
1

The Magazine
For church & community

March 2018 £1

The Easter Question p.4
Blue Plaque Scheme Steams Ahead p.7
Bert MacDonald, Olympic Silver Medallist p.8
Rethinking Judas p.12
From the Friends of Kings Norton Park p.14
Darkest Hour : Film Review p.34
The Amazing Grace Experience p.38
From Banned Book to Bestseller p.42

A Church of England Team Parish serving all in Kings Norton and Druids Heath through the Parish
Church of St Nicolas and the District Churches of Hawkesley and Immanuel

parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk | www.kingsnorton.org.uk
Registered Charity 1134799

King
s N

ort
on

’s O
nly

Wha
t’s

 On G
uid

e



2 Front page photo: The licensing of Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu on 7th February 2018. See p.38.
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When Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu was licensed as
our new Assistant Rector last month (p.39), there
was a moment when the Bishop of Aston invited
his entire family to the front. You can see it on
our cover. It was symbolic, because it reminded
us that no-one who is called to serve God is
expected to stand alone. As St Paul tells us,
Christians are grafted into a body in which each
member depends on all the others to function
and to grow. Each of us needs the love and
support of family in order to fulfil our calling, be
that the family into which we were born, the one
into which we were baptised, or both.

One of our parish's great strengths is that it is
overseen by a Team Ministry, a model of service
in which responsibility is shared, in which each is
accountable to others and in which support is
readily available. Teams foster continuity, change
and challenge; but inevitably, they evolve. As we
welcome Eliakim and his family, with all they
have to offer, we also say goodbye and thank you
to Revd Jane Platt (p.35), who has given herself
so generously to this parish since 2015. Her skill
and her wisdom, particularly in funeral ministry,
have given encouragement and hope to many.

Our remaining "Lent Conversations" (p.11) and
our Holy Week services (p.18) provide rare
moments to reflect together as we approach the
joy of Easter. Do join us as we explore why,
contrary to all human expectation, the Light
continues to shine in the darkness.

The Editor



4

From the Rector
The Easter Question
Advances in modern surgical and resusci-
tation techniques have meant that pa-
tients are regularly brought “back to life”
after their vital life functions cease. If we
are trained in life saving, we can be confi-
dent that applying the right amount of
pumping and blowing (what used to be
called the “kiss of life”) to a collapsed
person showing no signs of life, may be
enough to keep blood and air circulating
sufficiently until medical expertise arrives.

For those who have “died” and been re-
suscitated, stories abound of the visions
and sensations they experienced, usually
referred to as near death experiences
(NDEs).

Worldwide scientific studies into the phe-
nomena of near death experiences have
identified inexplicable similarities.  People
speak of “leaving their body” while still
having awareness of their surroundings;
of being drawn towards a beautiful bright
light which is radiant and welcoming.
They experience feelings of total peace
and tranquillity which suddenly dissolve
when they are resuscitated by medical
staff. It is as if they were on their way to
somewhere unimaginably beautiful but
are snatched back to their physical self by
medical procedures. It seems that the
boundaries between life and death are
not as absolute as we may think.

During my years in Australia, I had the
opportunity of meeting with Aboriginals
who spoke of incidences of members of
their group willing themselves to die and
doing so within days. In our own culture
we hear stories of people who seem to
know their death is near and make de-
tailed, practical preparations before-
hand. We also hear of people who are
terminally ill and seem to wait for a cer-
tain event to take place before dying. It
seems the boundaries between death
and life are not as absolute, or beyond
our control, as we think.
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The Easter question most asked is, “How
can a man come back to life after being
crucified?”  We could respond by saying,
“Ah, but he was not any man, he was the
Son of God and he had foretold, albeit by
allusion and scriptural comparisons, that
he would suffer, die and rise again.”  For
the believer this becomes a core tenet of
belief and faith. For the sceptic, this is not
enough.

Are believers able to give to a sceptical
listener a convincing account of exactly
what happened?   For those who are
sceptical about resurrection, I suggest
that the more helpful question to
consider is, “Why have millions of
Christians for over 2,000 years believed in
the resurrection and found inspiration,
joy and peace in this belief?”

In the 11th century, Archbishop Anselm of
Canterbury introduced the concept of
fides quaerens intellectum, faith seeking
understanding.  A person must begin with
a conscious commitment to faith, as re-
ceived and taught by the Church, and
then use their reason and intellect to scru-
tinise and understand its validity and im-
portance for their lives. Critics of this
approach are concerned that to believe
that which, at first, seems unbelievable is
a form of deliberate gullibility or intellec-
tual hypocrisy on the part of the individu-
al. Yet it is clear that the human mind is
capable of vast imaginative leaps which
prefigure world-changing developments
in such areas as science, the arts, philoso-
phy and politics,  not based upon the
world as it is, but as it could be.

Women and men dream dreams, visual-
ise what seems impossible, ideas and
concepts beyond everyday thinking and
knowledge. Where would we be without
those minds that conceived of manned
flight, antibiotics, democracy or accu-
rate astronomy? Many of them were
ridiculed, stigmatised and even perse-
cuted for their ideas. Jesus transcended
the moral, ethical and cosmological
thinking and beliefs of his day and he too
was ridiculed, persecuted, tortured and
executed for his unwavering belief in his
mission to the world. His teachings and
example are widely recognised as being
of universal value.

Christians believe that Jesus has a
unique importance to the world which is
ongoing and not only historical. Yet be-
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lievers, whether new or of long standing,
who follow his teachings and the
Church’s interpretation of them over the
millennia, can still have their doubts. In
an incident recorded in Saint Mark’s Gos-
pel, Jesus encourages an anxious father
whose child is ill by saying to him, “If you
can believe, all things are possible to him
who believes.” Immediately the father of
the child cries out and says with tears,
“Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark
9.23). Once faith is woven into the fabric
of our lives, our acts of trust and commit-
ment will often carry us through the epi-
sodes of doubt or uncertainty. The
Church does not want unthinking adher-
ents, blindly following the commands of
its leaders. Rather, the Church encourag-
es its members to reason and question,
while believing and praying; their faith
seeking understanding.

So, why have millions of believers, past
and present, subscribed to the belief that
Jesus died and rose again?  This implausi-
ble, but not impossible, act has brought
inspiration, passion, joy and comfort to
the weak and the strong, to the power-
less and the powerful, to the lowly and
the exalted. It has stirred movements
and toppled tyrants; it has inspired some
of the greatest art and architecture in the
world. It has brought comfort to the dy-
ing and to those grieving. It has rallied the
despairing to a new hope and given those
who are lost a new sense of direction and
purpose in their lives. The new hope en-
gendered by the Easter story has proved
enduring, adaptable and resilient, while
so many others religious claims have
been lost in the mists of history. As Jesus
said, with faith all things are possible.

Revd Larry Wright
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Our January issue included an
article about the campaign by local
councillor Simon Jevon to see
recognition of Kings Norton as the
birthplace of Thomas the Tank
Engine. To remind those who don’t
know, the author of those world
famous stories, the Reverend
Wilbert Awdry, was a curate at St
Nicolas' Church when he wrote the
first stories, living in Westhill Road
during the Second World War.

Simon reports that he had several
messages of support from our
readers. These have strengthened
his approach to the Birmingham
Civic Society, which has confirmed
again that the proposal for a blue
plaque, or some other form of
recognition will be actively
considered. “It has been very
encouraging to receive so many
messages from readers,” says
Simon.

When the time is right, Simon is
also determined to achieve
recognition of the heroic life of one
of Kings Norton’s almost forgotten
figures, Ronald Cartland MP.

Ronald was poised to be one of the
country’s most significant political
figures when he lost his life at
Dunkirk in the Second World War in
1940, at the age of only 33,
defending British troops as a major
in the Royal Artillery.  He had been
MP for Kings Norton for five years.

Well regarded by Winston Churchill,
Ronald may well have been given
an increasingly significant place in
the Conservative party, and even
possibly a role in government. After
Ronald died, Winston called him “A
man of noble spirit who spoke
fearlessly for Britain”. The future
Prime Minister Anthony Eden said:
“He had everything before him and
would have had a great part to play
in the world after the war”.

Rounding a rather intriguing circle,
there was a memorial service for
Ronald at St Nicolas' Church. The
priest in charge was none other
than the Reverend Wilbert Awdry!

Simon Jevon can be contacted by
email at Simon.Jevon@
Conservatives.com

Blue Plaque
Scheme Steams
Ahead
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Though a worldwide frenzy tends to
surround the Olympic Games every
four years,  as decades go by most are
lost in the mists of history. But
sometimes, something happens that
means that they are going to live long
in the collective memory.

One of those Olympiads is the Paris
Games in 1924, the one that is

immortalised in the Chariots of Fire
film, first released in 1981 but so
inspiring a story that it still draws
significant audiences whenever it's
shown on TV.

It was the Olympics which saw
Englishman Harold Abrahams winning
the 100 metres, having built his career
in the face of anti-Semitic feeling at all

The Oscar-winning film 'Chariots of Fire' focuses on two British men who won
Olympic gold medals in the face of major obstacles. But a Kings Norton man was
one of their team-mates for Great Britain, and also came home with a medal.

Photo: the British team at the 1924 Olympic Games in Paris.

They Came From Kings Norton

Bert MacDonald
Olympic Silver Medallist & “Charioteer”
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levels. Even more memorably, it was
the Olympics at which the Scotsman
Eric Liddell (above, left), a devout
Christian, and possibly a better sprinter
than Abrahams, refused to take part in
the 100 metres event because the final
was set to take place on a Sunday.

Despite intense pressure from the
media and public opinion in general,
from fellow athletes and from the
British team management, Liddell
remained adamant that Sundays were
dedicated to worshipping God, and
refused to bow down. But his
courageous story gets even better.
Instead, he chose to take part in the
400 metres, for which he had no
particular record of competing, and in
which his best time was way below
international standards. In a highly
emotional race, he actually won the
gold medal.

On the morning of the 400 metres final,
July 11, Liddell was handed a folded
square of paper, the source of which is
still debated. In it he found the

message: "In the old book (the Bible) it
says: 'He that honours me I will
honour.'”

His refusal to compete on Sunday
meant he had also missed the Olympic
4 x 400 relay, in which Britain finished
third. With him, it would probably have
been different, because shortly after
the Games, his final leg in the 4 × 400
metres race in a British Empire vs. USA
contest helped secure victory over the
Americans, who had won the Olympic
Gold!

Born in China to Scottish missionary
parents, Eric returned to the land of his
birth in 1925 to serve as a missionary
teacher. Apart from two short visits to
Scotland, he remained in China,
inspiring, protecting and supporting all
those around him until he died in a
Japanese civilian internment camp in
1945.

Chariots of Fire includes several scenes
where Harold and Eric are seen with
fellow athletes preparing for the
Games, including those famous scenes
of the team running along a British
beach, to the stirring music composed
by Vangelis.

Whether those scenes are historically
accurate or not (and Chariots of Fire
does take several liberties with the
facts), it is nevertheless a fact that in
real life a member of the team, one
who actually joined Liddell and
Abrahams as a medal winner, was Bert
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MacDonald from Kings Norton. Bert
was one of those who will have looked
on and been inspired by both Liddell
and Abrahams, because his event took
place towards the end of the Games,
after they had achieved their feats.

Born Bertram Hector MacDonald on
May 25 1902, he spent virtually the
whole of his working life at Cadbury in
Bournville. Throughout his athletics
career, he was a member of the world-
famous Birchfield Harriers, based in the
Perry Barr area of Birmingham at the
Alexander Stadium. The Club
contributed no less than eight
members of the 70-strong British
athletics team in Paris. Bert was part of
the four-man British team to win a
silver medal in the now defunct 3,000
metre team race. The event had been
adopted as an Olympics event in 1912,
but Paris was the last time it appeared
on the Games schedule.

Nine nations took part in Paris. Four
members per nation competed, with
the highest-placed three being taken
into account to calculate the final team

placings. Friday 11 July saw the heats,
in which Bert and colleagues Herbert
Johnson and George Webb took 4th,
5th and 6th places to earn their place in
the final. In the final, on the last day of
the Games (a Sunday!) Bert finished
3rd, Herbert 4th and George 7th to
take the silver. The Finnish team won
the gold, the culmination of a period
when Finnish middle distance runners
were sweeping all before them, led by
one of the greatest runners of all time,
Paavo Nurmi.

Bert lived in the Midlands throughout
his life. He died at the age of 63 on
December 28 1965 in Wellesbourne in
Warwickshire.

Thanks are due to Rick Simpson and
Peter Griffiths for alerting us to Bert's
achievements. Rick has also provided
much detailed information on Kings
Norton's sporting history, which will be
used in future issues.

Michael Kennedy
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During Lent this year a series of “conversations” are taking place at St Nicolas’ Place, Kings
Norton on Wednesday evenings. Each evening is led by a visiting speaker on a key
contemporary topic. The evenings begin at 7.00 pm with bread, soup and a fruit, and
finish at about 9.00 pm.

If you would like to attend one or more of these events, please register your interest by
requesting a free ticket on the Events page of the parish website or let the Parish Office
know that you will be coming.

7th March: Living well in a Multi-Faith City.
Speaker: Dr Andrew Smith, Bishop of Birmingham’s  Inter-faith advisor

14th March: What next for our Environment?
Speaker: Dr Terry Miller of Lincoln University and Lincoln School of Theology

21st March: The Bible and the World Today.
Speaker: Dr Paula Gooder, theologian, author and broadcaster

These events are free of charge but there will be an opportunity to make a donation
towards the work of Christian Aid at the end of each evening.

The Kings Norton
Lent Conversations

Confirmation 20th May 2018
The Church of England website explains that “confirmation is a church service in
which a person confirms the promises that were made when they were baptised. If
you were baptised at a christening when you were a child, your parents and
godparents made these promises on your behalf. As a young person or adult, you may
be ready to affirm these promises for yourself and commit your life to following Jesus
Christ.”  If you’d like to join those preparing for this year’s confirmation service,
which will be led by Bishop Anne, please speak to The Rector or to Pauline Weaver.
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The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

Rethinking Judas

Our Wednesday morning Open Bible
group have been looking at a couple of
chapters from a book called Walking
Backwards to Christmas by Stephen
Cottrell.  We have been sharing the
New Testament story of Anna and
Simeon (St Luke's Gospel chapter 2),
which is told from Anna’s perspective.
She tells how she waits every day in
the Temple at Jerusalem and how she
knows each day where the light will
enter it.

Here at St Nicolas' Church, some of us
are fortunate enough to come in and
out of the building at odd times and
without the lights on.  We get to see
how the church is lit by the sun and
how that can change depending on
the time of day and the season.  At this
time of year when so many of our
readings are about light it seems so
appropriate that we notice these
moments of transformation.

During some evenings in Spring, the
evening sun comes in through the
huge west window and bathes the
aisle with a golden glow. At a funeral
this winter, the sun shone through one
of the side windows and the colours of
the window danced across the altar,
as if in celebration of the life we were
remembering.

The
particular
window
that the
shone sun
through
that day is
unusual for several reasons.  It is a
window which few people see, hidden
away at the top of the chancel
opposite its more famous neighbour.
It is a different style of window from
the others. There is much less picture
and more pattern.  Its colours are
different too: blues and yellows
dominate instead of the usual reds.
We are also unsure of who made the
window. It doesn’t match the other
styles in the building and may not be
original to Kings Norton.  My Google
research has failed to find any further
information or anything similar.

But it is its subject that fascinates me.
On one side, there is a roundel which
features nails and a crown of thorns.
On the other is the depiction of Judas,
complete with silver coins, noose,
sword, club and lantern.  Church
windows featuring Judas are unusual.
Some show his betrayal of Christ with
a kiss, others show him with a black
halo or as a furtive figure.  The window
in St Nicolas' offers no comment.
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Perhaps, as someone suggested,
having the two elements in the one
window is the ultimate symbol of
forgiveness.

I have always been interested in Judas.
I think he is unfairly judged where
others are not.  He is vilified but not
always understood.  We do not
consider the motivation for his actions
or offer him any forgiveness.  Judas,
we believe, later regrets his actions

and feels so guilty that he takes his
own life.  But what would happen to
our understanding of the story of Holy
Week if Jesus was not betrayed, and
betrayed by his friend?

So this Lent, when you visit St Nicolas'
Church, spare a moment to look at the
window and a thought or a prayer for
Judas.

Pauline Weaver

Advertise With Us!
It’s easy and inexpensive. Prices start at £10 for a quarter-page advert for one
month and a discount is available if you pay for a year in advance. You can even pay
online. You’ll find all the details on the parish website at
www.kingsnorton.org.uk/magazine or contact the Editor for more information.
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During the year, Kings Norton Park
became a greener and more welcoming
space for nature and people.

We managed to sustain activity and attain
a Green Flag (a culmination of previous
years’ efforts too), hold our regular
morning activity and extend involvement
of local community groups and schools.
Opportunities and help were successfully
provided by Active Parks. Waterside Care,
Keep Britain Tidy, Birmingham City Council
CRT, Birmingham Trees for Life, Buglife,
Birmingham Open Spaces, Edge Academy
and B&BCWT, while Cadbury donated an
outing gift.

We  continued to maintain shrub beds,
keep balsam at bay on the feeder in the
Park (lots to do in playing fields still!),
present a clean and flowing canal feeder,
increase the number of spring bulbs, plant
trees (fruit trees and an extension to giant
redwood avenue) and learn a basic tree
survey,  cut back brambles to allow spring
bulbs to flourish, remove dangerous and
unsightly litter, hold two children’s play
days, test water quality and carry out a
river fly survey. We also increased
wildflower meadow areas, met residents
at festivals and removed slippery autumn
leaves.

The cameras installed in the Playing Fields
car park stopped the tyre dumpers in their
tracks and the fence at the back of the
changing rooms prevented unsightly

graffiti. Our storage is neat and orderly.

We thank all of those individuals and
organisations who have contributed in
some way towards achieving
improvements, but notably our talented
and supportive Parks Manager Sue Amey
and the Lickey Hub Rangers team, the local
business contractors who replaced our
bridges and the councillors supporting our
plans, in addition to numerous individuals.

Looking ahead

Our 2018 schedule sees the continuation
of our regular get-togethers on the first
Friday of each month, starting at 10.00 am
in Westhill Road car park.  Everyone who
wants to help in our work is welcome to
attend. If the weather is inclement, we
meet up in St Nicolas’ Place.

Some pupils from Kings Norton Boys
School will soon be joining us to help carry
out a TTAP water test at several points
along the Canal Feeder, Lint Brook and
River Rea inside the Park and the Playing
Fields.  Waterside Care officer Lee
Copplestone will be leading this activity.
TTAP stands for ‘Temperature, Turbidity,
Ammonia and pH’ and potentially
highlights the presence of various
pollutants about which we may need to
advise the Environment Agency, Severn
Water or the landowners.  Thankfully our
tests usually confirm medium to good
water quality. You can follow progress on
Twitter @WatersideCare.

From the Friends of Kings Norton Park
Friends’ Co-ordinator Lynn Horsnett has sent us the following report

on the Group, its successes and its plans.
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We have recently announced the launch
of a Northfield Arts Forum History project
called 'Crossing Bridges' in our Park.  This
is made possible through a successful bid
to the heritage lottery fund.  It aims to
leave a historical legacy of the Park and its
water courses through research, trails, art
and social media.  NAF is working
with young people in the area who will
plan, coordinate, research and deliver the
project.  They will involve our local
community in discovering  more about
our Park’s rich history.

Friends of Kings Norton Park will be
helping NAF to capture stories and
memories from local people and create
accessible activities.  If you have a bygone
story, fact, myth or photograph about
Kings Norton Park that you would like to
share, please contact us or NAF via
Facebook, Twitter or email (see below).
Please look out for further information at
Farmers’ Market stalls and on
noticeboards in the Park, in the library or
in St Nicolas’ Place.

The Friends of Kings Norton Park group are
also planning a new shrub bed
surrounding our newly installed flag pole
site opposite Wychall Road. Ideas, helpers
and donations of a practical or financial
kind will be welcomed. The hoisting of our
Green flag will take place soon.

Our photograph (above) shows Friends
cutting back brambles in January to give
our Daffodil Coppice Walk a 'shooting'
chance this spring.  There will be a display
of daffodils, bluebells, primroses,
foxgloves and  red campion.

Please do come along and get involved.
Contact Friends of Kings Norton Park at
info.foknp@gmail.com, on Twitter
@kingsnortonpark.com or on Facebook
kingsnortonpark. You can contact NAF
Birmingham at artsforumnorthfield@
gmail.com, on Twitter @northfieldarts1 or
on Facebook northfieldartsforum.

Lynn Horsnett
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Readers will be aware that there are
two significant fund-raising initiatives
currently in progress: one to cover
repairs to the roof of Saint Nicolas'
Place, and one that will allow repairs to
the roof of the church itself.

The Saint Nicolas' Place roof was
damaged by lead thieves in 2016 (not
for the first time) and that fund has
been continuing for most of the
intervening period. Inevitably,
donations have tended to reduce and,
at one stage, it looked as though the
effort would not achieve its target for
several more months. So many of us

were surprised to see scaffolding being
erected in late January.

In fact, a breakthrough occurred early
in the New Year when the architect,
Stephen Oliver, was able to reduce the
overall cost by sourcing some
alternative materials without
detracting from the overall effect, thus
enabling work to begin. Specialist
contractors Stone Edge have removed
all the remaining lead and are replacing
it with terne-coated stainless steel,
which has no scrap value and is
extremely durable. The fund is still
nevertheless a little way short of its

Fundraising Update
Breakthrough for Saint Nicolas’ Place Roof
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revised target, but those responsible
are confident that the gap will be
successfully made up while work is in
progress. So Saint Nicolas' Place will
soon no longer be exposed to the
elements!

If you’re wondering about the
corrugated metal sheeting (left), it has
been put in place as
a Health & Safety
measure while
repairs are in
progress. The parish
is very grateful to
the manager of the
Bull’s Head pub,
who has allowed
the necessary
scaffolding to take
up space in his car
park.

Stone Edge plan to
finish work by 29th

March, so the roof should be on display
for all to see by Easter Sunday, 1st April.
A celebration is planned to mark the
end of the project later in April.

If you'd like to donate to the Saint
Nicolas' Place Roof Appeal, forms can
be picked up from the reception area,
or through the methods detailed at the
end of this article.

While the 'other' fund, the one to
support repairs to the roof over the
baptistery area of the church, has only
been in place for a few months, some
significant donations have been made
and the fund has also been swelled by

the proceeds of the many successful
events that have been organised. The
latest was a repeat of the very popular
Afternoon Tea event, which was first
held in the church in September, and
was organised again by Churchwarden
Julie Hill on Saturday 10th February.
The event raised just over £400, of
which £100 was Gift Aided, so the total

will rise in due
course.*

Despite all these
admirable efforts, it
is clear that further
major
breakthroughs will
be required if the
Church Rood Fund is
to meet its target of
more than £90,000.
The programme of
applications to
charitable
organisations is

proceeding, and may possibly be
boosted by the fact that the Church of
England in Birmingham has announced
participation in a £5 million fund by the
charitable Garfield Weston Foundation.
This fund will make grants to support
capital projects in churches and some
other institutions, particularly if the
project will help to provide enhanced
support to their local communities. A
successful repair to the church roof
will, as many readers know, allow the
creation of a much needed Toy Library
for deprived local families. So St
Nicolas' should be in the front line!

If you'd like to donate to the Church

Specialist contractors
Stone Edge have
removed all the
remaining lead and are
replacing it with terne-
coated stainless steel,
which has no scrap
value and is extremely
durable.
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Roof Appeal directly, specific Pledge
Cards are available from the Church
Roof Appeal display that is located
immediately inside the church. There
are also collection buckets. If you'd like
to play a more active role in the
fundraising effort, or have any ideas for
events, please don't hesitate to
contact Julie Hill at the Parish Office on
0121 458 3289.

Donations to either fund can also be
made through our page on the Just
Giving website on www.justgiving.
com/knpcc. You can also donate by
text, by texting STNP38 £(your
donation) to 70070 for the Saint
Nicolas' Place roof or STNR17 £(your
donation) to 70070 for the church roof.

A further potential fund-raising activity
that is being considered is the creation
of a dedicated eBay shop for St
Nicolas', through which items that are
donated to the church could be sold.
But to achieve this, we need some
specialist (and voluntary) advice from
someone who knows how to create
the most effective presence. If you are
that person, please contact our Lay
Minister Pauline Weaver at
paulineweaver@ blueyonder.co.uk

(*Julie Hill writes, “It was a pleasure to
see everyone who turned up enjoying a
good natter over a cuppa and I am so
grateful for the support of all our star
bakers, without whom the event
wouldn’t have been a success.”)

Holy Week Services 2018
All services are at St Nicolas’ Church unless stated otherwise.

Monday 26th March 7.30 pm Night Prayer with Reflection
Tuesday 27th March 7.30 pm Night Prayer with Reflection
Wednesday 28th March 7.30 pm Night Prayer with Reflection
Thursday 29th March 7.30 pm Holy Communion for Maundy Thursday

with Foot Washing
Friday 30th March 12 noon - 3.00 pm Good Friday 3-Hour Devotions,

including:
 12 noon All-age family service
 1.00 pm Stations of the Cross
 2.00 pm Tenebrae service
Saturday 31st March 7.30 pm First Holy Communion of Easter
Easter Sunday 1st April 9.00 am Easter Holy Communion
 10.30 am Easter Services at St Nicolas’, Immanuel

& Hawkesley Churches



19

What’s On In Kings Norton?
Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here. In this section of the
magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this parish

● A detailed Diary of Events organised over the coming month by the organisations listed
and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into advertising and listings. We
charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are seeking to attract paying
customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the Events Diary we print, free of
charge, listings of events organised by local social or charitable groups, together with their
contact details and a brief description of their aims.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for next month, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by the submission deadline shown on page 3. To
advertise in the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash
(editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of advertising charges are available on request or can
be viewed on the magazine page of the parish website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk.

Societies, Clubs & Venues

Contact information for Kings Norton organisations and locations that offer opportunities to
get together for events and/or to meet people who have similar interests.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, knhs@lagonda.org.uk

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of
£3 per talk is made.
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Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624
3865 or 07 887 512 382

An informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and about the
reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from 10.30 to
1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats and to
enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates and
meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nicolas’
Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as
Saint Nicolas' Place (SNP), through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about SNP and listings of
Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £7.50 per annum or £5.00 for those not in
full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com,
info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who
come together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring
playing fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the
recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with
organisations, including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet
0121 628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green
for the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their
young Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation
activities. We usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and some-
times during school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society  John Bowen (Chairman) 0121 458 3747

Our origins go back to Kings Norton Youth Fellowship. We still have a few who remember
those days but most are much younger. We normally meet at Kings Norton Tennis Club on
the fourth Friday of the month for a bite to eat, a chat and general socialising. We have the
occasional walk, quiz or speaker or best of all, we organise our own entertainment. If you
know a member tell them you would like to come, or call the number above.
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Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at Saint Nicolas’ Place
every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121
458 3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm
at Saint Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role in
enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tues-
day of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 0121 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Kings Norton Rotary Club  Colin Guy 0121 444 2020, colinguy1930@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary is an international network of clubs for business and professional men and women,
both active and retired. Clubs are committed to helping local and overseas communities. The
local branch meets most Tuesdays for lunch and fellowship at the Kings Heath Cricket Club,
247 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 6DT. Visitors are welcome at most meetings, but
should contact Colin Guy in advance.

Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.
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Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com, John
Taylor 0121 458 6397

Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of 2017. The
U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for retired
and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a voluntary
basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in interest
groups through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January 2017, it is already attracting a significant audience.
It gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the opportunity to
perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on the first floor of
the Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting to perform
should check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators pay a £3
entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at
the Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Robert Shaw, 0121 415 5226

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays,
buying and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome includ-
ing beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House in
Cotteridge.
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Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or
07874 216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or
competitive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night
(the first two visits are free) or annual membership is £40.

Kings Norton Fundraising Group for Birmingham St. Mary's Hospice
www.birminghamhospice.org.uk, suebarkerdavies@gmail.com, Sue Davies 0121 608 0646

We are a local group of volunteers who raise money to care for people living with life-limiting
illnesses, their families and carers in Birmingham and Sandwell. We organise fundraising
activities such as regular charity quizzes and stalls at local festivals. We also aim to raise
awareness of the wide range of services offered by the hospice.  If you can spare a few hours
to help, please contact us. We meet on the second Monday of each month at Kings Norton
Bowling Club.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about health
and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A Health
Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place every Friday
from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interested in joining
the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of
our walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For
those interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of
approximately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further
information.

Active Parks, www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council's Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partnership
with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities across
Birmingham parks. With the Friends of Kings Norton Park group, depending on the season,
it offers a range of local events, from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the Westhill
Road car park at Kings Norton Park.
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Kings Norton Bowling Club, 129 Wychall Lane, Birmingham B38 8AH, 0121 458 1570

We are long-established sports and social club, providing members with friendly company, a
bowling green and a range of indoor activities.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions
when club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Member-
ship fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in 1944, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part in
trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne Sports
and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8.00 pm onwards. There is a thriving
programme of social activities.

Multi-Sports Extra Gemma 07 737 415 737

A locally-based company that develops and manages a range of sporting activities to help
bring people together and enhance their quality of life. Following the completion of its free
weekly Learn to Skate activity in Kings Norton Park, further events are being planned and
will be announced in due course.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of
10 to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace
of the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

Black Adder Clog Morris, blackaddersecretary@gmail.com or find us on Facebook

Morris Dancing is an ideal way of having fun and keeping fit. Dancers and musicians, begin-
ners or advanced, men and women are welcomed by Black Adder. We meet most Thursdays
(except August) from 8.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. in Selly Oak Friends’ Meeting House at 930
Bristol Rd South, Birmingham B29 6NB. If you want to come along, please email us to check
we're meeting that week.
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COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 .

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organises
a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups and our
regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

The centre organises a number of regular activities. Each Monday, between 5.30 and 7.30
pm, we offer exciting free activities for young people aged 11-17: just turn up. We also have
a weekly Wellbeing Wednesday lunch for those aged 50 and over, with a free activity,
costing £5.50. Please book in advance. We also run a drop-in centre for young adults aged
18-25 for help with job applications, or just a cup of tea and a chat. You can bring children,
but please ensure they are supervised.

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information
on all events.

The Roadhouse Wharfedale Leisure Complex, Lifford Lane, B30 3DZ,
www.theroadhousebirmingham.com, 0121 246 2273

We are a successful live music venue, set up by local volunteers in 1999 after the closure of
the Breedon Bar. With a capacity of 250 people and a relaxed and friendly environment,
covering nearly every night of the week we host a wide range of musical genres, from
acoustic to rock, from bluegrass to reggae. Please see our website for listings.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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Open Church
Visit, pray, light a candle or share conversation over coffee.

We open St Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love. We welcome volunteers to

share in our offering of welcome, refreshment and care through St Nicolas,’ Hawkesley
and Immanuel, to steward at St Nicolas’ during Open Church and to care for our

churchyard, flowers and brasses.

Wednesday  10.00 am – 12.00 noon, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Candlelit Church with
informal learning together at 8.00 pm. Quiet spaces, candles,
conversation, creativity & music. Come and go as you like.

Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm for all Marriage and Baptism enquiries
Saturday 10.00 am – 12 noon for coffee, “Knit & Natter” & prayer.

For Young Children

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs more than £800 each week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all
financial support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do

ask for details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Baptisms and Marriages

Please visit St Nicolas’ on Thursdays between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm to ask any questions
and arrange bookings with our clerks. One of the clergy is also present to help if there is a

question over whether your service can be held in this parish.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Thursday 1 March
● World Book Day at Kings Norton Library: come and borrow a book
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 2.00-3.00 pm: Rita Sutton ‘Firsts’
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Selly Oak Friends Meeting House, 930 Bristol Road South 8.00-

10.00pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 2 March
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 3 March
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km ability)

and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am, meet
in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 1030 am-11.30 am

Tuesday 6 March
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● U3A (University of the Third Age) Monthly General Meeting, St Joseph’s & St Helen’s

Church Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge. Doors open 2.10 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club, 7.30 pm

Wednesday 7 March
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club , Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Armchair exercise & Bingo
● Kings Norton Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2.00-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00pm-10pm: Tilt & Shift

Show
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 8 March
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge,  2.00 pm: Marian Bax-

ter ‘Old Birmingham’

Events Diary March 2018
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● Black Adder Clog Morris, Selly Oak Friends’ Meeting House, 930 Bristol Road South, 8.00-
10.00pm

● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 9 March
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 10 March
● Farmers’ Market, The Green, 9.00 am-2.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km ability)

and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am, meet
in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Friends of Historic Kings Norton charity book sale, St Nicolas’ Place, 10.00 am-1.00 pm
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● ‘Stand Up and Stay Up’ exercise taster session, Kings Norton Library, 11.00-12.00

Sunday 11 March (Mothering Sunday)

Monday 12 March
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary’s Hospice, Kings Norton Bowling Club, 6.30

pm-7.30pm

Tuesday 13 March
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car park,

10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 14 March
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club , Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Outing to Webb’s Garden

Centre
● King Norton 41 Club, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 7 pm for 7.30 pm: Quiz
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 15 March
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Selly Oak Friends’ Meeting House, 930 Bristol Road South, 8.00-

10.00pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm
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Friday 16 March
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm

Saturday 17 March
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km ability)

and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am, meet
in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start

Monday 19 March
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (evening group), Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge, 7.00

pm: Sandra Brew ‘A Very Special Year as the Mayor’s Escort’

Tuesday 20 March
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Kings Norton Women’s Institute (afternoon group), Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge,

2.00-4.00pm:  Ray Sturdy ‘The Swinging 60s’
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 21 March
● Bournville Bookfest presents ‘We Love Shirley Hughes’ (for under-5s), Kings Norton Li-

brary, 10.30-11.30 am
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors’ Club , Saint Nicolas’ Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Meeting with children from

Fairway
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00pm-10pm: DPI Show
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 22 March
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Selly Oak Friends Meeting House, 930 Bristol Road South, 8.00-

10.00pm
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends’ Meeting House, Cotteridge,  2.00 pm: competi-

tions, stamps and postal history
● Councillors’ Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 23 March
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am
● Storytime for under-5s, Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 pm
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Saturday 24 March
● Friends of Kings Norton Park Beginners’ Running (for absolute beginners up to 5km ability)

and Social Group Running (for those who run regularly). Both groups 9.30-10.30 am, meet
in car park at Kings Norton Park

● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Children’s Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 11.30-12.30

Sunday 25 March
● Spring Meal at Kings Norton Tennis Club, 12.30 for 1 pm: four course meal with wine, £25

pp, all welcome. Pre-booking essential, please contact Lorraine Langdon on 0121 459 0944
● Kings Norton Golf Club Ladies’ Open Day. For details, see kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk/ladies

Monday 26 March
● Bournville Townswomen’s Guild, Friends’ Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00 pm
● King Norton History Society, St. Nicolas’ Place, 7pm for 7.30pm: Heather Flack ‘Ironside -

the King who fought the Danes’

Tuesday 27 March
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car park,

10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge 10.00

am-3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 1.00 -3.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 28 March
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Spoken Trend ‘open mic’ spoken word and poetry event, Bulls Head, The Green: perform-

ers report 7.00 pm, event begins at 7.30 pm
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00pm-10pm: Colour image

& portrait cup competition
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 29 March (Maundy Thursday)
● Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship, Saint Nicolas’ Place, 2.00-3.00 pm:
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Selly Oak Friends Meeting House, 930 Bristol Road South, 8.00-

10.00pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 30 March (Good Friday)
● Kings Norton Library closes for Easter (reopens Wednesday 4 April)
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Diary
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703
754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30
pm (enquiries@beeches
martialarts.co.uk)

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline
Austin 07 773 782 463)

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 pm –
5.30 pm (ages 5-10); 5.30 pm- 7.00 pm
(ages 11-18) (Melanie 07 766 724 834)

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for chil-
dren and young people 10.00 am-1.00
pm (Donna  07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 10th March

2018
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

3rd January Katharine Savage 89 Cr.LH
4th January Mary Falconer 78 SN.Bu.CY
9th January  Malcolm John Doggett 72 SN.Bu.CY
19th January  Adrian Smith 54 Cr.RH
22nd January  Dora Alice Jolly 80 Cr.LH
24th January Ethel Lilian Pittam 94 Cr.LH
25th January Robert Neil Armstrong 47 SN.Bu.CY
26th January Ronald Gibbs 90 SN.Bu.KN
31st January Ernest (Ernie) James Rollins 64 SN.Cr.LH

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, CY : Churchyard, KN : Kings Norton Cemetery

LH : Lodge Hill Cemetery, RH : Robin Hood Cemetery

Funerals
January 2018
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DARKEST HOUR
This gripping political drama is set in the
fateful month of May 1940, when Britain
was expecting an imminent invasion by the
all-conquering German forces.  Written by
Anthony McCarten and directed by Jo
Wright, it focuses upon the political com-
plexity and intrigue of Winston Churchill’s
nomination as Prime Minister to lead a
coalition war government. Gary Oldman
plays Churchill and Kristen Scott-Thomas
his forbearing wife Clem (Clementine).

While tributes are being lavished upon
Oldman’s remarkable make up and per-
formance, the other striking element of
this film is its ability to keep the dramatic
tension throughout and the audience en-
gaged in what is, essentially, a series of
indoor scenes which could easily translate
to the theatre. This is a film where words
matter. Churchill, the great orator, has not
yet found his wartime voice. He even gets
the famous V sign wrong the first time he
tries it. There are moments of humour, but
the overriding mood is that of peril.  A
German super power across the channel,
America not committed and most of Eu-
rope vanquished. Britain and her empire
stand alone. Should Britain fight on or seek
a peace deal with Hitler? This is the key
political question exercising the coalition
government with powerful forces, includ-
ing the King (initially), believing Germany
to be unstoppable.

Within a few weeks, Churchill has to stamp
his authority on parliament and contest

with those determined to surrender.
Meanwhile, he must also deal with Dun-
kirk, where most of the British army are
currently besieged.  The times are desper-
ate and call for decisive leadership.

The film is indeed a study in leadership.
Churchill has his flaws, but he is resolute
that Hitler cannot and should not be ap-
peased. In one memorable outburst he
shouts at his cabinet colleagues, “You can-
not negotiate with a lion when your head
is in the lion’s mouth!”

May 1940 was the closest Britain came to
an all-conquering invasion and defeat since
1066. This film is a timely reminder that
the forces of history, destiny and the fate
of Europe were, for one month in 1940,
resting to a large extent upon the self-be-
lief and indomitable character of one man,
Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill.

M.G.M
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www.mikebakergenbuilding.co.uk

Baptisms
January 2018

7th January Isabella Odusina
14th January Jude Alfred Pepall

“BAPTISM marks the
beginning of a journey with
God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the
first step in response to
God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common
Worship

The Reverend Jane Platt
writes:  “I would like to thank
you for the privilege of
ministering in Kings Norton
for the last three years, for the
lovely service and meal which
the Reverend Caz Hague and
the congregation of
Hawkesley  prepared on the
11th February, for my last
service, and for the many gifts
and messages of good will
from you all. I have been truly
blessed and will miss you.”
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After a year of significant change in
2017, Kings Norton Tennis Club is
organising an Open Day on
Saturday 14 April 2018.  Everyone
is welcome and the event will run
from 10.00 am to 3.00 pm.

Last year, club members enjoyed the
benefits of extensive improvements
to playing facilities. Each of the
courts at the club’s Grange Hill Road
site was completely resurfaced and
repainted during the previous close
season. As well as the resurfacing of
the courts, the makeover brought
brand new nets and posts and new
wire fencing around the perimeter.

The club has seen increased
membership  as a result of the
improvements and is keen to make
as many local people as possible
aware of how it has progressed. Its
emphasis is, more than ever, on
creating a family-friendly club for
players of all ages and all levels.

Visitors will also be able to see the
modern clubhouse, a welcoming
venue for members which is also
available for external hire. Its airy
lounge accommodates up to 70
people (50 seated) and has a balcony
overlooking the courts. There is a
fully-fitted kitchen and a well-stocked
bar.  It is an established and popular
venue for formal society meetings,
birthday parties and informal get-
togethers.

The club is also holding a Spring
Meal on Sunday 25th March. Open
to everyone, it is a four course meal
with wine at £25 per person. Pre-
booking essential, so if you’d like to
be there please contact Lorraine
Langdon on 0121 459 0944.

The club’s website
(www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk)
includes details of both events.

Open Day at
Kings Norton
Tennis Club
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I had an opportunity to talk to a group
of research students in my former
university about the concept of grace. I
started by asking each of them this
question: what is your AGE? Guess
what? I got different but similar
responses from all of them except one.
Some replied "Why?" "I'm 40" "I'm less
than 35" "I'm over 40" and so on. Only
one of them responded by asking me
"What do you mean?" To that one I
explained, "I mean your Amazing Grace
Experience," and he said "Oh, that."

Well, that would, in a way, illustrate the
power of assumptions, because every
one of them assumed I was enquiring
about how long they have lived on
Earth. The truth is, I only used AGE as an
acronym for what I call the Amazing
Grace Experience. I was only interested
in knowing how much they had
experienced the amazing grace of God
in their lives. You see, I don't think life is
as much about how long one has lived
as it is about how much one has been
affected by grace.

Grace appears to be as ageless as God.
If you could tell God's age then you
could tell the age of grace too. It has
lived with God for as long as humanity
has experienced Him. The common

working definition of this word has
often been "the unmerited
(undeserved) favour of God". However,
another school of thought prefers to
explain it as an acronym: God's Riches
At Christ's Expense (GRACE).

The second of the two definitions
would be an appropriate explanation
for the season of Lent on which we
have just embarked. During this period,
we focus on the ministry that led Christ
to the cross. When He died there, He
paid the ultimate price in the act that

The Amazing Grace Experience
It is a great pleasure to welcome to these pages for the first time the Reverend
Eliakim Ikechukwu, Kings Norton’s new Assistant Rector. Eliakim was licensed
by the Bishop of Aston at St Nicolas’ Church on 7th February 2018 (see opposite).
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leads to human redemption, in other
words, that sets us free. Grace never
gives up. It continues to tolerate our
human reluctance to accept God's gift
of redemption.

John Newton (1725-1807) penned a
famous translation of the grace
experience following his encounter
with Efik-speaking slaves from Calabar,
in the southern region of Nigeria, in the
latter part of the 18th century. His
preoccupation with slave-trading
voyages saw him pass through
different African ports during that era.
It was during one of those expeditions
that he encountered this group of
slaves. To his amazement, these
helpless-looking captives, rather than
fight or curse their captors, continued
to express with sonorous tunes and in
their native tongue the consoling touch
of God in their predicament.

In the misfortune of those slaves,
Newton encountered the saving grace
of God and turned from being a slave
trader to being an abolitionist crusader.
From his enquiries into their singing, he
formed and arranged the original
words of the classic hymn "Amazing
Grace". It's one which talks about a
wretch who was saved; one who was
once lost but found; one who was once
blind but miraculously healed of
spiritual blindness. That is what grace
can do when we encounter it,
irrespective of our status, environment
or circumstances.

But has grace affected everyone yet?
Are we all products of grace? Saint Paul,

author of many of the letters of the
New Testament, wrote this account of
himself: "By the grace of God, I am
what I am". (1 Corinthians 15:10).  His
words suggest that God's grace can
make a genius out of a person. He even
claimed that he excelled in his
missionary calling as a result of the
influence of grace upon his life. You
might say, therefore, that grace is a
maker.

And then, consider the discussion to be
found in the second chapter of St Paul's
Letter to the Ephesians, where he
suggests that all stand equal on the
platform of grace: "For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and this
is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not the result of works, so that no
one may boast."  This suggests that
grace is a leveller.

Finally, consider the Amazing Grace
Experience of the condemned criminal,
hanging on a cross alongside Christ,
who said, "Jesus, remember me when
you come into your Kingdom". "Truly, I
tell you," Jesus said to him, "today you
will be with me in paradise". Here we
see grace as the tolerance, the
forgiveness and acceptance of God.

So next time, when someone asks your
age, it might be advisable never to be in
a hurry to discuss how long you have
lived. It is just possible that they want to
know about your experience of the
Amazing Grace of God.

Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu
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From banned book to
bestseller

With China’s Cultural Revolution in
1966, came an end to religious
freedom. The Bible was banned.
Churches were closed. Christians
worshipped in secret and in fear. But
now China is the world's biggest
producer of Bibles. Here's how.

From 1966 until 1976, during the
Cultural Revolution, any expression of
religion was outlawed. Owning a Bible
could land you in serious trouble.

Copies of the Bible discovered by the
Red Guards were confiscated and
burned. Churches were closed,
Christian worship was banned and
some Christian pastors and leaders
were imprisoned.

But today, in this largely atheist
country, the Bible is a bestseller.
Christianity is growing here faster than
almost any country in the world. There
are at least 40 million Protestant

Christianity in China is growing at a rapid rate. In China today, you will find
churches so full that their worshippers spill out onto the pavement. Those in rural
areas often walk for hours just to attend a service, while more and more city-
dwellers can be found in churches, both underground and state-run, on a Sunday
morning. What’s more, copies of the Bible, once a banned book in China, are now
within reach through local churches and specially-licensed bookshops.

One of the key partners in the provision of Bibles to the rapidly-expanding Chinese
church has been a British charity, Bible Society, whose fascinating history
deserves a future article of its own. We are grateful for their permission to reprint
this piece, which first appeared on their website, biblesociety.org.uk.
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Christians in the country, a further six
million Catholics, and a million more
come to faith every year.

Half a million baptisms take place
annually and by 2020 it’s expected that
one in 10 people in China will be
Christian. Within a generation, China
could be a nation with the highest
population of Christians on earth.

It’s a remarkable story. And the UK-
based Bible Society has been at the
heart of it. Over decades, through
working with the registered Church,
with the blessing of the government,
they have carved out a unique ministry
in China.

In 1987, in response to requests from
Chinese church leaders, they helped to

establish the Amity Printing Company.
In 2008, it moved to larger, upgraded
facility, the size of 12 football pitches
and with the capacity to print 20 million
Bibles a year. It’s now the world’s
biggest Bible printing factory.

Bible Society’s unparalleled access to
the Chinese government means that
they’ve been able to print millions of
copies for the Chinese Church.

When they became aware of the
government’s desire to improve
healthcare in rural areas, they also
provided medical vans to offer check-
ups alongside Scripture.

They have seen the Bible change the
lives of many people, for good.

Christianity is growing at a rate of 10.86% per year in China. Nepal is the only country
where the church is growing faster, at 10.93% annually. (Center for the Study of Global
Christianity, Christianity in its Global Context, June 2013)
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I’m fixated by a screen in the lobby at the
Amity Printing Foundation in Nanjing,
Eastern China. It shows the number of
Bibles the vast printing press has
produced. And it’s constantly adding
more.

When I arrive, the number stands at
154,773,000 Bibles. When I leave a few
hours later, it’s up to 154,805,139.

The Bibles are sent to 72 countries. They
also go to more than 70 distribution points
across China and through them to some
60,000 churches.

It’s impossible to keep up with demand.
The church in China is burgeoning. One
million people are believed to come to
faith every year. Half a million are baptised
each year.

In churches across China, local people buy
Bibles to give to non-Christian friends.
Giving gifts is hugely important in Chinese
culture, so this is an acceptable means of
outreach.

In the south of China, in Luquan, the result
of Amity’s work is clear. It’s just printed
10,000 copies of the Bible in the Black Yi
language, a local dialect spoken by
millions.

“My greatest hope has been fulfilled,” says
local pastor Zhang Wenfu. “It means that
when we worship, we can read the Yi Bible
to the congregation.”

During the Cultural Revolution “we dug
out a space in the wall behind the bricks

and hid the Bible,” says Wenfu. “So you
can imagine that now, to be able to read it
any time and to preach the Gospel and
give sermons to the congregation is
wonderful.”

As Bible are distributed to local Christians
in and around Luquan, back in Nanjing,
more are being printed. “It’s God’s grace
to us,” says Wenfu. “It’s been a great
year.” Amity provides that grace to
millions more each year.

Hazel Southam

Reprinted with permission from “Bible a
Month”, Feb/Mar 2018, a Bible Society
publication.

The Amity Printing Press
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Meanwhile, back in the UK...
The preceding articles may have led you to
reflect on the state of the church in Britain.
When the church is growing so vigorously
in countries which we, perhaps
condescendingly, think of as “developing”,
what are we to make of the apparent
decline of the church In the West?

In a recent article in The Reader, the Right
Reverend Martin Snow, Bishop of
Leicester, wrote this.

“Throughout the past century, church
attendance and the influence of Christian
faith in the lives of individuals and
communities have been in rapid decline
across much of Western Europe. It is not
the church itself that has caused these
changes: we are caught up in much larger
movements. And the appropriate
response is neither a sense of failure nor

of blaming one another for the situation
we find ourselves in but rather an
enquiring and questioning interest in
what these changes mean for the church
and its mission.

“A key response to the changes around
us has been the steady realisation that
we are now in a new kind of mission
context, that much of our nation needs
to be re-evangelised and that we need to
shape our common life and ministry
more intentionally as a movement of
people in mission…

“As social bonds and communities have
become less stable over the past century,
there has been a need to catch again a
vision of God’s mission to the whole of our
society. The full implications of that vision
[…] have not yet been fully worked out.”
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Assistant Rector The Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Readers David Ash, Mandy Butler,  Fay
 Fearon, Ruth Howman,
 Parisa Pordelkhaki
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Phil Burton & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers are particularly encouraged. If you are interested in
finding out what bell ringing is all about, please contact us in advance so that we can

arrange your welcome.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ onenineeight@btinternet.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
www.myscouts.co.uk Scouts (10½-15½): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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During the latter years of my time at
sea there were quite a lot of changes.
More and more women were
employed. They started to become
Bridge Officers on the container ships
and there was even a female
Engineering Officer on one vessel.

Passenger ships tended to have quite a
high ratio of female staff to male.
There were jobs in the ship's shops and
other positions such as hairdressers,
assistant pursers, and telephone
operators, including Thelma, whom I
have mentioned in a previous episode.

Some were real characters and one
lady called Brenda, a stewardess on
the Canberra, used to have me in fits

of laughter. It was her job to attend
the ladies in the first class section.

Women at Sea
It wasn’t that long ago that seafaring was a mainly masculine
profession. But then things began to change, as Eddie remembers.
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Women at Sea She was always immaculate in her
white uniform and she was very well
spoken. I used to tell her that she
sounded as if she had a mouthful of
plums. We would have a drink
together on the odd occasion and,
after a couple of gins, she would
pontificate about the latest passenger
to upset her. Of course, the posh
accent would never fail but she would
call some of them unprintable names!

On the container ships, wives would
be allowed to sail with their husbands.
A few of the Captains regularly had a
Mrs Captain with them. This was the
expression used by the crew, who
were a bit wary of talking ship's politics
within earshot of the Captain's wife
(say no more!). The management did
employ some female stewards but this
scheme was phased out after several
fights ensued over love affairs.

When I transferred to the cargo ships
of P&O, we would carry a few wives.
As Purser, I was always pleased to find

out that the odd one or two were
nurses.  I was in charge of the
medical locker and dispensed first aid
as required. I had done a course at
college in Liverpool for a week with a
couple of hospital lectures.

Early one morning, I was very grateful
for the presence of the Second
Mate's wife when I needed to put
some stitches into one of the cadets
who had a nasty cut to his scalp. Such
matters are so much easier when you
have a nurse on hand.

So, in general, there was quite a cross
section of girls at sea.

A brief footnote. I came across the
most formidable female crew I have
ever seen on a visit to a Russian ship.
The Chief Officer was female as well
as two stewardesses. All were quite
well-built and muscular, to say the
least!

Eddie Matthews
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2018 and may not be
reproduced in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions
and comments expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of
the Kings Norton Parish Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Ministry Team or its staff.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details
of the provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be
produced in full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted
for publication contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the
copyright holder to reprint it must be supplied.

Foodbank News
This winter has seen use hit some tough
numbers. On Dec 6th (St Nicolas' Day) we
reached the 200 tonnes mark in food
donations. The following week, we fed 230
clients in 120 minutes, and each week
since has seen us nearer 200 than 100. We
now appear to be the largest foodbank in
Birmingham. The fact that we have kept up
with the huge hike in demand this year has
been phenomenal. The food and financial
giving has been very humbling. We are
now looking to develop an extra service.

Each food parcel we give out represents
only 3 days' worth of food and over 65% of
our clients only come once. We are a last,
desperate response to crisis. The food is
absolutely vital, but it unfortunately
doesn't solve underlying problems. For a
few months last year we had the support of
a professionally trained Advice Worker,
and she was able to help us successfully
solve some of the income, benefit & debt
problems which people were experiencing.
She really was able to turn around some of

the problems that had brought people to
the point of needing the support of a
foodbank. She moved to a full-time job
elsewhere and we are looking to fund a
new person for a year (shared with The
Project at Longbridge).

We need to raise £5,000 in matched
funding, and have already raised nearly
£2,000. There are 3 ways to donate:

1. Pick up an envelope from the stand near
the foo dbank bin in St Nicolas' Church, Gift
Aid if you are able to and give it to a
Warden or Steward. Please write 'Advice
Worker Appeal' on the back of your cheque
or on the envelope if it is cash. 2. Send an
electronic transfer from your bank to the
B30 Foodbank account : Sort code: 77-85-
14. Account number: 34292560.
Reference: Advice Worker Appeal. 3.
Donate via our My Donate page
http://bit.ly/2Hg3byu

Sylvia Fox
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