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"We cannot escape history" said Abraham
Lincoln to Congress in 1862. Whatever our
opinions about church or monarchy, those of us
who live in England can neither deny nor unpick
the complex, centuries-old relationship between
the two which forms part of the bedrock of our
national life.

An Anglican church such as St Nicolas' is, like it
or not, a local expression of the established
Church of England, a formally recognised
national institution whose influence on private
and public life over the past 1,400 years has
been immeasurable. If so many of our country's
instincts remain irredeemably Christian, to
borrow a phrase from historian Tom Holland; if
our unquestioned assumptions about how a
society should be organised can be confidently
traced back to our Christian past, it is partly
because of that deep and unique interweaving
between Church and State in these islands.

That is why we are dedicating space this month
to writing about coronations ancient and
modern. We have memories of the late Queen's
ascent to the throne in 1953 and reflections on
this month's coronation of King Charles. But, as
always, we like to provide a balance (and relief
for our republican readers!). So it is also worth
reading on if you enjoy art or gardening, if you
are interested in language or troubled by
loneliness; or if, like me, you are fascinated to
see what happens when you interview what we
must now learn to call an artificial intelligence.

You will also find reminders of the Christian
insight that history is, fundamentally, His Story,
: the outworking of God's
purposes in the world, in
which we all have a part to

play.
David Atk
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LARRY WRIGHT

The Man Born To Be
King Charles Il

How will his coronation be different?

Of all the institutions regarded
as providing a sense of identity,
continuity and history for our
United Kingdom, the monarchy
is one of the most conspicuous
and highly regarded. The
coronation of King Charles III
will be the next episode in our
ongoing story of sovereignty
and nationhood. A story which
began with the first recorded
“King of the English”, Ethelred,
crowned in 927 AD. The
historic churches of England
(such as St Nicolas’) provide
another conspicuous
connection with the evolution
of British history over the past
1,000 years, when the parish
system as we still know it today
was formalised.

King Charles and Queen Camilla
will be crowned in a historic
Christian ceremony in one of
the most prestigious church
buildings in England. What will
be different about this
ceremony is the number of

4

The Revd Larry
Wright is the
Rector of
Kings Norton
Parish

voluntary groups and
volunteers to be included in
some way either before, during
or after the main coronation
service. The emphasis is to be
on inclusion and representation
of British communities at all
levels.

The religious dimensions of the
service may seem archaic to
many but their symbolism
speaks to a need for meaning
and depth which is hard to find
elsewhere. When we watch the
coronation what are we
witnessing? We are observing
history in the making but also a
unique experience of who we
are as a country and people. In
this we sense our identity is
being affirmed and celebrated.
Why not celebrate being
British? Why not celebrate
being part of history?

There are many things we can
disagree with about our nation

and how it is run but we should
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PUBLIC DOMAIN

ask ourselves, in which other
country would we prefer to
live? The majority of British
people who leave as emigrants
go to other English speaking
and “British”-style countries
such as Australia, Canada and
New Zealand.

The coronation is both a
celebration of our British and
Christian heritage and a symbol
of our wish to claim this as a
way of looking forward into an
uncertain future. What then
should we expect of this festival
of pageantry for King Charles
and Queen Camilla? The
churches will pray for them.
Other faiths will do something
similar. The media will provide
superb pictures. The
commentators will share their

Kings Norton Parish Magazine
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opinions. However, many
thousands, maybe millions, will
benefit from their patronage-
yes, a word resonant with
condescension - but, in the
complex “social economy” of
the UK, having royal
associations gives extra
impetus to voluntary groups
and charities.

Whatever one’s opinion of the
honours system in this country,
over the past 30 years it has
become more inclusive of
people in a variety of categories
who wouldn’t have been
considered for OBEs and MBEs
in previous generations. From
long-serving “lollypop” school
crossing men and women, to
sports stars and whole teams.
The largest group of newer



recipients of OBEs and MBEs
are those working in the
charitable sector.

This charitable sector includes
those small local endeavours
helping people and places as
well as the large national and
international charities such as
Oxfam and Christian Aid whose
income and expertise are
valued nationally and globally.
According to the National
Council for Voluntary
Organisation’s annual survey,
the sector

contributed £20.2billion (1% of
total GDP) to the economy in
2019-20, with a total income of
£58.7billion. During this period
there were 165,758 voluntary
organisations in the UK. The
majority of these organisations
are small. This equates to
millions of volunteers giving
their time and talents for the
benefit of others every day in
the UK.

In 2002, the late Queen
instigated the Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service and since
then thousands of charities and
volunteers have benefitted
from receiving it. King Charles
has announced he will continue
this award, now known as the
Kings Award for Voluntary
Service, and we should look out
for who might be granted the
first of these new monarch’s
awards following the
coronation.

It's arguable that Charles and
Camilla personify in their

6

public roles so much of what
volunteers personify in our
communities: service before
self. Serving others sacrificially
is at the core of the Christian
message because it values all as
equal in the eyes of God.
Though a social chasm
separates the royal family from
most of us, when it comes to
serving others and nurturing
volunteering, we share a
common aim to improve the
lives of others by giving part of
ourselves to their cause.

One of the many prayers
available from the Church of
England to mark this occasion
captures the spirit of the shared
nature of service, whether one
is a sovereign or a neighbour.

Blessed are you, Lord Jesus, for
as you were sent by the Father,

so you send us.

Equip Charles our King and all
your people with the gifts to
fulfil our calling, that we may
love as you loved, serve as you
served, and willingly follow

wherever you lead.

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.
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MICHAEL KENNEDY

1953

MICHAEL
WRITES
REGULARLY
ON LOCAL
HISTORY

Coronation Celebrations

70 Years Ago

As Kings Norton marks the coronation of a
new king, we can take a look at similar
celebrations last time around. The festivities
that surrounded Queen Elizabeth II’s
coronation in June 1953 probably constituted
an even more significant event for Kings
Norton then than our current celebrations, not
only in terms of the sheer size of the main
event, but also because it had a major impact
on the parish’s financial situation!

I've been helped in my understanding of the
1953 event by the ever-reliable memory of
local resident Philip Haycock, then a vigorous
supporter of church activities, mainly through
the Kings Norton Youth Fellowship. His
written reminiscences provide a
comprehensive description of life in Kings
Norton from the 1930’s onwards. In the case
of the 1953 celebrations, his written records
are complemented by the existence of a
wonderfully evocative, if rather brief, cine film
of the day’s events, taken by a member of his

Kings Norton Parish Magazine 7



VAN EVENT
FOR
CHILDREN IN
THE GARDEN
OF THE OLD
VICARAGE.

family at a time when very few
people had the benefit of a
personal cine camera.

Most readers will know the
facts. The nation had been
shattered by the unexpected
and premature passing of King
George VI on 6 February
1952. In the period between
Princess Elizabeth’s accession
on that date and her crowning
some 16 months later, the
nation threw off its grief and
gradually began to anticipate
the new Elizabethan age.
Plans for galas, pageants and
parties of all sizes and shapes
began to develop across all
communities throughout her
realm. The date of Kings
Norton’s main Coronation
celebration was fixed for
Saturday 13 June, a week after

the actual Coronation but
while the country was still
basking in the extended
goodwill factor.

Garden party

One of established features of
Kings Norton life was the
Vicar’s annual garden party,
which traditionally took place
on the Vicarage lawns. The
Vicar at the time was the
much-loved and respected
Reverend Edward G Ashford,
who had been in the post
since 1949 and had proved
himself to be very active. The
Vicarage (not the current
Rectory but in the same
location) had very extensive
grounds, stretching up to the
area now occupied by the St

e
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Nicolas’ Gardens residential
development.

The annual garden party
became the Coronation
Garden Party. With growing
anticipation and major
commitments from hundreds
of local residents, after weeks
and months of preparation by
the appointed day the
Vicarage Lawns were arrayed
with display stands,
sideshows, cake stalls, horse
rides and numerous other
activities. At the centre of all
these, occupying most of the
lawns, a dramatic and massive
pageant was set to take place.

The community took the event
to its heart. Philip Haycock’s
film, though a little grainy,
shows that the lawns were
packed with local residents,

Kings Norton Parish Magazine

either watching or actually
participating.

Philip also has a programme
for the event. It shows that the
proceedings were officially
opened at 2.30 pm, with the
Reverend Ashford formally
welcoming everyone. From 3
pm, special celebration teas
were served at a number of
tables set up for the occasion:
1/6d (about 7p) per person.
People could also buy other
items of food from a well-
stocked buffet. At 3.05 the
festivities really began, with
children’s fancy dress
competitions for under 5s and
for 5-to-12-year-olds.

The main feature of the event
started at 3.50 with what was
grandly described as "A
Pageant of the British Saints

ATHE
SARACEN'S
HEAD
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and Emblems". It began with
a display dedicated to Ireland
and St Patrick, presented by
the the St Nicolas' Wolf Cub
pack. Scotland and St
Andrew were then portrayed
by the Junior Sunday School,
with Scottish dances by
members of the Kings Norton
Youth Fellowship. Members
of the church congregation
then presented Wales and St
David. England and St
George had the largest
element of the pageant,
complete with St George clad
in crusader-style tunic with a
red cross and chain mail, in
combat with the inevitable
dragon, all presented by
members of Bells Lane
School. St George, on the
back of a real horse, was
played by Mr Morgan, a
leading light in the Junior
Sunday School. Phil
Haycock’s film shows that the
dragon was a large and
formidable presence, looking
rather like a stegosaurus
(remember, dinosaurs were
not as prominent a cultural
presence as they are now!)

The England and St George
display was followed by the
crowning of the May Queen,
presented by members of the
Sunday School Kindergarten.
The cine film shows that her
traditional dress had been
replaced by Royal robes,
complete with a bejewelled
crown and suitably dressed
attendants. As the May Queen
proceeded around the lawns,

there was an enthusiastic
series of dances around the
maypole.

It took some two hours to
complete the display part of
the pageant, but it was still
not over. There was then an
open-air performance of a
one act comedy entitled
"Holiday Eve" presented by
the St Nicolas' Amateur
Dramatic Society. At 6.15 the
event ended with the
competitions results and the
presentation of prizes by Mrs
Ashford, the Vicar’s wife.

The weather? Not particularly
good: Philip remembers it as
rather humid, with the ever-
present possibility of thunder.
Luckily, the storm did not
break until the following day.
Philip also remembers that his
focus on the celebration was
slightly deflected by his need
to find out the score at the
first Ashes Test at Trent
Bridge, at a time when there
were few televisions and no
portable radios!

As | said earlier the event had
a significant effect on church
finances. To set the scene, by
the early 1950s the Reverend
Ashworth had prioritised the
provision of a new Church
Hall. For many years, parish
activities had necessarily
been focused on the
Saracen’s Head (now St
Nicolas' Place), the Tudor
Merchant’s house which by
the 1900s had become a
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public house and had been
closed and donated to the
parish by the Midlands
brewers M & B. The building
was effectively the only place
available for parish meetings,
performances of various sorts,
dances and other social
events. But it had never been
designed to accommodate so
many different activities. It
was cramped and was
becoming increasingly run
down. A new church hall was
the only answer.

At the same time, there had
evolved another, rather more
pressing priority: the ever-
present problem of restoring
the church itself. Major
external work was needed on
various parts of the building,
particularly the tower, with
increasing urgency.

Fundraising activities in the
early 1950s were directed
largely at the sourcing of a
new church hall and it was
originally intended that the
funds raised by the original

Kings Norton Parish Magazine

1953 Vicar’s Garden party,
would be devoted to that
cause. However, so much
money was raised at what
had become the Coronation
Garden Party that the
Reverend Ashford, supported
by the Parish Council, could
not resist the temptation to
use it for church repairs.

So the proposed Church Hall
had to take a back seat for a
while, but it was never far
away. By 1959 it had become
a reality, a Dutch barn style
building which was created
on the site of what was
already becoming a
residential development,
occupying much of those old
Vicarage lawns. The hall was
to last some 50 years before
being demolished and
replaced, ironically, by its
predecessor: a dramatically
modernised and extended
Saracen’s Head, renamed St
Nicolas’ Place.

<4CROWNING

THE MAY
QUEEN
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ADAM THE GARDENER

Adam the Gardener
goes in search of
something new

Some years ago, two new varieties of
pansy burst onto the gardening scene.
One was purple and orange and the
other was a very bright orange. | can't
remember the name of the first one
but | remember the second was
called Paparadja. There was a good
deal of tutting about the newcomers .
“Vulgar” and “garish” were just two
of the words used. Nonetheless, the
F2 hybrid Paparadja seed is now
freely available and has won awards
all over the place.

My pet hate is flowers that have had
their unique shape altered out of all
recognition. You can buy
snapdragons with no snap and a
wide-open mouth to provide a
reservoir in which rainwater can
lodge and cause brown rot. Oh dear!

Many new varieties come from the
United States, and the Japanese are
great innovators. As far as we are
concerned, it is the Dutch and
Belgian growers who really produce
the newbies in bulk as well as some
British nurseries . Many British
nurseries can be specialists in rarer
plants and their catalogues can make

12

fascinating reading. Many use eBay
to sell their hard-to-get plants.

| have been looking around for
perennial, drought-resistant plants
and there are many of them; but, with
our climate, they must also be hardy.
We can sometimes assist by applying
a mulch in autumn but a nasty frost
can get past it and we had a few of
those this winter!
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An excellent resource is the drought-
resistant plants page of the RHS
website. Everything is there, from
trees to bedding plants. If you do not
have a computer then | suggest you
take a trip to your local library where
computers can be used free of charge
and the staff can be very helpful.

Here is a selection of perennials that
fit the bill and some of which can be
grown from seed:

Lavender, English type. An old
favourite but with some newer
varieties which can be had as plug-
plants for growing-on in pots and
then planting out in a sunny spot. A
trim-over twice a year is all that's
needed as maintenance.

Campsis radicans (facing page) is a
vigorous climber with orange bell-
flowers, easily grown from seed. It
will cover an ugly railing atop a low
wall with the greatest of ease and it
can even grow under the wall to

Kings Norton Parish Magazine

emerge on the other side. Plant out
the seedlings in a sheltered spot at
the end of the first year and in the
second year it will really get going. It
flowers in late summer: Jack's
beanstalk has nothing on this. There
is a yellow version and one in deeper
red.

Here is a new perennial: Verbena
bonariensis “rigida”(above left). V
bonariensis has been with us for
some time with its thin stalks up to 2
metres high bearing a purple flower
cluster irresistible to bees. The stems
never seem to flop though the winds
may blow, but it is very tall and
usually relegated to the back of the
flower bed. The “rigida”, on the
other hand, is half the height but just
as floriferous. | have even seen it
grown in a container. Drought-
resistant and hardy!

Osteospermum jucundum (below) is
probably the most hardy Cape Daisy
and, with its magenta single flowers,
is a reliable perennial for the middle
of the south-facing border. Cold
resistance is aided by the rhizomes
growing below the soil and it may
benefit from a little tidying up in the
early Spring. You might like to try

13



growing other osteospermums
available as seed but hardy
jucundum will have to be bought as a
plug plant or bigger. Once you have
your mother plants then multiply by
stem cuttings or by splitting the
rhizome clumps.

Lastly, for drought resistance and
hardiness, you can't beat Salvia
greggii (above). The smallish shrub
bears masses of flowers throughout
the summer. Salvia Hot Lips appeared
a few years ago and was an instant
hit. It has now been joined by a new
bevy of other bicolours including
Salvia Joy, Salvia Cherry Lips and
Salvia Amethyst Lips. Ebay uk is a
good place to buy these as plug
plants, usually carriage-free.

Drought resistant plants do not need
to look like whiskery grasses and

there are many lesser-known
flowering beauties out there.

What have | been growing from seed
without need for watering (well not
after the first year)?

Cistus laurifolius and albidus are
small shrubs. They have staggered
through the winter and await planting
out. Wish me luck!

Buddleia is also waiting after one or
two losses over the winter. | am
looking forward to the long arching
stems of flowers to delight the
butterflies.

In the garden room, in small trays
and shortly to be pricked out 28 to a
larger tray, Coleus, Lavender
“Hidcote”, Gazanias,
Mesembryanthemum,
Leptospermum, Dahlia Harkness,
Verbena bonariensis and lastly
Tomato Tumbling Tom variety.

Perhaps | will write a paragraph of
celebration in the Autumn. | hope it
will not be a post mortem. Finally, a
bit of advice from my seed supplier. If
germination in your seed tray appears
to have failed then do not despair.
Put it into a quiet corner of the
garden, water it so that the compost
stays just moist and wait patiently. It
could be twelve months. Suddenly,
seedlings may appear!

14
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SYLVIA FOX

Parlour Pews

| am still working through various possessions of older family
members as they downsize (as well as culling my own things,
so no-one has to do it for me). One book contained a varied
collection of articles, mostly about past village and agricultural
life. An article claimed my attention and made me laugh, as it
seems we haven’t really changed or progressed as much as we
would perhaps like to think we have.

It was about a New Forest Church, which had something called
Georgian “parlour pews”. Like all the other pews of that period
(1714-1830’s), they were “boxed”: each had its own entrance
door. There is an indication that the pews at St Nicolas' may
once have had doors, although our pews are clearly created
from recycled 17th century domestic wood for whichever
church was their first home (they came to us in the late 19th
century). Parlour pews were seats for the richer families of a
parish and were complete with soft furnishings and fireplaces.
There's even one sofa in the New Forest church of the article.

You can view this phenomenon in many ways. One is the
dichotomy between the pews of the rich families and the
benches or overfilled box pews for everyone else. Another is
that church worship may have been viewed rather like a
performance at the theatre, where a private box would have
been the order of the day for a well-off family.

Another (and this is what made me laugh) was that people of
every century seem to have been trying to make church more
comfortable and accessible, perhaps regarding it as a place for
meeting people where they are. We are still creating “café
church”, “church in the pub” and the equivalent of “sofa
church” where you can join a service online from wherever you
happen to be. Perhaps this is right, or perhaps church is
something which is intentionally different from the rest of the
world. Or perhaps it can be both. | will leave you to decide.
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Art for All Tastes

s

el

“MGM” writes
on cinema,
theatre and
the arts.
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While still taking an interest in film reviews, I’'ve decided to
branch out into commenting on the visual arts currently on
display in or near Birmingham. This assumes people still go to
art exhibitions in sufficient numbers to allow them to continue
as interesting venues for the culturally minded, the curious or
those just keeping out of the rain while nearby.

One of the benefits of living in a large city is the number of art
galleries available and nearly all are free to enter. Don’t try to go
to the largest, Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, as it
remains closed for major refurbishment. One wonders if the
ghosts of past visitors haunt its galleries amidst the dust covers
and builders’ detritus, pondering if these are actually part of
what passes for “installations” in some galleries. Not all art is
tucked away in galleries. There are outdoor sculptures and
installations which one can look at while taking the dog for a
walk or sitting in rueful contemplation while eating a soggy
sandwich as part of a supermarket meal deal, crisps and fizzy
drink included.

MAC and Grayson Perry

One of the joys of South Birmingham is the Midlands Arts
Centre in Cannon Hill Park. It recently celebrated its 60th
anniversary and remains one of the most accessible, innovative,
delightful places to visit. You will need a small fortune to eat at
the restaurant there but one can always take a flask and picnic
instead. The MAC, as it is popularly known, is one of those
places which can be both stupendous and dull at the same time
depending on what’s on offer. In addition to galleries, they have
a cinema and two theatres and specialise in the “right on”
market of current trends.

The artist Grayson Perry (actually, Sir Grayson) and his wife
Philippa have selected a number of artworks which they

consider worthy of being shown to Brummies and which chime
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with their own brand. The
exhibition has proved so popular
it’s been extended until the end
of June. Sir Perry (right) is
something of an artistic
phenomenon, a self-confessed
transvestite, a controversialist and
a commentator on art and life. His
own art is best described as
contemporary scenes from life
given a quirky cartoon-like
existence: love, sex, politics are all
there. Religion? He’s on record as
saying that he understands the
human need for God and he
believes in religion. The art of
religion has influenced him. So, in
this exhibition you will find artists
who are attempting to bring out
the intimacies of human life and
relationships as artistic
expressions of something else.
The works are brightly coloured,
figurative and contemporary. If
you are prepared to be exposed
to such day-to-day scenes of domesticity elevated to artistic
endeavour you will not be disappointed.

The lkon Gallery

Staying with the modern and unusual (I will come on to more
traditional art later, promise) then the lkon gallery off Brindley
Place is worth a visit. The coffee is awful and expensive, so take
a flask. This citadel of contemporary art has delightful, spacious
interior public areas which allow light in and shadows out.
Though small by most standards it has three floors of gallery
space, a lift, and each gallery is fitted with an austere walled
interior so as not to distract from the art. In May they are
hosting, Melati Suryodarmo's "Passionate Pilgrim". Suryodarmo
(photo next page) is an Indonesian artist who works with
associates to provide art as live performances that “stretch the
boundaries” between art and its physical limitations. One
performance lasts seven hours and involves the artist
continually stripping pieces of wood. These may be exercises in
contemplation and, maybe, Zen-like activity. Is this the pilgrim

Kings Norton Parish Magazine
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reference? The exhibition lasts
from mid-May until the end of
August.

The Serenity of Compton Verney

For those who prefer more
traditional art experiences, Kings
Norton is only 27 miles from
Compton Verney, near Warwick.
This once stately home with
extensive grounds has been
transformed into an art gallery
with both permanent and
changing exhibitions. The
restaurant is good value and the
coffee excellent. No need for a
flask here. Unfortunately, it is not
accessible by public transport and
it has an admission fee which might put you off. | recommend
saving up and making it a day out treat.

Imagine being among rolling, grassy hills with sheep and lambs
all around, in a Capability Brown landscape with a beautiful lake
and circular walks, in the grounds of a magnificent mansion
holding some of the best art from Tudor to modern times to be
found in the Midlands. Families flock to it in good weather to
picnic in the park and play on the modern art installations
dotted around the grounds.

Compton’s Galleries

Three floors of galleries cover a spectrum of styles and it never
seems too crowded or bustling. The Naples gallery is one of the
permanent exhibitions and a recent refurbishment has brought
it a new vividness. The Naples exhibition features paintings and
artefacts from the 18th century, roughly coinciding with the
tenure of Sir William Hamilton, English ambassador to the court
of Naples for thirty years and, amongst other things, a
volcanologist. His studies of Mount Vesuvius were ground-
breaking and he saw and chronicled various eruptions; as did
artists of the day. The gallery has a series of large oil paintings
depicting the erupting volcano with figures in the foreground

18
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watching nonchalantly. The heat and smell must have been
awful but they are not depicted.

Off the Naples gallery is an exquisite room of religious paintings
and artefacts from 14th century Northern Europe (below).
These striking, colourful expressions of the life of Christ and the
saints are captivating and a reminder of the quality of artin a
time of uncertainty and widespread conflict. Maybe, in times of
uncertainty, we need the reassurances which religion provides,
“the peace which passes all understanding.” We certainly need

them now.
VPIETA, Next month, I'll take you to the theatre. Post Covid, theatres are
COMPTON rebuilding their audiences with varying success. Birmingham
VERNEY has so few theatres that we need to support them or lose them.

PHOTO BY M.G.M.
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WARNING!
MOST OF THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN BY A COMPUTER.

Q: Hello ChatGPT. Describe yourself in simple English.

A: Hello! I am ChatGPT, an artificial intelligence program on the
internet designed to have conversations with people. I have been
trained on a lot of human language, which means I can understand
and generate responses to text-based questions or statements. I
am always learning and improving, so the more you talk to me, the
better I become at understanding you!

Q: Why has your invention caused such a stir in the media
recently?

A: My invention has caused a stir because it represents a
significant breakthrough in the field of artificial intelligence and
natural language processing. With my ability to understand and
generate human-like responses, I have the potential to transform
how humans communicate with machines and how machines can
interact with humans.
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Q: Can you write a short article about Kings Norton?

A: Certainly. Here you are.

Kings Norton is a suburb of
Birmingham, England, located
approximately six miles south of
the city centre. The area has a
rich history dating back to the
medieval period, and it has
played a significant role in the
development of Birmingham
and the wider region.

The first recorded mention of
Kings Norton was in the
Domesday Book of 1086, where
it is listed as "Nortone Regis"
(King's Norton). At this time, the
area was a small agricultural
village with a population of
around 100 people. However, it
grew rapidly in the centuries
that followed, thanks in part to
its location on the important
drovers' road that connected
Worcester and Birmingham.

In the 16th and 17th centuries,
Kings Norton became known for
its needle-making industry,
which was one of the key
industries in the West Midlands
at the time. The village was also
home to a number of prominent
families, including the Boultons
and the Foleys, who were
influential in the development
of Birmingham and the wider
region.

During the Industrial Revolution
of the 18th and 19th centuries,

Kings Norton continued to grow
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and develop. The opening of the
Worcester and Birmingham
Canal in 1815 helped to connect
the area with other parts of the
region, while the arrival of the
railway in the mid-19th century
brought further economic
growth.

One of the most significant
events in Kings Norton's history
was the establishment of the
Austin Motor Company in 1905.
The company's founder, Herbert
Austin, purchased a disused
printing works in Kings Norton
and converted it into a car
factory. The company quickly
grew, and by the 1920s it was
one of the largest employers in
the region, with over 10,000
workers.

During the Second World War,
Kings Norton played an
important role in the war effort.
The Austin Motor Company
produced a variety of military
vehicles, including the iconic
Austin K2/Y ambulance, which
was used extensively by the
British Army. The area was also
home to several other key war-
related industries, including the
Birmingham Cartridge
Manufacturers, which produced
ammunition for the war effort.

After the war, Kings Norton
continued to grow and develop.
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The area became increasingly
suburbanized, with the construction of
new housing estates and the expansion
of existing ones. In the 1960s and 70s,
the area saw significant
redevelopment, with the construction
of several new shopping centers and
the upgrading of the road network.

Today, Kings Norton is a thriving
suburb of Birmingham, with a
population of around 30,000 people.
The area is home to a number of
important businesses, including the
Cadbury chocolate factory and the
Birmingham Wholesale Markets, which
are among the largest in the country. It
is also a popular residential area, with
a range of housing options available to
suit all budgets and lifestyles.

In conclusion, the history of Kings
Norton is a fascinating one that reflects
the wider history of the West Midlands
region. From its humble beginnings as
a small agricultural village to its key
role in the Industrial Revolution and
the Second World War, Kings Norton
has played an important part in
shaping the development of
Birmingham and the wider region.
Today, it remains a thriving and diverse
community that is proud of its heritage
and excited about its future.

Q: Thank you. How long did it
take you to write that
article?

A: About 6 seconds.

Q: Are your answers always
factually accurate?

A: I generate responses based
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on patterns and relationships
in large datasets of text. My
responses are not always
perfect and can sometimes
contain errors or
inaccuracies, especially if
the input I receive is
ambiguous or incomplete.
However, I strive to provide
the most accurate information
possible based on the data I
have been trained on.

Q: When billionaire Elon Musk
announced your arrival, he
tweete