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‘Art,’ writes Larry Wright on p.5, ‘conveys truths
in ways that words cannot.’ I take ‘art’ here to
include the music of the composer John Joubert,
whose life and creativity are celebrated on p.10,
the art of the gardener (p.18) and the
cinematographer (p.38) as well as the pictorial
art which Larry has in mind. This is an edition
which reminds us that we are creatures of
imagination, who need more than words to
explore our yearning for something beyond
ourselves, and the depths within.

Take Lorenzo Quinn’s sculpture ‘Love’, for
example (front cover), which stands beside the
Thames at Millbank, a stone’s throw from
Parliament. Think about where it has been placed
and why; about what those clasped hands might
say to a divided nation about future opportunity
and lost possibility, about international relations
and broken dreams. With the application of a
little digital wizardry, ‘Love’  has become a
gateway, a threshold between worlds. As the
not-so-United Kingdom stands on the threshold
of momentous, some would say reckless change
this month, what hopes and fears does this work
of art evoke in you that words cannot convey?

David Warbrick sums up the thoughts of many on
p.13: ‘What a tragedy to be propelled apart
politically when we could stream towards our
maker and discover friends on the way.’

The Editor
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From the Rector
The Art of Faith
Did you note that Sister Wendy
Beckett passed away on Boxing Day
(St Stephen’s day)? She was
something of a phenomenon in the
1990s and early 2000s; a most unlikely
celebrity yet she gained a world-wide
reputation as an art historian and
interpreter of art for contemporary
minds. The BBC documentaries she
fronted on classical European art were
watched by millions and in some ways
she became to art what Sir David
Attenborough has become to the
natural world; a trusted and engaging
guide to a world of beauty, making it
accessible and popular for television
audiences across the globe.

Part of Sister Wendy’s attraction was
her unconventional looks and life
style. She was a nun for most of her
adult life, lived as a hermit in a mobile
home in a convent garden, had a
distinctive face and voice and, though
an intellectual, wore her learning
lightly. Her real gift was to bring art
alive by her down-to-earth
descriptions of what the artists she
studied were trying to convey. She
was not averse to mentioning death,
sex and politics as she drew viewers
into her narrative of a particular work

of art. A nun talking to camera in
front a great painting or sculpture
was all she offered in each
programme, yet millions watched.
What we may not appreciate is that
she never worked from a script; her
words were always her own reaction
to the art in front of which she stood.

Art and faith share a long and
distinguished history. The Christian
church, from the early icons to the
grand baroque of the eighteenth



5

century, has been a patron and
encourager of the arts. Art carries
messages, it tells stories, it conveys
truths in ways words cannot. We are
deeply moved by a painting or other
artistic masterpiece in ways which
surprise and delight us yet they can
also stir and disturb us by their
content and message. We should not
be surprised that the marketing and
advertising experts
use art to manipulate
our feelings to be
well-disposed to
particular products.

Governments and the
powerful use art for
propaganda purposes
to insinuate their
message into our
minds. Art is not
neutral. Art is
something that
surrounds us on a daily basis:
advertising hoardings, music, galleries
and concert halls, TV and radio; we
are awash with art. Art for leisure or
persuasion is one thing, but art which
aims at enriching our lives, touching
our souls, is another.

The earliest-known cave paintings of
our distant ancestors show them
depicting the animals which
dominated their lives. They are
realistic enough to identify the
animals and, because they are drawn

on the walls of deep caverns, give
the impression of having a sacred or
ritualistic intent. The earliest
Christian art can be found in the
underground catacombs of Rome
and other parts of the Roman
Empire, usually connected with
funeral rites or simplistic renderings
of Jesus. As Christianity flourished
and became mainstream, the age of

icons and elaborate
church decoration
began using the
finest materials and
artisans’ skills.

The world of the
Bible and Christian
beliefs were
portrayed in ways
intended to astound
and impress those
attending worship,
fostering a sense of

awe and wonder at the beauty and
majesty of God. This experience of
art and worship, combining to offer
a fully sensual experience of God, is
maintained in many churches across
the world today.

However, for some in the first
centuries of Christian expansion,
doubts emerged regarding the
dangers of works of art as idolatry.
The artworks were viewed by some
as becoming objects of worship in
themselves rather than an aid to

‘Art and faith share
a long and
distinguished history
[…] Art carries
messages, it tells
stories, it conveys
truths in ways words
cannot. ’
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worshipping God. It is in this period
that we first encounter the term
‘iconoclast’ to describe those who
wished to rid churches of icons and
other forms of art as vanities which
distracted the faithful from God. This
suspicion of art at the service of
worship has never gone away and
many English churches bear the scars
of the damage caused to their
interiors during the Reformation
when crowds of reformers would
descend upon parish churches and
knock down or deface statues,
remove stained glassed windows,
steal or burn any pictures and
whitewash over murals.

In our more tolerant times, art has
been used to ridicule, parody or
undermine faith and belief. Yet the
violent reactions to the depiction of
the prophet Mohammed (prohibited
in Islam) in Western art and literature
are a reminder of the sensitivities we
live with in a religiously globalised
world. Certain Islamic cultures have
strict prohibitions upon the depiction

of any living thing in art. In such
cultures their artists use the Arabic
script of the Qu’ran as a means of
creating art or use their history of
intricate pattern work on ceramics
and buildings to express beauty and
design pleasing to the eye.

Whatever our own artistic
preferences, the history of all forms
of art are shaped by our human
capacity for imagination and
creativity. Art is a means of
transcending ourselves and our
surroundings and circumstances. Art
can be a temporary escape from our
own mundane lives or spur us on with
new optimism and hope in the
human spirit and in what it is capable
of. Art can be a channel for
deepening our appreciation of the
wonder and beauty around us and,
for many millions, the author and
creator of all that is pleasing and
inspiring is the one they call God.

Revd Larry Wright
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Adventures at the
Back of Church

Some weeks, we opt for something
a little different. Some weeks, we
opt not to be at the back of church
at all.

Immanuel Church meets next door
in St Nicolas’ Place, in the Ashford
Hall. It meets at 10.30, like St
Nicolas’ Church. They meet most
weeks; if they are not there it is
because they are having their joint
service with St Nicolas’. The
congregation is smaller than St
Nicolas’, as is the room. There’s an
overhead projector so there’s no
juggling of books and orders of

service. There’s also nowhere to
hide the kids! There’s no hiding at
the back; the services are often
more interactive and the kids sit in
the front and pay attention. And
they recognise things like the Tiny
Tots prayer.

Each week, the service is led by a
different member of the parish
ministry team, and the children
from both churches meet together
every other week for Oasis or Godly
play (junior church), cementing
friendships that began years ago at
Tiny Tots. I like to think that, thanks

The difference between church
with & without kids

Part 6

Gemma Harris continues her series on the joys and
the challenges of bringing small children to church.



8

to these bonds, the two
congregations will be less separate
in years to come.

We like to go on a semi-regular
basis to maintain links with this
small and friendly congregation. We
like to go so that the kids can see
their other friends. We like to go to
experience a more informal style of
worship, so the children see there
are other ways of witnessing to
Christ and of ‘doing’ religion. We
like to go to what they call ‘Special
Church’ because it’s a chance for
them to get involved in the service
in a different way, to sing different
songs, to hear different prayers and
witness a different kind of
enthusiasm.

Last time, the congregation was set
a task to write down how they felt
their church should grow and
develop and change.T he kids had
to draw pictures of how they
wanted church to be. They sat

together drawing while being
quizzed by Pauline Weaver and
showed us their work while the
adults moved about chatting, taking
notes and thinking. It was a
different kind of service.

I don’t have the litany of
embarrassing tales to tell from
‘Special Church’ because we don’t
go as often, but also because their
behaviour is so very different there.

Religion and worship have different
styles reflecting the different states
of mind we all experience. I wanted
them to know that God can respond
to them no matter what their state
of mind. Sometimes we’re feeling
‘traditional’ and we go to St
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Nicolas’. The ancient traditions can
be traced back across the centuries
and I love that connectedness to
the people of Kings Norton across
the years.

One memory I’ll always treasure
was the time last year I took my 6
year old to the Washing of the Feet
service on Maundy Thursday. It’s an
evening service so he was tired and
we didn’t make it to the end; but he
watched with open eyes as the
Rector knelt down and washed his
parishioners’ feet, mirroring the
actions of Jesus. Little Josh,
alongside adults who’d attended

the church for decades, had his feet
washed by the vicar. It made an
impact that night and, hopefully,
taught him that no one is ever too
lofty to serve others.

Another lovely memory is of
carolling with Pauline and the St
Nicolas’ congregation two years
ago with my then 5 year old. The
dark night and the cold and the
songs and the sense of joint
festivity will stay with me. Maybe
one day when Josh is old he’ll
suddenly remember it too; because
many of these experiences are
forgotten as soon as the child exits
the building and to hope for
anything else is folly. But the
layering of experience, the
reinforcement of the message of
community and caring and love is
what I hope will stay with my
children into their old age. God
willing!

Gemma Harris

‘Little Josh, alongside adults
who’d attended the church

for decades, had his feet
washed by the vicar. It

made an impact that night
and, hopefully, taught him
that no one is ever too lofty

to serve others.’
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So much busy politics with so little
wisdom;

So much noisy argument with so
little meaning and content;

So many egos and so little grace;

So much bluster with so little
integrity.

What a climate we are in.

What a time to bury John Joubert.

His 180 and more works, lyrical, but
not sentimental; some epic but never
melodramatic; many intricate, but
never twee; purposeful, yet not
didactic; like his teaching, serious
and shot through with good humour:
all reveal extraordinary emotional
intelligence the like of which we may
crave deeply just now.

But John has seen much worse than
British isolationist sickness.  He bore
his hurt quietly as South Africa

In Memoriam

John
Joubert
On 24th January 2019, Saint Nicolas’, Kings Norton was filled to capacity
with the family, friends, colleagues and former students of the composer John
Pierre Herman Joubert. Among them were his wife Mary, his son Pierre, his
daughter Anna and his son-in-law the Reverend Canon Rob Morris, Rector
of this parish until 2015, who officiated at the funeral. The many moving
tributes to the life of a remarkable man included this address, delivered by
the Vicar of All Saints, Kings Heath, the Reverend Canon David Warbrick.
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descended into Apartheid’s sad,
bleak cruelty.  He felt her glorious
release, then depressing descent to a
different dysfunction.  He has looked
appalled at Jerusalem’s abuses.
Depressed by our own wars he helps
us trace the delusion of current
conflicts by returning to the Boer
War.

In Hardy’s words, born to us by
John’s careful notes, he compels us
to imagine how we shoot an enemy
soldier in the face, but whom if we
met in the pub we’d probably buy a
pint for, or lend him half a crown.
The phantom of a dead soldier in
South Africa moans, “I would know
by whom and when the All-Earth-
Gladdening Law of peace brought in
by that man crucified was ruled to be
inept, and set aside?” That
bewildered, yet somehow defiant
tone manages to be both humble and
strong at the same time.  So with
John’s musicality, and so, too, with
his quiet leadership in the world of
music and academy.

Beholding the horrors and the
foolishness, what Yeats called the
“fury and the mire of human veins,”
we can of course despair, or we can
put on the cowardly armour of
cynicism, or alternatively nurture a
self-deceiving nostalgia. Or we can
do something truly defiant:  make
something challengingly beautiful.

There is little anger in John’s music,

but there is a firm defiance of
ugliness.  He draws together when
others would thrust apart.  Far from
escapist, with the literary themes of
human folly and love; with the
resilient spiritual theme of
irrepressible hope, John’s music
faces down conflict and points us
forward to nothing less than heaven.

His Anglican wistfulness, nurtured
since those Diocesan College
evensongs, the strong, quiet, off-
centre view of the migrant and the
solitude of his rare perception, have
combined to give us music with
which to work on our emotional
intelligence.  It is striking that very,
very few of his works are for one
person to perform.  Music is about
community. It’s touching, too, how
carefully he alights on the words of
others, Bede, Yeats, Hardy, Tolstoy,
Conrad, Bronte, always words that
explore emotion and community.
The stories he chose to re-tell, like
Silas Marner and Jayne Eyre, explore
tortuous and frustrating
misunderstanding until some kind of
flawed, but beautiful community is
made.

He bears others’ words up with
music so we can receive their
meaning by accessing our human
musicality so long evolved; so much
older and deeper than speech itself.
But in doing so, John does not
impose himself on the text.  Rather,
he opens up possibilities for us.
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Likewise in teaching, in Hull and
Birmingham, John not only taught
facts about music.  His demeanour,
his subdued passion, his clarity and
self-effacing wit, even latterly the
folded arthritic hands that meant he
must depend on others to make the
sound: it was his person that probably
taught the most.  He showed
thousands how to write, conduct and
make music for others without
getting in the way.  It should be said
that anyone presuming to lead others
in prayer ought to learn the same.

In conversation, John preferred to
listen and give room for the rest of us,
however clumsy our speech may be.
In subtle ways, John made room for
all sorts of diverse people to find their
voice.  It may be unwise to pick out
one phrase from countless beautiful
messages, but someone wrote:
“knowing him was part of my
healing.”  It doesn’t really get better
than that.  Perhaps knowing his music
can be part of our culture’s healing.

Healthily suspicious of institutions
and cautious of postured religiosity,
when he settled carefully on Biblical
material, as with Micah and our
anthem, it was so often a text pointing
to heaven and to the kind of
community it will be. John’s
attractively agnostic aspect, that
wistfulness, meant the music and the
texts were not thrust upon us, so we
can make of them what we will.
Whether the poetry of heaven is just

that, or whether we count it as our
mother tongue, describing a present
and future reality, the heaven evoked
can expose for any of us the deceits
and cruelties of the present,
challenging us that it will not always
be so and therefore need not be so
now.

There is a call to peace which John
heard in creation, through the
cacophony of human conflicts. Even
the conflicts contain the material for
community, if distorted and made
discordant. That’s why our
misunderstandings and distortions are
worth exploring in literature.
Requiem, Evensong, Wisdom and so
many others orient us toward heaven



13

where no torment will touch us.  We
will be at peace.  What a tragedy to
be propelled apart politically when
we could stream towards our maker
and discover friends on the way.
What a ridiculous waste of life,
energy and skill to make a sword
when you can make a plough.

We have the music.  Thank you,
John.  Many of us can’t help saying
‘Thank you, God’.  We have it in no
small part because of the people
around John who gave him space to
become his extraordinary self, from
musical parents, to the uncle who
funded his schooling, to the children
living with the idiosyncrasies of a
creative dad.  Most especially we
have his wife Mary to thank, her
musicality and his honouring and
delighting each other; their smiles
teasing each other; offering the space
needed around that precious creative
hour or two in the day; patience with
seeming detachment as some musical
conundrum went round and round in
his head; space for the paradox of
control needed to write controlled
music that does not control.  It has
been a beautiful and fruitful
partnership.  We cannot give thanks
for John without giving thanks for
Mary.

We give thanks, too, for the
musicians who bring the score to life,
especially two in whom John took
enormous quiet pride: Pierre and
Anna.  We can’t all compose or play

like these four friends.  But we can all
listen, and let the music work on our
heart; on our emotional intelligence.

When Jesus entered the worst
frustration of conflicted humanity,
traced in Mark’s Passion, he exposed
reality, kept integrity, died and rose
again.   His resurrection was so
disarmingly quiet, so discreet, so
subtle an ending, that some of us find
it utterly compelling.  For in that
ultimate victory over violence Jesus
still does not coerce, but gently
invites us to hopeful, heaven-
oriented community.  Without
making too grand a claim for him,
John refracted to us something of that
elusive humble confidence and was
master of the subtle ending.

Perhaps the music most deeply
missed is the low conversation
musing about what’s on television in
the evening, his familiar cadences,
verses and responses shaping Mary’s
and John’s private setting of their
own evening liturgy.

And now, surely, it must be time for
afternoon tea.

The Revd Canon David Warbrick

John Joubert (20th Mar 1927 - 7th
January 2019) was laid to rest in St
Nicolas’ Churchyard.
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There is an old lie, which is
often thrown at them in jest,
that vicars only work one day a
week. Like all lies, it deserves
to be exposed for the myth
that it is. So, this month, we

embark on the first of a series of articles in which the clergy of
Kings Norton come clean about exactly what it is they get up to
when the rest of us are about our daily business. We think you’ll
be surprised. Our first brave volunteer is the Reverend Jayne
Crooks, who pretends to be retired.

Rev

Our lovely Parish Magazine Editor
thought readers might be interested in
the breadth of ministry in which the
Kings Norton leadership team are
involved.  So I thought I’d take up the
challenge and go first since, as
officially retired, I theoretically ought
to have the most time to put pen to
paper!

Having retired on 1st April 2015, my
position in the Ministry Team here in
Kings Norton is Honorary Assistant
Priest.  I have what is called Permission
to Officiate (PTO) from the Bishop of
Birmingham, but no actual licensed
authority in the Parish, only that which
the Rector allows; and he allows me
quite a lot, so thank you Larry!

However, the Diocese didn’t allow me
to be idle for long and so invited me to
become a CME (Continuing Ministerial
Education) Advisor for the diocesan

scheme of Offering Pastoral care in
the Community.  This means I act as
Advisor to 10 teams of people in 10
different parishes throughout the
diocese, which means arranging to
visit each team at least once a year (I
did one in February for a church in
Smethwick), attending their
commissioning or re-commissioning
services (I attended 2 in February) and
attending meetings with other CME
Advisors (we had 2 meetings in
January).

We also plan an annual Away Day for
all those involved in pastoral work in
parishes.  This year the date is
Saturday March 16th and we shall be
exploring prayer, how vital it is, and
how we can refresh our own prayer
life and that of others.

I also act as an MDR (Ministerial
Development Review) Consultant for
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the diocese, which means I meet with
around 3 or 4 clergy, one-to-one, once
a year, to assist them in a personal
review of their ministry over the past
12 months.  It’s a great privilege to hear
their stories and to help them take a
little time to think through things that
have gone well and things that may
not have gone well and how they
might do things differently.  I have to
make sure they are looking after
themselves with times of retreat and
time set aside for family.  We look at
any training needs that may have
arisen as a result of the past 12 months
and submit a report of our discussion
to the Bishop.

On a wider scale, I am a member of
Praxis Midlands, a group of clergy and
Readers from across the whole of

middle England, taking in Oxfordshire,
Gloucestershire, Leicestershire,
Nottinghamshire, Staffordshire,
Warwickshire, Worcestershire and the
West Midlands.  We meet to plan
training events for those involved in
leading worship of any kind, from
children’s worship to church worship,
to ‘messy church’ worship, to worship
in care homes and so on.  We meet
maybe every 2 to 3  months and are
currently planning an event about the
role and place of music in worship.  I
am quite passionate about how we use
liturgy (the words we say) in our
church services and one of the tasks
delegated to me by our Rector is to
advise on all the liturgy we use in the
churches this parish.   So, the new
service booklets we are using in St
Nicolas’ Church are largely down to me
in consultation with my colleagues.

Within the parish and closer to home, I
have the great pleasure in conducting
a service of Holy Communion once a
month in Grosvenor Court, a sheltered
housing complex on The Green and
also about 4 times a year in Awdry
Court, another sheltered housing
complex nearby.  These are always
wonderful occasions and give the
residents such encouragement.  There
are about 12 who attend at Grosvenor
and about 8 at Awdry Court.

I’m also to be found in St Nicolas’
Church on a Thursday evening acting
as the Wedding Administration
Officer. All the weddings conducted at
St Nicolas’ come through me. The
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administration is now quite detailed,
since we have to adhere to Home
Office laws on immigration and
citizenship, plus residency or
qualification for marriage at St
Nicolas’.  We currently have about 28
weddings in the system for this year
and next, so as you can appreciate the
‘admin’ is not insignificant.

Another of my admin tasks is to log
and claim all the Gift Aided donations
made to St Nicolas’ Church, Immanuel
Church, Hawkesley Church and St
Nicolas’ Place.  It’s great to be able to
get money from HMRC instead of
paying it to them!

With my PTO, I can sometimes be
found at other churches in the

deanery, filling in for clergy who are
away (I was at St Anne’s, West Heath
on 17th Feb) and also conducting some
services in this parish (I do the
occasional wedding, funeral, baptism
and Sunday service).

And finally, I am a grandmother to 3
delightful children, so am on school
runs 4 times a week; and I’m the
daughter of nonagenarian parents,
who increasingly need my support in
decision making.  Life is very full, but
mostly enjoyable and I do manage to
fit in a barn dance fitness class and an
international circle dancing class most
weeks.

Revd Jayne Crooks

This year’s collection amounted to £439.52. On behalf of The
Children’s Society, grateful thanks to all contributors for their
continued generosity and long term help and support. We have
finally exceeded our £20,000 grand total. Our running total is now
£20,116.52.  Very well done everyone!

Pat Dovey
Box Secretary

The Children’s Society Box Collection
2018-2019
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A Lent Course for
Kings Norton Team Parish

How can Christians be reconcilers and
peacemakers in their everyday lives?

Fracture, division and conflict affect us all. Maybe we hope for better
relationships in our families, in our communities, in our country’s

polarised politics and systems, but it’s often difficult to know where to
begin. Through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection we see God at work in
reconciling humanity. God invites Christians to offer reconciliation and

peace within a broken, hurting world.

6 weekly sessions from week of 3 March 2019 to week of 7 April
inclusive

Each 1.5 hour session facilitated by Revd Jayne Crooks and Revd
Catherine Matlock

Course resourced through The Archbishop of Canterbury’s
Reconciliation team at Lambeth Palace.

Further information available from Catherine, Jayne or the Parish
office.
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Let me take you to Holland and, in an
enormous horticultural market near
Schiphol Airport, you will see literally
millions of plants ready to be whisked
off all over the world. They will be the
finest varieties produced by tissue
culture, uniform in size, free from all
pests and diseases, (including
viruses) and in a generous pot ready
to plant in your garden.

Well, you say, that sounds like a short
cut to gardening paradise; but there
are one or two reservations. You may
have a long pocket and be able to fill
your garden with life and colour by

visiting the local gardening centre to
spend, spend, spend. Splendid!

However, lesser mortals may have to
take a different approach by buying
much smaller plants, perhaps on the
net, purchasing from the local
greengrocer, or you can become a
PROPAGATOR!

Seeds and cuttings will become your
passport to a much more interesting
gardening experience and the result
may be much more in tune with
current ideas about garden beauty.

A New Age of
Gardening?
Seasonal tips from a green-fingered reader
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PLANT OF THE MONTH

The Hellebore

The Christmas rose is in the shops
now and the colourful Lenten roses
will join it soon. The hellebores will
laugh in the face of shade. Thriving
under trees and being very hardy,
they will grow into flowering clumps
in a short time (see photo above).
There was a drawback to these
blooms in that they used to hang
down, obscuring the beautiful
dappled patterns on their petals.
Hellebore enthusiasts used to use a
wing mirror on the end of a pole to
fully admire their beauty -  honestly!
Newer varieties hold their flowers
above the foliage and most will face
upwards. Gardeners need to be

patient and, if you purchase plug
plants, progress will be slower. Really
good varieties can be had from
Hayloft Plants and others. Year one,
no flowers; year two, some small
ones; and year three, an early display
increasing in size for many years to
come.

VEGETABLE TIP

Hate broccoli? Try this one, Broccoli
Tenderstem Green Inspiration F1 is
free from fibre in the stems and
tastes really good. Remove the
centre stem to encourage the growth
of side shoots and, when you get
tired of this green wonder, allow the
golden yellow flowers to develop. On
a warm summer's day, they will be
a-buzz with honey bees (let's face it,
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www.mikebakergenbuilding.co.uk

the bees deserve a break). The seed
is still a bit expensive and I suggest
that a search on Google will reveal a
supplier.

FLOWER TIP

Cosmos (photo, page 18) are a great
annual and can be started without
the aid of a greenhouse. Look out for
the shorter varieties which are more
suitable for the smaller garden.

Personally, I don't like the quilled
petal and semi-double varieties and
prefer the simplicity of the singles,
but the picotees are very pretty.
Always look out for the trophy cup
symbol in the seed lists as it denotes
RHS approval and that the variety
should succeed.

That's it for now. Happy Gardening!

Adam the Gardener
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What’s On In Kings Norton?
Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here. In this section of the
magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this parish

● A detailed Diary of Events organised over the coming month by the organisations listed
and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into advertising and listings. We
charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are seeking to attract paying
customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the Events Diary we print, free of
charge, listings of events organised by local social or charitable groups, together with their
contact details and a brief description of their aims.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for next month, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by the submission deadline shown on page 3. To
advertise in the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash
(editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of advertising charges are available on request or can
be viewed on the magazine page of the parish website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk.

Societies, Clubs & Venues

Contact information for Kings Norton organisations and locations that offer opportunities to
get together for events and/or to meet people who have similar interests.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, clivehartwell48@sky.com

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of
£3 per talk is made.
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Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624
3865 or 07 887 512 382

An informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and about the
reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from 10.30 to
1.00 pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats and to
enhance its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates and
meeting locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nico-
las’ Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as
Saint Nicolas' Place (SNP), through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about SNP and listings of
Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £7.50 per annum or £5.00 for those not
in full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com,
info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who
come together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its
neighbouring playing fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive
difference to the recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise
with organisations, including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet
0121 628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green
for the benefit of the community. We work closely with the National Trust who, with their
young Urban Rangers and others, organise a programme of training and conservation
activities. We usually work on Saturdays fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and some-
times during school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Society  John Bowen (Chairman) 0121 458 3747

Our origins go back to Kings Norton Youth Fellowship. We still have a few who remember
those days but most are much younger. We normally meet at Kings Norton Tennis Club on
the fourth Friday of the month for a bite to eat, a chat and general socialising. We have the
occasional walk, quiz or speaker or best of all, we organise our own entertainment. If you
know a member tell them you would like to come, or call the number above.
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Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at Saint Nicolas’ Place
every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121
458 3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm
at Saint Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.

Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role
in enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues
that matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of mem-
bers, the Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of
which meets once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third
Tuesday of the month from 2pm till 4pm.

Women’s Institute (evening group) Marion Atkin 0121 441 5817. Meets every third Monday of
the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Kings Norton Rotary Club  Colin Guy 0121 444 2020, colinguy1930@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary is an international network of clubs for business and professional men and women,
both active and retired. Clubs are committed to helping local and overseas communities.
The local branch meets most Tuesdays for lunch and fellowship at the Kings Heath Cricket
Club, 247 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 6DT. Visitors are welcome at most meet-
ings, but should contact Colin Guy in advance.

Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.
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Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers, ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.

SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com, John
Taylor 0121 458 6397

Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of 2017. The
U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for retired
and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a voluntary
basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in interest
groups through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
@spokentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January 2017, it is already attracting a significant
audience. It gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the
opportunity to perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on
the first floor of the Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting
to perform should check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while
spectators pay a £3 entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm through-
out the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at
the Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Robert Shaw, 0121 415 5226

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays,
buying and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome
including beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House
in Cotteridge.
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Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or
07874 216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or
competitive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per
night (the first two visits are free) or annual membership is £40.

Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary's Hospice  www.birminghamhospice.org.uk
suebarkerdavies@gmail.com, Sue Davies 0121 608 0646

We are a local group of volunteers who raise money to care for people living with life-
limiting illnesses, their families and carers in Birmingham and Sandwell.  We organize
fundraising activities such as regular charity quizzes and stalls at local festivals.  We also
aim to raise awareness of the wide range of services offered by the hospice.  We meet
locally at 7.00 pm on the 2nd Monday of each month so, if you might like to join us or can
spare a couple of hours occsaionally to help, please contact Sue (as above).

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about
health and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A
Health Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place
every Friday from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone
interested in joining the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of
our walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For
those interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of
approximately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further
information.

Active Parks, www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council's Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partner-
ship with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities
across Birmingham parks. With the Friends of Kings Norton Park group, depending on the
season, it offers a range of local events, from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the
Westhill Road car park at Kings Norton Park.
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Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions
when club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Mem-
bership fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as
families.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in 1944, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part
in trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne
Sports and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8.00 pm onwards. There is a
thriving programme of social activities.

Kings Norton Golf Club Brockhill Lane B48 7ED, www.kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk, 01564
826789

We offer one of the premier golf courses in the West Midlands, set in 220 acres of beautiful
parkland and featuring 27 holes of championship standard, a par 3 short course, a putting
green and practice facilities. Applications for membership are welcome. Our impressive
Grade 2 listed Weatheroak Hall clubhouse is also a popular venue for weddings, private
parties and marketing events. Throughout spring and summer 2018 the club is running a
series of lessons for ladies who want to get in to golf. Participants do not need any special
golf gear, clubs and balls are provided. The cost is £25 for 5 lessons. More details on the
Home and Ladies’ pages of our website.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who
are not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally
of 10 to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the
pace of the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group
to Kings Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

Black Adder Clog Morris, blackaddersecretary@gmail.com or find us on Facebook

Morris Dancing is an ideal way of having fun and keeping fit. Dancers and musicians,
beginners or advanced, men and women are welcomed by Black Adder. We meet most
Thursdays (except August) from 8.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. in Selly Oak Friends’ Meeting
House at 930 Bristol Rd South, Birmingham B29 6NB. If you want to come along, please
email us to check we're meeting that week.
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COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 .

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

A wide range of books, CDs and materials for all ages including community information and
local history. There is also a meeting room for hire and internet access. The Library organ-
ises a range of regular events including activities for children, reading and writing groups
and our regular coffee mornings. A number of other organisations hold events at the
Library.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433
3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

The centre organises a number of regular activities. Each Monday, between 5.30 and 7.30
pm, we offer exciting free activities for young people aged 11-17: just turn up. We also have
a weekly Wellbeing Wednesday lunch for those aged 50 and over, with a free activity,
costing £5.50. Please book in advance. We also run a drop-in centre for young adults aged
18-25 for help with job applications, or just a cup of tea and a chat. You can bring children,
but please ensure they are supervised.

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song, 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music
to suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River
Roots  and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for
information on all events.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
4 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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During the Week

We open Saint Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love.  All are welcome.

Wednesday  10.00 am - 12.00 noon : Open Church
Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Marriage and Christening (Baptism) enquiries in

Saint Nicolas’ Church
Saturday 10.00 am - 12.00 noon : Coffee and “Knit & Natter” in St Nicolas’ Church

.

Children’s Activities

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church.

Children are welcome at all services in all our churches. We offer All-Age worship and
special activities for children on certain Sundays.

Please see our weekly newsletter for details.

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs almost £1,000 a week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all financial
support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do ask for

details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Christening (Baptism) and Weddings

Saint Nicolas’ Church is open on Thursday evenings between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm for
enquiries about Christenings & weddings. This is an opportunity to make a booking to

talk about these services in more detail.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
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Friday 1 March
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park 10.30 am, (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45 p.m: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's

Saturday 2 March
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green

10.30 am
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30
● Saturday Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Community Litter Pick, Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve, 10.30 am (meet at

Burmans Drive, foot of Wychall Park Grove)

Tuesday 5 March
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am - 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● U3A (University of the Third Age) Monthly General Meeting, St Joseph's & St Helen's

Church Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge, 2.00pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club, 7 pm for 7.30 pm: Mary Moore,

Tour Guide

Wednesday 6 March
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place 1.00-3.00 pm: Armchair Exercise &

Beetle Drive
● Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2 pm-4 pm
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00 pm-10.00 pm:

'Surprises'
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 7 March
● Kings Norton Women's Fellowship, St Nicolas' Place, 2.00-3.00pm
● World Book Day, Kings Norton Library
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Events Diary March 2019



31

Friday 8 March
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's

Saturday 9 March
● Farmers' Market, The Green, 9 am-2 pm
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Friends of Historic Kings Norton Charity Book sale St Nicolas' Place, 10 am-1 pm
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30

Monday 11 March
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary's Hospice Quiz & Raffle, Stirchley United

Social Club, 41 Hazelwell Lane B30 2PR, 8 pm

Tuesday 12 March
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car

park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am - 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm

(for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 13 March
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Singalong with Tom

Pritty
● Kings Norton 41 Club, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 14 March
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 2.00 pm: 'Stamps

and Postal History of Gibraltar'
● Councillors' Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 15 March
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's
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Saturday 16 March
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium Green,

10.30 am
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30

Monday 18 March
● Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road, 7.30 pm: AGM (visitors welcome)
● Kings Norton Women's Institute (evening group), Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge

7.00 pm: Sheila Parkes 'RMS Titanic, Then & Now'

Tuesday 19 March
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am - 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Kings Norton Women's Institute (afternoon group), Friends' Meeting House,

Cotteridge group), 2.00-4.00 pm: Neil Hughes 'Neal's Chocolates'
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 20 March
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Speaker, David Berry
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00 pm-10.00 pm: DPI

Show
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 21 March
● Bournville Bookfest at Kings Norton Library: The Storybike 10.30 -11.15 am (Tickets

£2.00 available online at Bournville Bookfest)
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 22 March
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's

Saturday 23 March
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30
● Explore Learning at Kings Norton Library, 2.00pm-4.00pm: Creative Writing

Workshops for juniors (1 hour) and seniors (1 hour), based on ages 4-14 years
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Sunday 24 March
● Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road: Spring Lunch (four courses with wine or

soft drinks, £20 pp members, £25 pp non-members), 12.30 pm for 1.00 pm. Tickets
from Lorraine on 0121 459 0944.

Monday 25 March
● Bournville Townswomen's Guild, Friends' Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton History Society, St Nicolas Place, 7 pm: Don Hazzard & Rick Simpson 'The

River Rea'

Tuesday 26 March
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields car

park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 10.00

am - 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00 pm (for

venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 27 March
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1.00-3.00 pm:Music with Kevin Miles
● Kings Norton Photographic Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 8.00 pm-10.00 pm:

Speaker to be announced
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 28 March
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge 2 pm: 'Stamps and

Postal History'
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 29 March
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's

Saturday 30 March
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30
● 'Spring Awakening' Guided Walk, Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve, 10.30 am

(Meet at junction of Wythall Lane and Meadow Hill Road)
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Diary
Monday
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Shapes & Adders Toddler Maths 9.45 - 10.45 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703 754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30 pm
(enquiries@beeches-martialarts.co.uk)
Pilates 7.15 - 8.15 pm

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline Aus-
tin 07 773 782 463)
Yoga Really Works Pregnancy Class 6.30 -
7.30 pm

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 – 5.30 pm
(ages 5-10); 5.30 - 7.00 pm (ages 11-18)
(Melanie 07 766 724 834)
Yoga Really Works Stretch & Relax with Ba-
by 11.00-12.00 noon

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for children
and young people 10.00 am-1.00 pm (Don-
na  07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 9th March

2019
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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Lincoln Cathedral is a magnificent
medieval edifice, dedicated to the
glory of God and the tallest building
in the world until 1548. It is the third
largest cathedral in the UK. John
Ruskin declared it ‘out and out the
most precious piece of architecture in
the British Isles.’ Building was first
commissioned by William the
Conqueror and began in 1072. It has
been rebuilt and extended over the
centuries, following a massive
earthquake in 1185.

There is so much which delights the
eye and feeds the pilgrim soul both
inside and outside the cathedral: the
huge, spacious nave, the superb
ribbed roof vaulting, pointed arches
and flying buttresses, the stained

glass, some of which dates back to
the 13th century, such as the Dean’s
Eye window in the north transept,
the Wren library, and the Lincoln
Imp! This famous fellow is a little
devil gargoyle perched high in the
Angel choir overlooking St. Hugh of
Lincoln’s shrine. Legend has it that
he was turned to stone by the angels
because he caused mayhem in the
cathedral!

Pilgrims for centuries have been
stopped in their tracks in awe and
wonder approaching Lincoln as the
Cathedral came into view. It will be
the same for us, a wonderful place
to reconnect and renew our
relationship with our Lord and
Maker.

Details for your Diary
Saturday 14th September 2019, departing by coach from

St. Nicolas’ Gardens.
Included in the day are a tour of the cathedral, free time in

Lincoln, and worship in the cathedral at Sung Evensong.
Further details will be available soon.

They will include the price and a booking form.

Pilgrims’ Progress 2019
Lincoln Cathedral
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The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

All Ears and Thumbs

One of the delights of working with
small children is the not knowing.
You just don't know what they are
going to do or say or ask next.  It is
also easy to forget or not realise
that they are listening or copying,
as most parents find out to their
cost when a swear word is
repeated at an inopportune
moment.  Or as I
know when I see
them copying some
of my more unusual
dance moves!

But sometimes they
show us true wisdom.
Such was the case
recently when I was
encouraging our Tiny
Tots' adults to complete their
electoral roll forms.  I had
explained what they were and why
they needed to fill them out.  One
of our regular childminders was
saying that she wasn't going to
bother when one of the children
she looks after, Eva, who is just
three, turned round and said to
her 'but it's YOUR church'.  Which

it
absolutely
is. Our
Thursday
morning
regulars
are just as much a part of church as
our Sunday congregations. In fact,
we refer to them as our Thursday

congregation and an
entry goes in our
service book each
week.  Needless to
say, the form was
filled in there and
then!

Each week at Tiny
Tots, we end the
session in the same

way. We sing and dance, we have
a story, we celebrate birthdays
and share news, we say our
prayers, dance to the same two
songs (known as Round And Round
and the Wiggle Song) and then we
give out stickers.  The children
soon learn this and are very quick
to remind me if I get it wrong or do

‘We have to be so
careful with what
we say. Silly things,
naughty words and
prayers all get heard
and remembered
and often acted
upon.’



37

things in the wrong order, either
by mistake or on purpose!

I usually ask them which prayer
comes first. One little girl very
enthusiastically put up her thumbs
and shouted 'Thumbs!' at which
Reuben, aged three, piped up 'No!
It's care and love!': and he was
spot on. I had no idea he had learnt
the words. Our first prayer starts
with the words 'God helps us to
care and love and share'.  He was
so pleased that he had the right
answer!

On the other side of the coin, one
of our mums was giving her son
some medicine and spilt some on

her trousers.  I jokingly said 'Don't
worry, he can lick it off,' and, of
course, that is exactly what he did.
Oops!  As you can imagine, I wasn't
very popular with Mum!

All of which goes to show how
careful we have to be with what
we say. Silly things, naughty words
and prayers all get heard and
remembered and often acted upon
or repeated just at the wrong
moment.  It gives us all a great
responsibility, whether we're
parents or not. But it also gives us
unexpected rewards, true glimpses
of God's glory.

Pauline Weaver
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By the time you read this, the 2019
Oscar ceremony will be over and the
winning speeches and the celebri-
ties’ attire picked over and reported
upon for their variable merits. The
winners will glory in that unique star-
lit glow which only Hollywood can
provide. Winners and losers will min-
gle in the glittering spectacle of the
night. Careers will be advanced, or
not, in the rapacious dream machine
that is modern movie making.

This year may see one of the (seem-
ingly endless stream of) blockbuster
superhero all-action movies making
it to the top of the award categories.
These CGI-dependent spectaculars
are global hits as they have little
script development (so easily trans-
lated for global audiences) and have
simplistic plots: good vs evil, evil vs
more evil, good corrupted by evil but
redeemed, etc. They occasionally as-
sociate themselves with contempo-
rary political issues: climate change,

racism or care for the environment
but their main purpose is to wow and
astound, which they do. It is pure
escapism based upon super human
prowess and as predictable as a Dis-
ney cartoon ending. Maybe, in an
age of uncertainty and political and
spiritual malaise, these films are

The
Oscars
2019
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comfort food for the eyes and, like all
good science fiction, transport us to
another world for a while.

The dramas are usually the big win-
ners at the Oscars. The Favourite,
starring Olivia Coleman,  telling the
story of the final days of Queen
Anne’s reign, is riding high in the
moviesphere. Its historical setting
and sumptuous design (and the fact
it is a British film) make it an unlikely
Best Film winner, though it deserves
to be nominated. A Star is Born is in
the favoured zone, showing the act-
ing ability of Lady Gaga as the pro-
tégée surpassing the musician
(Bradley Scott) who finds and men-
tors her. It is a remake but a worthy

one with a touching chemistry be-
tween the two leading actors. Racial
divisions are a feature both of the
content of films (The Green Book,
Black Panther, Blackklansman) and
of the Oscars themselves. The depic-
tion of ethnic minorities and the lack
of black artistic input into films have
become a cause for soul searching
among the Hollywood grandees.
Similarly, the lack of films made by
female directors is another cause for
concern among the glitterati. Noth-
ing in this year’s Oscar awards will
begin to address these issues, but we
can take some comfort from the fact
that the issues are being openly
raised.
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A film which is not nominated, but
deserves to be, is the delightful and
poignant, Stan and Ollie. This depic-
tion of the latter years of Laurel and
Hardy’s career as comedians is set in
their 1953 tour of Britain. Their repu-
tation is at a low point when they
begin but, six months later, they are
able to fill a West End theatre night
after night with their particular
brand of slapstick humour. At first,
they seem like a throwback to anoth-
er age, but their winning, gentle
clowning shows the enduring power
of the ‘straight man - fall guy’ comic
combination (Morecambe and Wise,
The Two Ronnies, Steptoe and Son,
Cannon and Ball etc.) where the vis-

ual humour is as crucial as the script
and characterisation.  I hope, in this
CGI, blockbuster, all-action world of
megabucks movies, franchises, mer-
chandising and spin-offs, that there
will always be a place for the gentler,
human stories of life, love, fame and
individual talent to remind us of our
own little tragedies and triumphs of
life; our feelings and our stories writ
large for us on the silver screen; and
that, by seeing them there, we grasp
that we are not alone in our laughter
and our tears.

M.G.M.
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Most of us have passed by the Chas Mann motorcycle dealership on The Green
and wondered what goes on in there. It's been part of the scene for as long as
most of us can remember, from the time Chas Mann opened his bicycle shop on
the other side of The Green in 1949.

It’s a lovely story of local
entrepreneurial initiative in the
post-war years. Chas was born in
1910 in Icknield Street, Hockley
where he lived with his parents,
brother and sister until he met and
married Nell.  Chas worked for a
cycle shop called Leans in Paradise
Street for 24 years. During that
time, in 1948 he and Nell bought
their first house in Lanchester
Road, Kings Norton.

It wasn't long after moving in that
Nell saw a small vacant shop on
The Green and that was the birth
of the Chas Mann cycle business.
The first trading day was 26th July
1949. From that day Chas and Nell

Chas Mann is probably the longest-established retail business on The
Green, now celebrating a remarkable 70 years of successful trading. For
most of us it’s still a bit of a mystery, but actually it’s a nationally
successful business, spreading the name of Kings Norton well beyond
the Midlands. Indeed, it’s much more than it seems as you stroll by and
it’s continually adding surprising new dimensions to help widen its
spectrum of customers. Michael Kennedy tells the story.

Chas Mann
Riding into a new era
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never looked back: they were
becoming busier all the time,
sometimes working 24 hours round
the clock. The shop soon became a
focal point for local cycle enthusiasts.
Cycling groups, including the Saracen
and Beacon clubs, organised rallies
and races and Chas spent many
Sundays time-keeping for them, if he
wasn't taking part.

Because of the success of the
business, the couple soon realised that
they needed larger premises and
bought at auction a parcel of land next
to the Bulls Head. There they built an
imposing three storey building (now
bearing a plaque). The upper floors
became the new family home, and
their new, much larger shop opened in

December 1956. Their son Mike joined
the business and thought that mopeds
would sell well alongside the cycles. As
a result, in 1957 mopeds were added
to the range and motorcycles
followed soon after. Chas died in 1992
aged 82 and Nell in 2005 aged 90.They
are both in St Nicolas’ churchyard,
along with their other son Neville.

The business continued to thrive, and
is now poised to break new ground. A
few weeks ago, I noticed some chairs
and tables set outside the shop on
Farmers' Market Day, and even more
recently a banner in the window
promoting a range of clothes. This
seemed to indicate a change of
direction, so I went in to find out and
came out amazed by the story of Chas



44

Mann as it is now.

When you go inside for the first time,
it's literally astonishing.  It stretches
back for what seems like miles, far
deeper than any other premises on
The Green. It’s a true Aladdin’s cave, a
vast cornucopia of vehicles, clothing,
helmets, accessories, spare parts and
other paraphernalia, and there’s a
very professional looking workshop
for servicing and repairs. The sheer
size and variety takes your breath
away.

It’s much more than a place to buy a
motorcycle. It offers a concept which
I’d never encountered before; as its
website says, it’s 'An independent
retro classic motorcycle and scooter
boutique stocking classic and vintage
clothing and helmets.’

In fact, you can’t actually buy a
modern motorbike there. But what
you can buy is one of the country’s
leading ranges of retro motorbikes,
called Mash. These are modern in all
mechanical respects but styled to
reflect the nostalgic days of

motorbiking. You can also buy
scooters, not modern retro versions
but genuine vintage models, those
once ubiquitous Lambrettas and
Vespas. There’s also another option
for those who don’t want petrol
powered rides, and are more
interested in cycling.  It’s called the
Italjet ebike, a classic looking bicycle
which can provide a touch of electric
power to help keep the pedals
moving.

Chas Mann clientele are fully into the
retro/vintage scene. “Our customers
want to buy into the whole lifestyle
that they had thirty, forty or fifty
years ago,” says owner Ian
Thompson, who leased the premises
from the now retired Mike Mann four
years ago: “It’s not just the
machinery, but all the clothes and
other accessories that used to go with
them.”

I didn’t realise it, but scooters are very
much a part of that scene. Believe it or
not, there are at least ten scooter
clubs in South Birmingham some with
nearly 100 members.  They might be
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parents or even grandparents now,
but they hanker after those days
when they used to be part of the Mod
revolution. But it’s a scene that isn’t
just for the middle-aged and the
oldies. It’s increasingly popular with
young people, many of whom love the
images of those times.

There are even more dimensions to
the Chas Mann offering. They have
now expanded up onto the first floor.
Until a year ago, that area was
occupied by a local solicitor, but when
they left, Ian struck quickly. Now the
area, which again is far bigger than
you’d ever imagine from the outside,
is home to a facility that is proving to
be a magnet for retro scooterists and
motorcyclists.

Look up at the window and you’ll see
the name ‘Zeta’. Zeta is the clothing

boutique element of the Mann
business, a remarkable and dazzling
collection of ‘gear’ from the 60s, 70s
and 80s; not modern reproductions
but actual, original items such as
dresses, skirts, jackets, t-shirts,
trousers and accessories, providing a
complete wardrobe of options.

Zeta is local girl Zeta Wilkie (pictured
above) who, when she’s not running
the shop, spends all her time sourcing
these clothes from specialist markets,
sales, and personal contacts all over
the country. “People don't want
copies of the old clothing, they want
the originals,” she says: “We also have
to take account of the fact that most
of the stick-thin Mods of that period
are now a little fuller in the figure!”
There’s a massive amount of gear
crammed into her boutique, which
has separate areas for men and

Photo: Zeta pictured in her boutique in June 2018 with the Revd Larry Wright, the Bishop of
Birmingham the Right Revd David Urquhart (a keen motorcyclist), and the Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu.
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women, and is decorated in evocative
retro style.

It’s not just a question of selling the
items she has on show. “Quite often a
customer will come in and specify
precisely the sort of clothing they
want, and I’ll commit to finding it for
them,” she explains.

As Zeta focuses on making an
increasingly successful job of that part
of the retro image, a few weeks ago
Ian added another surprising
dimension. It’s hard to believe when
you look from outside the building,
but also on the first floor there’s a
brand new retro coffee lounge called
‘Upstairs at ...’. It’s fully equipped with
kitchens and serving area, with a
remarkable amount of room for
customers to sip their lattes and
cappuccinos. It's hard to image that a

year ago the area was a solicitor’s
office:  now it’s transformed into a
stylish, vintage themed area for
browsing and relaxing. It’s accessible
both from the shop and up a staircase
direct from the street outside.

Ian is keen that local people, even if
they're not scooterists or retro
motorcyclists, should come and try
out the coffee lounge. “It’s a quite
different experience from anything
else on The Green,” he explains. If you
do drop in, don’t forget to take a good
look at everything else!

Michael Kennedy

My thanks go to Mike and Jean Mann
for providing information about Chas,
Nell and the evolution of the business.

Join us at Hawkesley Church for our annual

Quiz Night with Fish & Chip Supper
Saturday 6th April, 7.00 p.m. For a 7.30 p.m.start

Gather some friends and meet us at the Hawkesley Church Centre,
Shannon Road, Hawkesley.

To reserve your places contact David Smith Tel 07 484 642 473 or 0121
453 9931. Admission is £7 with supper or £4 for the quiz only.  We look

forward to seeing you. Please bring your own drinks.
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No More Missed Editions!

Become a Subscriber To The Kings Norton Parish Magazine!

Take out your first subscription to The Magazine and we will either deliver to your door once
a month free of charge if you live within the parish of Kings Norton or post your magazine to
you if you live elsewhere. Alternatively, you can choose to collect from one of our three
churches, St Nicolas’, Immanuel or Hawkesley.

A year’s subscription comes to just £12 unless we send your magazine to you by post, in which
case the annual cost is £20. To renew an existing subscription, please do not use this form but
contact Alison Blumer either via the Parish Office or at subs@kingsnorton.org.uk.

THE PARISH MAGAZINE : NEW SUBSCRIBER
Cut out or copy and send to: Alison Blumer, Subscriptions Manager, The Parish
Office, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU enclosing cash or a
cheque, payable to KNPCC, for £12 / £20 (delete whichever does not apply).

I wish to take out my first subscription to the Parish Magazine for 12 months
starting from:

Month: ______________________                 Year: _______

My name:

My postal address (including post code):

My phone number: My email:
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Foodbank News
Our articles in recent months have
carried details of ever-growing demand
and, so far, of matched increases in
donations, both food and finance.
These figures have not gone away and,
if anything, are spiralling ever upwards.
But this month, it’s time to explore
another aspect of the Foodbank., the
mystery of the Christmas puddings!

The Foodbank team are hugely grateful
to all those in Kings Norton Team Parish
who have participated in the great
‘Christmas pudding swap’, which has
stretched from Remembrance Sunday
until the February Farmers’ Market
weekend. Swapping a Christmas
pudding for a more essential food item
has helped us to move at least 100
unwanted puddings.

But why were they unwanted, when
they were in-date, kindly donated and
of good quality? The answer lies in the
ingredients.

We do not ask our clients about
addiction issues. We simply ask about
food preferences and any allergies or
intolerances. We leave the deeper
questions to professionals, who may be
the agency which issues the voucher.
Some of our voucher holders work
specifically with those coping with
addition issues, and they made it clear
that that they did not want us to issue

any food or drink containing alcohol,
however small the percentage. This has
led to some lively debate about alcohol
in food and how potent it might be.
Here are some of the statements sent
to us by Aquarius and some of the other
agencies with whom we work. Some are
pieces of ‘science’; most are anecdotal,
but based on years of supporting those
in recovery.

‘A slight reminder of your addiction can
trigger a relapse during recovery. Some
reformed alcoholics could think that
because the alcohol was in food, it
doesn't really count as having alcohol.
Then they’ll turn their thinking round,
and it’ll somehow give them an excuse.
Well, I’ve had alcohol now so I’ve
relapsed, therefore I might as well go
and have a proper drink.’

‘An addict can see inadvertently or
deliberately eating food containing
alcohol as a relapse. This can be enough
for them to leave a rehabilitation
programme. They may fail, or think
they’ll fail their blood test, and will not
turn up again.’

‘The science is unmistakable: alcohol is
still present in food after preparation
and cooking. Even after lengthy periods
of heating, trace amounts of alcohol
remain, which could adversely affect a
recovering alcoholic.’
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So, from this year onwards, our will be
for food which is in-date and non-
perishable, containing no alcohol. That
does write off about 90% of bought
Christmas puddings, but there are
alcohol-free puddings, cakes and mince
pies around and other puddings and
cakes make nice treats instead too.
There are also ten months to do the

planning this time, rather than about
one.

We still have quite a few longer-dated
ones in our storeroom, so watch out for
a somewhat eccentric activity later in
the year: Christmas celebrations may
occur well before December!

Sylvia Fox

A Trip Down Memory Lane
A Trip Down Memory Lane is a new group for older people

that meets every Friday morning from 10.30 a.m. to 12 noon at
St Nicolas' Place.

It’s an opportunity to meet new friends, to try out new
activities such as arts and crafts and to share your stories and
reminiscences, together with any photos you may have that

bring back happy memories.

So, if you're feeling a little lonely or just want a new interest,
please come and join us. You can find out more from Marlene

on 07 527 587 141 or Gloria on 07 722 513 418.
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A Small Drama

This month we're going back to the
SS Canberra in the early 1970s. I was
just concluding my morning's work
to service the cabins that were in
my section of the ship, which was on
route to Australia, having docked in
Cape Town.

Suddenly, there was some
screaming and sounds of confusion.
They were quite loud. I peered
down the stairwell and saw the
ship's doctor and a first aid party

together with senior officers,
including the Staff Captain, milling
around.

Earlier that morning, a bedroom
steward had informed his head of
department that a passenger,
recently embarked, had a rifle in
his cabin. The passenger was
admonished and was told that the
weapon would be locked away in
the baggage room immediately.

A bellboy was ordered to collect
the gun and to take it below to
hand it to the waiting Baggage
Master. The lad collected the gun
and entered the passenger lift. A
woman passenger boarded at the
next deck down.

'Is that a gun?' she enquired. 'Yes,
madam,' replied the bellboy. 'Stick
'em up!' says he, rather playfully.
But alas, the gun went off! The
recoil knocked him over. Luckily,
the bullet missed hitting anybody
and slammed into the side of the
lift. Immediate hysterics ensued.

Why would anyone entrust a loaded gun to a bellboy
on a passenger liner? Read on to find out.
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The lady fainted away and the lad
fell to the floor, screaming his head
off. Eventually, things calmed down
and order returned.

For the next few days, the bellboy
was to be seen in the crew quarters
with a bucket and mop cleaning the
stairs and decks. Of course, he was

subject to much mickey-taking and
was called names such as Dead Eye
Dick and Davy Crockett. Poor lad!
But he did not seem to mind too
much.

Eddie Matthews

Baptisms
December 2018 - January 2019

9th Dec Joseph Douglas Kennedy
23rd Dec Francis James Hooper
6th Jan Olivia Rose Velnoweth Land
13th Jan Phoebe Lily Thompson

“BAPTISM marks the beginning of a
journey with God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the first step in
response to God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common Worship



52

CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

www.facebook.com/KingsNortonTeam

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Assistant Rector The Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Curate (Pioneer) The Revd Catherine Matlock
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Methodist Minister The Revd Caz Hague
Readers David Ash, Fay  Fearon,
 Ruth Howman, Parisa Pordelkhaki
Lay Preacher Steve Wright
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Peter Hay & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers are particularly encouraged. If you are interested in
finding out what bell ringing is all about, please contact us in advance so that we can

arrange your welcome.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ 198thscouts@gmail.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
 Scouts (10½-14): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Mr Derek Higgins
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2019 and may not be
reproduced in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions
and comments expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of
the Kings Norton Parish Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Ministry Team or its staff.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details
of the provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be
produced in full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted
for publication contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the
copyright holder to reprint it must be supplied.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

11th January Doreen Florence Treanor  SN.Bu.KN
23rd January Ann Elizabeth Priest  SN.Bu.KN
24th January John Pierre Herman Joubert  CN.Bu.CY
29th January Finley Adrian Williams (baby)  SN.Bu.CY

Funerals
January 2019

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, CY : Churchyard,

KN : Kings Norton, LH : Lodge Hill, RD : Redditch

A New Electoral Roll
Every six years, a completely new electoral roll must be prepared in each parish. This
is a more extensive exercise than the annual revision of the existing roll. In February
2019, new forms will be made available. Everyone who attends one of our churches
and who wishes to be eligible to vote at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (see
below) must fill out a form even if their name has appeared on previous electoral rolls.
There will be a box in Saint Nicolas’ Churcch for completed forms or they can be
returned directly to the Parish Office. Hawkesley and Immanuel Churches will also be
distributing forms to their congregations.

This year’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place on 14th April 2019.
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The Kings Norton Parish Magazine is edited in Serif PagePlus X9 and printed by
Positive Group (Midlands) Ltd, 26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Tel: 0121 459 3454    www.positive-print.co.uk   Email: sales@positive-print.co.uk


