Thought for the Day

For Advent this year | have been dipping into the Archbishop of York’s advent
book “Listening to the Music of the Soul” by Bishop Guli Francis-Dehgani. Guli
is of Iranian descent whose family had to flee to England in 1980 to escape
persecution. In our passage this morning we see Jesus’s family had to flee
persecution too. Guli points out that “two millennia later, during the most
recent conflict between Israel and Palestine, many Gazans found themselves
doing exactly the same. With so many countries refusing to open their doors,
those who were able sought, by any means they could, to find shelter and
safety across the border in Egypt.

The fact is that anxious and despairing people far from home have always
existed. We see them today in the guise of Ukrainians, Afghans, Syrians,
Iranians, Iraqis, Sudanese, Eritreans, Palestinians .... Reliant on the capacity of
strangers for kindness, such souls may nonetheless bring untold gifts to their
host communities.”

“The migrant and the refugee are people like you and me, and very little
separates ‘us’ from ‘them’: only a handful of circumstances, an accident of
birth or a twist of fate in the arena of geo-politics.”

In what ways can we welcome the Stranger? Cate Bennett.

Please Remember in your prayers:

Mason Green, Paul Cowley, Siobhan and Darlene, June McCoy, Pauline Wells,
Joyce Hancock, Maureen Black, Steven Fearon, Greta Lacey, Gabriella Young,
Matthew Coulter, Margaret Roper, Eddie Matthews, Mary Barnes, Kate
Charalambous, Donald Bullas, Fiona Fendick, Kath Baylis, David Hanson, Lyn
Taylor, Angela Brady, Don and Family, Lorraine Langdon and Darcey.

Those Who have died and those who grieve for them: Leigh Matthews. &

Notices

Message from Revd Jayne:

Thank you for all your prayers and well wishes. | am making a very good
recovery and apart from fatigue, am pretty much back to full physical
abilities. | hope to be worshipping with you all in the New Year. My
prayers to all for a peace-filled Christmas.

Tiny Tots — There will be no Tiny Tots on 1.1.26. We will reopen on
8.1.26.

Parish Office Closure- Please note that the parish office will be closed
from 24 December to 4" January inclusive. It will reopen on 5" January.

January Fundraiser — We invite you to bring any unwanted or broken
gold or silver items which can be exchanged via bank transfer for money
at the bullion store in the jewellery quarter. We will store donated items
safely and off-site during January and take it all in one session.

B30 and South Birmingham Foodbank -Thank you for your ongoing
support: our most urgent needs are tinned fish (tuna, mackerel, sardines,
salmon), tinned meat and meat products, gender neutral shower gel and
rice (500g).
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THIS WEEK
SUNDAY 28™ 9.00 Matins (Sylvia Fox)
DECEMBER 10.30 Morning Praise (Pauline Weaver)
6.00 Holy Communion (Rev Jayne Crooks)

MONDAY 29™ 10.00 -12.00pm Churchyard Team
DECEMBER
TUESDAY 30™ 6.00 -8.00pm Junior Choir (Please speak to Sylvia if
DECEMBER interested)
WEDNESDAY 315" | 10.00am-12.00pm Open Church
DECEMBER
THURSDAY

ST
L L 10.00-12.00pm Churchyard Team
FRIDAY 2P 7.15-8.30pm Adult Choir Practice (please speak to
JANUARY Sylvia if interested)
SATURDAY 10.00 am — 12.00 pm Open Church
3R0 JANUARY
SUNDAY 4™ 9.00am BCP Holy Communion (Rev Jenny Tomlinson)
JANUARY 10.30 am Holy Communion (Rev Jenny Tomlinson)

6.00 pm Taize (Sylvia Fox)

TODAY

Jeremiah 31:15-17 p.745

Acts 7: 51-end p.122

Matthew 2: 13-end p.2
NEXT WEEK

Isaiah 60:1-6 p.700
Matthew 2:1-12 p.2

Collect for the Week

God in Trinity,

eternal unity of perfect love:
gather the nations to be one family,
and draw us into your holy life
through the birth of Emmanuel,
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

DATES FOR THE DIARY:

Saturday 10" January 10.00 — 6.00 pm Stargazers “Musical in a Day”.
Please come and join in the singing. Performance at 4.30 at Hawkesley

Church, B38 9TR

QR To Donate! Alternatively, donate at the back of church or using our

donation boxes!

Contact Details

Parish Office, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU

Tel: 0121 458 3289 Email: parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk

Website: www.kingsnorton.org.uk

Office Hours: Mon —Thurs 10 -2 pm Closed on Fridays
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