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A picture, they say, is worth a thousand words. 
So what does this month’s cover evoke for you? 
Perhaps Irving Berlin’s 1926 hit 'Blue Skies' 
springs to mind. After weeks of relentless rain, 
we could all use a dose of that joyful optimism, 
even if lines like 'Never saw the sun shining so 
bright; never saw things going so right' are 
unlikely to grace a 2026 playlist.

Or perhaps, amid recent events in Iran, you 
might see it as a metaphor for the hope stirring 
hundreds of thousands within its borders, and 
those compelled to �lee, sustaining their belief in 
a brighter future. The image beckons us to lift 
our gaze beyond the mosque’s enclosing dome, 
toward the boundless freedom of the sky above. 
What has this to do with us? The impassioned 
article on p. 4 will explain.

Our Spring edition blends dark clouds and 
sunshine, as be�its this season in the Church’s 
year. On one hand, we confront reminders of 
war’s folly, humanity’s potential for destruction, 
and the risks posed by unchecked technology. On 
the other, we celebrate the joy of creativity, 
restoration, new growth, foreign travel, and life’s 
simpler pleasures.

Holy Week and Easter trace a similar path: from 
despair to hope, from the darkness of betrayal 
and cruci�ixion to the blue skies of resurrection 
and new life. If you’d like to join us on this 
journey, you’ll �ind the dates of all our services at 
St Nicolas’ Church on p. 38. And if you’d like to 
contribute to our next edition, due out at the end 
of April, I’d be delighted to hear from you. New 
writers are always welcome.

Wishing you a springtime 
�illed with sunshine.

Welcome

David Ash

EDITORIAL
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If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the Parish 
Website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alterna�vely, please ask ques�ons at the Parish 
Office, which is open between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm, Monday to Thursday.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU • parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk  
0121 458 3289 • www.facebook.com/kingsnortonteam

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Parish Lay* Minister .................................................................................Pauline Weaver
Honorary Assistant Priest ............................................................. The Revd Jayne Crooks
Lay* Readers (Licensed Lay Ministers) ...................David Ash, Cate Benne�, Fay Fearon,
 .................................  Sylvia Fox, Ruth Howman, Dorothea Matsveru, Parisa Pordelkhaki
Lay* Preacher ............................................................................................... Steve Wright
Music Minister ................................................................................................... Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator ................................................... The Revd Jayne Crooks
Pastoral Care Advisor ................................................................................... Susan Farrell

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church .......................................................Anne�e Dickers, Mark Sandilands
Hawkesley Church .............................................................................................Jim Clarke

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator .....................................................................................Cate Benne�
Treasurer ..................................................................................................... David Badger
Verger and Groundskeeper ...................................................................... Shane Williams
Safeguarding Coordinator   ...................................................................... Anne�e Dickers
Regular Giving .............................................................................. The Revd Jayne Crooks
Flower Arranging  ....................................................................................... Alison Blumer

(*Lay = not ordained as a priest)

YOUR PARISH CHURCH
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W e are a Church of England Parish serving all in Kings 
Norton through St Nicolas’ Parish Church, and, in 

partnership with the Methodist Church, through 
Hawkesley Church, meeting in the Primary Academy.

1st Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) - Said
10.30 am Holy Communion with Choir
6.00 pm Taizé Prayer 

3rd Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) - Said
10.30 am Holy Communion with Choir
6.00 pm Compline

2nd Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Sung Ma�ns (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Morning Praise for All Ages
6.00 pm Holy Communion with Anoin�ng & Prayer for Healing 

4th Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Sung Ma�ns (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Morning Praise for All Ages 
6.00 pm Holy Communion

5th Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Morning Prayer (Book of Common Prayer) - Said
10.30 am Holy Communion with Hawkesley Church & Choir
6.00 pm Cel�c Worship

All services are held at St Nicolas’ Church. For further details, see the weekly 
newsletter on the Parish Website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists to be a 
worshipping, transforming partnership in Christ, to live 

out God’s radical hospitality for all and to be equipped for 
work in God’s world
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE

The contents of this magazine are copyright © Kings Norton Parish 2026 and may not 
be reproduced in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, 
opinions and comments expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the 
editorial team of the Kings Norton Parish Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Ministry 
Team or its staff. Material submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name 
and contact details of the provider including an email address if available. When 
possible, submissions will be produced in full, but the Editor reserves the right to make 
changes. If content submitted for publication contains quotations from other sources, 
the written permission of the copyright holder to reprint it must be supplied.

A six-week course star�ng Weds 
25th February at 11.00 am in the 

Old Grammar School or Thurs 26th 
February at 6.00 pm on Zoom. A 

look at the theme of hope through 
the Book of Acts. Come to one 

session or come to them all. Booking 
not required. Zoom link available 

from Parish Office.
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These Russian banknotes accompany Michael 
Kennedy's article on pages 30-33. Above: a 
1905 3-rouble note. Right: a 1909 5-rouble 
note. Below: an 1898 1-rouble note. The print 
on these banknotes pre-dates the 1918 spelling 
reform which was introduced just after the 
Bolshevik Revolution. Among the symbols 
visible here are the two-headed imperial eagle, 
whose heads face East and West to signify 
Russia’s dominion over both Europe and Asia. 
It has been part of Russian iconography since 
the 15th century. Vladimir Putin reintroduced 
it as the of�icial state coat of arms in 2000.




