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It wasn’t planned that way, but this has become an
edition full of ‘R’s. Regeneration, renewal, recycling,
reconciliation, rediscovery and rescue all feature.
(There are more if you count the Rector on religion
and the pilgrimage to Rome).

Steve McCabe MP takes time out of his busy routine
to reflect on the regeneration of Druids Heath while
Catherine Taylor reports on the renewal of bells and
their ringing now that we know the church tower to
be relatively robust. Pauline Weaver and Sylvia Fox
rouse us to recycle responsibly. A visit to Coventry
Cathedral prompts Chris Watson to reflect on our
need for reconciliation while, with invaluable help
from the RAF, we rediscover a remarkable lost work
of art with regional roots. Finally, in the style which
regular readers have come to relish, Eddie Matthews
recalls the rescue of a rude and rowdy seafarer.

Which leads me to the front cover. Roadworks. For
most of this month, stationary vehicles, their idling
engines belching out nitrogen dioxide and harmful
particulates, will continue to queue under the
windows of Kings Norton Primary School and the
Library, clogging up the roundabout by the Co-op and
shortening all our lives (see bit.ly/2LagVQk).  Air
pollution is the largest environmental risk to health in
the UK. Birmingham is particularly badly affected and
children are especially vulnerable. So, what more
encouragement do we need to give serious
consideration to becoming part of the answer to the
city’s congestion & pollution crises? To joining the
Birmingham Cycle Revolution, for example, to making
more use of the train, car sharing, or simply walking
more often?  Is it time that you had a Radical Rethink?

The Editor
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From the Rector
God U.S.A.
There is much to admire about America
and Americans: the vast and diverse
landscapes, its modern political
beginnings in the pursuit of liberty and
equality for all, their indigenous and
pioneering heritage, their irrepressible
entrepreneurial spirit, the ‘melting pot’ of
migration and their invincible self-
confidence and patriotism. Like all
nations, America has its shadow side, a
darker past and an imperfect present.
Whatever our opinion of America, it is the
most successful nation on earth by most
measures and dominates world events.
We Brits enjoy the vague status of being in
a ‘special relationship’ with our cousins
across the Atlantic due mainly to our
shared history, years of military co-
operation and a mutual respect for our
shared values, common language and
culture. And they love our Royal Family,
especially as we now have a ‘princess’
Meghan.

Americans do things on a big scale, and
that includes religion. The USA continues
to have one of the highest proportions of
religious believers of any Western nation
by far. According to recent statistics,
70.6% of Americans identify themselves
as Christian and about half of these
regularly attend church. They have a
multiplicity of denominations, as one
would expect in a country of migrants
from four continents, and the American
currency (the mighty dollar) is required,

by law, to be inscribed with the words 'In
God We Trust'. It was in 1861, during the
Civil War, that it was first proposed that
the currency should have a tribute to
God on all coinage. The Secretary of the
Treasury at the time wrote to the
director of the National Mint:

'Dear Sir, No nation can be strong except
in the strength of God, or safe except in
His defense. The trust of our people in
God should be declared on our national
coins. You will cause a device to be
prepared without unnecessary delay
with a motto expressing in the fewest
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and tersest words possible this national
recognition.'

Those of us who know the story of Jesus
being questioned about whose authority
was the greater, Caesar’s or God’s, will
recall that he answered by requesting a
coin and then asked whose head was on
it. Caesar’s was, of course. Jesus then
said that they should 'render unto
Caesar’s what is Caesar’s and unto God
what is God’s.' What would he have
made of a coin bearing a secular image
on one side and the words 'In God we
Trust' on the other?

The American oath of
allegiance to the flag
states: 'I pledge
allegiance to the Flag
of the United States of
America, and to the
Republic for which it
stands, one Nation
under God, indivisible,
with liberty and
justice for all.'  As a
‘nation under God’
which trusts in Him,
America could appear at one level to be a
constitutional theocracy, where the rule
of God is expressed through its political
and legal institutions. Interestingly, the
only functioning Constitutional
Theocracy in the world is America’s least
favoured Islamic country, Iran. Of course,
the comparison is false because, as any
American will tell you, the USA has had
strict separation between Government
and religion since its foundation.

Those drafting the foundational
documents of American independence

amended the constitution to ensure the
‘separation of church and state’. This is
paraphrased from Thomas Jefferson
to express an understanding of the intent
and function of the Establishment Clause
and Free Exercise Clause of the First
Amendment to the United States
Constitution which reads: 'Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof.' Any American has the
right to exercise his or her religion and
the right to do so is protected by law. The

law also states that no
single religion should
be regarded as the
national or established
religion; they wanted
no equivalent of the
Church of England in
America. However, as
most of the original
citizens were
Christian, Christianity
became the religion of
national conscience.

As America expanded
and new immigrants arrived, other world
religions became established and were
afforded the same protection of religious
expression as were Christians. What the
Founding Fathers of America could not
have foreseen was the growth of atheism
and secularism in the late 19th and 20th
centuries. In America today, a cultural
struggle is under way between those who
wish to protect the right to religious
observance and those who wish religion
to have no public expression at all. Two
recent examples of this clash will
illustrate the dilemma. A courthouse had

‘Perhaps, over the
next few years, we
will see more
challenges to the
place and role of
religion in Britain.’
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a historic plaque inscribed with the 10
Commandments. It was challenged in the
courts as it was a public building and
should, therefore, have no religious
symbolism on display. The judge found in
favour of the plaintiff and the plaque had
to be removed. Meanwhile, in June of this
year, a large stone cross in a public
cemetery in Maryland, erected in 1929 by
the mothers of local sons who had lost
their lives in World War I,  was challenged
in court as breaching the separation of
church and state as it was a dominant
symbol of one religion in a public place.
The case went all the way to the Supreme
Court where, by a majority verdict, it was
judged to be an appropriate war
memorial rather than promoting a
religion in public.

We in Britain do not have a written
constitution but we do have an
Established Church (the Church of
England) and, while we rarely hear of
legal cases concerning Christianity’s role

in our society, this is beginning to change.
The Humanist Society, The Secular
Society and others who see religion of
any sort as a threat to individual freedom
and an outdated superstition which
causes more harm than good, are
becoming more militant. Perhaps, over
the next few years, we will see more
challenges to the place and role of
religion in Britain. Or maybe, as church
membership continues to decline, our
detractors are simply hoping that we all
die out within a generation or two. The
way things are going, they may have a
point. However, despite the advances of
secularism over the last 200 years,
religion’s resilience has confounded its
critics, adapted and survived. The
primary reason, I suggest, is because In
God We Trust.

Revd Larry Wright

www.mikebakergenbuilding.co.uk
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No More Missed Editions!

Become a Subscriber To The Kings Norton Parish Magazine!

Take out your first subscription to The Magazine and we will either deliver to your door once
a month free of charge if you live within the parish of Kings Norton or post your magazine to
you if you live elsewhere. Alternatively, you can choose to collect from one of our three
churches, St Nicolas’, Immanuel or Hawkesley.

A year’s subscription comes to £18 unless we send your magazine to you by post, in which case
the annual cost is £30. To renew an existing subscription, please do not use this form but
contact Alison Blumer either via the Parish Office or at subs@kingsnorton.org.uk.

THE PARISH MAGAZINE : NEW SUBSCRIBER
Cut out or copy and send to: Alison Blumer, Subscriptions Manager, The Parish
Office, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU enclosing cash or a
cheque, payable to KNPCC, for £18 / £30 (delete whichever does not apply).

I wish to take out my first subscription to the Parish Magazine for 12 months
starting from:

Month: ______________________                 Year: _______

My name:

My postal address (including post code):

My phone number: My email:
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A Vision For Regeneration

A late summer evening in 1986 was the
first time I saw Druids Heath. I had not
long moved to the area and was out
with the local Labour Party to deliver
leaflets. The sun was setting with a
shimmering effect which made the
houses look that bit whiter, almost like
a Grecian village. I’ve seen lots of
wonderful photos over the years which
remind me that Druids Heath can really
be quite a picturesque place.

In many ways, it’s a typical 1960s
housing estate with a mixture of low-
rise and high-rise housing, maisonettes
and bungalows. It has a wealth of
green space and a series of interlocking
paths and routes where it’s all too easy
for a visitor to get lost. The lovingly-
designed layout has also proved useful
to the criminal fraternity as those same
interlocking paths have proved to be
ideal escape routes.

It would be quite wrong, however, to

characterise this estate in terms of
crime. Sure, it’s a deprived area with
high unemployment, especially among
young people. It tends to have a high
turnover of residents these days and
has more than its fair share of single-
parent families, isolated elderly and
people with mental health issues; but
it’s always been an area with character
and a determination to fight back. Like
many housing estates, it’s produced a
number of local leaders determined to
stand up for their community. I’ve
been proud to work alongside many of
these people; sometimes in successful
campaigns, sometimes in battles we’ve
lost.

The area once had a thriving credit
union led by Ken Atkinson, who still
lives on the estate. For years, they
helped people manage scarce
resources and keep the loan sharks at
bay. There was the late Shirley Mills, a
grandmother who led the campaign to

Steve McCabe MP (Labour) is the Member of Parliament for
Birmingham, Selly Oak, one of the three constituencies which
overlap the parish of Kings Norton (Birmingham Northfield and
Bromsgrove being the other two). Druids Heath, an area of the
parish about which we have published several articles in recent
months, is on his patch. We invited him to share his experience of
this corner of the city and his vision for its future.
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save the Dell and win it village green
status, the first of its kind in Britain. The
Dell is the patch of land beyond
Manningford Rd which was used as the
site for the Druids Heath festival and
various other recreational activities.
Local people objected to plans to build
further housing on it. I was very
pleased, as the local councillor, to help
with the application and secure
protected status for the land.

There was also a brief period of
experimentation with a Tenant
Management Organisation which
eventually ran into difficulties and was
disbanded but allowed local people an
opportunity to run their own affairs.

And there was the battle to save
Baverstock School, once a beacon for

the area but allowed to deteriorate and
fail and then closed by the government
despite the wishes of local people.

More recently, we’ve had a battle to
save our local library which, I’m happy
to say, has resulted in a new boiler and
assurances that all is well for the
future.

Now Druids Heath is about to embark
on a new phase. The City Council has
earmarked it for a £43 million
regeneration programme. This should
be a proud moment and one that
brings people together, but at present
people are struggling with the plans
because once again the council has
lapsed into ‘doing to people’. It’s
simply the wrong approach.

This is an estate with a history of folk
who can and will do things for
themselves and each other. We need
the local forum, the block wardens, the
leaseholders and the tenants involved.
We need a representative Druids
Health Regeneration group, speaking
up for the people of the area. Such a
group can help shape this regeneration
and guarantee a future for a whole new
generation of people to live on and
grow up in what can be one of the most
picturesque estates in Birmingham.

Druids Heath is about people and as
long as we remember that, there’s
nothing that can’t be achieved.

Steve McCabe M.P.
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The bells of St Nicolas' Church
have recently been out of
action awaiting the result of a
structural report on the fabric.
Keeping the band together in
these circumstances and in the
aftermath of the unexpected
death of Andy Carr, tower
captain at St.Laurence,
Northfield, has been a
challenge.

The more experienced ringers
are helping to train new ringers
at Northfield and also now at
St.Mary's, Selly Oak,
strengthening their numbers
on Sunday mornings and at
practices. Additionally, in April,
four of us attended an
Association of Ringing Teachers
day course, based in the city
centre. With the loss of a
teacher of Andy’s calibre, the
need for new teachers to teach
handling a church bell was

immediate. Teaching bell
handling is a skill in itself and
could be likened to teaching
someone to drive. It is a
process which lasts about six
months for the average
learner. Thanks to the day
course, some skills and
techniques are being
assimilated by the new
teachers, together with the
confidence to put these into
practice. We now have an
enthusiastic group of adults
learning bell handling between
the three towers.

With the go-ahead given to ring
again, we also have
maintenance tasks, not least a
good clean up of the ringing
chamber! Upstairs in the bell
chamber, with the help of
Simon Adams of Taylors
Bellfoundry, clappers were
removed from three of the

From The
Bell Tower
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bells, their mechanisms
cleaned up and refitted. This
was a delicate undertaking
involving the combined
efforts of three people, some
of the spaces between the
timber bell frame members
being quite narrow, and some
of the parts being quite heavy.

Kings Norton bells are now
ringing regularly on Sunday
with the combined support of
Selly Oak and Northfield bands

Catherine Taylor

Photo: In the tower, refitting one of the clappers. Simon Adams of Taylors & Graeme Lanfear
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The Thoughts of a Lay Minister

Make Do & Mend

I recently visited the Eden Camp. It's an
ex-Prisoner of War camp that is now a
museum. All of the huts have been
preserved and each one features an
aspect of World War II.  While
wandering around the huts, I was
interested to see how many wartime
ideas are coming back.   Did you know
that newspaper recycling started
during the war? And, of course, all
food scraps went to feed the pigs!

While I was there, I was
able to purchase a copy
of the wartime
publication ‘Make do
and mend’.  It gives tips
on how to take care of
clothes so that they last
longer, exchanging
children’s shoes, using
embroidery to cover
holes, unpicking knitted
jumpers and reusing the
wool.  Some of the ideas may not have
much use today: how to make your
corset last longer, for instance, or how
to prolong the life of suede gloves.  But
a lot of these old skills are finding new
uses as we become more aware of our
earth’s resources.  Just as people had
to learn in wartime Britain, there are
lots of small things that we can do to

become
more
environmen
tally friendly
and all the
little things
add up.  Our
new Facebook auction site gives new
life to things no longer wanted and
raises money for the roof as well.

I have just returned to using old
fashioned dishcloths
which I’ve crocheted
and have just found a
pattern for a crocheted
shower scrunchie.  I’ve
stopped using liquid
soap and gone back to a
proper bar of soap: no
plastic to worry about.  I
do draw the line at
darning socks though!

I wonder what other ideas and tips our
readers have for being more
environmentally friendly? Could you
bring a reusable cup with you to
church for your cup of tea? Or take one
of our paper ones home to reuse for
growing seeds?  Perhaps we could
produce a modern version of ‘Make do
and mend’ to sell as yet another way of
raising funds for the roof, perhaps.

‘There are lots of
small things that
we can do to
become more
environmentally
friendly .’
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Talking of the roof, there are lots of
things happening to support the
fundraising campaign. There is a
summer slide challenge, for example:
you set yourself a challenge involving
slides and get people to sponsor you.
See how many slides you can do, either
at home or in the park. Adults can join
in too!  Forms and leaflets available
from the Parish Office.  If you prefer
something more sedate then look out

for details of 'Flicks at St Nick’s' coming
to a church near you very soon.

Hopefully there is something for
everyone to do, to support the
fundraising for the roof and to reduce
our impact on the planet. No matter
what our age, there is always a way we
can help.

Pauline Weaver

Introducing Julius
My name is Onyekachi Julius Anozie. I
come from Imo State in Nigeria and I am
an ordinand of the Anglican Diocese of
Europe, currently training at Cranmer Hall
Theological College in Durham. In other
words, I am preparing to become a priest.
I will shortly be travelling to Kings Norton
to start a four-week placement in your
parish.

I come from a Christian family, but faith in
Jesus Christ was not what I was interested
in growing up. I did not even enjoy Sunday
school or similar children's activities in
church.

Sometime during my childhood, my elder
sister Ezinne told me that it would be
marvellous for me to give my life to Christ
and to follow God in all his ways. Even
though I did not appreciate altogether
what that meant, the thought remained in
my mind for a while. On the 18th February

2001, I decided to adopt my baptismal
vows for myself and to live by them. Thus,
in simple words, I gave my life to God. I
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wanted to see what would come of giving
my life to God.

Before this divine encounter, I had already
joined the Boys’ Brigade in my parish
church and there I was encouraged to
pray and read the Bible daily, as were my
contemporaries. Due to my new-found
love for God, I began taking the activities
of the Boys’ Brigade seriously. We also
absorbed the competitive spirit of trying
out some Christian spiritual challenges
like finishing the New Testament or
engaging in Christian works of charity and
Bible quizzes.

As the years went by, I became very active
in the youth church of my parish, which
was called the Junior Worship Centre
(JWC). Starting as an assistant group
leader of a boys' group named the
Brothers League, I rose to become the
President in 2006. When I handed over to
a new leader, I was then appointed the
Coordinator (Youth Pastor) of JWC by the
Chaplain to JWC the Revd Nwankwo in the
year 2007 at 18 years old, the youngest to
be appointed to this post at the time.

I held this post for 7 months and then left
to pursue a bachelor’s degree in Law at
the University of Nigeria. While at the
university, I maintained my membership
of the Anglican Students’ Fellowship.
When I finished my degree, I went on to
the Nigerian Law School. There, I joined
the Chapel of Grace Anglican communion
and was appointed choirmaster. When I
finished the programme, I was called to
the Nigerian Bar as a Solicitor and
Advocate of the Supreme Court of Nigeria
in 2013.

After graduation, I took up employment
with different organisations at various
times. For example, I served as a legal
officer of the Women's Aid Collective
(WACOL), an NGO which advocates for
women and children’s right in Nigeria. I
also worked as a legal practitioner for
Ahmed Raji and company, a law firm,
before opening my own firm with another
senior lawyer in 2015.

I moved to Germany in 2016 to pursue
postgraduate studies in human rights and,
when I arrived, I joined St. George’s
Church, Berlin where I became a chorister.
I was appointed a member of the Church
Council of St George's in 2017. With a few
members of the church, we set up a new
and growing group, the St Georges’ young
adults' group, which has since held several
activities and has continued to inspire
active participation at St George's.

In the last quarter of 2017, I enrolled in
the Church of England's ministry
experience scheme in the Diocese of
Europe and, simultaneously, in 2017, I
completed Master’s degree in
International Human Rights and
Humanitarian Law from the Europa
Universität Viadrina Frankfurt Oder,
Germany.

One of the beautiful things about the
Diocese of Europe is its uniqueness and
the urgency of mission it brings with it;
yet, because it is often a minority
denomination in many of the countries
where it finds itself, this limits the kinds of
mission it does. For example, school
assemblies and participation in official
activities within the countries where it
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exists are often limited. Most of the time,
the other churches like the Roman
Catholic, Lutheran, and so on seem to be
in the majority.

As part of my training, it is relevant that I
experience the Church of England in
England. This will enable me to
understand it not just as a church of Christ
but as a national church, which plays a
vital role in the life of the society it serves.
Its role as a national church makes the
vicar or rector a functionary of the State,
with attendant powers and duties.
Coming to terms with these realities is
vital for anyone pursuing the ordained
ministry within the Church of England.

Beyond this, I am also hoping to learn
what it means in practice for a vicar or
curate to have a duty for the 'cure of

souls' within his or her parish. The
placement which I am about to begin will
create a practical avenue for learning as I
shadow the Rector of Kings Norton and
work alongside his Ministry Team to
understand the length and breadth of
what this means.

I am really looking forward to joining this
beautiful church as I work, learn and
participate fully in what God is doing in
your midst. I come with many
expectations, among which is to leave the
parish a better person, knowing more
clearly where God is taking me and being
fully reassured of the grace and presence
of God in my life.

Julius
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You might reply Druids Heath or Kings
Heath, but their heathland has
disappeared under urban development.
However, I suggest that your very own
garden approximates to a small personal
heath.

Let's see… we have a couple of trees,
some shrubby plants, an area of
permanent pasture otherwise known as
a lawn and a gravel scree area lovingly
maintained as a footpath. If we are not
too fussy about scorched earth weeding
then all sorts of quite rare food plants
can come up here and there. Food for
whom? I would suggest butterflies, bees
and a wealth of other insects. And that is
a good thing because they all contribute
to fertilising our food crops.

There are 59 species of butterfly resident
in the UK and about 30 migrate from the
continent each year. One of these
immigrants is the Painted Lady, which
originates in the Middle East and appears
in your heathland in late summer,
sometimes in vast numbers.

Here are a few tips from my vast
gardening experience for encouraging
our flighty friends. Holly, privet and ivy, if

allowed to grow and flower, can provide
essential energy food and the berries, of
course, will please the birds.

By all means grow your usual bedding
plants but try out some single varieties.

A hedge of mixed flowering thorns and
other flowering hedge plants may need
more attention than a standard hedge
but will provide food for caterpillars
without too much damage.

Butterflies are very fussy about where
they lay their eggs and will cheerfully
ignore any nettle plants you carefully
plant. Providing food plants is usually
doomed to failure. However, you could
set aside a sunny area to sow a butterfly
seed mix in the spring (Wilko, only 50p).

The buddleia is a great, fast-growing
shrub, but the wonderfully-coloured new
varieties will be quietly ignored by the
Red Admirals and the like. I suggest that
success awaits you if you sow buddleia
seed. The seedlings come up like mustard
and cress and can be grown on to provide
shrubs full of honey-scented nectar.

If you have an apple tree then allow
windfalls to lie and turn brown as they

Seasonal tips from a green-fingered reader

Where’s Your
Heath?
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are loved by many of our butterflies and
moths.

Last but not least, avoid insecticides in
your garden. The neonicotinoids are
deadly to  insects but will persist to kill
bees indiscriminately and have been
virtually banned in the EU but are still on
sale at your neighbourhood garden
centre!

Plant of the month : The English
Lavenders

In my experience, this is the plant to
provide day-flying moths, bees and
butterflies with their essential nectar and
they are a very attractive addition to the
cottage garden flower bed or as a low
hedge. Plant facing south for best results.
Some of the more sophisticated
supermarkets sometimes sell pots of

lavender cuttings for use in cooking and
they will do, but usually a visit to your
retailer will be required. The most
important thing is to prune correctly.

April

Trim back early growth by about 5cm to
encourage more flowering stems and to
maintain a dome shape.

End of August

Cut all growth right back. You must be
bold to create a neat dome shape and if
you have to cut into brown growth near
the base then it will recover. French
lavenders are treated differently and will
perhaps feature in a future Plant of the
Month.

Personally, I will now be looking at the
hydrangeas and, when the flower heads
are dry and brown, I will cut back those
stems to about 15 cm. Those with leafy
tops but no flowers will be left severely
alone to provide next year's flowers.

So much to do but so little time to do it!
Enjoy your gardens.

Adam the Gardener
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What’s On In Kings Norton?
Our guide to the best of Kings Norton’s lively community life starts here. In this section of the
magazine, you will find:

● A list of Societies, Clubs and Venues active in and around Kings Norton

● A summary of the regular services and activities organised by the church in this parish

● A detailed Diary of Events organised over the coming month by the organisations listed
and others.

We divide the publicity which we offer to the local community into advertising and listings. We
charge for advertisements placed by local businesses who are seeking to attract paying
customers. Meanwhile, in Societies, Clubs and Venues and the Events Diary we print, free of
charge, listings of events organised by local social or charitable groups, together with their
contact details and a brief description of their aims.

To add your organisation’s events to our What’s On guide for next month, contact Michael
Kennedy (michaelkennedy@talk21.com) by the submission deadline shown on page 3. To
advertise in the pages of this magazine, contact The Editor, David Ash
(editor@kingsnorton.org.uk). Details of advertising charges are available on request or can
be viewed on the magazine page of the parish website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk.

Societies, Clubs & Venues

Contact information for Kings Norton organisations and locations that offer opportunities to
get together for events and/or to meet people who have similar interests.

LOCAL INTEREST GROUPS

Kings Norton History Society www.kingsnorton.org.uk, clivehartwell48@sky.com

The Society’s meetings take the form of talks covering a wide variety of subjects of historic
interest, concentrating on the West Midlands region. We also run day visits to places of
historical interest. Meetings are normally held in St Nicolas’ Place on the last Monday of the
month, unless otherwise specified, from September to May.    Membership is £12.50 per
annum.  Talks are free of charge to members.  Visitors are always welcome but a charge of £3
per talk is made.
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Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve www.fknnr.org.uk, Amanda Cadman on 0121 624 3865
or 07 887 512 382

An informal pressure group to lobby for environmental improvements in and about the
reserve. We organise a weekly working party on site (the Tuesday Workout from 10.30 to 1.00
pm, open to all) to manage the Reserve, to increase biodiversity and habitats and to enhance
its value for both people and wildlife. We also organise a monthly walk. Dates and meeting
locations are on our website.

Friends of Historic Kings Norton www.kingsnorton.org.uk, fhkn@btinternet.com, St Nicolas’
Place  0121 458 1223

We raise funds for the restoration of the historic buildings that are known collectively as Saint
Nicolas' Place (SNP), through membership subscription and events organised by the
group. Members receive regular newsletters containing updates about SNP and listings of
Birmingham-wide heritage events. Membership is £10.00 per annum or £7.00 for those not in
full-time work. We also arrange guided tours of the Saint Nicolas’ Place Heritage Buildings.

Friends of Kings Norton Park friendsofkingsnortonpark.blogspot.com, info.foknp@gmail.com

The Friends of Kings Norton Park and Playing Fields are a group of local volunteers who come
together regularly to improve and protect the Kings Norton Park and its neighbouring playing
fields. We plan activities and events which aim to make a positive difference to the
recreational experience of the people who use these spaces, and we liaise with organisations,
including the City Council, which organise events in the parks.

The Fields Millennium Green Trust www.fieldsmillenniumgreen.btck.co.uk, Maggie Sweet 0121
628 1247,  sweetc5@sky.com

The Trust and its volunteers meet regularly to maintain and improve the Millennium Green.
We work closely with the National Trust who, with their young Urban Rangers and others,
organise a programme of training and conservation activities. We usually work on Saturdays
fortnightly from 10.30 am to 3.00 pm, and sometimes during school holidays.

SOCIAL CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Kings Norton Seniors’ Club  St Nicolas’ Parish Office, 0121  458 3289

The Seniors’ Club is for men and women aged 65 and over. We meet at Saint Nicolas’ Place
every Wednesday from 1 – 3 pm and have a varied programme of events.

Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship Carol Devic 0121  458 7667, St Nicolas’ Parish Office 0121 458
3289

A group for women of all ages. We meet on the first Thursday of every month from 2-3 pm at
Saint Nicolas’ Place and offer a variety of activities.
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Kings Norton Women’s Institute

The WI is now the largest voluntary women's organisation in the UK. It plays a unique role in
enabling women to take part in a wide variety of activities and to campaign on issues that
matter to them and their communities. To accommodate the preferences of members, the
Kings Norton WI activity is divided into afternoon and evening groups, each of which meets
once a month at the Friends' Meeting House, Watford Road, Cotteridge.

Women’s Institute (Afternoon group) Sally Saunders 0121 458 6019. Meets every third Tuesday
of the month from 2pm till 4pm; (Evening group) Marion Atkin 0121 441 5817. Meets every
third Monday of the month 7 pm for 7.30 pm.

Kings Norton Rotary Club  Colin Guy 0121 444 2020, colinguy1930@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary is an international network of clubs for business and professional men and women,
both active and retired. Clubs are committed to helping local and overseas communities. The
local branch meets most Tuesdays for lunch and fellowship at the Kings Heath Cricket Club,
247 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 6DT. Visitors are welcome at most meetings, but
should contact Colin Guy in advance.

Bournville Townswomen’s Guild  Sue Davis 0121 608 0646

South Birmingham only has two local Townswomen’s Guilds and the appropriate one for
ladies in Kings Norton is the one based in Bournville, established 65 years ago. A flourishing
Guild, it covers parishes within a five mile radius and several current members come from
Kings Norton. The group meets every fourth Monday of the month at the Friends’ Meeting
House in Bournville from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

Kings Norton 41 Club Michael Bunn 07 831 775 473

We are a group of former Round Tablers which meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at the KN Tennis Club for dinner and a themed talk. Any former members, or former
Round Tablers, interested in joining us please make contact beforehand.

Kings Norton Supper Club  Annette Dickers 0121 459 2700 ardickers@outlook.com

We meet every month at  at Kings Norton Golf Club for a two-course evening meal with
coffee followed by a speaker. Membership is £12 per annum plus payment for the supper.

Kings Norton Society  Annette Dickers 0121 459 2700 ardickers@outlook.com

We are a group of very sociable people of all ages (not a youth club), now in our 59th year.
We meet once a month at Kings Norton Tennis Club, usually on the last Friday of the month.
Attendance normally averages 40 people or more. We have supper and a varied programme
of events.
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SPECIALIST INTEREST GROUPS

U3A (University of the Third Age) www.u3a.org.uk, knu3a.membership@gmail.com
Kings Norton’s local U3A was successfully established in the first few months of 2017. The
U3A is a nationwide organisation based on local groups providing opportunities for retired
and semi-retired people to come together and develop their interests. Run on a voluntary
basis, it sees members sharing their knowledge and experience with others in interest groups
through informal activity sessions covering a wide range of subjects and activities.

Spoken Trend tom_mccann@hotmail.co.uk and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter  @spo-
kentrend, Tom McCann

Spoken Trend is King’s Norton’s first regular venture into ‘open-mic’ spoken word and
performance poetry. Launched in January 2017, it is already attracting a significant audience.
It gives participants of all ages, many completely new to the activity, the opportunity to
perform their own works in front of like-minded people. It takes place on the first floor of the
Bull’s Head pub on the last Wednesday of every month. Those wanting to perform should
check in from 7.00 pm.  The event is free for performers while spectators pay a £3 entry fee.

Kings Norton Photography Society www.kingsnortonphotographicsociety.com

Membership is open to men and women of all ages, from beginners to advanced. We meet
at Kings Norton Tennis Club most Wednesday evenings from 8.00 pm-10.00 pm throughout
the season (October – April inclusive) with a varied programme of events and outings.

Kings Norton Patchwork and Quilting Group Sally Barney 07778 025725 or Deirdre Barker
07980 284416.

We welcome people of all levels of ability.  The group meets every Tuesday in term time at the
Friends’ Meeting House in Bournville from 10.00 am till 3.00 pm.

Birmingham Philatelic Society www.birminghamphilatelic.co.uk, Robert Shaw, 0121 415 5226

We are a group of stamp and postcard collectors, sharing our hobby through displays, buying
and selling material, auctions and visits. Everyone with an interest is welcome including
beginners. Our daytime meetings start at 2.00 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House in Cotteridge.

Greenlands Chess Club www.chess.com/club/greenlands, Richard Collett 0121 458 7617 or 07874
216935

We are a small, friendly chess club, meeting most Tuesdays from 7.00 pm at the Greenlands
Social Club in Longbridge Lane. We have members of all standards playing friendly or compet-
itive league chess. New members are always welcome:. There is a fee of £2 per night (the first
two visits are free) or annual membership is £40.
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Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary's Hospice  www.birminghamhospice.org.uk
suebarkerdavies@gmail.com, Sue Davies 0121 608 0646

We are a local group of volunteers who raise money to care for people living with life-limiting
illnesses, their families and carers in Birmingham and Sandwell.  We organize fundraising
activities such as regular charity quizzes and stalls at local festivals.  We also aim to raise
awareness of the wide range of services offered by the hospice.  We meet locally at 7.00 pm
on the 2nd Monday of each month so, if you might like to join us or can spare a couple of
hours occasionally to help, please contact Sue (as above).

Kings Heath Horticultural Society bron.salway@blueyonder.co.uk

Kings Heath Horticultural Society is the local horticultural society for Kings Norton residents.
It usually meets at Manningford Hall on Bells Lane, B14 5TJ.  We have a wide range of speakers
on gardening-related topics. We also hold two informal shows, spring and summer, where
members display and then vote for their favourites.  We meet from March to December,
usually on the first Monday of the month at 7.00 pm for a 7.30 pm start.  Membership costs
£6 annually plus £2 members' entrance fee per meeting, or £3 for visitors. For more
information please email Bron Salway.

Mentor Link www.mentorlink.org.uk, Elaine Southall 0805 937347,
elaine.southall@mentorlink.org.uk

Mentor Link is a children's charity supporting vulnerable and distressed children and young
people. It works with schools across much of the West Midlands, including Kings Norton. It is
seeking locally-based volunteers to help its work for one or two hours a week. Full training is
provided.

SPORTS & EXERCISE CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

Health Exchange www.healthexchange.org.uk, 0800 1583535

Health Exchange creates an ongoing dialogue with the Birmingham community about health
and wellbeing.  It advises local volunteers who wish to offer relevant activities. A Health
Exchange-supported walk, lasting for up to two hours with a break, takes place every Friday
from 10.30 am, beginning in the car park of Kings Norton Park. Anyone interested in joining
the group should contact walk leader Sally Saunders on 0121 458 6019.

South Birmingham Ramblers www.sbramblers.co.uk

Every week we meet up in Kings Norton Playing Fields Car Park to car share to the start of our
walks. These are between 5 and 11 miles on various days of the week. For our current
programme, please see our website and contact the walk leader for further details. For those
interested in gentler exercise, we also have fortnightly mini walks on Tuesdays of approxi-
mately 2 miles, starting at 10 am: please contact Jenny (0121 444 4094) for further information.
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Active Parks, www.beactivebirmingham.co.uk, 0121 464 2012

Active Parks, part of the City Council's Birmingham Wellbeing initiative, works in partnership
with various organisations in order to offer a wide variety of free physical activities across
Birmingham parks. With the Friends of Kings Norton Park group, depending on the season, it
offers a range of local events, from jogging to Tai Chi, normally meeting in the Westhill Road
car park at Kings Norton Park.

Kings Norton Tennis Club, Grange Hill Road B38 8RE www.kingsnortontennis.co.uk, 0121 458
2351

Our members benefit from all-year round use of tennis courts (except on rare occasions when
club matches or coaching take priority) and access to members’ club nights. Membership
fees are lower than many clubs in the area, with discounts for couples as well as families.

Kings Norton Motorcycle Club www.evoice.org.uk/knmcc, Gordon Green 07504 676766

Formed in Kings Norton in 1944, we are a family-friendly motorcycle club with interests
ranging across all types of motorcycles, from classic to modern. Some members take part in
trials, scrambles, and hill climbs. We meet weekly on Thursdays at the Woodbourne Sports
and Social Club in Rumbush Lane, Earlswood from 8.00 pm onwards. There is a thriving
programme of social activities.

Kings Norton Golf Club Brockhill Lane B48 7ED, www.kingsnortongolfclub.co.uk, 01564 826789

We offer one of the premier golf courses in the West Midlands, set in 220 acres of beautiful
parkland and featuring 27 holes of championship standard, a par 3 short course, a putting
green and practice facilities. Applications for membership are welcome. Our impressive
Grade 2 listed Weatheroak Hall clubhouse is also a popular venue for weddings, private
parties and marketing events. Throughout spring and summer 2018 the club is running a
series of lessons for ladies who want to get in to golf. Participants do not need any special
golf gear, clubs and balls are provided. The cost is £25 for 5 lessons. More details on the Home
and Ladies’ pages of our website.

Push Bikes www.pushbikes.org.uk/event/bournville-gentle-cycling, John & Hilary Porter 0121
477 2156

Push Bikes is a Birmingham campaign group for better cycling, encouraging people who are
not regular cyclists to get on their bikes for easy and sociable outings. Routes, normally of 10
to 12 miles, are mostly traffic-free, exploring local paths and parks and going at the pace of
the slowest participant. New riders are always welcome. The nearest local group to Kings
Norton meets at 10.00 on Saturdays at Rowheath Pavilion, Heath Road, B30 1HH.

Black Adder Clog Morris, blackaddersecretary@gmail.com or find us on Facebook

Morris Dancing is an ideal way of having fun and keeping fit. Dancers and musicians, begin-
ners or advanced, men and women are welcomed by Black Adder. We meet most Thursdays
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(except August) from 8.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. in Selly Oak Friends’ Meeting House at 930
Bristol Rd South, Birmingham B29 6NB. If you want to come along, please email us to check
we're meeting that week.

COMMUNITY CENTRES & VENUES

Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green B38 8RU, www.saintnicolasplace.co.uk,
info@saintnicolasplace.co.uk, 0121 458 1223 .

Kings Norton Library, Pershore Road South, Birmingham. B30 3EU
kings.norton.library@birmingham.gov.uk , 0121 464 1532

Druids Heath Library, 1 Idmiston Croft, Birmingham B14 5NU, druids.heath.library
@birmingham.gov.uk, 0121 303 7171

The libraries provide a wide range of books, CDs and material for all ages including communi-
ty information and local history. There are also meeting rooms for hire and internet access.
The Libraries organise a range of regular events including activities for children and other
specific interest groups.

Bells Farm Community Centre, Bells Farm Close B14 5QP, www.bellsfarm.org.uk, 0121 433 3532

Greaves Hall, Greaves Square B38 9LX  www.opkn.co.uk/greaveshall, 0121 448 8760

Hawkesley Community Centre, 51 Edgwood Road B38 9RN,
www.facebook.com/HawkesleyCommunityCentre, 0121 399 0122

The centre organises a number of regular activities. Each Monday, between 5.30 and 7.30 pm,
we offer exciting free activities for young people aged 11-17: just turn up. We also have a
weekly Wellbeing Wednesday lunch for those aged 50 and over, with a free activity, costing
£5.50. Please book in advance. We also run a drop-in centre for young adults aged 18-25 for
help with job applications, or just a cup of tea and a chat. You can bring children, but please
ensure they are supervised.

Manningford Hall, Bells Lane B14 5RY,  www.manningfordhall.com, 0121 430 6005.

MUSIC VENUES

Tower of Song, 107 Pershore Road South, B30 3JC,  www.towerofsong.co.uk, 0121  486 1300

We are a thriving music venue, created by a team of local volunteers and featuring music to
suit all tastes. Most shows start from 8:30-9pm. Every Wednesday we have Rea River Roots
and every Thursday is our Crossroads Blues Club. Please check our website for information on
all events.
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The Church in the Parish
We are a Church of England Team Parish in partnership with the Methodist

Church, serving all in Kings Norton through St Nicolas Parish Church and
Hawkesley and Immanuel District Churches.

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists
To be a worshipping transforming partnership in Christ

To live out God’s radical hospitality for all
To be equipped for work in God’s world

St Nicolas’ Parish Church
on The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (with “Oasis” for 7’s-11’s)

2nd Sunday  10.30 am Parade Service or Morning Worship for all ages
12.30 pm Holy Baptism (1st and 3rd Sundays of the month)
6 pm Evening Worship (see below)

Every Sunday evening we offer prayer, music and quiet. 1st Sunday: Taizé Prayer,
2nd Sunday: Holy Communion with Prayer for Healing, 3rd Sunday: Night Prayer

(Compline) and Reflection, 4th/5th Sundays:  Evening Prayer or Creative Worship.

Mon & Weds 9 am Morning Prayer

Hawkesley Church (Anglican & Methodist)
 at Hawkesley Academy on the corner of Shannon Road and Old Partway, Kings Norton, B38 9TR

Sunday  10.30am  Worship and Children’s Activities (5-11’s)
   1st & 3rd Sundays   Morning Worship
   2nd & 4th Sundays   Holy Communion
Tuesday 10am  Hawkesley Coffee Morning (every two weeks)

Immanuel Church
at Saint Nicolas’ Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU

Sunday  10.30am  Worship (with “Oasis” for those at Primary School)
1st & 3rd Sundays   Holy Communion;
2nd Sunday    Joint service with either St Nicolas’ or Hawkesley
4th  Sunday   All-Age Worship
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During the Week

We open Saint Nicolas’ Church as much as we can so that all may share God’s peace and
promise in a space where they have been found and trusted for centuries. There is a

place for you within its story. Please pray that more will know it as a safe place for prayer
and healing, where sorrow and joy are held in God’s love.  All are welcome.

Wednesday  10.00 am - 12.00 noon : Open Church
Thursday 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm : Marriage and Christening (Baptism) enquiries in

Saint Nicolas’ Church
Saturday 10.00 am - 12.00 noon : Coffee and “Knit & Natter” in St Nicolas’ Church

.

Children’s Activities

Bumps & Babies: for new and expectant parents, in St Nicolas’ Church every Monday
from 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm. Tiny Tots: for 0-5’s and their parents or carers every Thursday

at 9.00 am in St Nicolas’ Church.

Children are welcome at all services in all our churches. We offer All-Age worship and
special activities for children on certain Sundays.

Please see our weekly newsletter for details.

Growing in Faith

We are exploring fresh ways for all to grow in faith, those making their very first step,
those who have made many and those who are rediscovering God’s love after times of

change. Please ask in each church or see our website for details.

Help us to keep our Parish Church open

It costs almost £1,000 a week to keep St Nicolas’ Church open. We welcome all financial
support through donations and especially through regular Planned Giving. Do ask for

details and, if a taxpayer, ask how you can Gift Aid your offering.

Christening (Baptism) and Weddings

Saint Nicolas’ Church is open on Thursday evenings between 6.30 pm and 8.00 pm for
enquiries about Christenings & weddings. This is an opportunity to make a booking to

talk about these services in more detail.

More details at www.kingsnorton.org.uk
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk    0121 458 3289
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Monday 2 September
● Kings Heath Horticultural Society, Manningford Hall, Bells Lane, 7.00 pm for

7.30 pm: Duncan Coombs 'Herbaceous Borders'

Tuesday 3 September
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● U3A (University of the Third Age) Monthly Meeting, St Joseph's & St Helen's

Church Hall, Station Road, Cotteridge, 2.00 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm
● Kings Norton Supper Club, Kings Norton Golf Club, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm : Gillian

Ellis, 'Selly Manor'

Wednesday 4 September
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Local History Group, Kings Norton Library, 2.00 pm-4.00 pm
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Armchair

Exercise & Bingo
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 5 September
● Kings Norton Women's Fellowship, St Nicolas' Place, 2.00-3.00 pm
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge, 2.00 pm:

Keith Thomas, 'Aspects of Sarawak'
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8.00 - 10.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 6 September
● Kings Norton Library 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's

Saturday 7 September
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am

Events Diary Sept 2019
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● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium
Green, 10.30 am

Monday 9 September
● Kings Norton Fundraising Group for St Mary's Hospice Quiz, Stirchley United

Social Club, 41 Hazelwell Lane, B30 2PR, 8.00 pm

Tuesday 10 September
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields

car park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Bournville,

10.00 am- 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 11 September
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Music with

Norma and Olly
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 12 September
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8.00 - 10.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 13 September
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's

Saturday 14 September
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
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Monday 16 September
● Kings Norton Women's Institute (evening group), Friends' Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 7.00 pm

Tuesday 17 September
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Bournville,

10.00 am- 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Kings Norton Women's Institute (afternoon group), Friends' Meeting House,

Cotteridge, 2.00-4.00 pm: John Butterworth 'The Nurse who made changes in
Guinea Bissau'

● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 18 September
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club: Outing to Acton Scott Working Farm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 19 September
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8.00 - 10.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 20 September
● Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's

Saturday 21 September
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start
● Code Club, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.00 am
● Book Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 - 11.30 am
● Fields Millennium Green Trust volunteer working party, Fields Millennium

Green, 10.30 am

Monday 23 September
● Bournville Townswomen's Guild, Friends' Meeting House, Bournville, 2.00-4.00

pm
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Tuesday 24 September
● South Birmingham Ramblers: two-mile gentle walk, Kings Norton Playing Fields

car park, 10.00 am
● Kings Norton Patchwork & Quilting Group, Friends' Meeting House, Bournville,

10.00 am- 3.00 pm
● Friends of Kings Norton Nature Reserve conservation workout, 10.30 am -1.00

pm (for venue see website)
● Funday Tuesday for babies & under 5s, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 -11.30 am
● Creative Writing Group, Kings Norton Library, 10.30 am -12.30 pm
● Greenlands Chess Club, 7.00 pm

Wednesday 25 September
● Coffee morning, Kings Norton Library, 10.30-11.30 am
● Kings Norton Seniors' Club, Saint Nicolas' Place, 1.00-3.00 pm: Music with Nigel

Strong
● Spoken Trend 'open mic' spoken word and poetry event, The Bull's Head, The

Green: performers report 7.00 pm, event begins at 7.30 pm
● Rea River Roots, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Thursday 26 September
● Birmingham Philatelic Society, Friends' Meeting House, Cotteridge 2.00 pm:

Committee meeting
● Councillors' Surgery, Kings Norton Library, 4.30 pm
● Black Adder Clog Morris, Friends Meeting House, Selly Oak, 8.00 - 10.00 pm
● Kings Norton Motorcycle Club, Woodbourne Social Club, Earlswood, 8.00 pm
● Crossroads Blues Club, Tower of Song, 8.30 pm

Friday 27 September
● Health Exchange local walk, Kings Norton Park car park, 10.30 am (all walkers,

especially new participants, please check with Sally on 0121 458 6019)
● Kings Norton Library, 2.15-2.45pm: Crafty Tales for the Under 5's
● Kings Norton Society, Kings Norton Tennis Club, 7.00 pm: 'RMS Titanic Then

and Now'

Saturday 28 September
● Push Bikes, Rowheath Pavilion, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start

Monday 30 September
● Kings Norton History Society, St Nicolas' Place, 7.00 pm for 7.30 pm: David Hess

'Collar the lot - the awful truth about the internment of enemy aliens 1940-45'
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Saint Nicolas’ Place Weekly Diary
Monday
Pilates with Julia 11.00 - 12.00
Rainbows 5.30 pm
Guides 7.00 pm
Zumba 7.00 pm (Verity  07 966 690 476)
Cantare Community Choir 7.30-9.00 pm (Rebecca 07 803 900 154)
Kings Norton History Society 7.30 pm (last Monday of the month)

Tuesday
Slimming World 9.30 am-11.00 am & 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm  (Nicola  07 875 555 958)
Rhythm Time 9.30 am – 12.30 pm (Vicky  0121 447 7632)
Circle Dancing 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm (Jan Davies  0121 476 1301)
Brownies 6.00 pm- 7.30 pm

Wednesday
Extend Exercise Class 9.30 – 11.00 am
Shapes & Adders Toddler Maths 9.45 - 10.45 am
Kings Norton Seniors’ Club 1.00 pm-3.00 pm (contact Saint Nicolas' Place Office)
FSK Karate 4.30 pm – 6.00 pm (07 703 754 900)
Deeley’s Dragon Martial Arts 6.30-7.30 pm
(enquiries@beeches-martialarts.co.uk)
Pilates 7.15 - 8.15 pm

Thursday
Kings Norton Women’s Fellowship (first
Thursday of month) 2.00 -3.00 pm
Brownies 6.30 pm-8.30 pm
Total Pilates 6.30 pm-7.30 pm (Pauline Aus-
tin 07 773 782 463)
Yoga Really Works Pregnancy Class 6.30 -
7.30 pm

Friday
Illumination Youth Theatre 4.00 – 5.30 pm
(ages 5-10); 5.30 - 7.00 pm (ages 11-18)
(Melanie 07 766 724 834)
Yoga Really Works Stretch & Relax with Baby
11.00-12.00 noon

Saturday
Feel  the Rhythm Dance School for children
and young people 10.00 am-1.00 pm (Donna
07 788 528 504)

Kings Norton
Farmers’ Market

The Green, Kings Norton,
Birmingham B38

2nd Saturday Each Month

Next market
Sat 14th September

2019
9.00 - 2.00

Founded 1616, re-established
2005. The first Community
Interest Farmers’ Market

in Britain
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You may have watched the series
War on Plastics aired on BBC1 earlier
this summer in which Anita Rani and
Hugh Fernley-Whittingstall looked at
plastics from various angles,
including production, usage,
recycling or disposal. It became
increasingly clear, during episode 3,
that the only sensible option is to
seriously reduce our plastics usage.
Simply getting better at recycling
without also reducing usage will not
solve the problem of mountains of
plastic waste. The main culprit was,
of course, single-use plastic, or those
with a short life-span, such as cheap
‘freebie’ toys. Earlier in this series of
articles, I touched on refill options
for liquid laundry and cleaning
products and I will investigate more
options later. The two other major
areas the programme looked at
were bottled water and wet wipes.

Wet wipes in all their forms (kitchen,
bathroom, baby, etc) are something
I have never used. They didn't exist
when I was a child and the family
households closest to me as a
teenager and young adult didn't use
them either, so I never learnt to rely
on their very evident convenience.

They contain plastic and contribute
a massive percentage to the scourge
of single-use plastics. A damp flannel
in a several-times-used food bag
works just as well for travelling and
child care needs, and reusable
cleaning cloths will do for everything
else. Knitted dishcloths last for years
and the yarn is usually composed of
natural fibres, so it will fully degrade
at the end of its life. Much of the
programme centred around a Bristol
street, chosen because it
represented a typical suburban
street of mixed ages, family
groupings, ethnicities, educational
backgrounds and incomes.

Two statistics stood out from the
programme for me: one was the 45%
reduction in single-use plastics
which the participating residents
achieved (and they didn't all
instantly become ‘eco-freaks’). The
other was that, by 2050, 15% of
global carbon emissions will be
caused by the production of plastics
if there is no change in usage, and
that doesn't include any figures
created by recycling.

Sylvia Fox

Sustainability 4
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Foodbank News
At the B30 Foodbank, we keep a lot of
statistics about our activities. This is partly
because that is what the Trussell Trust
requires us to do, but it also enables us to
see trends of giving and demand. This
information then helps us to target giving
to demand as best as we can.

I hesitate to use the word demand, because
those who come do so with
embarrassment and severely dented
dignity, asking, hoping and certainly not
demanding.

For the period between January and June
this year, the bar charts showed a
frightening increase in demand, with large
increases over last year's figures, which had
themselves been higher than the previous
year’s, until May. In June, demand was very
close to that of 2018 and this month it is
significantly lower than it was in 2018. It is
too early to see if this is a one-off blip or the
beginning of a reversal of some very high
peaks. We hope it might be the latter, but
reality suggests that it may well be the
former.

One positive action which may be
beginning to show itself in the figures is the
amount of help that Benefits Adviser Adam
Booth is able to give our 'shoppers'. In less
than 3 months, Adam has seen 125 clients,
giving initial advice and personal follow-up.
He has helped them to claim a staggering
£9,430 in new benefits and £3,454 in back-
dated benefits, to all of which they are
completely entitled. It is simply that the
system is so complex that they had
previously failed to access their benefits
successfully.

A couple of months ago, I referred to the
idea of 'stopping people falling in the river
in the first place' rather than rescuing them
when they fell in. Adam's work is getting us
one step closer to that goal. If your income
is at a realistic level, then you can feed,
clothe and house yourself to a decent
standard and can begin to plan for
education and employment, building up a
financial resilience that is beyond the grasp
of so many of our nation's inhabitants.

Sylvia Fox
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Kings Norton fundraisers
named ‘Cross City Heroes’
Generous fundraisers from Kings Norton
are celebrating a recent award after
being named a ‘Cross City Hero’ by West
Midlands Railway. The Kings Norton
Fundraising Group, which collectively
raises funds for Birmingham St Mary’s
Hospice and whose events are included
on our What’s On Diary every month,
have been recognised for their
outstanding commitment to the local
charity, following years of dedicated
fundraising and volunteering.

The group has raised more than £15,000
for the Hospice, hosting regular quizzes
at Stirchley United Club, tombolas and
raffles at Kings Norton’s summer festival,
and tea and coffee mornings at local GPs'
surgeries. Members also devote
hundreds of hours of their time to
volunteer for the charity, with some
providing a listening ear to patients and
others providing vital administrative and
fundraising support.

West Midlands Railway is celebrating 40
years of passenger services on its Cross
City Line. To commemorate the
anniversary, the company has
recognised deserving community groups
near every station along the route,
calling them ‘Cross City Heroes’.

The group has received a plaque from
the rail company, which is now on
display at Kings Norton station. Eileen
McCann, one of its founding members,
said: 'It was a real surprise to be
nominated and to win the award. The
group came together six years ago as
several of us had experienced the
wonderful care and support of
Birmingham St Mary’s. We wanted to
give something back whilst bringing
together local people from the Kings
Norton community.'

This year, Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice
is also celebrating its 40th anniversary. It
now supports over 400 people every day
across Birmingham and Sandwell,
providing care in people’s homes, in the
community, at its Day Hospice facility
and at the Hospice’s Inpatient Unit.

Lucy Watkins, head of fundraising at
Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice, said: 'It
costs £9 million to run the Hospice every
year, over 60% of which must come from
voluntary donations, so the work of the
Kings Norton group really does make a
difference to the people we care for.'

The group’s next quiz is on Monday 9th
September. See our Diary for details.
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On 19th July 2019, a group from Kings
Norton Parish joined with others to
pray the Litany in the ruins of the old
Cathedral before moving to the
modern Cathedral for a short service
of Holy Communion in the Unity
Chapel, an ecumenical chapel
designed with many features
'symbolising the hope that all mankind

will come together in peace'.

We made the visit from Kings Norton
as a follow up to this year's Lent
course on reconciliation, a pilot
developed by the Archbishop of
Canterbury's Reconciliation Ministry
which will soon be available for wider
use in Churches and elsewhere.  Those

Every weekday at noon, the Coventry Litany of Reconciliation is prayed
in Coventry Cathedral: a daily reminder that 'all have sinned and fallen
short of the glory of God' and it asks us to 'be kind to one another,
tender hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you'.

From Ruins to Reconciliation

Coventry Cathedral
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Coventry Cathedral

of us who followed the Lent course at
Hawkesley and St Nicolas' Churches
were asked for our thoughts on it and
for suggestions on how the Ministry
of Reconciliation might be deepened
by further study and activity at parish
level.  One of the things we felt we
should do was to visit our
neighbouring city of Coventry to learn
more about and to refresh our
understanding of the important
contribution made by the city and the
cathedral to the cause of
reconciliation, understanding and
forgiveness in the modern world.

Why Coventry?  Coventry's medieval
cathedral was bombed almost to
destruction in November 1940.   Only
the tower and spire and parts of the
exterior walls, including the chancel
remain.   On the chancel wall are
painted the two words 'Father

forgive', chosen by the then Provost
Richard Howard to indicate that God's
forgiveness is for everyone and that
we all bear responsibility for conflict,
whether as individuals or collectively.

Out of this war-time devastation grew
the Cathedral's Ministry of Peace and
Reconciliation which has had a
profound influence in the United
Kingdom, elsewhere in Europe and
more widely ; and the Community of
the Cross of Nails, a Christian network
of over 200 churches and
organisations in 45 countries 'sharing
a common commitment to work and
pray for peace, justice and
reconciliation'.

We learnt more about the theme of
reconciliation from Stacey, an intern
with the Community of the Cross of
Nails who took us on an uplifting tour

Photos © Chris Watson
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of the cathedral, old and new,
enabling us to appreciate some of the
symbolism of its design  and to
understand why in a national poll in
the 1990s the Cathedral was elected
as the nation's favourite 20th century
building.

The Cathedral's  impact owes much to
the architect Sir Basil Spence who
from 1950 to the Cathedral's
consecration and opening in 1962
worked with a team of gifted
colleagues and contemporary artists
such as Graham Sutherland whose
stunning tapestry 'Christ in Glory'
(opposite page, bottom left) fills the
east wall of the modern cathedral;
and John Piper who designed the
abstract stained glass for the
baptistry, while other artists were
commissioned to design the ten floor
to ceiling windows with their green,
red, multi-coloured, blue and gold
abstract glass that provide constantly
changing illumination to the nave,
especially when viewed from the
chancel towards the west end with
the ruins of the old cathedral in the
background.    One of Basil Spence's
inspirations was that the old
cathedral should not be demolished;
and that there should be connectivity
between the old and the new
buildings, symbolising Christ's journey
from life to death to resurrection.

Other significant symbols we
discussed included the Charred Cross,
formed of two roof timbers from the

medieval cathedral that, in the
bombing, had fallen to the ground in
the shape of the Cross. The original
was placed first on the High Altar of
the old Cathedral but is now in the
new building above the steps leading
to St Michael's Hall.  The original Cross
of Nails, the symbol of the Cathedral's
Ministry of Peace and Reconciliation,
made of three roof nails from the old
cathedral, is at the centre of the altar
cross at the heart of the new
cathedral.

There is so much more that could be
said about the 'Coventry story', its
impact on the world and its
contribution to the furtherance of
peace, understanding, hope and
reconciliation.  If you'd like to know
more, Coventry Cathedral has an
excellent website (www.
coventrycathedral.org.uk) the help of
which in writing this article I am happy
to acknowledge.  Those of us who
were fortunate to visit there in July
enjoyed the fellowship of the
occasion and the spiritual insight
gained; as well as a pleasant lunch in
the cathedral's 1940s themed café
which is popular with Cathedral staff
and visitors and members of the local
community.  Many thanks to
Catherine Matlock for arranging the
visit and to Catherine and Jayne
Crooks for guiding us through an
inspirational and thought-provoking
Lent course.

Chris Watson
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Here are a few thoughts gleaned
from Bishop John Pritchard, as we
draw this project to its conclusion,
although I pray that the prayer will
go on and that you will continue to
use the prayer resources at the back
of St Nicolas’  Church. Look out for
the ‘Kingdom Season’ Morning and
Evening Prayer at the end of
October.

What prayer is not

It's not magic! We're not rubbing the
genie's lamp and getting what we
want, or putting our bank card in the
ATM of the Bank of Almighty God.
There is, in other words, no
guarantee that what we pray for is
going to yield a precise response.
But, on the other hand, we can
certainly be sure that no prayer is
ever not answered.

It's not persuading God to do what

God would not otherwise have done.
Our prayer isn't changing God's mind
or overcoming God's reluctance; it's
taking hold of God's willingness and
putting our love at God's disposal.
Remember, we are not telling God
anything God doesn't already know.
God is already determined to work
for the very best outcome. So it isn't
necessary in our prayers to stack up
as much fire-power as possible to
breach God's defences. God is
already and always on our side.

We should be prepared

…for wonderful things to happen
when we pray

…and to be disappointed too; after
all, we live in a finite world (you can't
have dry rain or square circles)

However, we don't know where the
limits of Almighty Love are, so we can

Enriching Prayer
Part 5 - Some Final Thoughts

I hope that you have been enriched by the articles in
recent editions on prayer and, if you have managed
to get to church during the summer months, that you
have been helped by our sermon series on prayer too.
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pray hopefully about anything and
everything, and then leave it to God,
who is always working for the best
outcomes possible in a finite world.

God's love is constant

God is always 'on our side' and
working for our well-being. People
have somehow got the idea that
God's love is unreliable or that he's
always on the watch to see if we step
out of line. Nothing could be further
from the truth. God is always rooting
for us, cheering us on. 'lf God is for
us, who is against us? He who did not
withhold his own Son but gave him
up for all of us, will he not also give us
everything else?' (Romans 8.31,32).
God is fundamentally 'with us'.

Answers to prayer come in many
forms

We often have a simple yes/no
approach to prayer answers. But
relationships are much more subtle
than that, and prayer is a
relationship, not a mechanism.
Answers could come as yes, no, not a
good idea, if, let's keep working on
this, wouldn't this be better, hang on
a bit, nice try, probably, could you do
this, high-five - all sorts. Like any
relationship our responses to each
other are much more nuanced than a
flat yes or no. But all prayer is
answered in some way, just as every
child's request receives an answer
from a parent, even if not quite the

one the child wanted. 'Can a woman
forget her nursing-child or show no
compassion for the child of her
womb?' (Isaiah 49.15) But even if she
could, God can't.

Our prayers will never be perfect

We don't have the complete picture
so we just do our best. But,
wonderfully, God saw that problem
and sent the Holy Spirit to pray in us.
'The Spirit helps us in our weakness;
for we do not know how to pray as
we ought, but that very Spirit
intercedes with sighs too deep for
words.' (Romans 8.26). So there is no
pressure to make the perfect prayer.

We don't have to understand how
prayer 'works'; we just have to do as
Jesus did

Jesus prayed constantly to his Father.
He disappeared whenever he could
to be with his Father in prayer, taking
to God the needs he had at that time:
for resilience in facing the
temptations of his future ministry;
for energy in the midst of a punishing
schedule; for wisdom in choosing the
twelve disciples; for strength to face
the final hurdle. To his disciples, and
so to us, he said, 'When (notice it is
not 'if') you pray, say: 'Father,
hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come. Give us each day our
daily bread...' (Luke 11.2,3)

The Reverend Jayne Crooks
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Parish Pilgrimage

In our July and August issues (pages
48-49 and 44 respectively) we
provided a detailed introduction to our
forthcoming pilgrimage to Rome and
Assisi. If you can’t find a printed copy,
previous editions of the magazine are
always available in the Documents
section of the parish website.

This month, we have some more details
for you.

The price is £995.00 per person. This
can be spread out in monthly payments
of £75 per person between November
2019 and August 2020, when the
balance is due. This is after an initial
non-refundable deposit of £250.00 per
person, due before 1st October 2019.
This must be accompanied by a
completed booking form, which has the
payments options on it. Coach transfers
between St. Nicolas’ Church, Kings
Norton and St. Francis of Assisi,
Bournville to and from the airport, and
between the airport and the hotels are
included. Also included are flights,
dinner, bed and breakfast and some
other excursions.

Accommodation will be in shared

rooms, with a limited number of single
rooms available at extra cost. Other
extras include a light lunch on some
days and any hold luggage (£50 per
person per bag return). Hand luggage
with Jet2 is a generous 10 kgs:
maximum size of bag 56cms x 45cms x
25cms.

There will be a meeting on Sunday
15th September  in the Lady Chapel
at St Nicolas’ Church after the
10.30am service. There is also a
meeting at 12 noon at St. Francis of
Assisi on Saturday 31st August in the
Lower Room if you would like to meet
some of the folk we hope will be our
companion pilgrims. There will be a
social occasion in October with St.
Francis’ church. Details will be
announced later.

If you are unable to attend either of
these occasions but would like more
information, and to express a wish to
join us, leave your name and telephone
number and/or email address with
Judy Ash in the Parish Office. Contact
details are at the foot of page 27.

Thelma Mitchell

Rome and Assisi : An Update
Kings Norton Team Ministry and St. Francis of Assisi, Bournville
joint pilgrimage to Assisi and Rome, 12th – 19th October 2020
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Marriages & Wedding Blessings
6th July Adam Mayors & Amy-Jo Berwick
20th July Sean Hackett & Tina Harris
27th July Keith Alfred Leonard Green & Janet Eleanor Green (50 years)

July 2019

Baptisms
July 2019

7th July Frankie John Ray Grassow
 Elsie Lauren Ellen Rene Buller
 Haidon Matthew James Buller
21st July Harper-Ivy Davies

“BAPTISM marks the beginning of a
journey with God which continues for
the rest of our lives, the first step in
response to God’s love.  ”

The Baptism Service, Common Worship

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not perish
but may have eternal life.”  (John ch.3 v.16)

2nd July Marjorie Preston 96 Cr.LH
11th July Philip Andrew Messer 69 SN.Bu.KN
16th July Harper Lily Jenkins 5 SN.Bu.BE
18th July Lesley Thomas 75 Cr.LH

Funerals
July 2019

SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church, Cr : Cremation, Bu : Burial,
In : Ashes interred, BE : Brandwood End, KN : Kings Norton, LH : Lodge Hill
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Sent: 17 July 2019 10:42

To: Pauline Weaver

Subject:  Battle of Britain Tapestry

Dear Ms Weaver,

Thank you for your enquiry regarding the
Battle of Britain Tapestry which was
based on the Battle of Britain window in
Westminster Abbey. I have looked into it
and have concluded that the following
information may be of use to you.

The tapestry was first thought of by Flt Lt
R Crook whilst in hospital, sometime after
the Second World War, with the intention
of giving members of the RAF
occupational therapy, as well as giving it
to the RAF Benevolent Fund, once
completed. Whilst two panels were
painted by him during this time, the

process of completing the tapestry was
fulfilled 40 years later, when Crook made
drawings of the 48 panels.

In total, 11 artists (from The Artist Book
Club Publication) and 48 needleworkers
(of which 60% were recruited through the
Embroiderers Guild) were involved in
finishing the tapestry. Overall, it is
estimated that 100 hours were spent on
the artwork, whereas 250 hours were
spent on sewing, however, this was of
course highly variable depending on the
person and their skills. 2,367,700 stitches
can be found on the tapestry in total, with
approximately 48,000 on each panel. The
total time spent on planning,
preparation, administration and
execution of the Battle of Britain
Tapestry was five years.

Please find an image attached from the
catalogue. I have also attached some

The Battle of

Britain

Tapestry
Since we published our article last month about the mystery of the
Battle of Britain Tapestry (August 2019, pp.12-13, Found in a Skip), local
sleuths have been hard at work tracking down the lost masterpiece
and any information they can find about the people involved. Some
fascinating facts have started to emerge, some of which are contained
in this email, sent to Pauline Weaver by the Royal Air Force Museum.
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photocopied extracts from a booklet
about the Tapestry which we hold in the
Library collection which provides a guide
to the panels and a list of the people
involved.

At the moment, the Battle of Britain
Tapestry is not on loan, however, we have
a loans programme which allows people

to request the loan of an item from the
collection [...]

If you are interested in seeing the
Tapestry in person, it is currently located
in Stafford. Please let us know if you
would like to arrange this.

Thank you for contacting the RAF
Museum.
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Never A Dull Moment

Once again, we are at sea and outward
bound to the Far East on a large
container ship the MV Kowloon Bay.
My own department was working well
and good standards of food were being
maintained. The only fly in the
ointment was our Captain. He could be
very picky at times, to say the least. I
got on reasonably well with the man.
He would frequently elaborate about
the virtues of Herne Bay, where he
resided. I made a mental note never to
go near the place if such characters
lived there!

At one stage, I had to take one of the
stewards off serving in the officers'
dining room at his request. The
steward concerned was known as
Coxy, a Groucho Marx lookalike.

One morning, we were serving
breakfast and the weather was a bit
rough. Coxy stumbled and banged his
leg on the sideboard in the dining
room. The language was, for him,
typically loud and noisy. 'O, me ****
leg!' he shouted. The Chief Cook told
me that they were in fits of laughter
in the galley as they had heard every
word.

Now, our captain was a rather pious
man and hated swearing in any form
whatsoever. So I was not surprised to
get a snappy phone call from the
Master to report to his office
immediately. 'Get that man out of my
sight!' says he. I must admit that I
found it difficult to keep a straight
face.

The voyage continued and, some two
days later, Coxy came hobbling into
my office. He had gone down to one
of the lockers on the lower decks to
get a CO2 gas cylinder for the crew
bar. The gas was used to aerate the

Beware if you are in the habit of ‘shooting your mouth off’. You could end
up in hotter water than you bargained for!
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keg lager we carried on board.
Apparently, he had found the small
cylinders stored under the large ones
which were used by the engineers.
While trying to extract the cylinder he
needed, he had managed to drop a
large, heavy one on his foot.

I examined him and was pretty sure
that his big toe had been broken. The
Chief Officer agreed with me, so I
reported the incident and its outcome
to the Captain. He went a bit purple
when I informed him that the victim
had been Coxy. He then said that he
would call a doctor at Suez in three
days' time.

As we entered the Suez Canal, the
doctor boarded the ship by launch. He
confirmed that Coxy had a badly
broken toe and that it could become
gangrenous if it was not treated
immediately. We had no other option
than to send Coxy ashore. It was not
one of the best days to choose, what
with all the officials boarding the ship
at this time. Luckily, we had a very
good Leading Steward who packed his

clothes and helped him to get down
the gangway.

So, on we went, minus our colourful
Coxy. We did not get any news as to
how he was faring for a while. It was
not until we were homeward bound,
almost 6 weeks later, that good news
about our casualty reached us. The
office in London had no idea what had
happened to him after he had been
landed in Egypt. Coxy's mother had
been very worried at the complete
absence of news from her son.

After several messages and phone
calls were placed to the ship's agent
in Cairo, they found him ... in a mental
institution! He was eventually flown
home and was soon back at sea, none
the worse for wear, some five weeks
later.

I imagine that it was Coxy's big mouth
that got him committed to an asylum
for the insane. They probably thought
that he was nuts and certified him!

Eddie Matthews
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CONTACTS
If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the parish

website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alternatively, please ask questions at services, during
Open Church or at the Parish Office.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU
parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk         0121 458 3289

www.facebook.com/KingsNortonTeam

THE MINISTRY TEAM

Team Rector The Revd Larry Wright
Assistant Rector The Revd Eliakim Ikechukwu
Parish Lay Minister Pauline Weaver
Curate (Pioneer) The Revd Catherine Matlock
Hon Assistant Priest The Revd Jayne Crooks
Methodist Minister To be announced
Readers David Ash, Fay  Fearon,
 Ruth Howman, Parisa Pordelkhaki
Lay Preacher Steve Wright
Music Ministry Sylvia Fox
Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Chris Gadd

THE CHURCH WARDENS

St. Nicolas’ Church Peter Hay & Julie Hill
Hawkesley Church Jim Clarke 0121 550 3455 or 07 939 838 086
Immanuel Church Sue Hartley

OTHER CONTACTS

Parish Administrator & P.C.C. Secretary Judy Ash
Finance Officer  Catherine Dehghani
Safeguarding Coordinator  (0121 459 6185) Clare Dean
Regular Giving  The Revd Jayne Crooks
Church Facilities Manager Sylvia Fox
Flower Arranging (0121 486 2837) Alison Blumer
Oasis (Sunday School) Tiny Tots & GPS Pauline Weaver
Oasis (Sunday School) Immanuel Nicky Moorcroft
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MUSIC

Church music, choir training and handbells are overseen by Sylvia Fox (07 778
449 170). Choir practices : Fridays (tuition 4.45 - 6.30 pm, juniors 6.30 - 7.45 pm,
adults 8 - 9 pm). Handbell practices : Mondays 3.30-4.30 pm (number notation &

sheet music) and 7.00 - 8.00 pm (number notation only). Please phone first to
check we are meeting.

BELL RINGING

Catherine Taylor     c.r.taylor@bham.ac.uk

Practices are held on Tuesdays from 7.45 to 9.00 pm in the church tower. Ringers of all
abilities are welcome. Newcomers are particularly encouraged. If you are interested in
finding out what bell ringing is all about, please contact us in advance so that we can

arrange your welcome.

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS

Scouts and Cubs  Alan Haynes (Group Scout Leader) 07 534 615 489
198th Birmingham St Nicolas’ 198thscouts@gmail.com

Tuesdays at Oddingley Hall, Beavers (6-8yrs): 5-6 pm
Oddingley Road,B31 3BS  Cubs (8-10½): 6.15-7.45pm
 Scouts (10½-14): 8 pm

Guides and Brownies  Rainbows: Mondays 5.30 - 6.30 pm
 Brownies (188th Birmingham): Tuesdays 6.00-7.30 pm
 Brownies: Thursdays 6.30 - 8.00 pm
 Guides (247th Birmingham):Mondays 7.15-9.00 pm

Guides and Brownies Rainbows (1st Kings Norton): Mondays 5.30 pm
at Hawkesley Church Centre  Brownies (259th Birmingham): Wednesdays 6.30 pm
 Guides (141st Birmingham): Thursdays 7.00 pm

www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

Hawkesley Church Primary Academy
Shannon Road, Hawkesley, Kings Norton, B38 9TR   0121 459 6467

Headteacher: Vicky Sumner
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Copyright & Disclaimer

The contents of this magazine are © Kings Norton Team Parish 2019 and may not be
reproduced in any form without the written permission of the Editor. The views, opinions
and comments expressed in these pages are not necessarily those of the editorial team of
the Kings Norton Parish Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish Ministry Team or its staff.

Material  submitted for publication must be accompanied by the name and contact details
of the provider including an email address if available. When possible, submissions will be
produced in full, but the Editor reserves the right to make changes. If content submitted
for publication contains quotations from other sources, the written permission of the
copyright holder to reprint it must be supplied.

£1,800 raised for Church Roof Fund
Lorraine Langdon has asked us to publish a big ‘thank you’ to all
those who supported the fund-raising day at 54 Grassmoor Road on
20th July 2019. She writes, ‘We raised an amazing £1,800 and
donations are still coming in! Thank you for all your contributions
and hard work. All the comments I have received are that it was a
great day.’

Kings Norton’s Traffic Congestion
If you live locally, you will probably already have noticed the traffic

congestion caused by the roadworks alongside St Nicolas’

Churchyard and Kings Norton Park (photo, front cover). At the time

of going to press, our information is that the partial closure of the

A441 (Pershore Road South) will continue to cause long delays until

at least 20th September. According to roadworks.org, essential

maintenance of the gas supply is to blame. Please allow extra time if

travelling towards The Green by car or public transport and consider

alternative routes into Birmingham which avoid Kings Norton and

Cotteridge until the end of this month.
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