
The answer lies in the soil………………………  

Somewhat belatedly, the modern western world is catching up with the idea that soil 

health is vital to all agriculture and horticulture. Things that our forebears have known for 

centuries, but the age of the “enlightenment” persuaded us that humans knew best and 

could do more than God. So what has all that got to go with our readings this week? We  

 

are the soil into which God, and those who work with him, plant seeds of “kingdom 

values”. We need to keep our “soil free from clutter and worldly influences, in order to 

allow the seeds planted within us to germinate, grow, flourish and fruit. There are a 

multitude of ways we can do this, and each “garden” (each of us) is different from one 

another. The “soil-health scheme” for each of us is different. It could be regular individual 

bible study, using guides and commentaries or re-reading the scripture passages of the 

day after listening to that week’s sermon/reflection; it could be regular use of  trusted 

online/app resources for spiritual nourishment, or through engagement with the worlds 

of art, music, theatre and nature. Whatever route works for you – ensure you nourish the 

soil that is yourself so that God can plant seeds within us, which will flourish and flower 

and fruit – and that can happen at all ages and stages of our lives.   Sylvia. 
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Thought for the Day 
  

After the Pharisees had tried to trick Jesus with the question about 

paying taxes to the Emperor, the Sadducees had also tried with a 

question about resurrection, both got answers that were rather more 

than they bargained for, but they still wanted to try once more! And 

this time, Jesus’ reply gives us one of the most fundamental passages of 

the Gospels – the two great commandments. Upon these 

commandments, Jesus says, hang all the Law and the Prophets – all 

that has gone before between God and the Hebrew nation.  

 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 

Love your neighbour as yourself. 

 

Then it is Jesus’ turn to ask a challenging question – one to which they 

know the answer, but are too afraid to confront it – that Jesus is the 

Son of God, the Messiah.  

        Sylvia   

 

 
 

 

Please Remember in your prayers:  
Mason Green, Paul Cowley, Siobhan and Darlene, June McCoy, Pauline 
Wells, Joyce Hancock, Maureen Black, Steven Fearon, Gabriella Young, 
Matthew Coulter, Margaret Roper, Eddie Matthews, Mary Barnes, Kate 
Charalambous, Donald Bullas, Angela Brady, Annette Dickers, Byrnice 
McMullen, Claire Phillips, Thelma and Neville Mitchell, Olyn Brady, 
Carol Devic, Jean Hooper, Val Fletcher, Roger, Kazia and family and 
Andrea Cohen Richards.  
 

Those Who have died and those who grieve for them:  

 
 
  

 

NOTICES 
PRAYER MINISTRY  
Will be available after the service in the Lady Chapel on the 1st and 
15th November. If you would like prayer at other times, please 
approach one of the Ministry Team. 
 
DISCIPLESHIP 
A new group is starting on in St Nicolas Church at 10 am, looking at 
passages from the Bible together: held fortnightly on Monday 
mornings at 10am (next on 2nd November).  
 
POPPY CASCADE 
Thank you to all who have worked to restore it ready for use this 
year. 
 
WOMEN’S GROUP 
Everyone is invited to join us as we hear about Jayne’s visit to the 
Holy Land. In church on November 24th at 2pm and wrap up warm.  
 
ADVENT SUNDAY: 29th NOVEMBER  

The 10.30 service will be at Hawkesley Church, as we join 

together to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the church, the 

school and the whole community of Hawkesley. The service will 

be followed by a bring-and-share lunch and then moving to 

Stargazers    

STARGAZERS  
On 29th November, at Hawkesley Church, we are hosting a team 

from Christian Music Ministries, who will help us learn and 

perform a “Musical in a day”. It should be a very enjoyable time, 

taking a look at the role of the Magi in the Nativity. Music score 

will be available for £5 and words copies for free. There will be a 

small charge to attend as singers and donations from those in 

the congregation (at 6pm). Larger donations to help cover the 

overall costs will be gratefully received too.    

 



THIS WEEK (at St Nicolas, unless specified otherwise) 

SUNDAY 25TH   
OCTOBER 2026 

  
   

10.30am Holy Communion at Hawkesley Church 
  

MONDAY 26TH  
OCTOBER 

 

TUESDAY 27TH 
OCTOBER 

 

WEDNESDAY 
28TH OCTOBER 

10.00am-12 noon Open Church at St Nicolas  
10.00am-12.00 noon Knit & Natter @ Hawkesley 
Church B38 9TR. 

THURSDAY 29TH 
OCTOBER 

9.00-11.00am Tiny Tots at St Nicolas 
10.00-12.00pm Churchyard Team 
 

FRIDAY 30TH    
OCTOBER 

 Adult choir please speak to Sylvia if interested 

SATURDAY 31ST 
OCTOBER   

  

SUNDAY 1ST 
NOVEMBER 

 
    

10.30am Morning Praise at Hawkesley Church 
12.30pm Baptisms 

   
    

 

25th October 2026 

St. Nicolas, Kings Norton 

  The Last Sunday of Trinity 

Incorporating Hawkesley LEP 

Part of the Church of England 

 

 

Collect for the Week 

Merciful God, 
teach us to be faithful in change 

and uncertainty, 
that trusting in your word 

and obeying your will 
we may enter the unfailing joy of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

TODAY 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 (p200 NT) 

Matthew 22: 34-46 (p.24 NT) 

NEXT WEEK 

1 John 3: 1-3 (p.237 NT) 

Matthew 5: 1-12 (p.4 NT) 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Sunday 8th November Remembrance Service at 10.30am 
Sunday 8th November 6.00pm During this service we will read the 
names of family and friends who have died in past years. If you 
have people you want to be remembered in this way, please let 
Pauline, Sylvia or Mark know. 
Saturday 28th November Wreath Making workshop at 2.00pm – 
booking essential, cost £35 

QR to Donate! Alternatively, donate at the back of church or using our 

donation boxes!  

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

Parish Office, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU 

Tel: 0121 458 3289   Email: parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk 
Website:  www.kingsnorton.org.uk 
Office Hours:  Mon – Thurs 10 – 1 pm Closed on Fridays 

 

9.00am BCP Matins (David Ash)
10.30am Morning Praise (Pauline W & David Ash)

6.00pm Holy Communion (Rev Martin S)

9.00am BCP Holy Communion (Rev Martin S)
10.30am Holy Communion (Rev Martin & Fay F)

3.30pm Memorial Service (Pauline & Rev Christine)
6.00pm Taizé Prayer (David Ash)

mailto:parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk
http://www.kingsnorton.org.uk/



