iden�fied with Him and with
the first humans as we
worshipped on Good Friday and
commenced our pilgrimage.

Adam and Eve were tricked and
consequently sinned. And they
hid. Because they were afraid.
Afraid of the very one they had
loved so much and who had
loved them so very much. The
result: they were banished from
the garden and its loca�on
remains unknown to this day. A
Secret Garden.

So, on Good Friday, we
worshipped God in Druids
Heath's own Secret Garden, a
place in Walkers Heath lovingly
named by very our own Cath. As
we walked the Sta�ons of the
Cross using the tower blocks to
signify each sta�on, just like
Christ in the garden we prayed
for inhabitants or tenants who
may be in agonising situa�ons. .
For some, the suffering may be
way above their heads but we
were reminded that, whatever
the situa�on, it ma�ers to God
and that's why Jesus came.

As we walked along, we talked
and our rela�onship grew. Like

those on the road to Emmaus,
we could almost have said
"Didn't our hearts burn within
us...?" and it was s�ll Good
Friday.

Then came Easter Sunday. A
glorious morning. There were
u�erances of "Christ is Risen!"
swi�ly followed by the declatory
response, "He is Risen indeed!
Alleluia!" We were back in the
Secret Garden.

This was a joyous occasion. A
celebratory act of worship.
People were smiling and
genuinely looked as though they
were enjoying themselves
praising the Risen Saviour. Friday
had been and gone. Sunday was
here! Christ, though he agonised
in a garden, was placed, when he
died, in a garden tomb and was
mourned. But this was a glorious
morn. A celebratory morn.
Resurrec�on morn. Revived
hopes! This was different. The
beau�ful sounds of nature were
somewhat exacerbated. It was
wonderful!

Though weeping may endure for
a night,

Joy s�ll comes in the morning.

On my knees or on my face

With you I find sweet pardon

When I approach that blessed
place

Within your Secret Garden .



↑An Easter
celebration.
From left to
right: Pauline
Wells, Stella
the bull terrier,
Devon Brown,
Sabine
Hofmann, Sue
Welland &
Esther Brown



→SueWelland
& Devon
Brown outside
Pleck House,
Druid’s Heath
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If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the Parish
Website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alterna�vely, please ask ques�ons at the Parish
Office, which is open between 10.00 am and 1.00 pm, Monday to Friday.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU • parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk
0121 458 3289 • www.facebook.com/kingsnortonteam

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector................................................................................... The Revd Larry Wright

Assistant Rector................................................................... The Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu

Parish Lay Minister ...................................................................................Pauline Weaver

Curate (Pioneer) .................................................................. The Revd Catherine Matlock

Honorary Assistant Priest ............................................................. The Revd Jayne Crooks

Methodist Minister........................................................................... The Revd Nick Jones

Lay Readers ........................... David Ash, Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman, Parisa Pordelkhaki

Lay Preacher ................................................................................................. Steve Wright

Music Minister................................................................................................... Sylvia Fox

Pastoral Care Team Coordinator...................................................................... Chris Gadd

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church........................................................................... Peter Hay & Julie Hill

Hawkesley Church .............................................................................................Jim Clarke

Immanuel Church ........................................................................................... Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary...............................................................Judy Ash

Ac�ng Finance Officer .......................................................................................Simon Hill

Safeguarding Coordinator ...................................................................... Anne�e Dickers

Regular Giving .............................................................................. The Revd Jayne Crooks

Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837)............................................................. Alison Blumer

YOUR PARISH CHURCH
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W e are a Church of England Team Parish serving all in
Kings Norton through St Nicolas’ Parish Church,

Hawkesley, in partnership with the Methodist Church,
and Immanuel District Churches.

D uring the Covid-19 crisis, we have had to suspend all
our usual activities including many church services.

That does not mean, however, that church has ceased to be
active. Some of our services have moved online.

For the latest changes and updates, see the weekly newsletter, which
is available on the Parish Website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists to be a
worshipping, transforming partnership in Christ, to live

out God’s radical hospitality for all and to be equipped for
work in God’s world

When possible, there is a 10.00 am service on Sundays at
St Nicolas’ Church with a limited number of places. If you
want to attend, you must book before noon on Friday by

calling the Parish Office on 0121 458 3289.

Join in an Anglican service at home on Sundays bit.ly/2KYtrE3

Our 9.30 am family service on Sundays bit.ly/2K8KzTS

Our 10.00 am service from St Nicolas’ on Sundays bit.ly/3ocP1TI

Our 10.30 am service from Immanuel on Sundays bit.ly/3oby8Jc

Occasional midweek morning & evening prayer bit.ly/3pMgOLi
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THE EVENTS OF THE PAST
year have brought into focus
just how important it is to
plan for unexpected life
events.

Kate Garraway recently told
the heart-breaking story of
her husband Derek’s year-
long battle with Covid but
many others will have been
affected by the same issue.
Her situation has been made
even more complicated by
the lack of legal protection
she and Derek had in place.
Kate was unable to access
funds to manage her
husband’s care or to
refinance her mortgage. She
didn’t even have the legal
right to see his medical notes,
because of data protection
legislation.

Research by Solicitors For The
Elderly shows that 65% of us
think our next-of-kin will be
able to take medical and care
decisions for us if we are no
longer able to do so. In
reality, this isn’t the case
unless a Health & Welfare
Lasting Power of Attorney is
in place. Although there has
been a rise in the number of
enquiries made about Lasting
Power of Attorneys (LPAs)
during the pandemic, only 22%
of people in the UK actually
have one.

When a loved one is seriously
ill, the last thing anyone
should need to worry about is
how to pay the bills. Without
a Property & Financial Affairs
lasting Power of Attorney in
place, accessing funds could
be impossible.

To avoid this difficult kind of
legal situation it’s important
to use the services of a
specialist lawyer who is
experienced in this area of
the law and is trained to
support people in making
these crucial, complex and
difficult decisions. As with
wills, DIY powers of attorney
can cause more problems
than they solve. According to
Which?, 22,000 LPAs are
rejected every year, so it’s
essential that you get your
legal documents right.

What does
Next of Kin
really mean?

JOYCE BENNELL

Joyce Bennell works for RLK
Solicitors on Kings Norton Green. In
this article, she explains the
importance of considering a Lasting
Power of Attorney when planning for
the future.

JOYCE
BENNELL OF
RLK
SOLICITORS
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8 Mar Colin Williams 82 Bu.WP

11 Mar Edna Ethel Miriam Badland 99 Cr.LH

19 Mar Shaun McGeown 65 SN.Bu.CY

23 Mar Sarah Louise Kinman 36 SN.Cr.RD

24 Mar Richard John Smith 74 SN.Cr.LH

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Bu : Burial, CY : Churchyard,
Cemeteries & Crematoria

LH : Lodge Hill, KN : Kings Norton,WP : Westhill Park

Funerals March 2021

This year, Chris�an Aid Week will be observed from 10th to 16th May. The theme is
climate change and how it affects marginalised communi�es more than others. There
has been a collec�on bucket in St Nicolas' Church since Sunday 11th April. It will remain
un�l Pentecost, which is May 23rd. You can also give via the Chris�an Aid website
(www.chris�anaid. org.uk) or by calling 0207 523 2269. Postal dona�ons are not
encouraged this year because of restric�ons. There will be an outdoor fundraising
event and, hopefully, also a service. Details will appear on the parish website.
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On the 20th March, I joined
with hundreds of people
across the country to
complete a Memory Walk in
aid of the Alzheimer’s Society.
Because of Covid, this was not
a mass event but a series of
small events with everyone
choosing to walk around their
local area.

The route

I decided that I would walk
along the canal from the Wast
Hills Tunnel to the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital and back, a
total of around ten miles. I
wanted a route away from
traffic as Ginny, my dog, is not
a fan of cars and she would be
walking with me. I try leaving
her behind but she lies across
the front door so that I can’t
leave without her!

The condition

Dementia is a cruel illness that
has touched my family and
many of you will know friends
or have family who have also
been affected. The term
"dementia" describes
different brain disorders that
trigger a loss of brain
function. These conditions are
all usually progressive and
Alzheimer's disease is the
most common type. Around
850,000 people in the UK live
with dementia and this is
predicted rise to 1.6 million by
2040. Over 200,000 people
will develop dementia this
year, that’s one every three
minutes. Although 1 in 6
people over the age of 80
have dementia, it can strike at
any age with over 42,000
people under 65 living with
the condition.

The motivation

I decided to walk in memory
of three of my brothers. I’m
the youngest of five with large
age gaps between us. Ken,
the eldest, died earlier this
year from Covid but also had

PAULINE IS
THE LAY
MINISTER AT
ST NICOLAS’
CHURCH,
KINGS
NORTON

Pauline and Ginny, in company with
many friends, commemorate lost
family members by joining the fight
against a condition which is affecting
growing numbers worldwide.

PAULINEWEAVER

United Against
Dementia
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vascular dementia. Brian died
in 2019 and he had struggled
with Alzheimer’s for some
time. It was heart-breaking to
see his decline and the loss of
the person he once was. Ray
died fifty years ago this year.
He died young so we have no
idea if he would have
developed dementia but it
seemed fitting to mark his
memory too as fifty years
seems such a milestone.
Luckily, my remaining brother
and I are not showing any
signs of memory problems at
the moment, apart from the
"Where are my keys/
glasses/cup of tea?" type that
we all suffer from; but who
knows what the future will
hold for us? All the more
reason to raise money and
awareness and to do
something positive in the
fight against dementia.

When I announced that I was
planning to undertake the
walk, several friends offered
to walk part of the route with
me. So, on the day, I had
company for the whole walk:
old friends, new friends,
children and of course Ginny
by my side as usual. Ten miles
flew by as I chatted my way to
the QE and back and in the
process I raised over £500.
Ginny had a great time,
especially as she was joined
by doggy friends Eddy and
Wicker along the way. She
slept well that night!

Thank you

I’d like to say a huge thank
you to everyone who has
donated and sent messages of
support and encouragement
and especially those who
walked with me: Paul and
Ewan Webb; Cain, Freddie and
Oscar Leathem; Erica Martin;
Rebecca Ward; Chris and
Steve Miskin with Eddy and
Wicker; Bea Martin; David and
Elaine Burley; Susanne
Mascaro and the Reverend
Jayne Crooks.

▲PAULINE
AND GINNY
STOP TO
CATCH THEIR
BREATH EN
ROUTE TO THE
Q.E.
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Gracie was appearing at the
Birmingham Hippodrome and
had agreed to take �me out to
perform the opening of a new
a�rac�on which seemed likely
to become a permanent and
glamorous enhancement of the
social life of Kings Norton and
the neighbouring area: its very
own lido!

It was to be known as The Bath
Tub. Not a par�cularly
dis�nguished name, but its
owner, the ambi�ous local
property developer Percy
Hollier, had created a facility of
considerable style and
significance. He therefore
spared no expense in organising
a spectacular and, hopefully,
memorable launch event.

The Bath Tub, more officially
termed the West Heath Lido but
rarely referred to in that way,
had been created in open fields,
si�ng in the triangle between
the Redditch Road ends of
Alvechurch Road and Longbridge
Lane. Its development was

seemingly very �mely. In Britain
in the late 1930’s there was a
great na�onal drive to improve
the health of the na�on. Many
women responded by joining
Leagues of Health and Beauty
and men undertook their own
fitness and strength regimes. So,
with facili�es for swimming and
physical exercises, the new lidos
that began to spring up in urban
areas seemed des�ned to
become very popular. Down the
road in Rowheath, Bournville
Lido had opened a few months
before.

The substan�al Bath Tub
development centred on an
immense swimming pool, as
large in area as the famous
Empire Pool at the Wembley
complex in London. Its shallow
end was just over a foot deep,
and the deep end was 14 feet.
Bathers could walk into the
shallow end on a shingle beach,
overlooked by three semi-
circular sun-bathing terraces.
Round the remainder of the
pool there was a large terrace

Gracie at the Bath Tub

MICHAEL
WRITES
REGULARLY
ON LOCAL
HISTORY

It was the early evening on the first day of July in 1937 and the
people of Kings Norton were in a state of feverish excitement.
They were about to be visited by one of the most popular and
best-loved show-business stars of the day, Gracie Fields.
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for bathers and a s�ll wider
terrace for spectators. The
dressing rooms comprised
changing accommoda�on for at
least 10,000 bathers.

It wasn’t just about bathing.
There was a pu�ng green, a
children’s playground, and even
an ‘archery lawn’. Addi�onal
a�rac�ons were provided every
week, in the form of popular
dance bands, compe��ons,
fashion parades, galas and
firework displays. The Bath Tub
had a resident band, The Bath
(K)nights, playing daily for
entertainment and, in the
evening, for demonstra�on and
tui�on in the latest dance steps
by Billy Socker and Dorothy
Bethridge. The entry building
was a stylish Art Deco
construc�on which also housed
a massive ballroom. Yet despite
all these facili�es, Percy Hollier,
whose name lives on in the
estate agency group that he
founded, proudly declared, “The
Bath Tub will never be complete
because improvements and
extensions will go on
indefinitely.”

Back to the opening day. Gracie
Fields was especially loved by
the Bri�sh because, unlike the
majority of film stars from that
mysterious country across the
Atlan�c, she was an English girl
who had risen from very humble
beginnings as a mill worker in
her home town of Rochdale,
Lancashire. Born in 1898, she
showed an early ap�tude for

performing at local events with
local children’s repertory
theatre groups. Her rise to fame
was meteoric: she made her
professional debut in 1910, then
moved to the London West End
as a teenage singer and
entertainer. She won a recording
contract with the great HMV
empire and was also offered a
series of increasingly significant
film roles, at first in Britain and
then in Hollywood. At one stage
during the 1930s she was paid
the unprecedented fee of
£200,000 for four films: the first
was ‘Sally in Our Alley’ in 1931,
which featured her signature
tune ‘Sally (Pride of our Alley)’.

▲GRACIE
FIELDS IN
APRIL 1937
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In those days, film stars and
entertainers had a very special
mys�que. The were no
televisions, few radios, the
popular press as we know it now
was in its infancy. The only way
you could see the stars was in
cinemas, which most people
could afford only once a week.
So there was a truly special
glamour in prospect when you
had the chance to see one of
them in person locally.

By most es�mates, there were
well over 20,000 local people
lining the Rednal Road to watch
her on her expected route from
the city centre to West Heath.
The privileged hundreds who
squeezed into The Bath Tub
itself were especially thrilled,
because they were also to see
‘Jane’, the strip cartoon
character from the Daily Mirror,

and the great Mantovani and his
interna�onally renowned dance
orchestra. A local boy, who was
just six at the �me, remembers
vividly another spectacular part
of the event: just before Gracie
came on, a diver set himself on
fire and plunged in flames from
the highest diving board into the
deep end!

With Mr Hollier, the main host
was the new MP for the Kings
Norton cons�tuency (which
then included West Heath,
Northfield and Longbridge),
Ronald Cartland, in the early
days of a meteoric
parliamentary career which was
to end heroically when he lost
his life defending Bri�sh troops
near Dunkirk beachhead in
1940.

▲AN AERIAL
VIEW OF THE
BATH TUB
TAKEN IN 1938.
IT SHOWS THE
LIDO POOL
SURROUNDED
BY HUNDREDS
OF BATHERS.
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But, for the people who lined
the streets, the event proved to
be an an�-climax. In fact, they
were always going to be
disappointed because those
handling Gracie’s visit had
deliberately planned, with the
help of the local constabulary, to
arrange a route that bypassed
Rednal Road in an effort to avoid
crowd surges and conges�on. In
the words of one eye-witness,
s�ll living in Kings Norton and
seven years old at the �me, “My
family joined the throngs of
sight-seers up the Rednal Road
towards the venue but ‘Our
Gracie’ was visible only to a few
local dignitaries. Apparently, she
made enough �me to set off a
rocket from the high diving
board, said she wasn’t able to
sing, couldn’t even speak
because of a throat infec�on,
and was away before the rocket
had landed”. Some local press
reporters quoted Gracie as
saying in true Lancastrian
fashion “Eee lads, this is grand. I
only had a squint at the pool but
it looks champion”, but that may
have been apocryphal. In fact,
at the end of the day, many
visitors believed that she had
never been there in the first
place.

The Bath Tub had been built to
provide people from across the
Midlands with, in the words of
Percy Hollier, “Birmingham’s
brightest entertainment spot”. It
was a wonderfully ambi�ous
and courageous project which
deserved prolonged success. But
regre�ably, the Bathtub was not

des�ned to have that
permanent place in the leisure
spectrum of Birmingham. It
wasn’t apparent when it was
being developed, but the �ming
wasn’t good. Most people
hadn’t enough money in their
pockets to afford the daily
entertainment it offered. In
addi�on, it wasn’t Mr Hollier’s
fault, but the prospect of
another World War was cas�ng
gloom across the country and
leisure took a back seat. The
Lido formally closed barely two
years a�er opening. Its buildings
were taken over by Stra�ons,
part of the Jarre�, Rainsford &
Laughton group. They were an
established Birmingham
company, the producer of
advanced short-wave radio
equipment under the brand
name of Eddystone Radios. Their
sophis�cated transmi�ers and
receivers were used by armed
forces, police and in industrial
loca�ons around the world.

The Bath Tub iden�ty was soon
lost. The stylish entrance
building soon carried the
Eddystone name, and the
ballroom became the works
canteen. The radio company
stayed on the site for more than
fi�y years un�l the mid-1990s,
a�er which all buildings were
quickly demolished and
replaced by the housing estate
that is there today. No trace of
Hollier’s vision exists, but the
excitement he brought to the
area in those forbidding pre-war
years lives on for those who s�ll
survive.



Charles and the
Beanstalk
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So much of our reading about
the climate crisis can, at worst,
be frightening and depressing
and at best, leave the reader
feeling rather overwhelmed. I
have therefore decided to
write something which
celebrates the positive stories
and the progress made so far.

Vintage and second-hand
shops abound, as do recycling
or resale websites such as
Freecycle, Freegle, Karrot, and
Ziffit. Re-using is becoming
fashionable, copying the
1940’s and earlier, when it was
a necessity. Make-do-and-
mend is now the subject of
prime TV through programmes
such as The Repair Shop and
Escape to the Château, and
regular glossy magazine
articles encourage every sort
of repairing, mending and
upcycling.

Packaging is beginning to turn
a corner. Gone are the
polystyrene chips, plastic
pillows and bubble-wrap-filled

envelopes. Back are the
paper-based padded jiffy
bags, the crumpled paper
and wool pads. New to the
party are padded “chips”
made of potato starch. Even
the humble Easter egg is
throwing off the shaped
plastic shell and reverting to
foil and card wrappers. Bags
for life are now an expected
part of the shopping
experience and delivered
shopping no longer comes in
plastic bags.

The horticultural world is
developing paper, card and
coir pots, as well as promoting
peat-free composts. Tree
guards used for large planting
schemes are looking for
alternatives to plastic, and
investment is finally being put
into machines which can
recycle agricultural plastics.
Home composting is being
actively encouraged, as are
water butts in gardens and
allotments.

TV documentaries are taking a
serious look at issues of
recycling, encouraging whole
streets to slash their use of
plastics, challenging the
sandwich companies to make
their packing recyclable and
asking awkward questions

SYLVIA FOX

In which Sylvia discovers that there
are more reasons to be optimistic
about the environment than the media
would have you believe.

SYLVIA FOX
IS THE MUSIC
MINISTER AT
ST NICOLAS’
CHURCH
AND A
RETIRED
PHYSIO-
THERAPIST



Kings Norton Parish Magazine 39

about where our recycling
actually ends up after we
carefully put it in our recycling
bins.

Brownfield-first policies are
growing in council planning
schemes and many
landowners are exploring new
ways of managing their land.
In many cases, it is a case of
returning the land to the
condition it was in prior to the
Second World War. Much non-
productive land was ploughed
up during the war in a
desperate bid to make the
country self sufficient in food
production.

An increasing amount of this
land is now being allowed to
return to more a natural state,
slowly reversing the
disappearances of heath, hay
meadow, grazed forest, dune,
hedgerow and scrub.
Enlightened farmers are
looking to combine practices
of the past with modern
technologies, to keep
production levels and quality
high, whilst improving soils,
variety of landscape and
biodiversity.

Activist groups abound and
beach or park clean-ups are
quite normal weekend
activities now. Electric
transport is silently creeping
from experiment to reality and
the promotion and production
of non-fossil fuel is ever
developing.

Sir David Attenborough and
other media presenters have
used all their knowledge and
skill to bring issues of
environment into the homes
of so many. The message is
being heard and acted upon
by an ever increasing number
of people.

The tide is beginning to turn:
we just need to keep up the
interest, as it begins to
become the norm rather than
something that is rather
exciting and daring to be a
part of.
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There is a weariness felt by many, not just those
on the front line working beyond endurance. Yet
hope is our great gi� from God. Václav Havel, the
Czech poet and first president of post-Soviet
Czechoslovakia, said, "Hope is not the convic�on
that something will turn out well, but the
certainty that something makes sense, regardless
of how it turns out."

The quality of Chris�an hope is that it is not a
refusal to face the facts of the world while
dreaming of an ideal society, but a belief in the
face of the facts that a be�er world is possible,
and worth striving for.

"Hope is defiant imagina�on in the face of
despair." wrote Dave Tomlinson, vicar, author and
broadcaster who, incidentally, presided at the
wedding of my nephew John Peter to Rosa in
2016. St. Paul commends us in hope to rejoice in
the Lord always. Hope, Paul says, is about faith in
Christ and the realisa�on of his love for us, in

confident expecta�on of
salva�on. Hope makes us
believe in the power of love.

Some years ago, aggressive
agnos�cs like Christopher
Hitchens and Richard Dawkins
were holding sway, despite a
minimal knowledge and
understanding of theology. A
friend said that, in their
belligerent declara�ons that
God does not exist, and thus
that the teachings of
Chris�anity are ridiculously
wrong, they were destroying
people’s faith and hope.

The coronavirus has made us

HOPE, JOY & PEACE

IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC

THELMA MITCHELL IS A
VOLUNTARY CHAPLAIN AT
BOURNVILLE COLLEGE

I have written about hope often over
the past year. Sometimes it feels as if
we are clinging on to hope by a
thread. We grieve for those we have
lost and for the lengthening time
during which we are unable to be
with loved ones.
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think twice about things which
are important to us. We are
taking enormous pleasure in
the small things, a coffee
outdoors with a friend, an
outdoor church service with
no pre-booking, a vaccina�on
appointment. We were never
promised that life would be a
walk in the park, an earthly
paradise. Suffering is part of
the deal, o�en random and
unmerited. Our joy and peace
is found in our hope of
redemp�on, an anchor for the
soul, firm and secure.
(Hebrews 6:19). Hope is being
able to see that there is light,
despite all the darkness
(Desmond Tutu).

Apparently, feast and fes�vity
follow famine and suffering.
Sociologists and historians
have noted that we behave
with excess a�er war and
plagues. As I men�oned in the
March edi�on, they mark a
shi� in society. Whilst the
crippling poll tax triggered it,
the underlying a�tude of
landowners to pay as li�le as
possible for work, despite the
labour shortage a�er years of
the Black Death, led to the
Peasants’ Revolt and the
ending of serfdom in 1381.
Outbreaks of cholera in the
19th century were followed by
a demand for social reform.
Not least among those
reforms were the provision of
clean water supplies, sewage

systems and a move towards improving living
condi�ons.

The influenza pandemic which followed the end
of the First World War in 1918 led to an excess of
fun and frivolity. When Covid eventually subsides
we’re told that there’s going to be a return to the

“
“We were never

promised that life
would be a walk in

the park. Suffering is
part of the deal,

often random and
unmerited.”
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Roaring Twen�es; this �me the 2020’s. All
together now, let’s Charleston … doo, doodoo,
d’doo doodoo...

"Bring it on," some may cry! Why not? But there
does have to be serious planning, a new version
of the Beveridge report which followed the
Second World War. We must not be caught off
guard again by plagues and pandemics. We must
never return to the level of inequality in society,
with its devasta�ng results, which the effects of
Covid-19 revealed and which could no longer be
ignored. Covid has had more of a material impact
than we can imagine and has le� a worldwide
humanitarian crisis in its wake.

As I write, plans are afoot to re-emerge as a
na�on into the world, to re-join as a society. Yet
there is fear, apprehension, cau�on, and also
encouragement. If 2020 was the year of the virus
(and banana bread), 2021 is becoming the year
of the vaccine. We show an act of love when not
touching, not embracing, mask wearing and
having the an�-Covid vaccine.

My Lent reading, to which I return annually, is by
Sister Wendy Becke�, wri�en presciently in 2017:
"The Art of Lent". Referring to the famous
Hokusai pain�ng of 1831, The Great Wave, she
observes, "We cannot control our lives. The great
wave is wai�ng for any boat. It is unpredictable.
Will the slender boats survive or will they be
overwhelmed? What we can do, we do. We
endure, our endurance framed by a sense of
what ma�ers and what does not. The worst is
not that we may be overwhelmed by disaster but
fail to live by principle. The real worst is to forget
our fallibility, to refuse to recognise our fallibility
and humbly begin again."

Meanwhile, book sales in 2020 – that’s actual,
physical books printed on paper - topped an
eight year high for the first �me since 2012.
Nielson Book Scan recorded that sales have
surged since 2019 as people rekindled their love

of literature in lockdown. The
number of independent
booksellers also increased
overall. Fi�y new outlets
opened, although forty-four
closed. That's s�ll a net gain. A
spokesperson for the
Booksellers' Associa�on said,
"A�er an incredibly difficult
year, it is fantas�c to see the
number of independent
bookshops in the UK and
Ireland increase for the fourth
consecu�ve year."

I wrote in March about how
we turn to detec�ve fic�on in
�mes of difficul�es. Obviously,
my comment was read and
picked up in one of the
broadsheets. Or maybe not.
Anyway, in a Sunday Times
ar�cle Chris Lang wrote
"When �mes are tough we
turn to detec�ve fic�on.
Arthur Conan Doyle’s first
Sherlock Holmes story was
published during the long
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depression of 1873." During
the Second World War the
sales of books and the
borrowing from libraries of
authors such as Agatha
Chris�e, Dorothy L. Sayers,
Ngaio Marsh and Raymond
Chandler, rocketed despite the
paper shortage.

In 2021, we’re both reading
and watching detec�ve
stories. New series like Death
in Paradise, McDonald &
Dodds, the Mighty
Unforgo�en and Line of Duty
are hauling in ra�ngs and
cri�cal plaudits, with their
"ordinary detec�ves". Viewing
figures for encouraging,
upli�ing, feel-good television
programmes such as Songs of
Praise (up by 30%),
MasterChef and The Repair
Shop have risen to dizzy
heights. Some have described
the la�er as saving our sanity
during lockdown. Its care and

kindness, wonderful, o�en poignant background
stories, resul�ng in the restora�on of precious
broken things, help viewers to feel that our lives
might be put back together and restored whole
one day too.

One programme I enjoyed enormously was the
deligh�ul Celebrity Best Home Cook. Watching
ten known names compe��vely cook home-style
meals under pressure was comfor�ng and
cheering and pure escapism. The compe�tors
became friends and cared for each other,
showing genuine sadness when one was
eliminated each week. They grieved because they
were not able to hug each other.

This resonates. It is no surprise that comfort food
has found itself at the centre of our worlds at a
�me when meals feel almost like mini-holidays
that need to be savoured. Just under half the
people in the UK say that they’ve turned to
cooking to help cope over the past year. It’s why
banana bread went viral, searches for
"sourdough starter" are up by 812% and sales of
retro puddings have risen. We lean into comfort
ea�ng for reassurance.

The year 2020 has been a challenge. Will we ever,
like Elsa in Frozen, be able to "let it go"? Be
assured that one day it will end, and we will be
learning to enjoy the new normal. It could be a
while, but we can rejoice in the joy and hope of
the Easter message. I close with these
encouraging words from the former Archbishop
of Canterbury. "The God who begins the story of
His world-sha�ering life in the midst of crea�on
with that �ny, impercep�ble change in the body
of Mary, is s�ll a God who works with �ny and
hidden changes. In each of us, body and spirit,
that same God is working now, so that Christmas
and Good Friday and Easter will come alive in us,
in ways we cannot begin to imagine." (Rowan
Williams, Candles in the Dark – Faith, Hope and
Love in a Time of Pandemic.)

PH
O

TO
BY

JIM
M

Y
DEAN



44 May 2021

To begin with, I am going to refer to the March
edition of the Parish Magazine. I was pleasantly
surprised by the photograph of the clergy and
choir taken in 1952. There I am on page 46 in
the front row, second from the left and a
happy twelve-year-old. The most noticeable
aspect of the photograph is the size of the
choir. They were very different times; but one
thing that has not changed over the
intervening years is the popularity of our
church for wedding ceremonies.

As choirboys we would receive two shillings
and sixpence for singing, mainly on a Saturday.
That's 25 pence in today's money. I would
sometimes attend three weddings in one day.
At the time, I had bought a new Raleigh bicycle
from Chas Mann on The Green for £20 and was
paying seven shillings and sixpence a week for
it, so I liked weddings very much!

Sometime after the photo was taken, the
choirmaster, Mr Davis, was superseded by

Different Times
EDDIE MATTHEWS

D T
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Dudley Davenport. The boys
were asked to sing at a
Summer fête, which was then
held in Cotteridge Park. We
sang Negro minstrel songs
with blackened faces and wore
straw boaters. Very different
times indeed, I am sure you
will agree!

Time has so many aspects. Our
Patron Saint, Nicolas,
performed his many good
deeds more than 1,800 years
ago, yet time has not
diminished his popularity, nor
his loyal following worldwide.

Many of the aspects of time
and space in our universe are
hard to comprehend. The
nearest similar planet to ours
could be almost ten light years
away, a distance through
space of billions of miles, so
large that our imaginations
cannot grasp it. Some times
are beyond our
comprehension.

We use many different
expressions to talk about time.
"I have not got much time" for
a particular person. "It's time
for something to change." For
all of us, our birth is a moment
in time, as is our death, at the
end of our allotted time of life.

A life at sea can also bring
strange encounters with time.
During several different
voyages on container vessels
the ship would sail from New
Zealand directly to Europe.

This would mean traversing
the Southern Ocean towards
South America. At some point,
the ship would cross the
International Date Line. If the
day of crossing was a Friday,
we would have a second Friday
to add to the journey. A bonus
in time or not? If, on the other
hand, one travels to New
Zealand from the UK by plane,
one loses a day.

I was once required, whilst on
leave at home, to fly to New
Zealand because the Catering
Officer on one of our ships had
become unwell and had been
hospitalised ashore. I departed
from Heathrow at 3.00 pm on
a Friday and, after a change of
plane at Los Angeles and a fuel
stop in Hawaii, arrived in
Auckland at 7.30 am on Sunday
morning. I had lost more or
less a complete day. Time can
play strange tricks.

And now? It's time to end this
tale. Let us all hope and pray
that the virus will disappear. In
good time, of course!

This month,
Eddie
Matthews
muses on the
peculiar
nature of time.

THE STRANGENESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL DATE LINE



46 May 202146 May 2021

When we pause and look at our beautiful land
Do we wonder who lived in the place where we stand?
The Romans came and built a great wall,
And Danes, Saxons and Normans came to our shore.

Foundries, coal mines, cotton mills and shipbuilding too
Helped this country to help people like you.
There was also the man who toiled on his own,
Being industrious in his back yard at home.

Cobblers, tanners, carpenters and the like,
Sometimes complaining, but never on strike.
The teacher with cane in charge of the school,
Children in silence, afraid to break the school rule.

The farmer and family in one tiny room,
Mother spinning and weaving at wheel and at loom.
Father checking his animals at day's early dawn,
Tilling and harvesting his �ield full of corn.

Castles and manor houses built with love and care.
Now most are in ruins, some no longer there.
The poor in their hovel and rich with their estate.
These are the people who made Britain great.

Monarchs and parliament have their say,
Public services have their roles to play.
Our armed forces on land, air and sea
Fought and died so we all could be free.

History is the past and present and well.
What the future holds, no-one can tell.
This land is our heritage. Treat it with care!
For the next generations may it always be there.

Our Heritage
BARBARAWILKINSON

It is always a
pleasure to be able to
publish a poem.

Barbara Wilkinson
(née Godson) has been
writing poetry since
she was Kings Norton
Primary School in the
late 1940s and early
1950s.

This month, because it
fits so well with the
theme set by the
Rector's article, we are
delighted to be able to
print her piece "Our
Heritage".

Of herself, she writes,
"My maiden name is
special. I am one of
the few women who
can claim to be a
godmother,
goddaughter and a
Godson!".

We look forward to
bringing you more of
Barbara's work in
future issues.
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE
The contents of this magazine are
copyright © Kings Norton Team Parish
2021 and may not be reproduced in any
form without the written permission of
the Editor. The views, opinions and
comments expressed in these pages are
not necessarily those of the editorial
team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish
Ministry Team or its staff. Material
submitted for publication must be
accompanied by the name and contact
details of the provider including an
email address if available. When
possible, submissions will be produced
in full, but the Editor reserves the right
to make changes. If content submitted
for publication contains quotations
from other sources, the written
permission of the copyright holder to
reprint it must be supplied.
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