
 

  
                

    
       

     
   

            
           

     
   

 

       

           
            

       
         

         
        

      

    
         

     
       

   

    
    

     
 

The Parish of Kings



U'lTTle

Hair & Eeauty/ ’ ;■;. : *.: •' v .Z?' .f.c i*

fcr

Children & Adults
* Child & Adult hair * Customer car parking
* First cut certificate * Free refreshments
* Carnes console
* Soft play area
* Kids cutting chairs
* Pamper parties
* Ear piercing
* Special needs welcome

* Hi-lites Low-lites
* Dry & wet cuts
* Nail technician
* French Manicures
* Parent & child offers

Tel: 0121 458 2555 email: hair@littlesnippers.net

15 Vardon Way 
Kings Norton

B38 8YCwww.LittleSnippers.net

   
  

       

   
      
       
         
       
       
       
       
          

  
          

          
 

           
       

          
       

         
     

       
          

        
 

    
    

    

      
    

         
       

     

  
 



 
    

 
      

 
     

 

       
       

          
     

 

        
      
    

        
         

         
        

      

        
        
       

        
        
       

       
       

         
      

        
     

     

  
   
    
         

    
   
   
    

    
 

  
  

  

  

  
  

 
 

Kings Norton 
Parish Magazine

A Church of England Team Parish 
incorporating the churches of 

Druids Heath - Hawkesley - Immanuel 
The Parish Church of St. Nicolas

This issue includes...

From the Rector Page 4
Christian Aid 2007 Page 7
David Richards RIP Page 7
A Fun Day for Everyone Page 8
A Letter From A Friend Page 11
How can I remember what 
and who to pray for? Page 13
General Synod meets a 
York University Page 13
Taste of Indonesia Page 14
Morning Churchyard Volunteers Page 16
King's Norton History Society Page 16
Very Special DAY for MENA Page 17
Local Library at Festival Day Page 17
Welcome Revd Rebecca Page 19
Laugh with the Lord Page 19
Baptisms/Weddings/Funerals Page 22
Church Services Page 23
Farewell to Roger Wooldridge Page 25
Retirement Page 25
New Hawkesley School Head Page 25
1st July 2007 NO SMOKING 
So how does this affect churches? Page 27 
Book Review Revd David Gould Page 28
A.N. Orak Web Guide Page 29
The Journey from We to Me Page 31
Project for the Renewal o 
Druids Heath (PRODH) Page 31
Children's Pages Page 32
Book Review Alan Haynes Page 35
Greeting from Immanuel Page 37
Women's Evening Fellowship Page 37
Parish Mag Page 38
Kings Norton Festival Back Page

Who’s Who? - On Centre Pages

CONTACT US AT:-

Kings Norton Parish Office 
St Nicolas Hall

30 Westhill Road, Kings Norton 
Birmingham, B38 8TN

tel:-0121 458 3289 
fax:-0121 486 3954

e-mail:-
editor@kingsnorton.org.uk 

parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk 
website:- www.kingsnorton.org.uk

Editorial Team
• Revd. David Gould - Chair
• Mr. Chris Holmes - Editor
• Mrs. Alison Blumer - Treasurer
• Revd. Jayne Crooks - Advertising
• Alan Haynes
• Miss Karen Urwin
• Mr. Graham Boulton
• Mrs. Gill Gould
• Mr Jim Clarke
• Mrs Joan Urwin
• Rachel Bannister

e-mail: editor@kingsnorton.org.uk

If you have cause for concern regarding any of 
the material published in this or any edition of the 

Kings Norton Parish Magazine contact 
Revd David Gould at:- 459 5144 

or by e-mail:- david.gould@kingsnorton.org.uk 
or via Parish Office

Items for inclusion in the August 2007 Issue 
to be submitted by:-

Monday 16th July

The views, opinions and comments expressed in these 
pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of 
the Kings Norton Parish Magazine, the Kings Norton 
Parish Team, or it’s Staff. Material must contain the 
Name and Contact Details of the ‘sender’. Wherever 
possible material submitted for inclusion will be 
produced in full, but the Editorial Team reserve the 
right to edit such items, whilst retaining the correct 
context. We entrust the 'submitter' to ensure that, 
where necessary, copyright permission has been 
received to use the material.
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From The Rector
We ask so often, “Who is in? 
Who is out? How do we know?”

I heard a story the other day about an 
Australian sheep farmer visiting 
Wales. He was fascinated by the dry 
stone walls and by the care and skill 
put into making and repairing them. 
“But why do you bother?” he asked. 
“All that happens is that the sheep 
gather at the wall, trample the ground 
and turn it into a bog when it’s wet - 
and bare hard earth when it’s not.” 
His puzzled hosts asked, “If you don’t 
have walls, how do you keep your 
sheep in?” “We don’t,” he replied. 
“We just dig a borehole, up comes the 
water and they keep on coming.”

Steve Chalke, a lively Baptist minister, 
told the story at a church mission 
conference - in Wales, no less. His 
point was simple. Churches keep 
worrying about walls, fences, 
differences, boundaries - between each 
other and between those who do not 
look for God in church life and those 
who do. We ask so often, “Who is in? 
Who is out? How do we know?” And 
so much of that worrying is a complete 
and often hurtful waste of time.

Jesus kept talking of God’s living 
water, of himself and his people being 
a spring of life to refresh and renew 
and to quench the thirst of spirit and 
heart. If we’re worried about the 
future of ourselves and the church, we 
need to listen to the story. “Just dig a 
borehole, up comes the water and they 
keep on coming.”

How might the church be that spring 
and be less anxious about walls?

“Open the doors and people will come 
in,” says Maggie Durran, a writer on 
church development who visited us in 
January. And it is true. On 
Wednesday and Saturday mornings 
and on Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings, St Nicolas is open - and 
people come in, as they do when we 
open at other times. Hawkesley and 
Immanuel have discovered the same. 
This too is at the heart of the 
Restoration Project - and our new 
work on Druids Heath.

When we asked Graeme Dobson, the 
new Head of Hawkesley School, how 
he saw the role of the school and the 
church in their community, he said, 
“To be together a safe haven and a 
beacon of light for everyone.”

As long as we trust more in God’s 
promises of peace and welcome than 
in any walls we put up, we will be that 
haven and light - and so open new 
springs of God’s living water - 
sometimes a bit muddy, sometimes 
rushing in torrents, sometimes slow 
and steady, but always drawing in 
more as we drink.

Canon Rob Morris
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^^Restorsrtion

Tours of
St. Nicolas Church

and
Updates on Restoration

of
Old Grammar School

and
Saracens Head 

Every Wednesday 
and Saturday

at
10 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

Starting in St. Nicolas Church
Organised by

The Friends of Historic Kings Norton

FESTIVAL FUN ON 
THE GREEN

SEE PAGE 8 & 
BACK PAGE

COVER PHOTO
With the KINGS NORTON FESTIVAL in mind, 
this months cover photo shows images from last 
years Festival Day activities.

This years event takes 
place Saturday 14h 
July between 10am & 
2 p.m. in St Nicolas 
church grounds and 
inside the building.

It really does 
promise to 
be a fun day for 
Everyone

Photos Chris Holmes

Christine Bowen 
Parish Administrator

THANK YOU 
PARISH OFFICE
Many people help 
produce this magazine 
but the editor would like 
to acknowledge and 
thank Christine Bowen 
and Parish Office staff 
for their ‘extra’ efforts 
and support producing 
this July issue.

THE MOST COMPACT SOLUTION 
TO A VERY COMMON PROBLEM 
OF GETTING UP INTO THE LOFT

TELESCOPIC
LOFT

LADDERS
• New Design,

High Quality

• Easy to Operate

• Lightweight, 
Durable Aluminium

• 90mm Wide 
Safe Treads

LOCAL CARPENTER
Call for a No Obligation Quote 
MARTYN - 07930 403 861
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BOURNE JAFFA & CO.
“SOLICITORS”

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL PROBLEMS

★ FAMILY MATTERS, INCLUDING DIVORCE AND 
CHILDREN’S APPLICATIONS

★ CONVEYANCING AND PROPERTY MATTERS

★ WILLS AND PROBATE

★ DEBTS AND GENERAL LITIGATION

★ OATHS ADMINISTERED

THE GREEN - KINGS NORTON - BIRMINGHAM
0121-451 1661

MONUMENTAL MASONS
Quality Manufacturing Since 1898 
To Deliver Your Requirements

Kings Norton Churchyard’s Nearest Manufacturing Mason

Unique Materials - Individual Designs - Extensive Displays 
Additional Inscriptions & Renovations 

“See Our Craftsmen At Work”

0121 444 1840
“The Sculptor”

Visit Our Showroom & Workshop At:
Cemetery Works, Woodthorpe Road, Brandwood End, Kings Heath,

Birmingham B14 6EH
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Christian Aid Week 2007 
House to House Collection 
Interim Total
King’s Norton Team Parish is pleased to announce that £4220 
has been raised, so far, from the house to house and church 
collections during Christian Aid Week, with an additional £490 
estimated as the Gift Aid tax relief.

We are very grateful to our envelope deliverers, collectors, treasurer, and everyone who 
gave their time and money so generously. The collection, by our Team Parish, has raised 
more money for Christian Aid this year than ever before so thank you all. A final total will 
be announced next month when a few more donations have been counted.

Any money raised through our other Christian Aid fund raising activity called 'Pledge It' is in 
addition to the above figures and will be advised separately.

Christian Aid works with around 600 partner organisations in more than 50 countries, 
helping some of the world’s poorest communities grow their way out of poverty. Your gift 
will make a huge difference to their lives.

If you would like to find out more about the work of Christian Aid please visit 
www.christianaid.org.uk or write to Christian Aid, Freepost, London SE1 7YY

Claire Greenhill

David Richards RIP
It is with sadness that we inform readers 
of the passing of David Richards.

A very popular parishioner, David was 
always supportive of church activities and 
parish events. He and his late wife, 
Marion, were Marriage Clerks at St 
Nicolas Church for many years.

David was 90 years old and died at Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham on 28th 
May 2007.
He will be sadly missed.

R.I.P.

Enjoy Learning 
To Drive With

DAVID SMITH

Qualified Professional Instructor 

Pass Plus & Motorway Tuition 

The Latest Ford Fiesta 

Very Competitive Prices 

South B/ham & Surrounding Areas

357a Lickey Road 
Rednal, 
Birmingham,
B45 8UR.

0121 453 9931
mob: 07932 311142
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NORTON FESTIVAL
A fun day for Everyone 

Saturday 14h July - 10 till 2 p.m. 
Head and St Nicolas Churchyard

Despite less space than usual, as we are 
unable to use the Old Grammar School, 
Saracen's Head and hard standing in front of 
the building, the Festival will be bigger and 
more varied than ever before. At the time of 
going to press we have 35 stalls in the church 
grounds and 15 inside the building.

The Restoration Volunteers will be selling 
programmes and raffle tickets and manning a 
merchandise stall, and offering opportunities to 
sponsor a beam in either building or a decade 
of history from 1492 to the present day. 
Calendars with photos of the restoration 
archaeological discoveries will be on sale, along 
with Christmas cards!

Box Delivery Scheme, Hand Painted Canal 
Ware, Flowers in “Solid Water," Face Painting, 
Community Crafts, Painted Stones, Pots and 
Canvasses, Herbs and Herbal Supplements, 
several varied Jewellery Stalls, Mixed Crafts, 
Toiletries, Painted Children’s Clocks, Names 
etc., More Cocoa Drinks, Chocolate and 
Novelties, Beadwork, Wood Turning, Fun in the 
Stocks, Fair Trade, Cakes, Videos and Books, 
Designer Cards, Wooden Toys, Stained Glass, 
Enamelled Jewellery, Paintings and Knitwear 
and Caltours Coaches.

There will be a marquee for refreshments which 
will be provided by Classic Catering. Burgers, 
Donuts and Ices will also be available.

Local community groups will be well 
represented. The Community Police, Fire 
Service, The Fields Millennium Green, Rotary 
Club, St. Nicolas Scouts, 83rd Birmingham 
Brownies, Friends of Kings Norton Nature 
Reserve, Local Library, Kings Norton History 
Society, Immanuel Church, Friends of Historic 
Kings Norton, Kings Norton Photographic 
Society, Community Wardens and Bromford 
Junior Wardens will all be represented on the 
day in many various capacities.

Stalls will include the Penny Arcade, Art and 
Craft Making Materials, Plants, Crystals and 
Jewellery, Pukka People, an Organic Vegetable

Page 8

Entertainments include St. Nicolas Bell Ringers, 
Extend Fitness Group Display, Maypole 
Dancing with children from Kings Norton 
Primary School, the Mini Dynamics and 
Dynamics Dance Groups, Clog and Morris 
Dancers, Ingrid's Accordions, and Keyboard 
Player, Mary Roberts.

Make a note in your diary and come along and 
have a fun day out supporting your local 
Festival, organised by the Friends of Historic 
Kings Norton for the PCC in aid of the 
Restoration Project.

Barbara Hedgeland

       

  

       
    
      
   

      
    

 



  
 
             

            
             
            

                
                

              
                 
   

  

       
         

       
    

         

   

  

     
 

  

      
    

    

 
       

      
      

  
 

 

HARRIS OF STIRCHLEY LTD
Hastings House, Charlotte Road, Stirchley, Birmingham. B30 2BT

In our newly refurbished showroom you will find on display an exciting 
range of Kitchens and Bathrooms. We offer realistic prices and advice 

from our expert staff.

WE OFFER A PLANNING & ADVISORY SERVICE
A family business founded in the 1920’s, Harris of Stirchley are one of 
the few truly mixed builders merchants and would expect to be able to 
supply all that is necessary for building or improving your house, office 
or factory. Our comprehensive stock range is supplemented by a 
kitchen and bathroom showroom with computer planning service and 
displays of garden paving, walling and fencing products. Timber to 
paint... plumbing to bricks and cement.

Our experienced staff are able to help and advise, and will be pleased 
to obtain that special item of your choice.

APPROVED BATHROOM 
SPECIALIST

70 YEARS OF 
SUCCESSFUL 

TRADING BMF
MlMBER

Hastings House, Charlotte Road, Stirchley, Birmingham. B30 2BT 
Telephone: 0121 451 1664 Fax: 0121 433 3864

Registered in England No. 380819
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Aiming Higher
New Business of 

the Year Winner 2.006

WWW

e r

°rgani

organic 
vegetable boxes 

with covenient 
home delivery

Move to a healthier* fresher 
diet of seasonal vegetables 

delivered free to your doorstep.

Our award winning vegboxes 
start from only £7*50.

For more details visit

.rivernene.co.uk
or local rate call on

0845 078 6868
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A LETTER 
FROM A 

FRIEND
As you got up this morning, I watched you and 
hoped you would talk to me, even if it was just a 
few words, asking my opinion or thanking me 
for something good that happened in your life 
yesterday - but I noticed you were too 
busy trying to find the right outfit to put on and 
wear to school.

don't know if I like TV or not, just about anything 
goes there & you spend a lot of time each day 
in front of it, not thinking about anything just 
enjoying the show. I waited patiently again as 
you watched TV and ate your meal, but again 
you didn't talk to me. You did what you had to 
do.

I waited again. When you ran around the house 
getting ready, I knew there would be a few 
minutes for you to stop and say hello, but you 
were too busy. At one point you had to wait 
fifteen minutes with nothing to do except sit in a 
chair. Then I saw you spring to your feet. I 
thought you wanted to talk to me but you ran to 
the phone and called a friend to get the latest 
gossip. I watched as you went to school or 
work and I waited patiently all day long. With all 
your activities I guess you were too busy to say 
anything to me.

I noticed that before lunch you looked around, 
maybe you felt embarrassed to talk to me, that 
is why you didn't bow your head. You glanced 
three or four tables over and you noticed some 
of your friends talking to me briefly before they 
ate, but you didn't. That's okay. There is still 
more time left, and I have hope that you will talk 
to me even yet.

You went home and it seems as if you had lots 
of things to do. After a few of them were done 
you turned on the TV. (or the computer!!) I

At bedtime I guess you felt too tired. After you 
said goodnight to your family you plopped into 
bed and fell asleep in no time. That's okay, 
because you may not realize that I am always 
there for you. I've got patience more than you 
will ever know. I even want to teach you how to 
be patient with others as well.

Because I love you so much, a long time ago I 
left a wonderful place called Heaven and came 
to Earth. I gave it up so that I could be ridiculed 
and made fun of, and I even died so you 
wouldn't have to take my place. I love you so 
much that I wait everyday for a nod, prayer, 
thought or a thankful part of your heart. It is 
hard to have a one-sided conversation. Well 
you are getting up again, and once again I will 
wait with nothing but love for you, hoping that 
today you will give me some time. Have a nice 
day!

Your friend, Jesus

Adaptation CH
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When you need us, 
we’ll be there

Co-op
Funeral Services
1 290 Pershore Road

STIRCHLEY
0121 458 5151
828 Bristol Road

SELLY OAK
0121 472 2459

24 hour service Midlands
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How can I remember what 
and who to pray for?
there are so many things and people 
who need my prayer?

You need look no further than your own 
hand and your fingers and thumb

Thumb - the strongest digit on your hand.
Give thanks for all the strong things in your 
life, relationships, people and places that support ^ 
and sustain you.

Index Finger - the pointing finger on your hand. Pray for all 
those people and things in your life who guide and help you. 
Friends, teachers, medical staff, emergency services, shop staff, 
etc.

Middle Finger - this is the tallest finger on your hand. Pray for 
all the important people who have power in the world, like world 
leaders and their governments, members of parliament and local 
councillors, the Royal Family, financial leaders, leaders of 
international companies and agencies, etc

Ring Finger - this is the weakest finger on your hand. It 
cannot do much by itself. Remember the poor, the weak, 

the homeless, the hungry, the lonely, the sick and the 
,bereaved

Little Finger - This is the smallest finger on your 
hand, but is essential to proper hand function. 
Pray for yourself.

Sylvia Fox

FAVOURITE
ANSWER
MACHINE
MESSAGES
Hi. I am probably home. I'm 
just avoiding someone I 
don't like. Leave me a 
message, and if I don't call 
back, it's you.

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND

General 
Synod meets 
at York 
University 
Friday, July 5th to 
Tuesday, July 10th
Presidential Address 
by the Archbishop of 
York.

Major items of concern to the 
Church’s mission and ministry, 
the Church’s wider relations 
and the Church’s engagement 
with society will be discussed 
at the General Synod when it 
meets at York University from 
Friday, July 5, to Tuesday, July 
10. There is also an emphasis 
on the Church’s resources, 
including items on clergy 
pensions and on the Church 
Commissioners. There are 
several special addresses and 
presentations, including an 
address by Sir Albert Aynsley- 
Green, the Children’s 
Commissioner, and a 
Presidential Address by the 
Archbishop of York.

Further info can be found at 
the Church of England 

Website:-
http://www.cofe.anglican.org/

news/pr5770.htmi
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A Taste of Indonesia
“Proceeds this time will go to OMF - we sent the 
previous proceeds (£100) to Grace Guinness for 

her work in Afghanistan with CMS. ”
Life for so many people in Indonesia is life on the 
edge, and perhaps nowhere more so than Medan in 
northern Sumatera. I used to go backwards and 
forwards to the college in a Betchak - a cycle 
rickshaw. It was a terrifying journey - rather like 
riding in a baby buggy down the fast lane of the 
motorway! The dual carriageway was stretched to 6 
or 8 lanes as traffic competed with each other to be 
first in the inevitable queue ahead, huge lorries 
thundering towards us, powerful motorbikes swerving 
between them as my driver took his chance to cross 
all the traffic to the lane down to the house.

I found out the first year that he is a Christian, an 
elder of his mainly Nias Island congregation church. 
He was pleasant, polite, reliable, protective 
and picked up some English very quickly - far faster 
than I picked up any Indonesian! I was particularly 
glad to see his smile at the end of a long day, 
especially when we had one of the many daily 
ferocious tropical storms. When I returned the 
second year we found out that much of his route had 
now been taken over by the local minibus service 
and his trade had been halved. My contract with him 
meant that his children could continue at school and 
he was able to pay his rent for another year - a 
humbling thought.

Meanwhile, at the college, STT. Abdi Sabda (Servant 
of the Word) the new Principal is pursuing Christian 
contacts in North America for assistance to upgrade 
the campus and the library in particular. Gone were 
the wandering hens and chicks - bird flu is now rife in 
Jakarta - and the grounds are tended, flower beds of 
colourful tropical flowers and plants interspersing the 
palm trees. Now there are covered seated 
areas where students can meet up and even 
occasionally study! The biggest challenge has been 
the library. It was tiny, hot and generally ill-equipped. 
It has been extended, with large windows and a 
reading room - trouble is, they now need many 
more books! They are also trying to fund some 
scholarships for the most needy students. One of the 
senior lecturers has a great love and burden for blind

students. He wants to see better facilities and the 
employment of staff with impaired sight too, to show 
the love of God to all. One blind student got top 
marks in his viva voce exams.

I met some of my first year students on my return. 
They greeted me so warmly and with such affection - 
and with a rendition of 'Old McDonald has a Farm'! 
Of all the things I did with them this seems to have 
stuck in their minds the most! Well, it was great fun 
as the afternoon heat and humidity wore out us of all, 
the sun blazing down on the corrugated roofs, as we 
competed with the amplified call to prayer at the 
many local mosques and just before the next lot of 
storms and powerouts.

So many things to pray for - 'my' betchak man and 
his family, students as they prepare for their summer 
church placements, new students about to embark 
on the intensive English course and then 6 or 7 years 
of study - and the graduating students about to be 
ordained into Christian ministry.

I'll tell you some more soon. If you have any queries 
or enquiries about Serve Asia short and long term 
programmes go to www.omf.org.uk or speak to me.

Meanwhile, please support the BUY THE BOOK 
sale. We'll be part of the Kings Norton Green festival 
the morning of 14th July in the churchyard. Proceeds 
this time will go to OMF - we sent the previous 
proceeds (£100) to Grace Guinness for her work in 
Afghanistan with CMS.

Please join us on this day and support the work 
of two missions. Thanks!

(If you have any books or CD's/ DVD's or videos 
to donate please drop them off at the church 
office or call me DURING THE WEEK OF 9th on 
07836 650834)

Thank you! Thelma Mitchell
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"For QUALiTY RlEmORiALS AT HlODERATE PRiCES"

The ITiEmoRiAL
ComPAHY

• Colour Brochure add PrIce List

• ADDiTionAL inscRiPTions, REnovATions - inifriediate 

COmPETiTiVE QUOTATiOHS

• CREHiATion Tablets wiTH flower vases

• HorriE call's Rio fid ay to Suuday 
(EVF.niriGS inCLUDED) TO IhEET 
YOUR family COITiITi iTmEHTS - 
no ©BLiGATion to purchase

• rpEITlORiALS AVAILABLE iri 
GRAniTE. ITiARBLE, STOnF 
ADD SLATE TO ITiEET CHURCH 
REGULATiOHS

• Work also unDERTAKEn at 
Brahdwood Ehd, Wythall

ADD OTHER LOCAL CElTlETERi ES 
AHD CHURCHYARDS.

• EnTRAnCE TO OFFiCE AnD 
SHOWAREA AT SiDE OF
St. Elicolas Church, 
off The Greeii in 
Back Road (saitie pREmisEs 
as S. GASCoiGnE AnD Sons Ltd).

ConTACTABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK OH

0121-459 2355
- A IflErtlBER OF STAFF WiLL ALWAYS AHSWER

Postal Address 277-279 Pershore Road South. 
KinGS HoRTon, BiRminGHAm Bso sEX
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Thursday Morning 
Churchyard 
Volunteers
Due to various circumstances we are 
desperately short in numbers and almost 
at the point of closing down this group 

unless new volunteers come forward. The work is 
medium and occasionally heavy and comprises filling, 
levelling and seeding sunken graves, realigning 
displaced and unsafe masonry edging to graves, 
removal of brambles, trimming of trees and bushes, and 
collection of rubble etc from around the churchyard. We 
meet on Thursday mornings at 9.30am and finish about 
12noon.
Please contact the church office or Richard Harper 
(0121 458 1549).

Don’t bother going to the 
gym, come and have a 
workout in the 
churchyard - it’s free and 
so is the fresh air!

king's 

Norton 

i>tstorp 
J£>octetp

The Society is planning an 
exhibition about the Green 
in the 19th Century for the 
Kings Norton Festival on 
Saturday 14th July. If you 
have any anecdotes about 
the Green at that time, or 
relatives who lived on the 
Green, or old photos, or 
anything you think might be 
of interest please contact:

Wendy Pearson 
on

0121 472 7204.

NORTON
A Full Design and Home Improvement Service, 

Repairs, Painting and Decorating

83 AVERSLEY ROAD, KINGS NOR I ON B38 8PJ 
TEL: 0121-458 6498

*0 ptometrists-

Kings Norton Bournbrook Alvechurch
a The Green ] 533 Bristol Road e3 The Square

B38 BSD Beg GAD B4B 7LA
Dial 451 3485 Oiei 47H H70B Oiei 447 BGBe

Glaucoma and Diabetic Screening n Free glasses available for 
children under 16 and students under 19 wiiith NHS Voucher a 

Free SightTestfor over60’sn Refelction-free coating only £24.90

Designer

Frames

Starting

At

vdque

ivj
PLAYBOY*

UlYitAflCCUICXX

Page 16

   
      

        
        

     
       

       
         

 

    
   

  
   

   
   
   
   
   
 
   
    

   
    

    
      

       
        

      
        
      
       
      

       
       

       
        

        
        

    

  
         

       
        

       
      

       
       

       
      

       
      

        
        

      
       

        
         

       
         

        
    

 

     
   

       
    
      

     
      
     

     
    

      
    
       
    
     

     

 

 



     

  
  
  

 

   

    
      

        
        
   

 
   
  
  
 
  

          
    

       
    

    

 
 

Very Special 
DAY for MENA
Mena Day's 90th Birthday 
on 17th July.
Tuesday 17th July is a very special 
day for Mena Day for she will be 
celebrating her 90th birthday.

Mena was organiser of the popular 
Seniors Club for many, many years 
and is still an active and valued 

member. She is a regular at St Nicolas and is involved in many 
parish events and activities still.

Happy Birthday Mena.
We wish you a wonderful day.

Mena Day

LOCAL LIBRARY TO CELEBRATE 
LOCAL PEOPLE AT VILLAGE 
FESTIVAL

“Our displays are going to be about the people 
who used to live and work around The Green...”

King’s Norton Library and King's Norton 
History Society are looking forward to The 
Village Festival on Saturday 12th July. Due 
to the restoration of The Old Grammar 
School our popular stands will be inside St

Nicolas Church this year. Our displays are 
going to be about the people who used to 
live and work around The Green and how 
to find out more about both their and your 
own family history. If you have any old 
photographs or memories and would like to 
share them with us we would love to hear 
from you either on the day at one of our 
stands or any-time at the library.

We realise that old photographs are 
precious family records and will have a 
computer scanner available so that we can 
harmlessly copy them whilst you are with 
us. We look forward to seeing you!

Triona Sabell 
(Assistant Community Librarian) 

King's Norton Library

Page 17



horl@qu
• Letterheads

• Brochures

• Business Cards

• Leaflets

• Labels

• Flyers

• Envelopes

www.harlequinprint.co.uk
Email: sales@harlequinprint.co.uk

0121 459 3454
26 Castle Road, Kings Norton Business Park, 

Birmingham B30 3HZ.

Hats to Buy and Hire 
near Alcester 

Please call for an appointment

01789 489029
www.hatelegance.co.uk

JUST GOOD FOOD
FINE FOOD FOR SOCIAL EVENTS

Just Good Food has over 10 years experience 
In the catering industry, providing first class service 
toavariety of customers.

From old favourites to new and exciting recipes,
Louise and her team will create simple and thoughtful menus.
□ Finger Buffets rz3 □ Fork Buffets
□ Weddings □ Funerals
□ Private Dinner Parties / □ Marquee
□ Corporate Entertaining ^ □ Events

All our food is cooked and prepared fresh on the day by a chef that cares 

Call Just Good Food for an ‘event to remember’contact Louise

0121 772 2288 or 07971 254330
or email louise@justgoodfood.com
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“Laugh with the Lord”
The following are actual 
announcements taken 
from Church Bulletins

This afternoon there will be a 
meeting in the south and 
north ends of the church. 
Children will be baptized at 
both ends.

Tuesday evening there will be 
an ice cream social. All 

ladies giving milk, please come early.

Kings Norton 
Welcomes 
Revd Rebecca
"/ have a deep sense that it’s the place 
where God wants me to be and I am 
looking forward to meeting everyone 
and being part of such a vibrant and 
interesting community. ”

We welcome Rebecca Pullin to our parish 
in July. Rebecca will be made a deacon on 
July 1st. After that she will be the Revd 
Rebecca.

Originally from London, Rebecca grew up 
in Matlock in Derbyshire. She spent 
twenty years in Norfolk as a member of an 
Anglican Religious Community before 
moving to Birmingham in 1999.

Rebecca said, “I am very excited about 
coming to Kings Norton and can barely 
stop myself jumping up and down every 
time I think about it! I have a deep sense 
that it’s the place where God wants me to 
be and I am looking forward to meeting 
everyone and being part of such a vibrant 
and interesting community.”

Canon Rob Morris said, “Do pray for her at 
this turning point in her life - and pray also 
that we may be as supportive, welcoming 
and encouraging as we know how.”

He continued, “Tickets for the ordination 
service are limited - but we shall have two 
more occasions to welcome Rebecca and 
surround her with our love and prayers. At 
6pm on Sunday 1st July: Welcome Service 
- with we hope friends from St Barnabas 
Kingshurst, the parish where she now 
worships. Do come and join us.” “And at 
10.30am on Sunday the 8th July, Rebecca 
will share in leading worship here for the 
first time - and there will be a simple but 
tasty lunch after - details to follow. She 
will be at Hawkesley and Immanuel in the 
weeks to follow.”

WELCOME REVD REBECCA

Wednesday, the ladies liturgy society will 
meet. Mrs Johnson will sing: "Put Me in My 
Little Bed” accompanied by the pastor.

Thursday at 5.00pm there will be a meeting 
of the Little Mothers Club. All those wishing 
to become Little Mothers please meet the 
minister in his study.

This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs 
Johnson to come forward and lay an egg on 
the altar.

The services will close with "Little Drops of 
Water”. One of the ladies will start quietly 
and the rest of the congregation will join in.

On Sunday, a special collection will be taken 
to defray the expenses of the new carpet. All 
those wishing to do something on the carpet, 
come forward and get a piece of paper.

The ladies of the church have cast off 
clothing of every kind and they may be seen 
in the church basement on Friday afternoon

A bean supper will be held Saturday evening 
in the church basement. Music will follow

The rosebud on the altar this morning is to 
announce the birth of David Alan Belser, the 
sin of Reverend and Mrs Julius Belser.
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THE PARISH OF KINGS NORTON
The Parish of Kings Norton is a Team Parish comprising the parish church of 

St. Nicolas and three other District Churches.

WHO'S WHO AND ORGANISATIONS
Clergy:

Canon ROB MORRIS (Team Rector), The Rectory, Kings Norton B30 3EX 458 3289/459 0560
The Revd. HEATHER FLACK (Team Vicar), 195 Monyhull Hall Road B30 3QN 458 3483
The Revd. DAVID GOULD (Team Vicar), 53 Wychall Park Grove, B38 8AG 459 5144

Methodist Minister (Hawkesley):
The Revd. DONALD SAMPSON 476 7223

Hon. Assistant Curate:
The Revd. JAYNE CROOKS, 15 Chalgrove, Avenue, Kings Norton B38 8YP 459 3733

Lay Staff:
Mrs. FAY FEARON (Reader), do Parish Office or.....  451 1914
RUTH SNASHALL (Reader), do Parish Office

Church Wardens
St. Nicolas ...................................................... SIAN SMITH do Parish Office
............................................................................. Mr. STEPHEN PLANT
Hawkesley (Chief Stewards) Mr. JIM CLARKE

Mr. RAY DAVIS 
Mr. PETER SMITH

Immanuel (Warden) ALAN HAYNES
(Deputy Warden) DEBBIE MALONE
(Deputy Warden) GERRY MOORCROFT

458 3289 
458 3289

Mobile 07939 838086 or 550 3455
458 5774 
453 9931
459 4711

P.C.C. Secretary................................................Dr. CATHERINE BENNETT
P.C.C. Treasurer ...................................................Mrs. JAN ANSON, do Parish Office 458 3289

Parish Office: 30 Westhill Road, Kings Norton, B38 8TN 458 3289
(Office: 10.00 a.m. -1.00 p.m. Monday to Friday) Fax: 486 3954

Parish Administrator........................................... Mrs. CHRISTINE BOWEN 458 3289
Parish Administrator........................................... Ms. RACHEL BANNISTER 458 3289
Finance Administrator.........................................Mrs. CHRISTINE GADD 458 3289

Organist and Music Director............................Miss SYLVIA FOX, 9 Kingshill Drive, B38 8SA 07778 449170
Choir & Orchestra Practices ............................... Tuesday: Individual Tuition 7.00 - 8.30 p.m.

Friday: Juniors 6.45-7.45 p.m., Seniors + Adults 8.00-9.00 p.m. 
Sunday: Before Evensong 5.30-5.45 p.m.

Immanuel Music Group Leader ......................SUSAN HAYNES, 42 Marbury Close, B38 8YX 459 4711

Sunday School/Junior Church Superintendents:
Oasis (St. Nicolas) contact via Parish Office , 458 3289

Hawkesley ....................................................
The OASIS (Immanuel)...................................Miss NICKY CROOKS

IMPACT! (Youth Group)..................................... Every Sunday, 7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m., at St Nicolas Hall
......................................................................................Leader: GARETH JONES
Hawkesley Anglican 

Methodist Church
Primary School................................................ Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR
Headteacher ..................................................... Mr. ROGER WOOLDRIDGE 459 6467 Fax: 459 6468

Bell Ringers ...........................................................Practice Tuesdays at 7.15 to 9.15 p.m. in the Tower
Ringing Master .................................................... Mr G HARRISON, do Parish Office
Secretary................................................................. Mrs. CLAIRE CALVER 458 2342

Kings Norton Handbell Ringers.......................Practice Mondays at 7.30 p.m.
Secretary.................................................................. Mrs. JO NELSON Mobile 07970 852280 or 208 4013
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Bible Reading Fellowship
Secretary......................................... Mrs. J. CALEY, 25 Fairmead Rise, Kings Norton, B38 8BS 458 3328

Women’s Evening Fellowship 1st Thursday at 7.30 p.m. in St Nicolas Hall
Secretary: Mrs. VAL HAYNES 459 3121

Seniors Club (Over 65's) Every Wednesday afternoon in St Nicolas Hall
DEB BUCKLEY & SIAN SMITH 702 2063

PRODH KAREN URWIN (Project for the Renewal of Druids Heath) 430 6005

Scouts and Cubs At St Nicolas Hall:*
(198th Birmingham) Beavers (aged 6-8): Wednesdays 5.00-6.00 p.m.

Ahmeek: Mrs. PENNY HATTERSLEY 628 5694
Cubs (aged 8-10V4): Wednesdays 6.15 p.m.-7.45 p.m.

Leader: Mr. JOHN HATTERSLEY 628 5694
Scouts (aged 10J6-15V4): Wednesdays 8.00 p.m.-9.30 p.m.
Leader: Mr. ROB KEENAHAN 244 0789

Scouts and Cubs 
(129th Birmingham)

Guides and Brownies

Guides and Brownies

Kings Norton Society

At the Bells Farm Community Centre:- 
Cubs (aged 8-11): Thursdays-6:30 p.m.- 8.00 p.m.

Leader: Miss KAREN URWIN

At St Nicolas Hall:*
Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 p.m. -6.30 p.m.
Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 p.m. -8.00 p.m.
Guides (247th Birmingham): Mondays 7.15 p.m. -9.00 p.m. 
Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesday 6.00 p.m.-7.30 p.m.

At Hawkesley Church Centre:-
Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Monday 5.30 p.m.
Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesday 6.30 p.m. 
Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursday 7.00 p.m.

Fourth Friday at 8.00 p.m. mainly at St Nicolas Hall 
Contact: JOHN ALEXANDER

Kings Norton History Society Last Monday (or last but one if Bank Holiday) from September
to May (exc. December) in St Nicolas Church at 7.30 p.m. 
Secretary: Mrs CLAIRE SIMPSON

459 7086

445 1312

459 5750

St. Nicolas Pre-school Playgroup Monday to Friday 9.30-11.45 a.m. in St. Nicolas Hall

Parish Magazine Editor

Parish Magazine Treasurer 
Advertising Manager

Mr CHRIS HOLMES contact via Parish Office 628 5284
E-mail editor@kingsnorton.org.uk 

Mrs. ALISON BLUMER, 60 Masshouse Lane. B38 9AA 486 2837
Revd JAYNE CROOKS, contact via Parish Office 458 3289

Parish Website Mr GRAHAM BOULTON contact via website www.kingsnorton.org.uk
or e-mail webmaster@kingsnorton.org.uk

Telephone prefix in all cases 0121

Could all included in this section please inform 
Parish Office if and when contact details change

During the restoration construction period, from July 2006 to January 2008, venues 
and times may vary from time to time. The Parish Office has temporarily moved to 

30 Westhill Road, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8TN.
The telephone number remains the same.

CONTACT PARISH OFFICE 0121 458 3289 
If you or your group are still unsure where you will be able to carry on 

YOUR meetings and activities, please contact the Parish Office
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May 2007 Baptisms
“In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ”

6th May 2007 
6th May 2007 
20th May 2007 
20th May 2007 
20th May 2007 
27th May 2007

Joshua Edward Brookes 
Alexander John Staunton 
Lewis Mark Tonks 
Kian Joseph May 
Joshua David Hubbard 
Ruby Constance Betteridge

May 2007 Weddings
“Those whom God hath joined together, let no man put asunder. ”

6th May 2007 
12th May 2007 
18th May 2007 
19th May 2007 
26th May 2007 
26th May 2007

Joel Johnson and Abigail Clements 
Dean Taylor and Linda Nettle 
John Taylor and Clare Sutton 
Peter Lord and Samantha Ward 
Robert Casserley and Alison Baxter 
Richard Phillips and Jordanna Pike

1st May 2007 
2nd May 2007 
2nd May 2007

4th May 2007 
8th May 2007

8th May 2007 
9th May 2007 
9th May 2007 
10th May 2007 
10th May 2007 
10th May 2007 
17th May 2007

17th May 2007 
17th May 2007 
24th May 2007

May 2007 Funerals
“I am the Resurrection and the life, saith the Lord. ”

Rachel (ka Rae) Carroll, aged 75
David Ward, aged 46
Annie Elizabeth Hibbert, aged 95

Edith (k/a Edie) Lilian Clarke, aged 89 
Charles Edward Eaton, aged 82

Pearl Jelfs, aged 86 
Albert William Cox, aged 86 
Beryl Freda Craythome, aged 69 
Dilys Jean Simms, aged 81 
Betty Higgins, aged 75 
Ronald Richards,aged 81 
James Thomas Casey, aged 51

Kenneth Revill, aged 81 
Arthur Edward Perry, aged 83 
Gwyneth Elizabeth Hawkins, aged 69

Cremation at Redditch 
Cremation at Redditch 
Service in St Nicolas;
Burial at Kings Norton Cemetery 
Cremation at Lodge Hill 
Service in St Nicolas;
Burial at Brandwood End Cemetery 
Cremation at Lodge Hill 
Cremation at Robin Hood 
Cremation at Lodge Hill 
Cremation at Yardley 
Service St Nicolas; Burial in Churchyard 
Interment of Ashes in Churchyard 
Service in St Nicolas;
Burial at Kings Norton Cemetery 
Cremation at Robin Hood 
Interment of Ashes in Churchyard 
Cremation at Lodge Hill

jv
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SERVICES

St. Nicolas
EVERY SUNDAY

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
6.00 p.m. Evening Worship (various)

EVERY MON/ WED/THURSDAY
9.00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer

EVERY 1st, 3rd and 4th SUNDAY
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion 
(sung Communion with Oasis 5/7's)

EVERY THURSDAY
9.30 a.m. Tiny Tots 
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion

2nd SUNDAY 4th SUNDAY
10.30 a.m. Parade Service 10.30 a.m. Family Service
11.45 a.m. Matins (BCP)

'Oasis' for children aged 3 to 11, EVERY SUNDAY (except for Parade Service) at 10.30 a.m. 
The children join the congregation in church towards the end of the service.

Tiny Tots for 0-5's and parents/carers - each term-time Thursday 9.30 - 10.30 a.m. - in Church - 
for play, coffee and chat.

Candle-lit Church meets EVERY WEDNESDAY 6.30 to 8.00 p.m. Creating a Candle Lit Church 
where anyone can come and enjoy a peaceful creative space in this busy city. Tea 
and coffee will be available and all are invited to feel free to come and go as you 
please throughout this time.

Hawkesley Anglican/Methodist Church
- meeting at the Hawkesley Pastoral Centre, Shannon Road/Old Portway 
EVERY SUNDAY 10.30 a.m. Family Service and Sunday School. 
EVERY TUESDAY 9.00 a.m. Morning Prayer

Immanuel Church
- meeting at Fairway Day Centre, corner of The Fairway and Wychall Lane. 
EVERY SUNDAY 10.30 a.m. Morning Service/Communion.
Oasis - Every Sunday 10.30 a.m. (except for All-Age Worship service)

Druids Heath Services here are currently suspended pending an exploration 
of future possibilities.

CafeT meets each week at the home of Gill and David Gould and welcomes people from all 
congregations (or none) to explore faith issues in a home based context. Call the 
Parish Office for details.

BAPTISM AND MARRIAGES
Forms & particulars obtained from St Nicolas Church on Thursday Evenings between 6.30 & 8.00 p.m. 

or if you have other queries contact the Parish Office, 30 Westhill Road, Kings Norton, B38 8TN.

General Enquiries:- Parish Office Mon to Fri 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 
e-mail:-info@kingsnorton.org.uk - Web Site:-www.kingsnorton.org.uk

Please visit the Parish Website on www.kingsnorton.org.uk 
for more information on services on a weekly basis.
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Why Choose An Independent Financial Adviser?

Because it 
PAYS to 
take an 

UNBIASED 
view

KINGS NORTON, NORTHFIELD AREAS

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES (UK) LTD
An Independent Financial Services (UK) Ltd 

representative.

Independent Financial Services (UK) Ltd is an appointed 
representative of Falcon Group pic, which is regulated by 

the Financial Services Authority.

• Pensions
• Investment & Saving
• Mortgages Protection
• Equity Release
• ISAs/Unit Trusts
• Group Pensions

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep 
up repayments on your mortgage

Tel: 0121 475 9655 Mobile: 07830 254899 
Fax: 0121 475 9655 

129 Wychall Road, Northfield B31

e-mail: john.clapham@theifsgroup.com 
website: www.theifsgroup.com
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Farewell to Roger Wooldridge
Hawkesley Church Primary School Head to Retire
At the end of this term Roger Wooldridge 
will be saying a final farewell to the 
communities at Hawkesley Church Primary 
School. He has served the school faithfully 
and professionally for eight years as Head 
Teacher and he will now embark on a well 
earned retirement.

Roger is a ‘second 
time rounder’ at 
Hawkesley, he 
served the school 
as a classroom 
teacher in the 
Juniors during the 
1980s under the 
watchful eye of 
Dudley Shipton. 
From there his 
career took him to 
be deputy head 
teacher in Bath and 
the he returned to 

Birmingham to Bellfield School in Northfield 
as Head Teacher. However, from there he 
heard the call to Hawkesley and returned in 
1999.

He returned to lead the amalgamation of 
the Junior and Infant schools and this he 
did with commitment and sensitivity and 
now the primary school continues in the 
great tradition of witnessing the pastoral 
commitment of the parish church of Kings 
Norton to the community of the Three 
Estates.

Roger has worked ceaselessly to lead and 
manage the staff of the school to ensure 
that each pupil in the school feels valued 
and is given every chance to achieve the 
highest possible standards. The school

New Hawkesley School Head
The new Head of Hawkesley School will be Mr 
Graeme Dobson. He joins from Cotteridge School 
were he has been Deputy Head since January 05.

has established the reputation as a caring 
community within which children are able to 
flourish and develop the life skills which 
offer them the chance to participate as 
responsible and active members of a caring 
yet innovative society. Life at Hawkesley 
school is always demanding and Roger has 
worked tirelessly through good times and 
some times of sadness to ensure that the 
school is well placed to face the challenges 
and further development to serve the 
children and their families in the coming 
years

Perhaps one of the best parting gifts Roger 
will leave is the recent triumph of the girls' 
football team!! He goes with our grateful 
thanks for all he has given and our very 
best wishes for the future. (May Claret and 
Blue continue to reign successfully!!)

Anne Dent

Retirement
MY friends said, “You’re retiring! 
Whatever will you do?
You’ll be so bored and so alone!” 
How little they all knew!
The months have passed so rapidly 
As I’ve gone here and there,
And sometimes, like the poet said, 
“No time to stand and stare"!
So many people I must see,
And places still to go,
So many lessons still to learn 
And many things to know.
The days slip by, so much to do,
(Let others laze or shirk)
But, looking back, I wonder how 
I found the time to work!

Iris Hesselden.
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OF KINGS NORTON LTD

FENSA
Registered Company

46 Calverley Road, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8PW 
Tel: 0121 459 3443 Mobile: 07790 592942

CARPENTERS & JOINERS
Doors, Kitchens, Stair Spindals, Skirting, Etc.

Email: dovetailsofkingsnorton@hotmail.co.uk 

A small family business Established 1989
Apprentice trained. Over 35years experience 

V.A.T. Registration No. 8608 728 95
Company Directors: AS. Crowton, Louise P. Crowton. Company Registration No. 5773418

The Greenery
THE FLORIST ON THE GREEN

Accounts, Contracts & 
Teleflorist Relay Service 

Available

Creative Weddings 
And Funeral Designs

8 The Green, 
Kings Norton 

Birmingham B38 8SD

Tel: 0121 459 0061 
Fax: 0121 486 1154

TIRED OF BEING LET DOWN?
Let me provide a

Regular...
Reliable...

Competent...

WINDOW
CLEANING
SERVICE

ring John at
IH SERVICES

01216045777
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1st July 2007 NOSMOK
So how does this affect churches?
From 1 July 2007 virtually all enclosed public places 
and workplaces in England will become smokefree.

So how does this affect churches?
The new smokefree law will apply to virtually 

all 'enclosed' and 'substantially enclosed’ public 
places and workplaces. This includes both 
permanent structures and temporary ones such as 
tents and marquees, and includes churches, 
places of worship and church/parish halls. The 
new law also requires certain types of vehicles used 
for work (including voluntary work) to be smokefree, 
but not vehicles that are primarily for private use.

From 1 July, those people who control or manage 
smokefree premises and smokefree vehicles will 
have legal responsibilities to prevent people from 
smoking. The new law will require no smoking signs 
to be displayed in all smokefree premises and 
vehicles.

What sort of signs do we need?
No-smoking signs that are required to be 

displayed must meet the following minimum 
requirements:
• be a minimum of A5 in area (210mm x 148mm)
• display the international no-smoking symbol at 

least 70mm in diameter*
• carry the following words in characters that can 

be easily read: No smoking. It is against the law 
to smoke in these premises

Where should the signs be displayed?
The new law says that signs ‘need to be 

displayed in a prominent position at every entrance to 
smokefree premises’. It does not stipulate the precise 
location (such as on the door), in order to afford 
maximum flexibility for signs to be displayed in the 
most appropriate place in the premises. In churches, 
doors which are not in use could arguably not be 
entrances for use by persons. It will be up to each 
church body (e.g., select vestry/parochial church 
council) to choose the most appropriate place in the 
building for the sign, as long as the sign is 
prominently displayed. It is not necessary for it to be 
permanently fixed to the fabric of the building. It may 
be that the sign could be displayed within a porch at 
the front of the church or on a notice board which is

near the main entrance.
If you have any 
questions about the new 
law (for example, you 
are unsure about where 
a sign should be 
positioned), we 
recommend you consult 
your environmental health officer at your local council 
(who will be responsible for compliance) for further 
information.

The international no-smoking symbol consists of a 
graphic representation of a single burning cigarette 
enclosed in a red circle of at least 70mm in diameter 
with a red bar across it.

In addition, smaller signs consisting of the 
international no smoking symbol only (at least 70mm 
in diameter) must be displayed at external entrances 
to smokefree premises that are only used by 
members of staff (e.g., vestry) - providing the 
premises displays at least one A5 area sign.

Do we have to pay for these signs?
No. Free no-smoking signs can be downloaded and 
printed or, for a limited time, ordered from 
smokefreeengland.co.uk/resources or calling 0800 
169 1697. Churches can also display personalised 
signs by changing the words 'these premises’ to refer 
to the name or type of premises - such as ‘this 
church', ‘this hall' etc, as long as the sign meets the 
minimum requirements set out in the new law.

Why is this necessary?
The signs will make it clear which premises and 
vehicles are smokefree and will demonstrate that the 
church authorities are taking the necessary steps to 
meet the requirements of the new law. They also 
provide some degree of legal protection for the 
church authorities in the unlikely event of someone 
being caught smoking on church premises.

Where can I find further information on 
Smokefree legislation?
Log onto smokefreeengland.co.uk or phone the 
Smokefree England Information Line on 0800 169 
1697 for the full guidance and to order or download 
free signs.

NO SMOKING.
It is against the law to 

smoke in these premises
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BOOK REVIEW

Clergy: The

pages 
explains 
clergy are as they 
are, where they 
came from, what 
shapes them and 
where things may 
be going. He 
seems to attack 
his subject with all 
the delight of 

somebody pulling legs of a spider! Here is a book for 
all those who have ever wanted to ask why in 
puzzlement about how what and who shapes or has 
shaped clergy into what who and why we may be!

Martyn is without doubt a fast rising star in the 
firmament of the Church of England. He is Principal 
of Ripon College, Cuddesdon, Oxford and I can 
honestly say that from the moment he appeared in 
the environment that was Cranmer Hall Durham 
where I trained for ordination he stood out as one 
with enormous potential. His production of books is 
prodigious, his energy clearly huge and his writing, 
yes, is readable!

Here in this book Martyn attempts to take seriously 
the role of environment and the contextual in the 
shaping of ecclesial and theological development, 
what he calls theological realism. What are the clergy 
for, what defines them? How do different 
denominations respond to this challenge? In the light 
of the marginalisation of what was formerly given 
what does the future hold?

In the concluding section on ministry important 
questions are asked about the assumptions that 
underlay and inform ministerial identity such as 
basing that on biblical characters, what Martyn calls 
biblical functionalism. Do we instead turn to some 
sort of mystical piety that only ends up being difficult 
to address with any kind of concrete analysis, 
perhaps that is the reason. Finally, do we turn to the 
huge management of business and its models and 
theories.

If God makes Christ real in time and culture, in the 
evolving understanding of revelation and humanity 
then perhaps ministry is bound up in the temporal 
and the eternal and ministers, we, should pause 
before thinking that one of the above particular 
models can be grasped as an easy answer.

Perhaps finally we should reflect on the story of the 
worlds only freshwater seals in Lake Baikal, south 
east Siberia. Seals that were once salt water seals 
but became separated from the sea and adapted to 
their new environment. Have clergy become 
detached from their cultural context? Have they 
become lost is some cut off gene pool?

A must for clergy and those considering ordination. 
Perhaps for others it would prove a fascinating book 
that would inform some critical reflection on the role 
of clergy today in Kings Norton from which we would 
all benefit!

Revd David Gould

Origin of the Species
Author Martyn Percy

Published by: T&T Clark - ISBN: 8264 8280 5

In 205 fascinating 
Martyn 

why

klAl.TYM run

Clergy: Origin
Species

Hawkesley Church
Enjoy Coffee & Chat 

We Meet fortnightly on Tuesdays 
YOUR WELCOME
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A.N. Orak

I've found a new 
church!
I have to say that I have had more 
enjoyment researching this month's article 
than any of the previous ones. After reading 
about St Pixels - Church of the Internet, I 
decided I had to go and see for myself. You 
can just visit www.stpixels.com and have 
a look around or you can register and 
participate fully.

The church has evolved from the 'church of 
fools', part of the 'ship of fools' website 
www.shipoffools.com which I have 
mentioned before. The site is made up of a 
variety of discussion boards where you can 
interact with other users on a whole variety 
of topics from deep theological issues to 
current events. There is also an excellent 
blog area which is very supportive and 
encouraging. So, if you have ever thought 
of starting a blog (like an online diary which 
others can read), this is a good place to try 
it out. It is also really interesting reading 
other people's blogs too.

When you register, you create an identity 
for yourself with a user name and a thing 
called an avatar. Basically this is just a face 
but I had some fun finding out whether 
people try to recreate how they look in real 
life or not. Once you have your online 
identity you can go into LIVE which 
combines a chatroom environment with a 
church where there are real services that

you can take 
part in, and 
other rooms 
(including a 
bar) that you 
can meet up in 
afterwards. Go 
to http://www.shipoffools.com/ 
Mystery/2007/1416.html for a 'Mystery 
Worshipper' review.

St Pixels attracts people from all over the 
world. Some seem to have made it 'their' 
church and many others talk about their 
real life (RL) churches too. For me it fits the 
description of a fresh expression of church 
and it is well worth a visit to experience the 
real sense of community that present at this 
'virtual' church.

Don't forget our own website 
www.kingsnorton.org.uk where you can 
find out what's happening in RL church.

Happy Surfing

LOOKING FORA
RELIABLE

PLUMBER?
No callout charges 

No VAT charges 
No job too small 

No charge for friendly advice

Itemised receipt issued with all work 
Most aspects of Heating and 

Plumbing carried out

Tel: 0121 451 2366
and ask for Barry
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CLASSIC CATERING
Corporate & Business Hospitality 
Conference & Banqueting events 

Champagne and Canape Receptions 
Complete Wedding Service 
Company & Family BBQ’s 

Family Celebrations 
Funerals

Tel/Fax: 0121 459 7129 
Web: www.classiccater in g. co. uk 

Email:mail@classiccatering.co.uk

For all your 
Decorating Needs

FREE
ESTIMATES

INTERIOR A 
EXTERIOR

MICHAEL J. GIU
For a Friendly and Trustworthy 

Personal Service

Call Michael on
0121 458 3830

Bates and Sadler
EXPERTS IN MEMORIAL 
DESIGN AND LETTERING 
LARGE STOCKS ON DISPLAY

HARBORNE 
MARBLE CENTRE

295 Harbomo Lane - Hafbome 
Tel: 0121-471 4437

Marble lor all purposes- 
Stone. Marble. Slate. 
Hearths, etc.
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We mean well...
But DO we understand?
The poem below is not for people who have been 
bereaved; it won't bring comfort, except perhaps 
in the knowledge that they arc not alone with 
these feelings. It was written for people who 
haven't (been bereaved), to help them understand 
what it's like in the early days and months of 
grief after the death of a partner.

Rachel Bannister

The Journey from 
We to Me
We has company, we is great 
We takes for granted our soul mate 
We has plans, dreams and hope 
We has a future filled with scope 
Then like a thief along comes grief 
Just leaves a pain with no relief 
Me is left alone and scared 
Me was certainly not prepared 
Me stumbles through those early days 
In a disbelieving kind of haze 
Me is empty yet heavy as well 
Me sees each day as a living hell 
Me feels overwhelmed by fears 
Me is just awash with tears 
Me can no longer turn and say 
"Hello my love how was your day?"
Me sometimes sets an extra place 
Then remembers me won't see that face 
It's almost more than me can bear 
To see smiling couples everywhere 
Love in every film and song 
A world to which me doesn't belong 
Me has to suffer the lonely grief 
Since joy was stolen by that thief 
Me shall have to re-adjust 
It's not a want, more a must 
To make a meal for only one 
Make an effort to have some fun 
Me will have to live in hope 
That one day me will learn to cope.

Author unknown

The Project for the 
Renewal of Druids 
Heath (PRODH)
‘a bridge between the 
statutory services and the 
residents of Druids Heath’

I wonder how many of you have heard 
about PRODH, I suspect only a few so I 
am using this opportunity to tell you more. 
This is a group started by Reverend David 
Gould to develop a strategy to create a 
bridge between the statutory services and 
the residents of Druids Heath

I have recently been appointed the post of 
Civic Renewal and Community 
Regeneration Worker for PRODH. It is a 
full-time paid post and my first two tasks 
are to collect one thousand signatures 
(following one thousand conversations 
from people who live on Druids Heath 
estate) to say, without obligation, that they 
are committed to the regeneration of 
Druids Heath, and to create a Community 
Council, which will be populated and 
eventually run by residents, have very 
strong links with the statutory bodies (e.g. 
Police, Housing Department) and will give 
a voice to members of the community, so 
that any problems that are reported to the 
Council can be sorted out within a 
reasonable time-frame.

I have already had very positive 
responses from many, both residents and 
service providers and am looking forward 
to meeting many more in the next few 
weeks.

I am based at Dell Meadow Family and 
Community Learning Centre (tel 430 
6005) so please pop along and see me 
sometime and find out how far I have got!

Karen Urwin
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Children's Page... with Karen
Dear friends.
Here we are in the gloriously sunny weather again and we can start 
looking forward to our Summer holidays. I hope you enjoy my little 
activity on the next page (page 35). It is all based on the Lord's 
Prayer. You have to decide which picture goes with which part of 

the Prayer. I have broken it into four parts. Read the prayer and draw a line 
to the picture you think fits that part of the prayer best. I always say this 
prayer before I go sleep. Perhaps, if you don't know it already, you could 
learn it too. If you can copy the page you could cut them out and colour the 
pictures. Have fun, Karen

Who Are The
inyTots

A group of parents and toddlers, who meet 
together in St Nicolas Church for a drink and a 

cnat where children are encouraged to learn 
through playing, singing, stories and prayer.

You and your child are invited to join them for

Playtime, Songs and Stories
in

St Nicolas Church
between

9.15 am A 10.30 am 
Thursday mornings

during term time

A gentle step into the world of 
your church, especially for 

children under 5 yrs old.

2 4 5

3 1

2 1 3

6 2 5

5 1 2

4 6 5 3

Sudoku Rules
The numbers only go up to 6. 
There needs to be all the num
bers 1-6 in every box and every 
line.

LAST MONTHS 
SUDOKU 

SOLUTION

1 3 2 6 4 5

4 2 1 5 3 6

6 5 3 4 1 2

2 1 6 3 5 4

5 6 4 1 2 3

3 4 5 2 6 1
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name
Your kingdom come,

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but de
liver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.
Amen
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A friendly 24-hour service 
is offered from our 

Kings Norton Funeral Home
A family run business with a personal and 

compassionate outlook, giving service 
to the people of Birmingham and the 

surrounding areas

Since its birth at the beginning of the century this Birmingham 
based family business has built a foremost reputation for its 
professional service, furnished with care, understanding and 
sensitivity.

Now in its fourth generation, S. Gascoigne & Sons Ltd. 
continue to offer the people of Birmingham a premier personal 
and professional service.

S. GASCOIGNE & SONS LTD.
FAMILY OWNED

Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 

277-279 PERSHORE ROAD SOUTH
(NEXT TO ST. NICOLAS CHURCH)

KINGS NORTON 
BIRMINGHAM B30 3EX

0121 458 5859
24 HOUR SERVICE
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Book Review
Bacon Sandwiches and Salvation 
The A-Z of Christian Life
Author: Adrian Plass Price £7.99 
Published by: Authentic Media - ISBN: 978-1-85078-723-5

Adrian Plass seems to be able to capture church life in such a way that 
you just can't help laughing. In this book he has put together a dictionary 
of definitions, short stories and rewritten hymns and choruses which in a 
kind but pointed way provide humorous food for thought, including....

'Astrology: the study of the movement and relative positions of 
celestial bodies interpreted as an influence on human affairs. In other 
words, the one that’s not all right. And of course as Christians we 
just thank our lucky stars that there's no need for us to get involved 
with such things.'

'Astronomy: the one that is all right. Patrick Moore may be 
somewhat eccentric, but he is not the High Priest of the occult 
movement.'

'Doubt: more or less frequent visitor who should be allowed in when he knocks at the door and sat firmly 
down in a corner. As long as he is neither fed nor entertained he will usually get bored after a while and go 
away.'

'Ineffable: (1) cannot be expressed in words (2) cannot be sworn at.'

'Go in peace: (1) injunction to the congregation at the end of communion (2) something that is only possible for 
those blessed with an en-suite bathroom and toilet.'

'Pillar of the church: big thick thing that holds everything up and restricts vision.'
Alan Haynes

Interior / Exterior / Domestic / Commercial

Painter & Decorating Contractor
Houses, Shops, Schools, Offices, Elderly Homes, Ceramic Tiling 

Insurance Work Welcome Free Quotations & Advice

Stuart Aston
Elms Close, West Heath, Birmingham B38 8HY
M 0121 475 5902 0777 6230620
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A. W. DAVIES
AND ASSOCIATES

DENTAL SURGEONS

MONDAY - THURSDAY 8.30 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
FRIDAY 8.30 a.m. -1.00 p.m.
SATURDAY by appointment only

At Middleton Hall Road
TUESDAY 8.30 a.m. -12.30 p.m.

30 THE GREEN 
KINGS NORTON 

Tel: 0121 458 1362

5 MIDDLETON HALL ROAD 
KINGS NORTON 

Tel: 0121 458 1368

Abbey Electrical
Full & Partial Re-Wires 
Fuse-Board & Earthing Upgrades 
Kitchens 
Showers
Lighting & Power
Intruder Alarms & CCTV
Security Lighting
Smoke & Fire Alarms Systems

0782 522 8781 
peter@abbeyelec.co.uk

8 Pinehurst Drive 
Kings Norton 
Birmingham B38 8TH

Peter Gaffney 
Business Manager
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GREETINGS FROM
IMMANUEL
CHURCH!
We are looking forward to the 
Immanuel weekend away in Cleobury 
Mortimer at the start of July.

On 17th June we had 
a very special service 
celebrating Father’s 
Day. I was surprised 
to hear that Father’s 
Day has been 
marked for 100 years! 
(I thought it was a 
product or modern 
commercialism, such 
as the awful “Happy 
Divorce Day” cards

available in our 
shops!) Five brave 
men from our 
congregation shared 
their experiences of 
being fathers - the 
joys, the sorrows, 
the frustrations and 
the overwhelming 
love felt. This, of 
course, led very 

naturally into considering the Father 
Heart of God and his unconditional love 
for each of us. There was hardly a dry 
eye in the house!

We are looking forward to the Immanuel 
weekend away in Cleobury Mortimer at 
the start of July. It will be a Worship 
Weekend as well as allowing plenty of 
time for fun and fellowship together.

We also

Women's
Evening
Fellowship
Annual General Meeting 
July 5th 2007 at 7.30 pm
Our July meeting is our AGM, and will take place at 
7.30 pm on Thursday July 5th 2007 in St Nicolas 
Church Hall, Westhill Road.

continue to reach out to our 
friends, family members and 
community. We are promoting 
church socials and Parish 
events as opportunities to 
take people along and have 
fun with us; we are planning 
another evening where we 
share a meal and low-key 
conversation about our faith; 
we continue our work in the 
two local primary schools and 
Moundsley Hall nursing home; 
and, of course, extend a warm 
welcome to anyone who 
comes to Immanuel on 
Sunday mornings.

The AGM will be followed by an 
American Supper. Please bring 
some food with you for the meal 
(but only enough for one person 
each!)

Many thanks 
Gwen Fox - Chairman

Immanuel is running the cake 
stall at Kings Norton Festival 
on Saturday 14th July and 
would appreciate any 
donations of home made 
cakes. Thank you.

Susan Haynes
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PaGfeCD 10

She’s here to answer 
your questions.

You can contact her at _ 
agonyaunt@kingsnorton.o?£j7u 
or write via the Parish Office.

Dear Margaret,

I understand we have another new Church 
Warden, we seem to be getting through 
them at a rate of knots just recently. Will the 
new one be staying a bit longer?

Concerned.

Dear Concerned,

As you may know, Karen Urwin has been 
appointed as the Civic Renewal and 
Community Regeneration Officer for 
PRODH. This is great news on the one 
hand, but on the other it meant that sadly 
she had to stand down from the post of 
Church Warden. I'm sure you would join me 
in wishing her well in this new post.

Elected in her place is Stephen Plant who 
I'm sure has every intention of serving his 
full term. Stephen has been a Warden 
before in a previous parish and so brings 
with him a wealth of experience. I look 
forward to working with him and have 
already given him my email address in case 
he has any problems he would like 
answering.

P.S. Please pray for Stephen as he is not 
well at the time of writing, thank you.

A wonderful and unusual view of St Nicolas 
Churchyard taken from the rooftop of the 
Saracen's Head. Photo by Pauline Weaver

Carpet Cleaning Service
• Hi Tech Equipment
• Wet and Dry Cleaning
• Deep 3 Stage Cleaning Means No Early Rc- 

Soil
• Slain and Odour Removal
• Protective Coating Available
• Carpets and Upholstery
• Furniture Removed and Replaced

Free Survey and Quote 
Competitive Rates

Call CLIFF LAW on
0121 778 1398 

Mobile 07749 718229

Please support our
ADVERTISERS

they support 
Our Parish Magazii

Thank you...
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L A FALLON LIMITED
HARDWARE & PLUMBING

3 THE GREEN, KINGS NORTON, BIRMINGHAM B38 8SD

TEL/FAX: 0121 458 1679
WE CARRY A FULL RANGE OF THE FOLLOWING:

• 5L MORTICE, YALE LOCKS, ERA &STERLING LOCKS
• DOOR HANDLES, CUPBOARD CATCHES, AND ALL TYPES OF IRONMONGERY.
• TEE HINGES, SUFFOLK LATCHES & BUTT HINGES
• WARDROBE RAILS & FITTINGS, CURTAIN WIRE & FITTINGS
• FULL RANGE OF GARDENING TOOLS/BARBED WIRE/GALV WIRE
• A RANGE OF TOOLS FOR ALL TRADES
• JOHNSTONE PAINTS, STAINS, PAINT ROLLERS & TRAYS, BRUSHES, FILLERS, 

SEALANTS & ACCESSORIES.
• RANGE OF PLUMBING FITTINGS INCLUDING END FEED, YORKSHIRE & 

COMPRESSION, COPPER TUBE, WASTE PIPE & FITTINGS, FLEXI HOSES, TAPS 
& ACCESSORIES.

• ONE OF THE LARGEST STOCKISTS OF LIGHT BULBS IN THE MIDLANDS. 
FLUORESCENT TUBES,BATTERIES FUSES, CABLE. CONDUIT & ELECTRICAL 
FITTINGS

• VACUUM BAGS, VACUUM BELTS, CALOR GAS, REGULATORS, HOSES, COAL, 
SMOKELESS FUEL, WOOD LOGS, KINDLING & ELECTRIC HEATERS

. ► GAS HEATERS ON SPECIAL OFFER @ £72.50 ◄
• COMPOST.PEAT,FARMYARD MANURE,GROWBAGS,TOPSOIL, & GARDEN 

FERTILISERS *** BEDDING PLANTS NOW IN STOCK ***
• A LARGE RANGE OF HOUSEHOLD & KITCHEN UTENSILS, INCLUDING 

BROOMS, MOPS, BUCKETS, ELECTRIC KETTLES, TOASTERS, IRONS AND 
VARIOUS ITEMS.

KEY CUTTING WHILE U’ WAIT
SHARPENING SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR 

GARDEN TOOLS AND LAWN MOWERS

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO LIST EVERYTHING 
CALL IN AND LOOK AROUND

► ► IF YOU CANT SEE IT JUST ASK ◄ ◄
OPEN: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8.30 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

SATURDAY 8.30 a.m. - 4.30 p.m.

CALOR GAS STOCKIST cmor\
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^B4in July

mi

KINGS NORTON FESTIVAL
organised by the Friends of Historic Kings Norton for the PCC in aid of the Restoration Project

A fun day for Everyone
Saturday 14h July - 10 till 2 p.m.
Saracens Head and St Nicolas Churchyard

AND FARMERS MARKET TOO
St. Nicolas Bell Ringers, Extend Fitness Group Display, Maypole Dancing with children 
from Kings Norton Primary School, the Mini Dynamics and Dynamics Dance Groups, 

Clog and Morris Dancers, Ingrid's Accordions, 
and Keyboard Player, fAary Roberts.

FESTIVAL DAY FUN
HHEgp

Penny Arcade^rf and Crafts, Plants, Crystals and Jewellery,

Pukka People, an Organic Vegetable Box Delivery Scheme, Hand Painted Canal Ware, 
Flowers in “Solid Water," Face Painting, Painted Stones, Pots and Canvasses, Herbs and 
Herbal Supplements, Jewellery Stalls, Mixed Crafts, Toiletries, Painted 

Children's Clocks, Names etc., More Cocoa Drinks, Chocolate and 
Novelties, Beadwork, Wood Turning, Fun in the Stocks, Fair Trade,

Cakes, Videos and Books, Designer Cards, Wooden Toys, Stained Glass,
Enamelled Jewellery, Paintings and Knitwear and Caltours Coaches.

FESTIVAL FUN ON THE GREEN
AND MUCH MORE... The list is endless.. SEE YOU THERE!
Kings NOftOg TheGreen Kings Norton Birmingham
_ ™ __ _ 2nd Saturday each Month

Farmers Market Next Mart*

I » Sat 14th July
rT 9.00 a.m, to 2.00 p.m.

Norton Business Park. Birmingham B3Q 3HZ. 
Email: sates@harlequinprint.co.uk

   


