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Kings Norton 
Parish Magazine

A Church of England Team Parish 
incorporating the churches of 

Druids Heath - Hawkesley - Immanuel 
The Parish Church of St. Nicolas

This issue includes.. ■

Festival Pics Page 2
From the Rector Page 4
Festival 2007 Thanks Page 5
Twins Celebrate 100th Birthday Page 7
PRODH Page 9
The Hand Prayer Page 10
Christian Aid 2007 Totals Page 10
The Bishop’s Conference 2007

(A Personal View) Page 11
West Midlands Fire Service Page 13
Soak A Warden Page 16
Restoration Update Page 17
2007 Festival Pics Page 19
Return of Le Page Ensemble Page 21
August Barn Dance Page 21
BaptismsA/Veddings/Funerals Page 24
Church Services Page 25
Adversity Page 27
Festival 2007 Totals Page 27
Mena’s Birthday Thanks Page 27
Is Rachel Late For Work? Page 28
Book Review Page 29
Emergency Bible Numbers Page 31
A.N. Orak Web Guide Page 33
Did God Create Evil? Page 33
Look... more pics Page 35
Children's Pages Page 36
Developing Leadership 06/07 Page 39
Greeting from Immanuel Page 41
Parish Mag Page 42
Kings Norton Festival Pics Back Page

Who’s Who? - On Centre Pages

Items for inclusion in the September 
2007 Issue to be submitted by:-

Monday 20th August

CONTACT US AT:-
Kings Norton Parish Office 

St Nicolas Hall
30 Westhill Road, Kings Norton 

Birmingham, B38 8TN

tel:-0121 458 3289 
fax:-0121 486 3954

e-mail:-
editor@kingsnorton.org.uk 

parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk 
website:- www.kingsnorton.org.uk

Editorial Team
• Revd. David Gould - Chair
• Mr. Chris Holmes - Editor
• Mrs. Alison Blumer - Treasurer
• Revd. Jayne Crooks - Advertising
• Alan Haynes
• Miss Karen Urwin
• Mr. Graham Boulton
• Mrs. Gill Gould
• Mr Jim Clarke
• Mrs Joan Urwin
• Rachel Bannister

e-mail: editor@kingsnorton.org.uk

If you have cause for concern regarding any of 
the material published in this or any edition of the 

Kings Norton Parish Magazine contact 
Revd David Gould at:- 459 5144 

or by e-mail:- david.gould@kingsnorton.org.uk 
or via Parish Office

The views, opinions and comments 
expressed in these pages are not necessarily 
those of the editorial team of the Kings Norton 
Parish Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish 
Team, or it’s Staff. Material must contain the 
Name and Contact Details of the 'sender'. 
Wherever possible material submitted for 
inclusion will be produced in full, but the 
Editorial Team reserve the right to edit such 
items, whilst retaining the correct context. We 
entrust the ’submitter’ to ensure that, where 
necessary, copyright permission has been 
received to use the material.
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From The Rector
Team effort to be proud of...
“Church and community working together..

What a weekend for the Kings Norton Festival! 
It was hard work but utterly worth it. The rain 
held off on Saturday for the Festival itself. It 
came by the bucket on Sunday, but so did you 
for our United Service.

There aren’t sufficient words to say adequate 
thanks for the willing hard labour and 
imagination of so many in church and 
community - a real team effort for Kings 
Norton to be proud of. If you missed it, please 
mark the second weekend of July in your diary 
for next year - and start thinking of the ways in 
which you can be part. It really does matter - 
both for the pleasure enjoyed by so many and 
for the sign it makes of church and community 
working together.

Photo ©Chris Holmes

Despite all the space and table pressures, it was 
brilliant. There was a real buzz and even more 
visitors. If this is what we can do with no hall, 
no running water, no permanent loos, no 
celebrities - and too little space for parking, 
storing tables and everything else, what will we 
be able to do next year? Everyone involved 
deserves some time off before thinking about

that - but I'd be surprised if minds aren't already 
at work. Thank you all.

Why does it matter so much that we come 
together like this and welcome others to all that 
we have received in tradition, buildings and 
abilities? Because they are all from God. They 
don’t belong to us - or to any one group. We 
arc given the care of them - but to share and 
nurture for the sake of others, not ourselves. 
It’s what Jesus did - and what he calls us to do 
in Kings Norton today and tomorrow.

As wc work steadily towards next Easter's 
completion of the Restoration Project, all this 
matters more than ever. Church and restored 
buildings together give us huge new opportunity 
for gathering, inspiration, shelter, learning and 
celebration for all in our communities, those 
who have and those who have not.

Will you pray for those who bear the heaviest 
burdens of work, thought and determination - 
and pray for more to join them? Will you pray 
for God’s wisdom and generosity to grow 
among us all? Will you pray for many more to 
trust that they too have a lively part in church 
and community?

My own deep conviction is that Restoration, 
with all its delights and demands, is a sign and 
means of God’s generosity, inclusion and life 
here and now in Kings Norton and that it is a 
gift to inspire us in much wider and deeper 
response in all our life and in many places; 
Druids Heath, Hawkesley Church and School 
and every part of our parish’s communities. It 
doesn’t stop next Easter. In the biggest sense it 
will have only just begun. Next year’s Festival 
will be another wonderful opportunity to gather, 
to celebrate - and to be inspired. Please start 
looking forward now!

Page 4
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THANKS^
BUY THE BOOK

Thanks so much to everyone for 
supporting BUY THE BOOK stall in aid of 
OMS (Medan) and CMS (Afghanistan) at the 
Kings Norton festival on a glorious summer’s 
day - not often we've been able to say that 
this year!

We would like to say a big thank you to all 
who helped with the Kings Norton Festival 
on Saturday, to those who delivered posters 
and leaflets, decorated the Church with 
beautiful flower arrangements, transported 
tables and chairs, set up the Church and 
grounds, and cleared away afterwards, 
those who manned fundraising stalls and 
sideshows, carried water for the caterers, 
did guided tours of the Church and sent in 
contributions for stalls and raffle. All this 
help from the community is very much 
appreciated as we know we could not put on 
the Festival without you. Thank you all very 
much.

The Friends of Historic Kings Norton 
and Restoration Volunteers.

We had great fun meeting so many 
folk enjoying themselves, listening to the 
music and being taunted by so much good 
food around and other goodies! We made 
£227.26. We'll be sending £200 to Medan 
this week for student welfare and some 
books for the library. The balance will be for 
a wedding present for Grace Guinness.

Thank you for all your help, support 
and contributions.

Thelma and Neville Mitchell

Festival Day 2007
Carol and Gwen would like to thank all the 
people who gave toiletries for the stall held on 
that day.

We raised £289.35 towards Restoration Fund 
which is an increase on last year's total. 

Thank you again.

and Anne Morrell Gwen and Carol

COVER PHOTO

In a month of awful wet weather, the KINGS NORTON FESTIVAL 
on Saturday 14h July was truly blessed with glorious sunshine and 
the crowds turned out to enjoy a fantastic day. With so much 
going on and so many visitors to the event, we not only show a 
photo on the cover, but we have to spread photos throughout the 
entire edition of this months magazine. As promised, it 

really was a fun day.

Festival Photos Chris Holmes
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The Revd Jayne Crooks (Hon. Curate) The Revd David Gould (Team Vicar) 
The Revd Rebecca Pullin (Curate) Canon Rob Morris (Team Rector)

BOURNE JAFFA & CO.
“SOLICITORS”

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL PROBLEMS

★ FAMILY MATTERS, INCLUDING DIVORCE AND 
CHILDREN’S APPLICATIONS

★ CONVEYANCING AND PROPERTY MATTERS

★ WILLS AND PROBATE

★ DEBTS AND GENERAL LITIGATION

★ OATHS ADMINISTERED

THE GREEN - KINGS NORTON - BIRMINGHAM
0121-451 1661
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100th Birthday Twins 
celebrate double milestone

Identical twins John and Fred Flack
The brothers celebrating a wonderful and 

unique day

I was sitting watching the local news on the 
TV recently when I heard, “Twins 
celebrate double milestone”. Thinking 
‘what a warm and lovely story’... I started to 
listen more carefully...

Imagine my surprise when, 
halfway through the 
interview, the reporter 
turned to talk to our very 
own ‘ex-Rev’, Heather!

Recently retired Heather is 
the daughter of John 
Flack, one of identical 
twins.

Proud Heather

On 11th July, John and Fred Flack, two of 
the oldest twins in the country celebrated 
their 100th birthdays. It makes them 
among the world’s oldest identical twins - 
and means they have beaten odds of 700 
million to one.

Surrounded by family and friends, John and 
Fred celebrated their double milestone in

style as they toasted their birthdays with a 
glass of wine at Rashwood Care Home, 
Droitwich, Worcestershire.

John and Alfred Flack were born in 
Loughton, Essex on 11th July 1907. Both 
have lived in various places in the world 
and were inseparable until Alfred, who lives 
in Devon, worked abroad as a missionary 
and John's work took him to Kidderminster, 
Worcestershire.

They received a 
very special letter 
from the Queen that 
said: "I am so
pleased to know 
that you and your 
brother are 
celebrating your 
one hundredth 
birthdays. I send 
my congratulations 
and best wishes to 
you on such a 
unique occasion."

The brothers said they "never dreamt" of 
both reaching 100 years old but said the 
bond between them has grown even tighter 
as the years progressed.

"We can appreciate the privilege of living 
for so long," said Alfred. He added, “we 
put it down to our faith and not to any other 
miracle”.

John's daughter, Heather Flack, said she 
has got her father and uncle mixed up in 
the past. "They still look quite alike and 
they still have a lot of similar mannerisms 
and the voices occasionally have confused 
me."

Chris Holmes
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When you need us, 
we'll be there

Co-op
Funeral Services
1290 Pershore Road

STIRCHLEY
0121 458 5151
828 Bristol Road

SELLY OAK
0121 472 2459

24 hour service Midlands
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PRODH
PROJECT FORTHE RENEWAL OF DRUIDS HEATH

PRODH (Project for the Renewal of Druids 
Heath) developed from an initiative by 
Kings Norton Parish. The area of Druids 
Heath comes within the boundaries of the 
Parish and there used to be a Worshipping 
Community who met on the estate. 
However, this had to close due to a lack of 
resources in 2005. Not wishing to abandon 
the people who make up a large 
percentage of the Parish population, One of 
the team Vicars was sent to discover how 
the needs of residents could best be met.

After a time of research and profiling, 
Reverend David Gould came to the 
conclusion that the estate had two major 
needs: the first requirement was for 
cohesion, many statutory authorities and 
voluntary groups provide support to those 
who live on the estate but few people 
seemed to know about the range of 
services that they could access; the second 
need was for something that could provide 
a bridge to those service-providers.

Funding was applied for and gained from 
the Church Urban Fund and Together We 
Can’: a division of ’Communities and Local 
Government’ This enabled PRODH to 
employ a Community Development Officer 
to make relationships with people on the 
estate, understand their issues, needs and 
aspirations and develop a Community 
Council that truly represents the residents, 
allows them access to services, gives them 
a voice to express any concerns or ideas 
and is consulted by the statutory authorities 
in all matters of import that concern the 
area.

Karen Urwin was appointed by PRODH in 
May 2007. She has had extensive 
community experience on Druids Heath 
estate, beginning with helping out at 
Summer Play Schemes in the late 70s and

moving on to becoming Secretary of the 
Bells Farm Community Association. She is 
currently the chairman of the Lane Theatre 
group, who perform community theatre 
events from Manningford Hall, and has run 
a Cub Scout Pack on the estate for over 16 
years. Karen is also a present member of 
the Manningford Hall Management Group 
and Bells Farm Community Association.

Karen has links 
with Kings Norton 
Parish also, having 
always worshipped 
at St. Nicolas 
Church and being 
an active member 
of the 
congregation.

She said,
“Obviously there is 

Karen Urwin a lot to do but the
relationships that 

PRODH is building and the way the
community is so welcoming is very
heartening”. She continued, “I find the 
openness with which the residents discuss 
issues and the partnerships that are
beginning to develop most exciting. I have 
a true sense that this project has a future in 
improving the lives of all those who live on 
Druids".

Karen is based at Dell Meadow Family and 
Community Learning Centre, Bells Lane, 
(next to the Oaks Primary School) Druids 
Heath, Birmingham B14 5RY and can be 
contacted at:

Tel: 0121 430 6005 
Mobile: 07969 833627 

E-mail: karen.urwin@kingsnorton.org

Chris Holmes 
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3D Course
Birmingham

Diocesan course for
Developing
Disciples
A bible-based study course for 

established Christians who want to 
develop their understanding and 

discipleship.
We are enrolling now for September 2007

Ask for a brochure from 
the Parish Office

The 
Hand 
Prayer
*7 wanted to 
share it... ”

A lot of people have 
asked me if I invented 
the hand-prayer, (which 
was in the last issue of 
this magazine,) No, I 
didn't; I was given it by 
a friend and I just 
thought that it was so 
good, I wanted to share 
it.

Sylvia Fox
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iow can i rcmemuerwnai 
tnd who to pray for?
here arc so many things and people 
ho need my prayer?

ou iif,ul look nofurther than your on w 
■mil and yourJln^en and thumb

huiiiii the strongest iligil on vow linnd. 
ive llnnks lot nil the 'hong thing* in ynm 
e. lelalionships. profile ami places that support 
id sustain yon.

,«1c>l l inger the |minium tingci on your hand. Pray lor : 
osc people amt things in vow lile uho guide and help yo 
iends. teachers, medical .'lull, ciliagency services, shop sta

Uddle Finger - lliis L. Ihc Inllcst lingei on vow hand Pray 1 
I Ihc important people uho have pnuci In Ihe uodd. like woi 
jdtts and llieii governments. incmbci- of pajliamcul and loc 
tuncilloi*. Ihc Royal Family, laiancul leaders. leaders 
lanalional companies and agencies, tic

King Finger lliis i* Ihc evrakcsl linger on vow hand, 
c-aimol do lunch by itself. Remember Ihc pool. Ihc uca 
[ Uie homeless. Uie Imugiy. Ihe lonely, die sick and II 

ybeieaeed

■.title Finger lliis is Ihe smallest linger on yo 
liand. Iml is essatlial lo proper hand (wiclio 

Pray for yomscil.

Christian Aid 
Week 2007

House to House 
Collection

FINAL
TOTAL

King’s Norton Team Parish 
is pleased to announce that 
the final-total from the house 
to house and church 
collections during Christian 
Aid Week is £4250.35, with 
an additional £495 estimated 
as the Gift Aid tax relief. 
THANK YOU EVERYBODY!

Any money raised through 
our other Christian Aid fund 
raising activity called 'Pledge 
It' is in addition to the above 
figures and will be advised 
separately.

If you would like to find out 
more about the work of 
Christian Aid please visit 
www.christianaid.org.uk or 
write to Christian Aid, 
Freepost, London SE1 7YY

Claire Greenhill and 
Joan Urwin



 
    

    
    

   
    
  
 

   
     

     
 

    
     

   

The Bishop’s Conference 2007
A Personal View

It’s not every week that all of the diocesan 
clergy go off together for a week so a trip to 
Swanwick loomed with mixed thoughts! 
Would it be little huddles of people, would I 
know people having moved from another 
diocese where I felt I knew many? Would it 
be full of stodgy seminars about all the 
problems the church was facing?

The Bishop’s Conference 2007 lived up to its 
advance publicity for me. It was about life 
and hope and awareness of all that God has 
blessed us with in creation, in our humanity, 
in one another. It had some excellent bible 
exposition from Canon Dr Paula Gooder that 
really made us think but enabled us to go 
into some complicated stuff and get excited 
about it! A beautiful setting was created for 
worship in the chapel with an amazing 
infusion of plants and water to touch the

senses. Ann Morisy, author and community 
theologian, spoke memorably and powerfully 
into the conference, even offering an extra 
lecture!

Throughout the conference small groups 
met to enable some friendships to be built 
and I valued the sharing that went on in that. 
Meals proved a good opportunity to meet 
new people and get a sense of the wider 
diocesan perspective.

The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick

Finally the Bishop. I was trying to keep going 
on my bike and we had got to about twelve 
miles short of Swanwick where the road 
starts an uphill climb for all of those miles. 
Suddenly there was this voice shouting 
encouragement! Bishop David joined us for 
those last miles on his bike. Throughout the 
conference he was positive, encouraging 
and demonstrating that rare quality among 
leaders of really wanting to be among those 
he is called to serve, modelled I suspect on 
somebody called Jesus, and much 
appreciated by many.

I was glad to be there, encouraged that so 
many have a hope and vision for the future 
and that so many from different traditions 
and backgrounds can come together in a 
common calling, a common purpose and 
with a common hope!

Revd David Gould

horl@quinprint
*8P: limited

• Letterheads

• Brochures

• Business Cards 

Leaflets

• Labels

• Flyers
• Envelopes

www.harlequinprint.co.uk
Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk

0121 459 3454
26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, 

Birmingham B30 3HZ.
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Aiming Higher

organic 
vegetable boxes 

with covenient 
home delivery

New B usiness of 
the Year Winner 2006

Move to a healthier, fresher 
diet of seasonal vegetables 

delivered free to your doorstep.

Our award winning vegboxes 
start from only £7.50.

For more details visit

www.rivernene.co.uk
or local rate call on

0845 078 6868
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FIRE SERVICEWEST MIDLANDS

George Burfitt 
Community Advocate

WMFS Community Advocate, 
George Burfitt, urged that people 
read the 'Free fire safety check in 
your home’ article printed below

As well as bringing a great deal of 
fun to the Kings Norton Festival, 
the fire-fighters of Kings Norton 
Green Watch were on-hand giving 
good advice and offering a free fire 
safety check service too.

After seeing her 
grandchild on board 
the magnificent Fire 

Engine, Betty 
Sheldon persuaded 
fire-fighter, Alex, to 

give her a fireman's lift 
too.

Free fire safety 
check in your 
home.
As part of our commitment to making 
West Midlands safer, we offer a free 
service where fire-fighters from your 
local Fire Station will carry out a free 
home fire safety check.
The home fire safety check will take 
about half an hour of your time. Fire
fighters will check your home and give 
you fire safety advice in order to keep 
you safe from fire and also fit a free smoke alarm(s), if required.

• Visits will be by appointment only.
• All appointments will be pre-arranged with you.
• Fire-fighters will be wearing uniforms and carrying identification cards. 

Please ask to see the identification card, and if you require confirmation 
telephone the Free phone Helpline on 0800 389 5525.

Home fire safety checks are free your safety is our concern. To request your free home 
fire safety check: Call Free phone Helpline: 0800 389 5525.
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For quality mEmoRiALS at itioderate PRiCEs”
tt

The ItiEiiiORiAL 
ComPAHY

• Colour Brochure add PRicE LisT
• ADDiTioriAL inscRiPTions, REnovATions 

COmPETFTiVE QUOTATionS

• CRErtiATion Tablets wIth flower vases

• HorriE calls Pi on day to SunDAY 
(EVEninGS incLUDED) to Hieet 
YOUR FAmiLY CO ft! Hi ITlTl E nTS - 
no ©BLiGATion to purchase

• ITlEITiORiALS AVAILABLE iri 
GRAnrTE, GARBLE, STOnF 
AHD SLATE TO ttlEET CHURCH 
REGULATionS

• Work also unDERTAKEn at 
Braudwood EnD, Wythall

AUD OTHER LOCAL CEHlETERi ES 
AHD CHURCHYARDS.

• EnTRAnCE TO OFFiCE AHD 
SHOWAREA AT SiDE OF
St. nicoLAS Church, 
off The GPEEn in 
Back Road (saitie PREmisEs 
as S. GAScoiGnE Ann Sons Ltd).

- i rn rri e d i ate

COHTACTABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK OH

0121-459 2335
- A mElTlBER OF STAFF WiLL ALWAYS AUSWER

Postal Address 277-279 Pershore Road South, 
Kincs lloRTon, BiRminGHAm B30 3EX
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MONUMENTAL MASONS
Quality Manufacturing Since 1898 
To Deliver Your Requirements

Kings Norton Churchyard’s Nearest Manufacturing Mason

Unique Materials - Individual Designs - Extensive Displays 
Additional Inscriptions & Renovations

“See Our Craftsmen At Work”

0121 444 1840
“The Sculptor”

Visit Our Showroom & Workshop At:

Cemetery Works, Woodthorpe Road, Brandwood End, Kings Heath,
Birmingham B14 6EH

JUST GOOD FOOD
FINE FOOD FOR SOCIAL EVENTS

Just Good Food has over 10 years experience K
In the catering industry, providing first class service 
toavariety of customers.

From old favourites to new and exciting recipes,
Louise and her team will create simple and thoughtful menus.
□ Finger Buffets
□ Weddings
□ Private Dinner Parties
□ Corporate Entertaining

□ Fork Buffets
□ Funerals
□ Marquee
□ Events

All our food is cooked and prepared fresh on the day by a chef that cares

Call Just Good Food for an ‘event to remember’contact Louise

0121 772 2288 or 07971 254330
or email louise@justgoodfood.com
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Relaxing at the festival Old Grammar School
and

Saracens Head 
Every Wednesday 

and Saturday
at

10.30 a.m.
Starting in St. Nicolas Church

Organised by
The Friends of Historic Kings Norton

SOAK A 
WARDEN
Seemed like great fun to ‘soak 
a warden' at last months 
Summer Festival.

Community Warden, Paul 
Kennedy, smiles as he thinks 
that Bethan can’t throw the 
sponge... but she cleverly 
prepares to ‘wipe the smile’ 
from his face by running in 
close and squeezing it over his 
head while he is helplessly 
locked in the stocks.

But everyone ended up smiling 
and money was raised for a 
good cause. nus

•TON
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Restoration Update
“Progress on site continues We are now busy with 
planning for the re-opening of the Old Grammar 
School in late autumn and the main building next 
spring... ”

Progress on site continues - despite the rain. The 
new roof is almost complete on the North and 
East ranges of the main Tudor building and 
looks very impressive. We are just finishing the 
repair of the chimneys. The basement walls 
have been formed and work is underway on 
interior block work. Next will come the 
steelwork for the new wing. Do keep looking.

Fay Fcaron (reader). Rev Jayne Crooks, Rev Donald 
Sampson, Rev Rebecca Pullin. Rutli Snashall (reader)

Investigation work on the Fireplaces in the 
parlour and the Queen's Room has also revealed 
two medieval fireplaces including one complete 
with medieval painted beams.

We have also hosted visits to the site by the 
West Midlands Heritage Architects, Councillor 
Lines - Cabinet member for Housing for 
Birmingham City Council, by Ecclesiastical 
Insurance and the Head of Corporate Affairs 
from M&B Breweries. All were very 
encouraged and inspired by our buildings and 
the progress of the Project.

At the Old Grammar School work continues on 
stone repairs and on replacing the rotten timber 
frame on the first floor above the doorway, now 
almost complete. Investigation all but confirms 
the theory that the older upper floor was 
brought from elsewhere and placed on 
the newer ground floor.

We are now busy with planning for the re
opening of the Old Grammar School in late 
autumn and the main building next 
spring. Watch this space!

Canon Rob Morris

NORTON ■ IJ XtCO rl
A Full Design and Home Improvement Service, 

Repairs. Painting and Decorating

83 AVERSLEY ROAD, KINGS NORTON B38 SIM 
TEL: 0121-458 6498
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www.LittleSnippers.net

15 Vardon Way 
Kings Norton

B38 8YG

rf i

tiair & Beauty
fcr

Children A Adults
* Child A Adult hair * Customer car parking

* First cut certificate * Free refreshments

* Carnes console

* Soft play area

* Kids cutting chairs

* Pamper parties

* Ear piercing

* Special needs welcome

* Hi-lites Low-lites

* Dry & wet cuts

* Nail technician

* French Manicures

* Parent & child offers

Tel: 0121 458 2555 email: hair@littlesnippers.net
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HARRIS OF
Hastings House, Charlotte

STIRCHLEY LTD
Road, Stirchley, Birmingham. B30 2BT

In our newly refurbished showroom you will find on display an exciting 
range of Kitchens and Bathrooms. We offer realistic prices and advice 

from our expert staff.

WE OFFER A PLANNING & ADVISORY SERVICE
A family business founded in the 1920's, Harris of Stirchley are one of 
the few truly mixed builders merchants and would expect to be able to 
supply all that is necessary for building or improving your house, office 
or factory. Our comprehensive stock range is supplemented by a 
kitchen and bathroom showroom with computer planning service and 
displays of garden paving, walling and fencing products. Timber to 
paint... plumbing to bricks and cement.

Our experienced staff are able to help and advise, and will be pleased 
to obtain that special item of your choice.

APPROVED BATHROOM 
SPECIALIST

70 YEARS OF 
SUCCESSFUL 

TRADING BMF
MEMBER

Hastings House, Charlotte Road, Stirchley, Birmingham. B30 2BT 
Telephone: 0121 451 1664 Fax: 0121 433 3864

Registered in England No. 380819
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Welcome 
Return of Le 
Page Ensemble
Book Early

Following their memorable visit to St Nicolas 
Church last year, we look forward to the very 
welcome return of The Le Page Ensemble’.

They are coming back with another delightful 
concert in aid of restoration. Please book the 
date now - and start inviting others. Full 
details in next magazine or on the website.

Concert - 6th October 
at 7.30pm in St Nicolas

BARN DANCE
1M) <$£•

Westhill Road
£5 per person

Tea and coffee will be available, 
but bring your own drinks if required!

Tickets available from The Restoration office (458 1223) 
or the Parish Office

Proceeds towards the Kings Norton Restoration Fund
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THE PARISH OF KINGS NORTON
The Parish of Kings Norton is a Team Parish comprising the parish church of 

St. Nicolas and three other District Churches.

WHO'S WHO AND ORGANISATIONS
Clergy:

Canon ROB MORRIS (Team Rector), The Rectory, Kings Norton B30 3EX 458 3289/459 0560
The Revd. DAVID GOULD (Team Vicar), 53 Wychall Park Grove, B38 8AG 459 5144
The Revd. REBECCA PULLIN (Curate) 458 2950

Hon. Curate:
The Revd. JAYNE CROOKS, 15 Chalgrove, Avenue, Kings Norton B38 8YP 459 3733

Methodist Minister (Hawkesley):
The Revd. DONALD SAMPSON 476 7223

Lay Staff:
Mrs. FAY FEARON (Reader), c/o Parish Office or..... 451 1914
Ms RUTH SNASHALL (Reader), c/o Parish Office

Church Wardens 
St. Nicolas ..

Hawkesley (Chief Stewards)

Immanuel (Warden) 
(Deputy Warden) 
(Deputy Warden)

SIAN SMITH c/o Parish Office 
Mr. STEPHEN PLANT 
Mr. JIM CLARKE 
Mr. RAY DAVIS 
Mr. PETER SMITH 
ALAN HAYNES 
DEBBIE MALONE 
GERRY MOORCROFT

458 3289 
458 3289

Mobile 07939 838086 or 550 3455
458 5774 
453 9931
459 4711

P.C.C. Secretary............................................. Dr. CATHERINE BENNETT
P.C.C. Treasurer ............................................Rev JAYNE CROOKS, c/o Parish Office 458 3289

Parish Office: 30 Westhill Road, Kings Norton, B38 8TN 458 3289
(Office: 10.00 a.m. -1.00 p.m. Monday to Friday) Fax: 486 3954

Parish Administrator......................................Mrs. CHRISTINE BOWEN 458 3289
Parish Administrator......................................Ms. RACHEL BANNISTER 458 3289
Finance Administrator....................................Mrs. CHRISTINE GADD 458 3289

Organist and Music Director........................ Miss SYLVIA FOX, 9 Kingshill Drive, B38 8SA 07778 449170
Choir & Orchestra Practices ........................... Tuesday: Individual Tuition 7.00 - 8.30 p.m.

Friday: Juniors 6.30-7.45 p.m., Seniors + Adults 8.00-9.00 p.m. 
Sunday: Before Evensong 5.30-5.45 p.m.

Immanuel Music Group Leader ...................SUSAN HAYNES, 42 Marbury Close, B38 8YX 459 4711

Sunday School/Junior Church Superintendents:
Oasis (St. Nicolas) contact via Parish Office 458 3289

Hawkesley ..................................................
The OASIS (Immanuel).............................. Miss NICKY CROOKS

IMPACT! (Youth Group)................................ Every Sunday, 7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m., at St Nicolas Hall
...........................................................................Leader: GARETH JONES
Hawkesley Anglican 

Methodist Church
Primary School..........................................Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR
Headteacher .............................................. Mr. GRAEME DOBSON 459 6467 Fax: 459 6468

Bell Ringers ................................................... Practice Tuesdays at 7.15 to 9.15 p.m. in the Tower
Ringing Master ............................................. Mr G HARRISON, c/o Parish Office
Secretary.........................................................Mrs. CLAIRE CALVER 458 2342

Kings Norton Handbell Ringers....................Practice Mondays at 7.30 p.m.
Secretary..........................................................Mrs. JO NELSON Mobile 07970 852280 or 208 4013
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Bible Reading Fellowship
Secretary................................... Mrs. J. CALEY, 25 Fairmead Rise, Kings Norton, B38 8BS 458 3328

Women's Evening Fellowship 1st Thursday at 7.30 p.m. in St Nicolas Hall
Secretary: Mrs. CAROL DEVIC 458 3289

Every Wednesday afternoon in St Nicolas Hall
DEB BUCKLEY & SIAN SMITH 702 2063

KAREN URWIN (Project for the Renewal of Druids Heath) 430 6005

At St Nicolas Hall:-
Beavers (aged 6-8): Wednesdays 5.00-6.00 p.m.

Ahmeek: Mrs. PENNY HATTERSLEY 628 5694
Cubs (aged 8-10’/2): Wednesdays 6.15 p.m.-7.45 p.m.

Leader: Mr. JOHN HATTERSLEY 628 5694
Scouts (aged lO'/s-IS’/i): Wednesdays 8.00 p.m.-9.30 p.m.
Leader: Mr. ROB KEENAHAN 244 0789

At the Bells Farm Community Centre:-
Cubs (aged 8-11): Thursdays-6:30 p.m.- 8.00 p.m.

Leader: Miss KAREN URWIN 459 7086

At St Nicolas Hall:-
Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 p.m. -6.30 p.m.
Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 p.m. -8.00 p.m.
Guides (247th Birmingham): Mondays 7.15 p.m. -9.00 p.m.
Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesday 6.00 p.m.-7.30 p.m.

At Hawkesley Church Centre:-
Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Monday 5.30 p.m.
Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesday 6.30 p.m.
Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursday 7.00 p.m.

Fourth Friday at 8.00 p.m. mainly at St Nicolas Hall
Contact: RICK AND CLAIRE SIMPSON 459 5750

Kings Norton History Society Last Monday (or last but one if Bank Holiday) from September
to May (exc. December) in St Nicolas Church at 7.30 p.m.
Secretary: Mrs CLAIRE SIMPSON 459 5750

St. Nicolas Pre-school Playgroup Monday to Friday 9.30-11.45 a.m. in St. Nicolas Hall

Parish Magazine Editor Mr CHRIS HOLMES contact via Parish Office 628 5284
E-mail editor@kingsnorton.org.uk

Parish Magazine Treasurer Mrs. ALISON BLUMER, 60 Masshouse Lane. B38 9AA 486 2837
Advertising Manager Revd JAYNE CROOKS, contact via Parish Office 458 3289

Parish Website Mr GFtAHAM BOULTON contact via website www.kingsnorton.org.uk
or e-mail webmaster@kingsnorton.org.uk

Telephone prefix in all cases 0121

Could all included in this section please inform 
Parish Office if and when contact details change

During the restoration construction period, from July 2006 to January 2008, venues 
and times may vary from time to time. The Parish Office has temporarily moved to 

30 Westhill Road, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8TN.
The telephone number remains the same.

CONTACT PARISH OFFICE 0121 458 3289 
If you or your group are still unsure where you will be able to carry on 

YOUR meetings and activities, please contact the Parish Office

Seniors Club (Over 65's)

PRODH

Scouts and Cubs 
(198th Birmingham)

Scouts and Cubs 
(129th Birmingham)

Guides and Brownies

Guides and Brownies

Kings Norton Society
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June 2007 Baptisms
“//; the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. ”

3rd June 2007 
3rd June 2007 
3rd June 2007 
3rd June 2007 
3rd June 2007 
3rd June 2007 
17th June 2007 
17th June 2007

Chelsea Louise Baglcy 
C'Jay Kevin Alan Thacker 
Chloe Joan Kiely 
Lucy May Calnan 
Henry Paul Compton 
Ollie Michael Griffiths 
Mia Victoria Taylor-Brant 
Alfte Alan Hales

June 2007 Weddings
“ Those whom God hath joined together, let no man put asunder. ”

2nd June 2007 
2nd June 2007 
2nd June 2007 
16th June 2007 
16th June 2007 
16th June 2007 
23rd June 2007 
23rd June 2007 
30th June 2007 
30th June 2007

David Vidgcn and Sarah Hall 
Paul Griffiths and Eleanor Potter 
Jonathan Crosslcy and Gemma Venables 
Graham Copson and Susan Rawlc 
Richard Morgan and Dawn Kinsella 
Luke Arnold and Emma Harrison 
Darren Good and Laura Howell 
Alexander Potts and Terri Harris 
Steve Wall and Anwen Murfin 
Paul Kinnctt and Amanda Wait

June 2007 Funerals
“/ am the Resurrection and the life, saith the Lord. ”

I st June 2007 Colleen Catherine Worrall, aged 51

4th June 2007 Elsie Irene Wren, aged 75 
5th June 2007 Anita Elva Bladford, aged 51 
6th June 07 David Samuel Richards, aged 90

8th June 2007 Tina Worrall, aged 49

8th June 2007 Christine Hilda Brown, aged 64

II th June 2007 John Henry Heame, aged 64 
11th June 2007 Karl Steven Stree, aged 19

11th June 2007 Janet Kathleen Shuter, aged 63 
12th June 2007 Michael Henry Cox, aged 72 
12th June 2007 John Henry Ryan, aged 67 
14th June 2007 Sheena Judge, aged 58 
16th June 2007 Dennis Evans, aged 80 
19th June 2007 Winifred May Witton, aged 88 
19th June 2007 Marjorie Ermine Nash, aged 97 
22nd June 2007 Margaret Elizabeth Pennie, aged 68 
26th June 2007 Anthony Philip Price, aged 56 
28th June 2007 Geoffrey William Bryant, aged 63

Service in St Nicolas;
Burial at Kings Norton Cemetery 

Cremation at Lodge Hill 
Service in St Nicolas; Burial in Churchyard 
Service in St Nicolas;

Cremation at Lodge Hill 
Cremation at Robin Hood;

Interment in Churchyard 
Service at St Nicolas;

Cremation at Lodge Hill 
Cremation at Robin Hood 
Service in St Nicolas;

Burial at Kings Norton Cemetery 
Service in St Nicolas; Burial in Churchyard 
Cremation at Lodge Hiii 
Cremation at Lodge Hill 
Cremation at Lodge Hill 
Interment in Churchyard 
Cremation at Robin Hood 
Cremation at Lodge Hill 
Cremation at Lodge Hill 
Interment in Churchyard 
Interment in Churchyard
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SERVICES

St. Nicolas
EVERY SUNDAY

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship (various)

EVERY MON/ WED/THURSDAY
9.00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer

EVERY 1st, 3rd and 4th SUNDAY
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion 
(sung Communion with Oasis 5/7’s)

EVERY THURSDAY
9.30 a.m. Tiny Tots 
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion

2nd SUNDAY 4th SUNDAY
10.30 a.m. Parade Service 10.30 a.m. Family Service
11.45 a.m. Matins (BCP)

'Oasis' for children aged 3 to 11, EVERY SUNDAY (except for Parade Service) at 10.30 a.m. 
The children join the congregation in church towards the end of the service.

Tiny Tots for 0-5's and parents/carers - each term-time Thursday 9.30 - 10.30 a.m. - in Church - 
for play, coffee and chat.

Candle-lit Church meets EVERY WEDNESDAY 6.30 to 8.00 p.m. Creating a Candle Lit Church 
where anyone can come and enjoy a peaceful creative space in this busy city. Tea 
and coffee will be available and all are invited to feel free to come and go as you 
please throughout this time.

Hawkesley Anglican/Methodist Church
- meeting at the Hawkesley Pastoral Centre, Shannon Road/Old Portway 
EVERY SUNDAY 10.30 a.m. Family Service and Sunday School.
EVERY TUESDAY 9.00 a.m. Morning Prayer

Immanuel Church
- meeting at Fairway Day Centre, corner of The Fairway and Wychall Lane. 
EVERY SUNDAY 10.30 a.m. Morning Service/Communion.
Oasis - Every Sunday 10.30 a.m. (except for All-Age Worship service)

Druids Heath Services here are currently suspended pending an exploration 
of future possibilities.

CafeT meets each week at the home of Gill and David Gould and welcomes people from all 
congregations (or none) to explore faith issues in a home based context. Call the 
Parish Office for details.

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGES
Forms & particulars obtained from St Nicolas Church on Thursday Evenings between 6.30 & 8.00 p.m. 

or if you have other queries contact the Parish Office, 30 Westhill Road, Kings Norton, B38 8TN.

General Enquiries:- Parish Office Mon to Fri 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 
e-mail:-info@kingsnorton.org.uk - Web Site:-www.kingsnorton.org.uk

Please visit the Parish Website on www.kingsnorton.org.uk 
for more information on services on a weekly basis.
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Why Choose An Independent Financial Adviser?
Because it 

PAYS to 
take an 

UNBIASED 
view

KINGS NORTON, NORTHFIELD AREAS

www.unbiased.co.uk

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES (UK) LTD
An Independent Financial Services (UK) Ltd 

representative.

Independent Financial Services (UK) Ltd is an appointed 
representative of Falcon Group pic, which is regulated by 

the Financial Services Authority.

• Pensions
• Investment & Saving
• Mortgages Protection
• Equity Release
• ISAs/Unit Trusts
• Group Pensions

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep 
up repayments on your mortgage

Tel: 0121 475 9655 Mobile: 07830 254899 
Fax: 0121 475 9655 

129 Wychall Road, Northfield B31

e-mail: john.clapham@theifsgroup.com 
website: www.theifsgroup.com
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Adversity
When things are getting out of hand 

And times are very bad,
In fact, in living memory,
The worst you’ve ever had.
The roofs caved in, the chimney’s down,
The scene is very bleak,
On top of that, the kitchen tap 
Has just begun to leak.
There’s black spot on the roses 
And greenfly on the beans,
The fence that you erected 
Way off to starboard leans!
Dandelions in the lawn,
Ground elder in the bed,
Wet rot in the decking 
And dry rot in the shed,
You forgot your anniversary,
No present and no flowers,
And as a consequence of this 
Your wife has sulked for hours.
Do not despair, do not give in,
Help is close at hand,
That British panacea
That’s used throughout the land,
No matter what your status,
Be it high or low degree — Just nip into the kitchen 
And make a cup of tea!

Brian H. Gent.

All are invited to
Candlelit Church

in St Nicolas’
Wednesday at 6.30 pm - 8.00 pm 

Stay for 5 minutes or an hour 
it’s your space

©
Candles 
Creativity 
Contemplation

FESTIVAL
2007

The total collected 
so far:
Cake Stall £140.52
Merchandise * £355.75 

Penny Arcade £62.35 
Programmes £179.50 
Raffle 175.20 
Stall Hire £580.00 
Toiletries £289.35 
Donations: Brownies £54 
Scouts £50 
Sponsors £825.00 
Other donations £75.24 
Total: £2786.91
* The figure for merchandise 

is for Gross Takings and 
is not therefore net profit. 
There are still sponsorship / 
donations coming in!

MENA SAYS 
A BIRTHDAY 
THANK YOU

I just want to thank 
everybody for their beautiful 
cards and good wishes on 
my 90th Birthday.
I had a wonderful few days.

Mena (Day)
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LOOKING FORA
RELIABLE

PLUMBER?
No callout charges 

No VAT charges 
No job too small 

No charge for friendly advice

Itemised receipt issued with all work 
Most aspects of Heating and 

Plumbing carried out

Tel: 0121 451 2366
and ask for Barry

The Greenery
THE FLORIST ON THE GREEN

Accounts, Contracts & 
Teleflorist Relay Service 

Available

Creative Weddings 
And Funeral Designs

8 The Green, 
Kings Norton 

Birmingham B38 8SD

Tel: 0121 459 0061 
Fax: 0121 486 1154

IS RACHEL LATE 
FOR WORK?
Is Parish administrator, Rachel Bannister, 
late for work or is she simply taking drastic 
action to avoid the restoration work as she 
makes her way to the Parish Office?

“Get the kettle on... I’m on the way...”

Nahhh... Rachel is enjoying the adventure 
activities when members from Immanuel 
Church went on a weekend away 30th 
June/1 st July (see page 41) to the Pioneer 
Centre at Cleobury Mortimer. She is seen 
here on one of the excitements called a Zip- 
Wire.

CH
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BOOK REVIEW
Mandate to Difference:
An Invitation to the Contemporary Church 

Author Walter Brueggemann
Published by WJK £12.99 ISBN: ISBN: 0 664 231121 7

The author, Walter Brueggemann, is now 
Professor Emeritus of Old Testament in the 
William Marcellus McPheeters Chair at 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, 
Georgia. If you did not know better I suspect 
many of us would stop at that point, put down 
the book and certainly not take this review any 
further! BUT! Stop, what if here was a highly 
regarded writer writing in a way that was 
exciting, accessible, interesting, like the beach 
novel you have just read (or 10 if like me on 
holiday!), a book that you wanted to keep 
reading, not put down.

May I dare to suggest that this is one of those 
books? No, it’s not a comic or Hello magazine, 
but it is readable. I put it off for three months 
having bought it thinking here was a book I 
should read!

In this book the church is called to stand out 
clearly and courageously to defy political 
polarisation, consumerism and militarism, not to 
give in to the temptation to live in a cocoon of 
safety but to live and be in such a way that fear 
and anxiety is despatched and adversaries 
become friends. That's just the back cover!

I am now half way through the fourth chapter 
and having dipped into the rest can commend 
this book with confidence. Chapter One: The 
Good News of Regime Change is a call to se all 
under the management of God and that the call 
is to align ones life, ones vocation for all life, 
more fully with God and not allow ourselves to 
think that Christianity is just a set of rules and 
pseudo moral certainty. Chapter Two develops

WALTER BRUEGGEMANN

MANDATE TO
AX INVITATION TO THE CONTEMPORARY CHURCH

DIFFERENCE
a theology of city in all its Weeping and Hoping 
and the call not to lose heart. Chapter Three is 
a call to hear the Sabbath Voice of God in 
Jesus and enables us to speak and live and be 
against death and denial and despair. It speaks 
of how those who sought to destroy Jesus did 
so because the practice of Sabbath of rest and 
of hope in more than the material, subverts the 
entire world of acquisitiveness and therefore 
threatened their whole world because that was 
needed to keep the wheels of commerce going! 
By the time you read this I will have finished the 
book and I am looking forward to the rest of it! 
For all those who believe that as faith 
communities we have a positive message of 
hope to offer in the model of offering that Jesus 
modelled for us then do buy a copy of this book 
and rejoice for the clarity and wisdom of authors 
such as this!

Revd David Gould
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OF KINGS NORTON LTD

FENSA
Registered Company

46 Calverley Road, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8PW 
Tel: 0121 459 3443 Mobile: 07790 592942

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair Spindals, Skirting, Etc.

Email: dovetailsofkingsnorton@hotmail.co.uk 

A small family business Established 1989
Apprentice trained. Over 35years experience 

V.A.T. Registration No. 8608 728 95
Company Directors: A.S. Crowton, Louise P. Crowton. Company Registration No. 5773418
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Emergency Bible Numbers
When in sorrow-------- call John 14

When men fail you-------- call Psalm 27
If you want to be fruitful,-------- call John 15
When you have sinned-------- call Psalm 51

When you worry-------- call Matthew 5:19-34.
When you are in danger-------- call Psalm 91.

When God seems far away-------- call Psalm 139.
When your faith needs stirring-------- call Hebrews 11.
When you are lonely and fearful-------- call Psalm 23.
When you grow bitter and critical--------call 1 Cor. 13.
For Paul's secret to happiness--------call Col. 3:12-17.

For idea of Christianity--------call 1 Cor. 5:15-19.
When you feel down and out--------call Romans 8:31-39.
When you want peace and rest--------call Matt. 11:25-30.

When the world seems bigger than God--------call Psalm 90.
When you want Christian assurance--------call Romans 8:1-30.
When you leave home for labour or travel--------call Psalm 121.
When your prayers grow narrow or selfish-------- call Psalm 67.

When you want courage for a task--------call Joshua 1.
How to get along with fellowmen--------call Romans 12.

If you are depressed-------- call Psalm 27.
If your pocketbook is empty-------- call Psalm 37.

If your loosing confidence in people--------call 1 Cor. 13.
If people seem unkind--------call John 15.

If discouraged about your work--------call Psalm 126.
If you find the world growing small, and yourself great-------- call Psalm 19.

Emergency numbers may be called direct. No operator assistance is 
necessary. All lines are open to Heaven 24 hours a day!

Feed your faith, and doubt will starve to death!

Author Unknown
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Enjoy Learning 
To Drive With

DAVID SMITH
Qualified Professional Instructor 
Pass Plus & Motorway Tuition 
The Latest Ford Fiesta 
Very Competitive Prices 
South B/ham & Surrounding Areas

357a Lickey 
Rednal, 
Birmingham, 
B45 8UR.

0121 453 9931
mob: 07932 311142

Carpet Cleaning Service
• HiTech Equipment
• Wet & Dry Cleaning
• Deep 3 Stage Cleaning 

Means No Early Re-Soil
• Stain & Odour Removal
• Protective Coating Available
• Carpets & Upholstery
• Furniture Removed & Replaced

Free Survey & Quotes 
Competitive Rates

call CLIFF LAW on
0121 778 1398 

Mobile 07749 718229

a Ms\sa/\i
-Optometrists-

fc *8*
Kings Norton 

2 Thn [irni'n 
B3B BSB 

0121 ASI 3-485

Alvi?cliurcli 

23 Tlio Squaru 
B*4B 7LA 

IJ12I -4-4/ 8GU2

Glaucoma and 
Diabetic Screening

Free glasses available for 
Children under 16 and Students 

under 19 with NHS Voucher

Free Sight Test for over 60’s 

Reflection free coating only £24.90

THE MOST COMPACT SOLUTION 
TO A VERY COMMON PROBLEM 
OF GETTING UP INTO THE LOFT

TELESCOPIC
LOFT

LADDERS
• New Design,

High Quality

• Easy to Operate

• Lightweight, 
Durable Aluminium

• 90mm Wide 
Safe Treads

LOCAL CARPENTER
Call for a No Obligation Quote
MARTYN - 07930 403 861
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What will the weather be 
like today?
With the summer holidays here, the 
weather forecast can make a big difference 
to our plans. The Met Office supplies 
information to TV stations for their 
broadcasts, but what if you have missed it? 
The Met Office have their own site at 
www.metoffice.org where they supply 
detailed five day forecasts with information 
for every 3 hours during the day. You can 
search for regional information or more 
specifically by post code depending on how 
much detail you want.

If you are going abroad for your holiday 
you can check out
www.worldweather.org the website of the 
World Meteorological Organization. This 
site has information on over 150 countries 
and forecasts for most popular holiday 
destinations.

The BBC website is another mine of 
information. At www.bbc.co.uk/weather 
you can not only get UK and World 
forecasts, but also information on climate 
change, what you can do about it and 
generally understanding the causes of the 
different types of weather. There is also a 
photo gallery which is well worth a look and 
it even tells you how to build your own 
weather station so you can do some 
forecasting of your own.

Happy Surfing

DID GOD CREATE 
EVIL?
At a certain university, there was a professor with a 
reputation for being tough on Christians. At the first 
class every start of term, he asked if anyone was a 
Christian and proceeded to degrade them and to 
mock their statement of faith.

One term, he asked the question and a young man 
raised his hand when asked if anyone was a 
Christian. The professor asked, "Did God make 
everything, young man?" He replied, "Yes sir He 
did!" The professor responded, "If God made 
everything, then He made evil." The student didn't 
have a response and the professor was happy to have 
once again proved the Christian faith to be a myth.

Then another man raised his hand and asked, "May I 
ask you something, sir?" "Yes, you may," responded 
the professor. The young man stood up and said 
"Sir, is there such thing as cold?" "Of course there is, 
what kind of question is that? Haven't you ever been 
cold?” The young man replied, "Actually, sir, cold 
doesn't exist. What we consider to be cold is really an 
absence of heat. Absolute zero is when there is 
absolutely no heat, but cold does not really exist. We 
have only created that term to describe how we feel 
when heat is not there."

The young man continued, "Sir, is there such a thing 
as dark?" Once again, the professor responded, "Of 
course there is." And once again, the student replied, 
"Actually, sir, darkness does not exist. Darkness is 
really only the absence of light. Darkness is only a 
term man developed to describe what happens when 
there is no light present."

Finally, the young man asked, "Sir, is there such thing 
as evil?" The professor responded, "Of course. We 
have rapes, murders, and violence everywhere in the 
world, those things are evil." The student replied, 
"Actually, sir, evil does not exist. Evil is simply the 
absence of God. Evil is a term man developed to 
describe the absence of God. God did not create evil. 
It isn't like truth, or love, which exist as virtues like 
heat or light. Evil is simply the state where God is not 
present, like cold without heat or darkness without 
light."

The professor had nothing to say....
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CLASSIC CATERING
Corporate & Business Hospitality 
Conference & Banqueting events 

Champagne and Canape Receptions 
Complete Wedding Service 
Company & Family BBQ's 

Family Celebrations 
F uncials

Tel/Fax: 0121459 7129 
Web: www.classiccaterin g. co. uk 

Email:mail@classiccatering.co.uk

Hats to Buy and Hire 
near Alcester

Please call for an appointment
01789 489029

www.hatelegance.co.uk
Kings Norton Festival Day 
Saturday 12th July 2007
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SudokuChildren's Page...
with Karen Dear Friends,

It's Summer Holiday time again. Well 

holidaYs can de 9rea^ fun but they 
fP-l: ,-j| can be difficult too, especially if you 

* have a hard time getting along with

your family. My story today was sent 

to me by my very dear friend 

Dorothy. It reminds us that nobody 

is perfect but that does not really matter, 

what matters is that we love one another for 

who and what we are.

Enjoy, Karen

TinyTo+s
Please note there is no tiny 
tots at St Nicolas over the 

summer holiday.
^ We meet again on 6th

5 4

2 4

2 1 6

4 5 3 1

1 3

6

Sudoku Rules
The numbers only go up to 6. 
There needs to be all the num
bers 1-6 in every box and every 
line.

LAST MONTHS 
SUDOKU 

SOLUTION

1 6 3 2 4 5

5 3 1 4 2 6

2 4 5 6 1 3

6 1 2 3 5 4

3 5 4 1 6 2

4 2 6 5 3 1

For all your 
Decorating Needs

FREE
ESTIMATES

INTERIOR A 
EXTERIOR

MICHAEL J. GIU
For a Friendly and Trustworthy 

Personal Service

Call Michael on
0121 458 3830
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The Cracked 
Pot
An elderly Chinese lady 

had two large pots, 

each hung on the ends 

of a pole which she carried across 

her neck.

One of the pots had a crack in it 

while the other pot was perfect. At 

the end of the long walks that the 

lady took each day to collect her 

water, the perfect pot always came 

back full but the water leaked out of 

the cracked pot so it was always half 

empty.

For two years this happened every 

day, with the lady only bringing home 

one and a half pots of water.

The perfect pot was very proud of 

itself but the cracked pot was 

ashamed that it leaked and miserable 

that it couldn't do what it was 

supposed to.

After two years of feeling a failure 

the cracked pot spoke to the lady 

one day by the stream. “I am

ashamed of myself, because this 

crack in my side causes the water to 

leak out all the way back to your 

house." The old lady smiled, "Did 

you notice that there are flowers on 

your side of the path, but not on the 

other pot's side? That is because I 

have always known about your flaw, 

so I planted flower seeds on your 

side of the path, and every day while 

we walk back you water them. For 

two years I have 

been able to pick 

these beautiful 

flowers for the 

table." “Without 

you being just the 

way you are, there 

would not be this 

beauty to decorate the house"

Each of us is different and we all 

have our own cracks and flaws, but it 

is these that make our lives together 

so interesting and rewarding.

What we need to do is to take each 

person for what they are and look 

for the good in them.

The Green Kings Norton Birmingham 
2nd Saturday each MonthKings Norton

Farmers Market Next Market 

± Sat 11th August
9.00 a.m. to 2.00
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A friendly 24-hour service 
is offered from our 

Kings Norton Funeral Home
A family run business with a personal and 

compassionate outlook, giving service 
to the people of Birmingham and the 

surrounding areas

Since its birth at the beginning of the century this Birmingham 
based family business has built a foremost reputation for its 
professional service, furnished with care, understanding and 
sensitivity.

Now in its fourth generation, S. Gascoigne & Sons Ltd. 
continue to offer the people of Birmingham a premier personal 
and professional service.

S. GASCOIGNE & SONS LTD.
FAMILY OWNED

Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 

277-279 PERSHORE ROAD SOUTH
(NEXT TO ST. NICOLAS CHURCH)

KINGS NORTON 
BIRMINGHAM B30 3EX

0121 458 5859
24 HOUR SERVICE
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Developing Leadership 2006-2007
_ “we are called to lead and serve by God

who equips and nurtures...”

Revd David Gould

The question is 
often asked, 
especially at 
Annual Meetings 
of the PCC, 
where does the 
money paid into 
the Diocesan 
Common Fund 
go? The answer 
is often around 
clergy pay, 

pension and housing. It will often in the 
mind of some go to paying for the diocesan 
staff, the Bishop and so on.

It also goes to pay for clergy training. Since 
I was in receipt of this I wanted to write and 
say thank you and also make us aware of 
what was involved. Over three stays at Offa 
House near Leamington Spa, the Coventry 
Diocesan Retreat House, I have been part 
of what is called the Developing Leadership 
course. This is run jointly by the dioceses of 
Worcester, Hereford, Birmingham, Lichfield 
and Coventry and is intended to enable a 
group of about twenty five clergy think hard 
about what it means to lead, different 
leadership styles and to develop awareness 
of the skills we bring from previous 
occupations as well as the opportunities for 
honing new skills.

I met some fascinating people. My tutor 
lives in Northern Ireland; she is a 
Methodist, a trainer, and career consultant 
to senior clergy in twenty two dioceses! No 
pushover and a superb tutor! I met a priest 
from Hereford diocese who has eight 
parishes with a total population counted in 
hundreds... and all are listed buildings to 
contend with.

I met a fascinating priest who during the 
course decided to resign his post after 
some very brave and pioneering work left 
him asking himself if he should work in 
another way so he is trying that! I was 
delighted to work with and meet many 
others.

We were all encouraged by the course, left 
richer for it in spirit and education. We 
learnt more about ourselves but most 
importantly we were reminded that we are 
called to lead and serve by God who equips 
and nurtures if we will let that happen.

I think a fine course which I trust will show 
fruit in the ministry I am called to over years 
to come.

Revd David Gould

Interior / Exterior / Domestic / Commercial

Painter & Decorating Contractor
Houses, Shops, Schools, Offices, Elderly Homes, Ceramic Tiling 

Insurance Work Welcome Free Quotations & Advice

Stuart Aston
3 Elms Close, West Heath, Birmingham B38 8HY
S 0121 475 5902 0777 6230620
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L A FALLON LIMITED
HARDWARE & PLUMBING

3 THE GREEN, KINGS NORTON, BIRMINGHAM B38 8SD

TEL/FAX: 0121 458 1679
WE CARRY A FULL RANGE OF THE FOLLOWING:

• 5L MORTICE, YALE LOCKS. ERA &STERLING LOCKS
• DOOR HANDLES, CUPBOARD CATCHES, AND ALL TYPES OF IRONMONGERY.
• TEE HINGES, SUFFOLK LATCHES & BUTT HINGES
• WARDROBE RAILS & FITTINGS, CURTAIN WIRE & FITTINGS
• FULL RANGE OF GARDENING TOOLS/BARBED WIRE/GALV WIRE
• A RANGE OF TOOLS FOR ALL TRADES
• JOHNSTONE PAINTS, STAINS, PAINT ROLLERS & TRAYS, BRUSHES, FILLERS, 

SEALANTS & ACCESSORIES.
• RANGE OF PLUMBING FITTINGS INCLUDING END FEED, YORKSHIRE & 

COMPRESSION, COPPER TUBE, WASTE PIPE & FITTINGS, FLEXI HOSES, TAPS 
& ACCESSORIES.

• ONE OF THE LARGEST STOCKISTS OF LIGHT BULBS IN THE MIDLANDS. 
FLUORESCENT TUBES,BATTERIES FUSES, CABLE, CONDUIT & ELECTRICAL 
FITTINGS

• VACUUM BAGS, VACUUM BELTS, CALOR GAS, REGULATORS, HOSES, COAL, 
SMOKELESS FUEL, WOOD LOGS, KINDLING & ELECTRIC HEATERS

. ► GAS HEATERS ON SPECIAL OFFER @ £72.50 ◄
• COMPOST,PEAT,FARMYARD MANURE.GROWBAGS.TOPSOIL, & GARDEN 

FERTILISERS *** BEDDING PLANTS NOW IN STOCK ***
• A LARGE RANGE OF HOUSEHOLD & KITCHEN UTENSILS, INCLUDING 

BROOMS, MOPS, BUCKETS, ELECTRIC KETTLES, TOASTERS, IRONS AND 
VARIOUS ITEMS.

KEY CUTTING WHILE UT WAIT
SHARPENING SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR 

GARDEN TOOLS AND LAWN MOWERS
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO LIST EVERYTHING 

CALL IN AND LOOK AROUND
► ► IF YOU CANT SEE IT JUST ASK ◄ ◄

OPEN: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8.30 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. 
SATURDAY 8.30 a.m. - 4.30 p.m.

CALOR GAS STOCKIST
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GREETINGS FROM
IMMANUEL CHURCH!
Last month a group from Immanuel spent 
the weekend at Cleobury Mortimer, near 
Kidderminster. We had a good time in 
fellowship - and some even went down 
the zip wire! The theme was Worship. 
We shared several sessions of prayer 
and praise together and teaching 
sessions around creating a sacred space 
(including taking off our shoes to enter 
the room!), reminding ourselves of what 
we are doing when worshipping; and the 
Great God who deserves our worship. 
This culminated in a special time of 
prayer with one another.

Several at Immanuel 
are under pressure at the moment, 
through changing circumstances, ill 
health or facing stressful situations. We 
have reminded ourselves and each other 
that in such times we are to “run with 
perseverance the race marked out for 
us... (to) fix our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith...so that 
(we) will not grow weary and lose 
heart." (Hebrews 12:1-3) No doubt the 
Worship Weekend helped in this.

Please continue to pray for us as we 
continue to pray for you.

Susan Haynes

Hawkesley Church
Enjoy Coffee & Chat 

We Meet fortnightly on Tuesdays 
YOUR WELCOME
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She’s here to answe 
your questions.

You can contact her at 
agonyaunt@kingsnorton.o?tpj 
or write via the Parish Office.

Dear Margaret,
At a recent trip to the cinema, we saw a 
trailer for a film called Evan Almighty which 
is all about a modern day Noah. With all the 
rain we've been having recently do you think 
he is on to something? I think we should ask 
the PCC to form a committee to oversee the 
building of an Ark, what do you think?

Shem, Ham and Japheth

Dear Shem, Ham and Japheth,
I'm afraid all the committees for this year 
have already been formed and I don't think 
we are looking for any more building 
projects - not until Restoration is finished at 
least. Thanks for your concern, but I think 
you’ll find that God has promised not to 
repeat the flood mentioned in the Bible.

Dear Margaret,
What we need in this parish are more social 
events where we can let our hair down and 
generally have fun together. It needn't cost 
much, but they are a good way of getting to 
know each other better. Please will 
someone organise one soon.

'Dosey' Doe

Dear Dosey,
You will be pleased to know that there is a 
Barn Dance on the 10fh of this month. It's at 
St Nicolas Hall and you can get your ticket 
from the Parish Office (only £5). What's 
more it is raising funds for Restoration so 
you can have fun and do some good at the

TIRED OF BEING LET DOWNP
Let me provide a

Regular...
Reliable...

Competent...

WINDOW
CLEANING
SERVICE

ring John at
I H SERVICES

01216045777

CLEANER
WANTED

At St Anne's Church, 
West Heath.

Contact Stuart Dimes on 0121 
476 7776

for further information.

Please support our
ADVERTISERS

Our Parish Magazine
Thank you...
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A. W. DAVIES
AND ASSOCIATES

DENTAL SURGEONS

MONDAY - THURSDAY 8.30 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
FRIDAY 8.30 a.m. -1.00 p.m.
SATURDAY by appointment only

At Middleton Hall Road
TUESDAY 8.30 a.m. -12.30 p.m.

30 THE GREEN 
KINGS NORTON 

Tel: 0121 458 1362

5 MIDDLETON HALL ROAD 
KINGS NORTON 

Tel: 0121 458 1368

Abbey Electrical
Full & Partial Re-Wires
Fuse-Board & Earthing Upgrades
Kitchens
Showers
Lighting & Power
Intruder Alarms & CCTV
Security Lighting
Smoke & Fire Alarms Systems

0782 522 8781 
peter@abbeyelec.co.uk

8 Pinehurst Drive 
Kings Norton 
Birmingham B38 8TH

Peter Gaffney 
Business Manager
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HARLEQUIN PRINT Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ. 
Tel: 0121 459 3454 Fax: 0121 458 3089 Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


