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On reading through these articles for the �irst
time, I was left with a number of questions.
Foremost among themwas "Howmuch value do
we really place on the lives of other people?".
Larry's article on sanctuary (p.4) reminds us
that the poor, the vulnerable and the persecuted
have always needed a place of safety to run to.
Since Jesus gave us his mandate to love our
neighbour as we love ourselves, that place of
safety has often been the church. Christ leaves
us with no room for complacency in the face of
human distress.

Conditioned, as we must all be to some extent,
by media panic over the "migrant invasion"
across the English Channel, I was astonished to
discover (p.11) how few refugees and asylum
seekers there are in the UK. One quarter of one
percent of the population is tiny. One has to
wonder why, rich as we are, we remain so eager
to do less when we could so easily afford to be
more open-hearted. The response of many
poorer countries puts us to shame.

Christine's invitation to review our charitable
giving (p.16) therefore comes at just the right
time. So do Pauline's call to make generosity a
habit (p.28) and the insights provided by the
Woolf Institute (p.24) into the importance and
the challenges of interfaith dialogue.

Echoes of Christmas still reverberate (p.32) but
Epiphany and Spring (pp.12 & 30) are just
around the corner, as the gardeners amongst us
know in their bones! As the days lengthen and
we leave some grimmonths behind in 2021,

may I wish you all a very
happy and, God willing, a
healthy New Year.

Welcome EDITORIAL

David Ash



Asylum or
Sanctuary?

LARRYWRIGHT

The Revd Larry
Wright is the
Rector of
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The ongoing crisis of large-
scale unregulated migration
across Europe and into the
United Kingdom is testing not
only the power of government
to control the consequences,
but the compassion of people
who are unsure how, or even
if, they should respond.
Migrants are in constant
danger while they are on the
move and yet they continue to
come. It is an issue which
shows no sign of abating.

While terms such as “asylum
seekers” and “refugees” are
widely used as a catch-all
when referring to
undocumented migrants,
they’re speci�ic legal terms in
the UK. An asylum seeker only
becomes a refugee once their
asylum claim is legally
recognised. The origin of the
word “asylum” has its roots in

the ancient Christian tradition
of sanctuary.

A physical sanctuary is part of
a traditional church building.
It is the most sacred part of
the church, where the altar for
Holy Communion is situated
and where clergy perform the
high points of the liturgy.
Sanctuaries are often highly
decorated in order to help
worshippers to experience the
transcendent nature of divine
worship. The concept of
church sanctuary, as a place of
safety and protection,
probably goes back to ancient
Greek and Roman times, when
temples were used by
runaways and criminals
seeking sanctuary from the
law. The Christian church
adopted the practice as early
as the 4th century.

From the 4th to the 17th
century, churches in England
were places where anyone
�leeing persecution or arrest
could claim sanctuary. There
are numerous records of
churches being used in this
way. One example was during
the Wars of the Roses (15th
century) when defeated
soldiers cut off from their
army �led to the nearest
church and were given
sanctuary until it was safe to
leave. Individuals could also
seek the protection of the
church until such time as they
thought it safe to return to
their usual lives. Those

Larry Wright explores the origins
of our concept of sanctuary and
asks whether it still has a place in
the modern world.
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seeking sanctuary in a church
were usually allowed to stay
for 40 days. During this
period, they would try and
reach an agreement with
those pursuing them. This
often meant agreeing to go
into permanent exile, usually
on the continent. Some would
seek a Royal pardon but these
were rarely given.

Why did the church
authorities provide sanctuary
to criminals and the
persecuted? In the Roman
Empire, church leaders were
concerned about the severity
of punishments applied to
those who broke civil law. In
mediaeval England
punishments were equally

severe and it was the poorest
who suffered most. According
to historical evidence, the
poorest in society were the
majority of those seeking
sanctuary in churches up until
the 15th century. After this
time there is evidence of an
increase in the rich and
aristocrats turning to the
church for its protection.

The Christian impulse for
mercy and forgiveness was
regarded as important in any
justice system. Church leaders
believed that justice was not
only about the application of
punishment but the
restoration of a wrongdoer to
God through repentance. A
period of sanctuary in a

↑The
sanctuary,
immediately
beneath the
east window
of a church, is
the most
sacred part of
the building,
where the
high altar for
Holy
Communion
is situated.
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↓Open
churches
attract
people who
are in crisis.
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↑It is simply
not possible
to be safe as
a Christian in
the Middle
East at
present.
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In November, Emad al Swealmeen
triggered a bomb outside the
Liverpool Women's Hospital. When it
became known that Al Swealmeen
was an asylum seeker who had
converted to Christianity, it was
reported that the Home Office had
accused churches of converting
asylum seekers to Christianity in order
to "game" the asylum system.

In my ongoing research, I explore
what counts as a credible conversion
to Christianity in asylum processes in
Germany and the UK. I have found
that in reality, churches and clergy
have a very limited role in the asylum
process. Rather, it is the role of asylum
decision-makers (who work for
authorities like the Home Office in the
UK) to assess applications on the basis
of conversion to Christianity.

I have analysed dozens of asylum
decisions of converts to Christianity
and case law and observed 32 appeal

hearings. I have also conducted 38
formal interviews with judges, asylum
applicants, lawyers, pastors and
translators as well as many more
informal conversations.

The UK and Germany are party to the
1951 Refugee Convention, which
(among other things) grants
protection to those who would face
religious persecution if they returned
to their country of origin. Many
Muslim asylum seekers who have
converted to Christianity would face
religious persecution in their home
countries.

Assessing an asylum claim based on
conversion therefore involves
determining what risks an applicant
would face on the basis of their faith if
they were sent back to their home
country. To do this, caseworkers and
judges must be convinced that the
applicant's conversion is genuine.

LENA ROSE

Churches are not
helping asylum
seekers “game” the
immigration system
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Authorities in a secular state need to
assess what beliefs a genuine convert
would need to hold, and what
practices are essential for a "true
Christian". However, religious
conversion is personal and can differ
from one person to another. Given
that asylum seekers often rely on their
word alone to prove their asylum
claim, this is a challenging process.

While I have found that assessments
can vary from one case to another,
converts usually must be baptised and
need to demonstrate that they know
the "basics" about Christianity. These
basics vary, but can include
knowledge of Christian festivals, the
Bible, prayers or the creed. Applicants
may be asked to name a favourite
Bible passage to show that the Bible
means something to them personally.
They must also be able to explain why
they converted specifically to
Christianity and what triggered their

conversion. Importantly, they must
show that it is important for their
identity to live out their faith openly,
for example by proselytising.

My research has shown that asylum
decision-makers may be influenced by
their culture and socialisation in how
they assess these narratives. For
example, they may favour a rational
and critical engagement with religion
rather than supernatural or emotional
reasons for conversion. They may also
have a particular idea of what
Christianity is and may expect answers
more typical of liturgical traditions of
Christianity, rather than free
evangelical traditions.

The church's role

Churches follow their moral mandate
to welcome often destitute asylum
seekers. Following the arrival of
hundreds of thousands of refugees in

PHOTO BY KELLY SIKKEMA
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Germany in 2015, many clergy
reported in interviews that they
were surprised by the interest in
Christianity. They described how
they scrambled to find translators
to help those interested in
Christianity to understand the
church services.

If asylum seekers ask for baptism,
churches usually offer baptism
training and courses about
Christianity. Most pastors I
interviewed were discerning about
who they baptised, and often
required a convert to be involved in
their church for some time to test
their commitment to Christianity.
Sometimes a supposed "strategic"
conversion turns into a genuine
interest in Christianity over time. I
observed a number of appeal hearings
which happened many years after the
initial asylum decision during which an
applicant could demonstrate such a
faith journey.

Pastors can write letters of support
for an asylum application, or
accompany a convert to their asylum
hearings. However, the final decision
regarding the credibility of an asylum
seeker's conversion lies with
caseworkers or with judges in appeal
hearings.

Determining the credibility of a
conversion is an extremely difficult
process, with potentially severe
consequences for applicants if done
wrong. For example, Iranians (who
make up a large portion of conversion-
based asylum applicants in Germany
and the UK) are questioned when they
return to their country. They have to
sign a document to renounce their

conversion to Christianity. If they had
previous problems with the Iranian
security services, know someone who
does, or have attended an
underground church in Iran, they
could still be persecuted by the state.

My research suggests that the
assumption that churches baptise
asylum seekers to help with their
asylum process is largely false. Most
churches are rigorous in discerning
who is ready for baptism. Eventually, it
is decision-makers of the state who
must decide whether a conversion is
genuine or not. They would do well to
draw more on the expert evidence of
clergy who know the asylum applicant
and can comment on their religious
life.

Dr Lena Rose is a Leverhulme Trust Early
Career Fellow at the Centre for Socio-
Legal Studies, University of Oxford.

This article is republished from The
Conversation under a Creative
Commons license.

““The assumption
that churches

baptise asylum
seekers to help with

their asylum process
is largely false.”
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Are there many refugees and asylum
seekers in the UK?

No. According to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), by the end of 2018 there
were 126,720 refugees, 45,244
pending asylum cases and 125
stateless persons in the UK. That’s
around one quarter of a percent
(0.26%) of the UK’s total population.

Is the number of people seeking
asylum in the UK increasing?

Asylum applications to the UK are
relatively low: 35,566 in the year to
December 2019. This is significantly
lower than the peak of 84,000
applications back in 2002.

Which countries help the most
refugees?

At the end of 2018, the country
hosting the most refugees was
Turkey, home to almost 3.7 million
refugees. Other significant host
countries for refugees were Pakistan
(1.4 million), Uganda (1.2 million),
Sudan (1.1 million), Iran (979,435) and
Lebanon (949,666).

Which countries in Europe have the
most people seeking asylum?

In 2018, Germany received the
highest number of asylum
applications (161,900), and France the
second most (114,500).

Can people seeking asylum in the UK
work or claim benefits?

People seeking asylum are not
allowed to claim benefits or work in
the UK. If they are destitute and have
no other means of supporting
themselves, they can apply to receive
asylum support. This is set at around
£5.66 per day.

What happens to someone when
they get refugee status?

When a person is given refugee
status, they have just 28 days to find
accommodation and apply for
mainstream benefits before they are
evicted from asylum accommodation.
Many refugees become homeless at
this stage. This is a huge upheaval
and causes many complex ongoing
issues, especially as so many have
been in the asylum system for
months or even years.

Source: Refugee Action, Manchester.
www.refugee-action.org.uk

FAQ
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As we moved into a new house this year I
noticed that a cherry tree had been planted in
the front garden. The leaves were smaller than
usual and, sadly, the tree was not in very
good shape due to the compacted sub-soil in
to which it had been planted.

Despite this, I took it in hand and gave it
weekly waterings during the summer, each

can-full being accompanied
by two cap-fulls of liquid
fertiliser with micro-
nutrients. This seemed to
work as the leaves increased
in number and became a
healthy green. I looked
forward to pink or white
cherry blossom in the
Spring; but this cherry tree
started to flower in October!

Further flushes of blossom
have continued through the
winter and the yellowed
leaves of autumn have
dropped off to reveal silvery
branches to carry the soft
pink flowers. A very
cheering sight. A little
searching on the wonderful
internet revealed that my
shy beauty had the full
name of Prunus x subhirtella
"Autumnalis Rosea"
"Edohigan".

So there you are! It is
usually known as the
winter-flowering cherry
(pink or white). The biggest
display of flowers occurs in
March, just before the

ADAM THE GARDENER

…contemplates the
onset of Spring

THE WINTER FLOWERING CHERRY
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leaves appear and, lastly,
there are small black fruits
which are very, very bitter
but the birds do like them.
The tree tends to throw out
long side branches to form a
blown-out umbrella shape
and these are best trimmed
back lightly on a regular
basis to keep its symmetry
and to encourage flowering.
Make friends with our Tree
of the Month!

In the nineties, there was a
great flowering of
conservatories to add living
space to smaller properties
looking out over carefully
tended gardens. Sadly, it
was soon realised that, with
a few minutes of sunshine,
temperatures would rocket
and retro-fitting of extra
ventilation and sun-blinds
became obligatory. There is
a movement to make them
into garden rooms by adding
a pitched roof to match the
house roof and that seems to
work very well.

If you have given up on
using your conservatory and
you don't have a
greenhouse or polytunnel,
then use it to set off flower
seeds for those plants that
do best with a long growing
season. January-February is
a good time to start,
particularly with a little
background heat, and here
are some winners for the

early sowing regime. Antirrhinums need a
long growth period before flowering. Sow
now! (PS they are becoming more perennial.)
Similarly, Begonias,Pelargoniums and
Dianthus (Carnations and Pinks) are slow to
flower.

Begonia seeds are very small and a bit tricky
but adding about 30% of sharp sand to the
seed compost will enable you to transplant
the seedling without damaging the fine roots.
Try non-stop begonia seeds for a summer long
display. The F1 hybrids are best with virtually
100% double flowers. Carefully read the
advice for sowing and watering.

The all-time favourite edging plant Lobelia is
best started early and don't forget the dangly-
down varieties for hanging baskets. Sweet
peas can be set off in cell trays. The Jet Set
series don't grow too tall but still have long
flower stems. Nip out the growing point at
about 15 cm and you will get a bushy plant to
plant out, preferably in a trench that has been
filled with lots of organic matter. I used to find

ROSEBUD CHERRY
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that the family pet rabbit could be be very
obliging in this area. Roger Parsons Sweet Peas
can be consulted for a massive amount of
information on this ever-popular plant. (PS
remember to dead-head frequently!) When the
plantlets have been set out in the open garden
you can turn your mind to a whole set of
plants which thrive in the conservatory. Then,
at an appropriate time, you will be able to slip
into the garden room with your partner to
partake of the ambience of the potted palms
away from the excitement of the polka!

With those heady words ringing in our ears,
please be reminded that we will be introduced

to some of these exotics in
the February edition of this
journal! As a stunning offer, I
will tell you about an
astonishing array of
conservatory and greenhouse
flowers that will flower in the
first year!

I am your obliging servant,

Adam

SWEET PEAS
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What, exactly, is a �ding and can
you buy one on Amazon? Does a
�ding rise and fall with the waxing
and waning of the Moon? Are
�dings, perhaps, a form of debris,
those small household ar�cles
which remain at large in your
kitchen when everything else has
been �died away? Or maybe a
�ding is a loca�on, a parking space
where such items can be placed
during the act of �dying. Like a
siding, but not for trains. Maybe
�ding is, in fact, a present
par�ciple, as in “I came across it
while I was �ding last weekend”;
though, in that case, there would
have to be a verb “to �de”; and if
there were, how would it form its
past tense? English can be so
irregular. “He urged me to �de, so I
tode,” perhaps?

It can be fun to speculate about the
origin of our words; but even
funner to turn to an etymological
dic�onary, one which explains their
historical origins, in search of
enlightenment. In this case, we find
that we have before us an ancient
word, one whose roots can be
traced back to Old Norse and
beyond, into the mysterious,
prehistoric, hypothe�cal fog known
to scholars as Proto-Germanic. We
know that, around the year 1200
AD, �ding was being used in
England to mean the
announcement of an event.With

the help of some very dusty libraries, we can trace its
ancestry to the Old English verb �dan, meaning to
happen. As we press even further back in �me, we
stumble into the Old Norse noun �ðendi, the name
which our Viking ancestors might have given to events
or news. So it comes as no surprise that, even today,
there are newspapers in Denmark with names like
Bornholms Tidende, that �jding is an archaic Dutch
word for amessage (though, these days, they prefer to
read the nieuws), or even that the Germans s�ll call a
newspaper a Zeitung.

One of the few places where a modern English speaker
is likely to encounter a �ding is in readings of the
Christmas story in the King James transla�on of the
Bible, these days sadly neglected. Un�l recently,
genera�ons of our ancestors knew precisely what the
angel said to the shepherds: “Fear not; for, behold, I
bring you good �dings of great joy, which shall be to all
people.” This text, and a number of carols based upon
it, lead us to associate �dings with goodness or
gladness and thus begs the ques�on, “Where are glad
�dings to be found in this day and age?”. Good news is
thin on the ground at present. Is it s�ll available?

Well yes, it appears that it is. And here is where I admit
that everything you have just read has been li�le more
than the preamble to a shameless plug for two
websites, both of them bearers of much-needed glad
�dings. If, despite the New Year fes�vi�es, the winter
gloom is s�ll dampening your spirits, allow me to
recommend:

Posi�ve News (www.posi�ve.news) and Squirrel News
(www.squirrel-news.net).

If it has been a while since you felt good about the
world, give them a try. You won’t regret it. The Editor.

Glad Tidings
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HAS HAD
ANOTHER
REALLY BAD
DROUGHT.
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Over the centuries it has been
rare for anything of major
significance to happen in
relation to the churchyard,
apart from those few occasions
when it has been expanded. So
it is particularly unusual for
there to have been two
important developments in a
matter of a few recent months.

First, our churchyard has played
a pioneering role in the
evolution of Church of
England’s National Burial
Grounds Survey. The project,
which will ultimately involve the
digital mapping and surveying
of all Church of England
churchyards, has been devised
to provide individual
churches with a highly efficient

tool to manage and
continuously update churchyard
and burial records, including
information on memorials,
buildings and biodiversity.

For our churchyard, this
significant and important step
coincides with the publication
of a brand new booklet The
Churchyard of St Nicolas’ Kings
Norton, which traces its
development and its many key
attributes. It was launched in
December and is now available
for purchase.

N.B.G.S.

The National Burial Grounds
Survey is a Church of England
initiative, with support from

MICHAEL KENNEDY

Of Milestones
and Headstones

MICHAEL
WRITES
REGULARLY
ON LOCAL
HISTORY

Our churchyard has a history stretching back some 900
years. Like the church itself, it has always been a symbol of
stability as the parish has developed unrecognisably over the
same period, from a remote farming community to the
thriving urbanised development that it is today.



Historic England and other
partners, to create a digital map
and database of all burial
grounds in England, which will
be accessible through
the Church Heritage
Record. The work is being
undertaken on the Church of
England’s behalf by a company
called Atlantic Geomatics (AG).

In fact, St Nicolas’ Church was
ahead of the game. By the time
the project had started in
earnest, we had already
commissioned AG to survey our
churchyard, before the date
when that the company
received Church of England
approval to proceed with the
national survey.

So the key techniques that AG
has started to use nationally
were in effect pioneered in
Kings Norton.

Our site was therefore one of
the very first of some 19,000
churchyards across the whole
of England that will be surveyed
over the next six years. AG have
the formidable task of scanning
literally every square inch of
every location, photographing
all the memorials, scanning all
parish registers and creating a
digital index of the records in
the registers: baptisms,
marriages and burials. For each
church, the process is creating a
unique database of its records.
It is the first time such a project
has been tackled anywhere in
the world and will become a
unique resource for people
around the globe.

Through this initiative,
individual churches like ours,
without any payment, will be
provided a highly efficient tool
to help manage their
churchyards and maintain their

▼SAINT
NICOLAS’
CHURCHYARD

PHOTO BY DAVID ASH
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burial records, together with a
detailed, up-to-date and
accurate on-screen map
showing the location of each
memorial, the footprint of the
church building and other
details such as trees, paths,
buildings, benches and so on. It
will mean parish registers are
backed up safely and securely
and protect the originals from
loss and deterioration. It will
also become a tremendous
asset for education and
research.

The Revd Larry Wright, Team
Rector of St Nicolas’, comments
“We were proud to have
commissioned Atlantic
Geomatics to survey our
churchyard shortly before they
received approval to proceed
nationally. After a few months
of intensive work with them, we
have seen our own digital
mapping process already
completed. We are already
finding important benefits,
particularly in being able to
identify at the press of a button
the precise location of every
grave within the six acres of our
churchyard, something that has
never been possible before.”

Larry added: “Our churchyard is
acknowledged as one of the
largest and most historic in the
whole of the Birmingham
conurbation, and our
involvement so early on is
perhaps a recognition of this
fact.”

New booklet

The new booklet about the
churchyard is a companion
publication to the booklet St
Nicolas’ Kings Norton : An
Illustrated Tour,which was
published some two years ago,
just before the coronavirus
epidemic took hold.

It covers all key aspects of the
churchyard, which means a
great deal to many people. As
its introduction says,
“Churchyards represent many
different things to many
different people. For some, they
are the resting places for
people who have enriched their
lives; for others, they are valued
sources of social history
generally and a key part of the
heritage and the history of the
local community. For some,
they are perfect environments
for quiet contemplation in
peace and serenity: places to
escape from the pressures of
modern life. For others, they
are increasingly significant
sanctuaries for natural life. For
many, they are all of these
things.”

For some nine centuries the
grounds surrounding St Nicolas'
Church have been used for
Christian burial for the residents
of Kings Norton. The recent
digital survey confirmed that
there are some 6,000 visible
graves in the churchyard: but
there are many thousands more
which have been overtaken by
the advance of time.
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The booklet tells about the first
churchyard, which surrounded
the church when it was the only
the size of the current chancel,
and its subsequent evolution
from the early 13th Century to
the major expansion in the
1870s which created the very
substantial site that exists
today. It explains how the
churchyard provides excellent
evidence of the evolution of
burial styles over the centuries,
and of memorials, particularly
from the 18th Century, when it
became common for all those
buried to have headstones.
Before then, the only people to
have memorials in churchyards
were the local gentry.

There is a section in the booklet
on our role as a Commonwealth
War Graves Commission site,
with 18 registered graves. There
are details of some of those
servicemen who are buried
here, and the story of the
creation of the Lych Gate,
originally as the church’s
memorial to local men lost in
the First World War.

A significant presence within
the churchyard is, of course, the
Old Tudor Grammar School. The
booklet describes its
development into one of the
most successful schools in the
country in the 17th century. It
also describes the work of its
Headmaster during that key
period, Thomas Hall, who is
possibly the most significant
person buried in the
churchyard, though his grave

was by his choice unmarked and
cannot now be traced. There
are also the stories of other
significant people buried in the
churchyard, including the
nationally respected historian
William Hamper, the pioneering
local manufacturing family the
Taylors, and members of the
famous Birmingham family, the
Cartlands.

The booklet also explains how
important the churchyard is in
terms of its biodiversity, listing
the trees, plants, small
mammals and birds that can be
found there. There are more
than 100 trees, including yews,
limes, Corsican pines and horse-
chestnuts. Dozens of different
species of birds find home
there, from blue tits to kestrels
and other creatures ranging
from voles to bats and even
from time to time, muntjac
deer.

Our churchyard is truly a
remarkable location, not only a
resting place for centuries of
Kings Norton people, but also a
place with many other
fascinating dimensions.

The new churchyard booklet
can be purchased (price £5)
when the church is open, or by
contacting the Parish Office on
0121 458 3289, email
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.
uk. For those who were unable
to buy a copy of the booklet
about the church itself, it can be
bought in the same way at the
price of £5.
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If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the Parish
Website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alterna�vely, please ask ques�ons at the Parish
Office, which is open between 10.00 am and 1.00 pm, Monday to Friday.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU • parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk
0121 458 3289 • www.facebook.com/kingsnortonteam
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Lay Readers ........................... David Ash, Fay Fearon, Ruth Howman, Parisa Pordelkhaki

Lay Preacher ................................................................................................. Steve Wright

Music Minister................................................................................................... Sylvia Fox

Pastoral Care Advisor ................................................................................... Susan Farrell

Pastoral Care Team Coordinator................................................... The Revd Jayne Crooks

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church........................................................................... Peter Hay & Julie Hill

Hawkesley Church .............................................................................................Jim Clarke

Immanuel Church ........................................................................................... Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary...............................................................Judy Ash

Ac�ng Finance Officer .......................................................................................Simon Hill

Verger and Groundskeeper ...................................................................... Shane Williams

Safeguarding Coordinator ...................................................................... Anne�e Dickers

Regular Giving .............................................................................. The Revd Jayne Crooks

Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837)............................................................. Alison Blumer

YOUR PARISH CHURCH
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W e are a Church of England Parish serving all in
Kings Norton through St Nicolas’ Parish Church,

and, in partnership with the Methodist Church, through
Hawkesley Church, meeting in the Primary Academy.

1st Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (Children’s ac�vity : Muddy Church)
12.00 Bap�sms
6.00 pm Taizé Prayer

3rd Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (Children’s ac�vity : Godly Play)
12.00 Bap�sms
6.00 pm Evening Worship

2nd Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Sung Ma�ns (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Morning Praise for All Ages (Child-friendly)
6.00 pm Holy Communion with Anoin�ng & Prayer for Healing

4th Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Holy Communion with Choir (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Outdoor Service in St Nicolas’ Churchyard (Child-friendly)
6.00 pm Compline (Night Prayer)

5thSunday of the Month
10.30 am United Service

All services are held at St Nicolas’ Church. For further details, see the
weekly newsletter on the Parish Website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists to be a
worshipping, transforming partnership in Christ, to live

out God’s radical hospitality for all and to be equipped for
work in God’s world
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An estimated 84% of the global population identifies with a
religion. This is over 6.5 billion people. Among thousands of
world religions, Christianity is the largest, with 2.3 billion
followers. The second, and fastest growing, is Islam with 1.8
billion followers.

Religion is often seen as a major driver of conflict and,
according to a 2018 report from the US-based Pew
Research Center, religiously motivated violence is on the
rise. Yet most religions, at their core, aim to build peace and
foster reconciliation.

Bringing people from different faiths together is often seen
as a way to tackle the world's most pressing problems. This
is what's known as the interfaith movement and initiatives
range from shared meals in local places of worship to high-
level acts of international diplomacy. Israel and Palestine,
for example, have over 190 active interfaith organisations in
operation.

The All Nation Cafe is one such endeavour. Situated in a
buffer zone between the Israeli Army checkpoint and the
Palestinian Authority, the cafe is an easily accessible
meeting place for Israelis and Palestinians. The cafe
engages with young people on both sides of the conflict
and provides a neutral space to foster dialogue and
empowerment.

But despite the commendable intentions and enthusiasm of
all involved, interfaith has its critics. For some, interfaith is

KATHERINE O'LONE & JULIAN HARGREAVES

Building Bridges
Bringing people of different faiths together
to solve the world's problems is a noble
goal, but it's hard to know what it achieves.

DR JULIAN
HARGREAVES IS
THE DIRECTOR
OF RESEARCH
AT THE WOOLF
INSTITUTE,
UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE,
WHERE DR
KATHERINE
O’LONE IS A
RESEARCH
FELLOW.
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no more than virtue signalling. For others less cynical, but
no less sceptical, the goals of interfaith, such as world
peace or the reconciliation of all religious differences, seem
lofty and vague.

While conversations between people of different faiths
appear to make a difference, and despite significant
contributions made by faith communities, knowing if
anything works remains a challenge, as the effectiveness of
interfaith initiatives are rarely measured or evaluated.

This is what our latest project aims to address. We have
spent two years listening to interfaith organisations and
studying decades of psychological research on intergroup
relations to find out what a successful interfaith project or
collaboration looks like.

Global reach

The birth of modern interfaith can be traced back to the
first Parliament of the World's Religions, held in Chicago in
1893. More recently, key events such as 9/11 have thrust
interfaith onto the global stage.
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▲"TOGETHER IN
PRAYER FOR
PEACE", AN
INTERFAITH
EVENT WITH
FRENCH
CARDINAL JEAN-
LOUIS TAURAN IN
2013.
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The continued presence of religious conflict, extremism and
prejudice in society has compelled many to seek solutions
within interfaith practice. There are global projects such as
the G20's Interfaith Forum, national initiatives such as the
UK government's Near Neighbours programme, which aims
to bring religiously and ethnically diverse communities
together, the Jewish Muslim women's network Nisa
Nashim, and myriad local groups engaging in arts, sports
and scripture studies across religious divides.

Interfaith groups often have bold ambitions, whether for
their local area or the world at large. How realistic these
ambitions are is hard to assess. For some, success might be
the cessation of hostilities between faith communities. For
others, success could be an increased closeness to God or
more engagement with people from different faiths. What
came through in our research, was that for interfaith work
to be successful, it has to lead to changes beyond the
immediate project or initiative.

Wider change

Indeed, encounters between people of different faiths
might lead to more positive attitudes towards other faith
groups. But for interfaith to be truly successful, changes
within individuals must spread, or be "transferred",
throughout whole communities and into wider society.

There are many examples of interfaith work at a community
level, such as coordinated responses to COVID-19 or faith
groups coming together to tackle knife crime. But many of
these examples, as well-intentioned as they are, lack proper
evidence to gauge the longer-term impact on wider
community relations.

Another example is the ParliaMentors programme, an
interfaith initiative that equips young students of all faiths
with the skills, knowledge and networks needed to become
leaders in their local communities. Students are mentored
by an MP and contribute towards various initiatives.

Camden Cares, was set up as part of the ParliaMentors
programme to address the lack of integration opportunities
for young asylum seekers. Young leaders from different
faith backgrounds came together and, in partnership with
two local refugee charities, the project ran two sports
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events for young asylum seekers at Arsenal's football
ground, the Emirates Stadium in London. And again, while
the project itself was considered a success, it is hard to
know what the wider community impacts may have been.

While such examples demonstrate the good work of
interfaith groups and faith communities across the world,
knowing what works and what might work better would
help groups design more effective programmes. This is
why, as part of our work, we have created a resource that
allows local interfaith groups to measure their
effectiveness. Helping interfaith initiatives quantify their
success will allow them to identify areas that are not
working.

This is important because this knowledge will allow for
initiatives to improve. And ultimately, this should help
interfaith groups worldwide to more successfully tackle
interreligious hostility and ease the heavy cost of religious
conflict upon society.

This article is republished from The Conversation under a
Creative Commons license.

The Woolf Institute is an academic institute in Cambridge. Founded in 1998
by Dr Edward Kessler MBE and the Revd Professor Martin Forward, it is
dedicated to the study of interfaith relations between Jews, Christians and
Muslims. Using research and education to explore the relationship between
religion and society, it aims to foster greater understanding and tolerance.

Beginning as the Centre for Jewish-Christian Relations, the institute
expanded throughout its history to include the Centre for the Study of
Muslim-Jewish Relations and the Centre for Policy and Public Education,
two separate centers in the Cambridge area. In 2010, these centers were
combined and renamed as The Woolf Institute in honour of Lord Harry
Woolf, a patron of the institute and former Lord Chief Justice of England and
Wales.

The institute is an associate member of the Cambridge Theological
Federation which brings together eleven institutions through which people
of different denominations, including Anglican, Methodist, Eastern
Orthodox, Reformed and Roman Catholic, train for various forms of
Christian ministry and service.
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Throughout December, our
outdoor Advent calendar
worked some Christmas magic
to put a smile on people’s
faces (see opposite). Adults
and children alike enjoyed
looking at the pictures and
seeing the latest changes.
Sometimes, if I was around,
there were conversations to
be had. Very often, the one
thing that people commented
on was the fact that it made
them smile and how much we
need things that put a smile
on our faces.

One particular conversation
has stayed with me. A lady
commented about how
important things were that
made us smile. She added
that there was an important
four-letter word that we
needed to remain focused on:
hope. I have to say at this
point I was mightily relieved,
as there are many other four
letter words that had sprung
to mind!

Flippancy aside, she was
absolutely right. We must hold
on to hope, the hope that
things can and will get better.
I reminded her of the
importance of another four-

letter word: love. Our love for
each other, for those we
know and those we don’t, the
love of God for us and,
importantly, loving ourselves.

Whatever we face

As we head into 2022, it looks
like it is going to be another
roller coaster of a year with
restrictions starting to return.
We wonder what will happen
next. But as we look forward,
the memory of those two
four-letter words, hope and
love, will help us with
whatever we face.

Hope and love are also things
that we can share with those
we meet. A kind word, a
smile, a conversation, an
offering of help can all
brighten our day and that of
someone else. In fact, it can
make the world of difference,
because we often
underestimate the impact of a
simple gesture on other
people. Those simple
gestures can help to remind
us all that we are not alone,
that we can face the storm
together.

PAULINE IS
THE LAY
MINISTER AT
ST NICOLAS’
CHURCH,
KINGS
NORTON

PAULINEWEAVER

4-Letter Words
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I’m not a great one for New
Year’s Resolutions as a
general rule. Most don’t last
to the end of January; some
don’t even survive New Year’s
Day. But actually, if you do
want to make a resolution this
year, why not resolve to
remember hope and love and
to spread them widely and
generously.

Not just for Christmas

Christmas is often seen as a
time of generosity and of
giving, so let’s make a
difference this year by
remembering that spirit of
generosity throughout the
year instead of just at
Christmas. Ultimately, it is
something that will have far
more impact than any diet,
gym membership, promises to
give up this or that, or
exercise regime.

Loved & not alone

As we move into 2022, my
hope is that you will all know
that you are loved and that
you are not alone. I hope that
you find things that fill your
heart with gladness and that
every day you can find
something that makes you
smile.

Wishing you all a very happy
New Year.

▲THE PARISH
ADVENT
CALENDAR
OUTSIDE ST
NICOLAS’
CHURCH IN
DECEMBER 2021.

“The Lord himself goes
before you and will be
with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake
you. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged.”
Deuteronomy 31:8 (Old
Testament)

“Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let
them be afraid.”
Jesus, John 14:27



Saving Your Own Landrace
Seeds
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More recently I have discovered the reason
why the Latin version has persisted. Carols
celebrating the winter solstice on 22nd
December were known to have been sung in
pre-Christian Europe thousands of years ago.
The word 'carol' is derived from the old French
'carole', an old dance with singing. Carols,
unlike hymns, are not always sung during
worship but are included in other community
celebrations. The earliest known Christmas
carol is the "Angel's Hymn" which was

prescribed to be sung at
Christmas in churches in
Rome by Bishop Telesphorus
(Pope from 126-137 AD). The
next reference to a hymn for
Christmas is in 760, written
by Comas of Jerusalem for
the Orthodox church, of
which just a fragment
remains. It was mainly in
Latin and not particularly
popular. Christmas carols
then more or less died out
until the Middle Ages.

Revival came with St. Francis
of Assisi. In 1233 he
introduced the idea of
nativity plays to Italy, the

THELMA MITCHELL

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL!

THELMA MITCHELL IS LEAD
CHAPLAIN AT BOURNVILLE

COLLEGE

When I started at my secondary
school in Bootle, Lancashire, many
more years ago than I care to
remember, I joined the junior choir
immediately. Towards the end of the
first term, with the rapid approach
of Christmas, the music mistress, as
we called our teachers back then,
taught us the words of one of our
most popular Christmas carols, "O
Come all Ye Faithful" in Latin. I
loved it! How grown up did I feel,
belting out "Adeste Fideles" in Latin
in its entirety!
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land of music and theatre.
Canticles or songs told the
story, written in the
vernacular of the local people
so that they could all join in.
There is just a small fragment
of one remaining, written in
1410.

Throughout the 15th and 16th
century, Christmas carols
tended to be based in folk
legends and sung in homes.
Then along came the Puritans
who, in the 1640's, banned
the celebrations of Christmas
and the singing of carols. (By
the way, this law has never
been repealed, so technically
we law-abiding citizens break
it every year!) Christmas
carols were taken out into

the pubs and sung as folk songs. They came to
be regarded by the middle and upper classes as
indecent but survived by being sung in secret
until Victorian times.

Enter William Sandys and David Gilbert in the
mid-nineteenth century. They scoured the
countryside villages of England collecting much
of the old Christmas music which had quietly
survived there.

Next came Charles Dickens. His tales of
Christmas feasting and revelry in "The Pickwick
Papers", with its emphasis on childlike days of
delight, written during the unusually severe
snow of December 1836, and his later story "A
Christmas Carol", resonated with readers. Our
modern Christmases, with their revivals of
medieval excess, became popular again, and
continue through today across the world.

Choirs became prevalent in churches at about
the same time. Christmas carols were very

PHOTO BY DAVID ASH
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popular with singers, especially as composers
such as Arthur Sullivan, who wrote the melody
for "It came upon the midnight clear", were
writing wonderful modern Victorian tunes,
which we still sing today.

This brings us back to "O Come All Ye Faithful".
The original lyrics were written in about 1750 by
John Francis Wade. As a Scottish Catholic he
had fled to France as a refugee, escaping the
failure of the Jacobite rising in 1745, when
Bonnie Prince Charlie had attempted to wrestle
Scotland back from the English. Some scholars
claim that this hymn is a coded rallying cry for
the Stewart cause, with distinctive political
roots. In its earliest form it was often found in
the English Roman Catholic liturgical books,
next to prayers for the exiled monarch, Charles
Edward, Pretender to the throne. As they sang
in Latin, the secret translation for the Catholic

faithful was, “O come, all ye
faithful of your exiled king.”
This counter-reformational
carol also stopped the
Protestants from having all the
best hymns! Whatever the
truth of its origins, it is not an
exaggeration to call it a
beloved Christmas carol. It is
often referred to as the
Portuguese hymn as it was
sung every Christmas at the
former Portuguese embassy in
Golden Square, London, a
place we know well, as we had
a dear friend who was the
priest there until recently.

Whether or not you buy into
this story of its political roots,
nothing can detract from its
beauty and majesty. Today
both the lyrics and the tune of
"O Come, All Ye Faithful"
transcend borders and
denominations as one of the
most popular of all the carols
in the Christmas canon.

We are still in the Christmas
season, approaching Epiphany
when we traditionally take
down the decorations. In the
old church, and even now for
some people, Christmas is not
over until Candlemas, which is
celebrated in 2022 on 2nd
February. (Another friend of
ours, now Anglican chaplain in
Sicily, will not take his down
before Candlemas. And they
are elaborate!)

We have many carols still to
enjoy as we celebrate together
the birth of our Lord and



Saviour, the Word made Flesh.
As I write alleged Christmas
party scandals abound and we
have suddenly been plunged
into more restrictions as new
variants of Covid, particularly
Omicron, spread and increase.
There is a tedious, tiring, sense
of inevitability, a weariness of
heart and body.

However you have spent
Christmas, with loved ones or
on Zoom again, may we be
able to sing with joy and
triumph as we "behold Him,
born the King of Angels". And,
in the words of Tiny Tim, from
"A Christmas Carol", "God
bless us, every one".

PHOTO BY DAVID ASH

←The earliest surviving
manuscript of Adeste
Fideles, created
ca.1745 and attributed
to John Francis Wade
(public domain).

↓Carol singers on The
Green, Kings Norton, in
2012.
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Known as Calcutta until 2001, this Indian city is
now referred to as Kolkata. Its port is situated
some twelve miles up the large Hooghly River,
which is connected to the Ganges. An
especially trained pilot has to guide the ship
along this waterway. I believe it takes up to 10
years for pilots to gather the knowledge they
need. When my ship visited, on our way
towards it we passed small villages and
hamlets enclosed by jungle greenery. Children
waved to us from the banks. The wives of two
crew members, who were travelling with, us
came up on deck to enjoy the scenery and the
sights.

Eventually, we approached Victoria Dock,
where we were to enter the lock, the port and
the city too. A tugboat led the way, guiding the
ship in, and our propeller turned swiftly. As the
water churned, a human body floated to the
surface. It was not a very nice sight, especially
because it appeared to have been burned and
was trailing a long bandage. I realised that it
must have floated down from the "ghats",
where cremations take place further up river.
Some poorer families cannot afford enough
wood to finish the job, so the sight of human
remains floating down the Hooghly is, sadly,
quite common. One of our wives was standing
on the afterdeck, saw it all and almost fainted.
At some point, I learned that the river contains
some really huge fish. Not surprising, when you
think about it.

The enigma of India was once again apparent
on this trip. India is a country which combines

Oh, Kolkata!O K
EDDIE MATTHEWS

Eddie makes a
gruesome
discovery on
this way up
the Hooghly
River to
Kolkata.
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beauty, slight horror and
moments of hope. My right-
hand man at the time was the
Second Steward whose duties
included the captaincy of the
ship's football team. A charity
match had been arranged at a
local football stadium, a
contest which we lost by two
goals to nil. Not surprising,
really, as we were playing
against professionals; but it
was all very sporty and
sociable. The match was
featured in the local paper and
became quite an event.
Several hundred pounds were
raised. The Second Steward
was in touch with the mission
led by Mother Teresa of
Calcutta. The money we raised

was passed on to her to buy
prosthetic limbs for use by the
poor.

But let me take you back to
the ship. As we approached
Kolkata, I had taken out of my
filing cabinet a set of papers to
be completed on arrival in
India. Britain's colonial
organisation of years ago was
still much in evidence in the
Indian bureaucracy. For
instance, one of the questions
I had to answer was, "How
much coal do you have on
board?" I had to deal with a
huge bundle of papers, all of
them copied from original
drafts which must have dated
back years. Nevertheless, I

PHOTO BY ROXANNE SHEWCHUK
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found the port officials to be
quite affable. One rule we
encountered was that all
cameras on board had to be
put under seal in my bond
room. This we did. When I
took two of the port officials
down below to affix the seal,
they spotted a big carton
which contained sweets and
chocolates which we had
originally taken on board in
the USA almost a year
previously, items like Hershey
bars and so on. I had already
agreed with the Captain that
they were to be scrapped and
the cost taken off my books
since they were not really
edible any more and we
wouldn't have been able to
sell them. Well, I sold the lot
to the port officials for a
reduced price of about £20 in
rupees! So we had some extra
cash for the charity which I
mentioned earlier.

We were in port for over a
week, loading cargo. Each

morning, I would pop out on
deck as an orange sun rose at
the start of another hot day.
From the ship's bridge you
could look out across the city.
There was always a blue-grey
haze across the horizon. The
thousands of poor, semi-slum
houses were burning coal to
cook on and to heat water
which caused a lot of
pollution. Of course, global
warming was not a topic back
then. These days, one can only
wonder how countries such as
India will phase out the use of
coal in the worldwide battle
against climate change and
pollution.

By the way, the customs men
were more than happy to
release our cameras when it
came to covering the big
football match. They were
also very pleased with their
sweets and chocolates.
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▲MORNING
HAZE OVER
THE INDIAN
COUNTRYSIDE.

SIX OF INDIA’S
CITIES ARE
AMONG THE
TOP 10 MOST
POLLUTED IN
THE WORLD.

IN 2019,
POLLUTION
ACCOUNTED
FOR NEARLY
1.7 MILLION
PREMATURE
DEATHS IN
INDIA.
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1st Nov Samuel Brown 89 SN.Cr.LH

15th Nov Grace Ruth Amos 22 SN.Bu.KN

17th Nov Celia Olive Hewings 76 SN.Bu.KN

23rd Nov Joan Doreen Medlicott 83 In.CY

26th Nov Patricia Mary Twist 91 SN.Bu.KN

30th Nov Barry DesmondWarner 89 In.CY

30th Nov Robert Edward Paul McNaughton 82 Cr.RD

7th Nov Elsie-Mae Rose Burden

Kobey Jax-James Harris

Alice Jean Molloy

Grace Isabelle Molloy

21st Nov Madison Frances Blickland

Alexa Bailey

Jake Nathan Robin Williams

Elora Rose Dorothy Williams

Baptisms November 2021

Bu : Burial, Cr : Cremation, CY : Churchyard, In : Interment of Ashes,
SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church

Cemeteries & Crematoria
KN : Kings Norton, LH : Lodge Hill, RD : Redditch

Funerals November 2021
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FROM OUR ADVERTISERS
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE

The contents of this magazine are
copyright © Kings Norton Team Parish
2022 and may not be reproduced in any
form without the written permission of
the Editor. The views, opinions and
comments expressed in these pages are
not necessarily those of the editorial
team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish
Ministry Team or its staff. Material
submitted for publication must be
accompanied by the name and contact
details of the provider including an
email address if available. When
possible, submissions will be produced
in full, but the Editor reserves the right
to make changes. If content submitted
for publication contains quotations
from other sources, the written
permission of the copyright holder to
reprint it must be supplied.
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Advertising in the Parish Magazine
Prices start at £10 per month for an advert of this size or only

£9 if you pay for 12 months in advance. Full page
advertisements like the one opposite cost £29 per issue. All

adverts subsidise our printing costs.

If you’d like to know more, contact the Editor.
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