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The pastmonth has seen some notable changes.
The gradual relaxing of restrictions on public
worship has allowed us, at last, to introduce a new
pattern of Sunday services at St Nicolas' Church
(p.25). Eveningworship has reappeared, offering
amuch-valued space for quiet re�lection at the
start of a newweek. Sunday afternoon baptisms
are back on the �irst and third Sundays of the
month. Adjustments to the pattern of Sunday
morningworshipmean that there should be
something for everyone. If you're small and have
wellies, there'sMuddy Church. If you love the
Book of Common Prayer, we have 1662
Communion and SungMatins. Unless a Sunday is
the 5th in themonth, there is always a Eucharist
somewhere in the day. And because Necessity is
themother of Invention and sometimes comes up
with a good idea, themonthly outdoor service
which �irst appeared during theworst days of the
pandemic is now a feature of every 4th Sunday
morning.

Members of Immanuel Churchwill havemore
poignant reasons to look back on the pastmonth,
for it was on Sunday 12th September at the 10.30
morning service that their congregation formally
unitedwith that of St Nicolas' following their last
service on 29th August. Fay Fearon tells the story
on p.20, giving thanks for 45 years of faithful
ministry and looking forward towhat this new
chapterwill bring.

And if church is not your thing, there is still plenty
here to enjoy, from hippopotami to zeppelins,
buttonmanufacture to nursing, wool to tomatoes,
bankers to guardian angels.Why not jump in, see

what you can �ind; and, if you
can’t �ind it, send us an article
of your own for publication
nextmonth!

Welcome EDITORIAL

David Ash



Jaw, jaw or
war, war?

LARRYWRIGHT

The Revd Larry
Wright is the
Rector of
Kings Norton
Team Parish

4 October 2021

Winston Churchill is credited
with the saying, “Jaw, jaw is
better than war, war.” To talk
is better than to �ight. In fact,
what he actually said is, “Jaw
to jaw is better than war”.
Note the sense of closeness
imagined here, people with
power, close up, negotiating to
avoid con�lict. After long
years of personal and political
involvement in con�licts,
Churchill recognized that war
should be an extremely last
resort.

Seventy years on from
Churchill's insight which
encourages negotiation rather
than annihilation, where do
we stand as a global
community? Internationally,
we are politically and
economically more connected
but not universally
interdependent. Increased
travel and superfast

communications make the
world seem smaller than it
was 70 years ago. While there
is cooperation between
nations, there are also
rivalries and hostility within
and between them. Forces of
extremism, intolerance and
harmful ideologies are a
feature of our world and the
additional pressures brought
about by climate change and
the worldwide refugee crisis
add to a sense of impending
instability and severe crisis. In
such circumstances, �inding
intermediate grounds for
negotiations requires
immense will power and
wisdom.

One major difference between
Churchill’s era and today is
the vast increase in military
hardware owned by most
countries. In previous eras,
only the most advanced
nations had standing armies
and the means to send them
anywhere in the world to
�ight. The American President
Theodore Roosevelt summed
up his attitude to foreign
negotiations in 1900 by
remarking, “Speak nicely, but
carry a big stick and you will
go far”. In other words,
negotiations are more likely to
be productive if the threat of
overwhelming force is at
hand. But in a world where all
governments have either their
own big sticks or access to big
sticks, why bother speaking
nicely? What's the point of

Why do human beings find peaceful
coexistence so difficult to achieve?
Larry offers some insights from a
Christian perspective.
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speaking nicely anyway, if
your objective is to use the
threat of force to secure your
preferred outcomes? This is a
morally unsustainable
position and has been
exposed as such by many so-
called negotiations in recent
years.

The Christian faith has its
foundations in a place of
con�lict and occupation. Israel
was and remains a country of
con�lict and political
ambiguity. Jesus placed a high
value on peace and peace
making. He instructed those
drawn to his message to
forgive enemies, not to

retaliate to provocation but do
everything possible to avoid
escalating violence and
con�lict. This teaching is
rooted in his understanding of
the uniqueness of all in
relation to their creator and
therefore each life is uniquely
precious to God. In war, the
individual matters little and
lives are regarded as
expendable.

One reason why senior
Christian leaders are often
drawn into negotiations to
help avoid or end con�lict is
because of their paci�ist
foundations. They often bring
to negotiations, as their

↑In a world
where all
governments
have either
their own big
sticks or
access to big
sticks, why
bother
speaking
nicely?



↑Archbishop
Desmond Tutu,
former
Archbishop of
Cape Town

PH
O
TO

BY
PE

TE
R
W
IL
LI
AM

S



Tearfund

Kings Norton Parishwill be taking part once again in Tearfund’s Big
Quiz Night on Saturday 20th November, where it is hoped that wewill
enable the charity’s fundraising efforts to pass the £1millionmark.
In particular, wewant to support families who have beenmade
more vulnerable to floods and diseases in places such as Burkina

Faso inWest Africa.

Tearfund is a Christian charity that partners with churches inmore
than 50 of theworld’s poorest countries. Since Tearfund’s first Big
Quiz Night in 2018, tens of thousands of people have raised over

£675,000 to help end poverty.

The quiz will have questions suitable for all ages and teams, large or
small. More details will appear nearer the time, in the November

edition of thismagazine and other parish publications.

In themeantime, if you enjoy a good quiz, please save the date!



BECKY DEBENHAM

8 September 2021

What is the Northfield
Community Partnership?

Northfield Community
partnership (NCP) is a charity
and community "anchor"
formed in 2006 a�er the
collapse of the MG Rover car
plant. It was originally known as
the Northfield Town Centre
Partnership. It worked with
businesses and the local
community to address the
disappearance of employment
opportuni�es caused by the
collapse of the factory and the
lack of investment in the local
area. In 2014, the partnership
evolved, NCP gained charitable
status, the Northfield Business
Improvement District came into
existence, and we were
successful in gaining lo�ery
funding. This allowed us to
develop a range of successful

holis�c services. NCP’s ethos is
to work in partnership to enable
people and communi�es to
improve their life chances. We
do this by delivering a range of
services and projects from our
community hub in Northfield
and from our new base at Saint
Nicolas' Place, Kings Norton.

So what do you offer?

The services we provide include
a 5-day-per-week food bank,
employment advice and
support, free internet access, a
sexual health centre and
housing support. We also offer
advice about claiming benefits
and managing debt. We run
volunteer placements and can
give support, including
vouchers, to people
experiencing fuel poverty. We
have an early help project for

On The Beach
In recent months, the Northfield Community Partnership has
made its mark on Kings Norton, not just by opening a foodbank
at Saint Nicolas’ Place but by organising the first ever Kings
Norton Beach on The Green, an event which attracted over
6,000 visitors. We asked Becky Debenham, their CEO, to
explain who they are, what they do and why they’re here.

Rebecca
Debenham is
the Chief
Executive
Officer of the
Northfield
Community
Partnership



children and their families and
run a digital lending library for
the over-50s which not only
provides free devices and the
training to use them but is
designed to improve digital
literacy. Our Future Proof
programme aims to help people
aged over 50 to stay in their own
homes for longer; and we run a
Covid pandemic hotline (0121
411 2157).

In addi�on, NCP is the founder
and chair of the Northfield
Stakeholders' Group, which has
a membership of over 300 local
organisa�ons working to bring
about change. Together, we
tackle issues across south-west
Birmingham. We have been

recognised by Birmingham City
Council for the range of our
innova�ve community
development work.

It can't have escaped the no�ce
of many residents in Kings
Norton that, for the first �me
this August, you organised a
beach on The Green complete
with deckchairs and four tons
of sand. Was this a new
venture?

Not exactly. We've been
organising a beach in the centre
of Northfield for many years.
But yes, this summer was the
first �me we’ve brought the
event to Kings Norton.

▼THE FIRST
KINGS
NORTON
BEACH ON THE
GREEN,
AUGUST 2021

PHOTO BY DAVID ASH
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Where did the idea come from?

We developed Northfield Beach a�er
realising that many local people didn’t
have the opportunity or financial means
to go on holiday. Not surprising when
you realise that parts of the Northfield
cons�tuency appear in the list of the
most 10 % of deprived communi�es in
the UK. The first beach, ten years ago,
was developed within a short space of
�me and we worried that no one would
come. On the first day, though, we had
families queuing along the high street
and every year it has con�nued to grow.

Not only do we bring a beach to people
who can't afford to visit a real one for
themselves. We also provide a range of
arts, theatre performances and musical
opportuni�es. There is a community
alley at the event where organisa�ons
and services can boost engagement by
marke�ng and employment
opportuni�es in training, health and

wellbeing. The beach brings foo�all to
the town centre too and helps to
change some of the nega�ve
percep�ons of the local area.

What is the mo�va�on behind it?

To provide free, high-quality family
events which help to build social capital
and provide opportuni�es in which
families wouldn’t normally have the
opportunity to par�cipate. We also
hope to raise awareness of issues which
are prevalent in the local community.
Over the years, we have focused on a
range of problems. For example, our
"No Sharks at the Beach" day offered
ac�vi�es designed to warn people of
the dangers of loan sharks and
highlighted some of the alterna�ves to
illegal money lenders, such as credit
unions. Our "Northfield Culture Mash"
showcased the diversity which exists in
the cons�tuency. We held themed days
with �tles like "Mumbai at the Beach".

PHOTO BY DAVID ASH
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The range of themed music, arts, cra�s
and food available helped to address
some of the racism which was
becoming a problem in the area. This
year, the focus was on food poverty and
healthy ea�ng. We provided a cookery
school and free, healthy meals for all
the children who came.

How is it funded?

The funding comes from a variety of
sources. Applica�ons are made
throughout the year to the Na�onal
Lo�ery, the Arts Council and other
programmes. This year, most of the
money came from the Department for
Educa�on and the Birmingham
Children’s Partnership.

Who runs it?

The event is run and organised by the
NCP's CEO and staff team. We work
with a range of volunteers to support
the event, and we even have one
volunteer who books his annual leave
to work with us!

Where do your volunteers and
performers come from?

Many of them are people who
volunteer with NCP throughout the
year. We encourage people to
volunteer as part of our employability
programs, to gain experience which
they can add to their CV. In addi�on,
we recruit volunteers from other
organisa�ons. The performers and
ar�sts come from a variety of places,
but we always try to recruit locally in
order to support local business. The
face painters, for example, and the
Northfield Arts Forum ar�sts are o�en

Birmingham-based, though we will
invite you to come from elsewhere in
the country if you have the talent!

How long does the beach take to plan,
set up and take down?

The event normally takes a long �me to
plan. We usually start applying to
funding bodies in November. It takes
several months to book ar�sts and
infrastructure, and a lot depends on the
funding we have manged to secure.

Se�ng up the infrastructure takes a
whole day. NCP staff work long hours
before and during the event to ensure
that everything is delivered correctly.
And when it's all over, the take-down
normally takes several hours. It's
fascina�ng to watch it all go away,
leaving a clean town centre, park or,
this year, green! Birmingham City
Council parks department give us great
support too.

What do Northfield businesses think of
it?

Local businesses have been really
suppor�ve. We encourage them to get
involved and we've received some
lovely feedback. For example, this year,
one local business owner wrote, "This
has been the best four days we have
ever seen in the town centre. Not one
unhappy face and a fantas�c
atmosphere. [...] These guys deserve a
medal for what they do for the
community."

How many people a�ended this year?

Believe it or not, over 6,000 people
a�ended the Kings Norton event and
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around 10,000 over the four days in
Northfield. This year, we beat our daily
record and had an amazing 4,567
people in Northfield on Dino Day.

Why do you think it's so popular?

I think there are a number of reasons.
One that it's free. We also try to make it
as accessible as we can for all members
of the community. For instance, this
year, we laid on a free bus to ensure
that people could get there easily. We

know our community and listen to the
feedback they give us. If necessary, we
modify the way we deliver the event in
response. We engage with local people
on a daily basis, and we use our contact
opportuni�es to ensure that the event
is marketed widely through local
stakeholders and schools.

Does it get much media a�en�on?

The beach has been covered several
�mes by the local and na�onal press
and has appeared on BBC's "Ill-Go�en
Gains" programme. Midlands Today has
even broadcast the weather forecast
from our beach!

Why did you decide to bring it to Kings
Norton?

We have been based at Saint Nicolas'
Place only since April 2021. We were
unsure if any community events would
take place this year because of the
Covid restric�ons, but when we got the
news that restric�ons would li� during
the summer, we realised that we would
be able to go ahead. People, especially
children and families, needed to be able
to experience some normality again and
to have fun! And both beaches did feel
like a sort of return to normality. It was
a joy to watch children playing together
again, something so simple but so
necessary that we took for granted
before the pandemic. When we
discovered that we would be able to
apply for funding to do one beach this
year, I thought, "Why not do two?" We
had just moved into the new premises
on The Green and it was an ideal
opportunity to showcase Kings Norton,
Saint Nicolas' Place and the new
partnerships which we are establishing
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there. We also wanted to bring Kings
Norton South and North together as
one whole community.

How would you rate the success of the
first Kings Norton Beach?

From the day on which we received our
funding confirma�on we had only a
month to organise it. Because of Covid
restric�ons, it was very last minute. To
be honest, we were very apprehensive
on the day we were se�ng it up. We
didn’t know if people would a�end. We
had sleepless nights worrying about
whether we would meet our targets.
And so we were over the moon when,
on the first day, families started to
appear at 10 o'clock in the morning.
We could all breathe a sigh of relief
and, from then on, it felt as if we had
won the community's backing. For a
first-�me event, I think it was a huge
success. I mean, we welcomed more
than 6,000 people onto The Green over
a four day period.

Did you get much feedback from local
people in Kings Norton this year?

We undertake lots of evalua�on during
the events through conversa�ons and
wri�en evalua�on forms. The feedback
we received from all involved this year
was tremendous. Businesses and the
local community thanked us personally
through social media, phone calls,
le�ers and by popping in to see us at
Saint Nicolas' Place.

Did the Kings Norton experience give
you any good ideas for the future?

It was great to see The Green buzzing
with people and the atmosphere was

brilliant. The Green lends itself really
well to community events and it was
stunning to see it used as a beach. We
are working on an event for Christmas
with the Farmers' Market, so watch this
space!

Are you planning to come to Kings
Norton next year?

Yes we are! We really hope that we will
be able to deliver Kings Norton Beach
next summer and applica�ons for
funding will start very soon.
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In the enthusiasm for preparing for a
wonderful display during the Summer it is
easy to forget the Autumn. Now that the
pelargoniums have been cleared from their
containers and summer-flowering perennials
have been cut back and tidied up, it can be
easy to look up at the Autumn tints in the
trees and think, “Well, that's it for the year.”
On the contrary, there can be gentle colours
in your flower beds unmatched at any other
time of the year. Here are eight hardy
perennials which wont let you down:

1 Japanese Anemone. In shades of pink and

white forming healthy
clumps, these beauties
should have the dead
foliage cut down in the
early spring. Anemone
Honorine Jobert is a
stunning plant. Unfussy
about soil, it produces its
white single flowers well in
to the Autumn

2 Perennial Asters (now
known as Symphitrychon)
will produce their starry
blue-pink flowers in
abundance until the first
frosts. Hence the other
name, Michaelmas Daisies.

3 The late pollinators like
the Peacock Butterfly will
thank you for growing
Sedums. A particularly
good one is Sedum
“Autumn Joy”. Being quite
tall, this is best kept for the
back of the border.

4 Salvias are increasing in
popularity for their free-
flowering nature and for
their clear colours. Late-
flowering “Amistad” (left) is
another tall grower for the
back of the border and its

ADAM THE GARDENER

Is October a Dead Month
in your Garden?

SALVIA AMISTAD
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flowers are a rich, clear
purple.

5 Echinaciae or the Cone
flowers are very reliable
but, like most of these
perennials, will appreciate
a mulch of dead leaves
once the old stems have
been trimmed down for the
winter. Deep frosts are not
so common these days but
you never know!

6 Nerine bowdenii is a
hardy bulbiferous perennial
producing pink clusters of
wavy-edged flowers on the
end of tall stems in late
Autumn. The flower stems
grow rapidly and it's
always a surprise to see
them year upon year.

7 Good old Rudbeckia or
“Black eyed Susan” is great
and should not be missed
out with its yellow daisies
and, of course, their black
centre.

8 Last but not least, do try
Agastache “Giant Hyssop”
which now has an
increased range of coloured
flowers borne in spires until
the first frost and oblivious
of poor soils.

Lots of plants will continue
to flower into the winter
months if they are dead-
headed regularly. The
energy devoted to

producing seeds will then be channelled
into producing more flowers. Simple!

As a postscript, I can recommend that you
try late-flowering Gaillardia, now with a
whole new range of colours and not just the
old yellow and orange ones. They are
inclined to dry out when first planted so
keep the watering can handy. This is my
recommendation for plant of the month.

Now for our tree of the month. Photinia
“Red Robin” is becoming very popular and I
am seeing it more and more often as a
hedging plant, bushy shrub and even a
specimen tree. This evergreen bears shiny
green leaves all year round. The new spring
leaves are bright scarlet. It grows quite
rapidly but responds well to a bit of pruning,

NERINE BOWDENII
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which can be done with a pair of secateurs
to avoid cutting individual leaves as
recommended by the first TV gardener Percy
Thrower. If you prefer not to take this advice
and to use shears, the Red Robin won't mind
and will soon recover. There is a variegated
form and even one called “Pink Crispy” with
pink new leaves. I do recommend Red Robin
for an interesting and attractive hedge. Down
with the Spanish Laurel! Incidentally, Red
Robin should not be chewed by ruminants as
it produces hydrogen cyanide so keep it
away from your herd of Park Cattle.

We have lost about 95% of the nation's
permanent pasture land in about twenty
years and this has had a dire effect on the
number and variety of insects. As a result,
small mammals have suffered, and so on up
the food chain. There is a beautiful stretch

of parkland near to where I
live and the owners have
been persuaded to dedicate
quite a big area of it to wild
flowers. I will be discussing
how we can all create our
own pollinator-friendly areas
next month. In the
meantime, I must deal with
the vigorous evergreen
which was planted far too
close to our garden room
foundations!

Happy gardening.

A PHOTINIA RED ROBIN HEDGE WITH RED & GREEN FOLIAGE



Oh good! The Kings Norton
Parish Magazine has arrived –
in Hessle. "Where is that?" you
ask. It is a place near Hull in
the East Riding of Yorkshire.
"Why is the magazine in
Hessle?"

Well, the Community of the
Holy Name recently moved
there from its convent in
Derby. I first started reading
your magazine in the home of
the Reverend Jayne Crooks'
parents when the CHN had a
small house in Peterborough.
Then I moved back to Derby
and afterwards to Hessle and
each month the magazine
followed me!

Now it’s not just me and one
other sister who can enjoy it
but another 15 sisters. One of
them asked "What happens

when we have read it?" It’s put in the recycling
bin. "Can I send in to a friend in Malvern as it’s
so interesting?"

Peterborough, Derby, Hessle, Malvern! I wonder
where else your amazing magazine travels and
overshadows?

Recently the Archbishop of York visited us. In a
short homily he spoke of shadows and
overshadowing. The reading had been Acts
5:12-16.

He asked us to reflect on shadow and
overshadowing in the Bible. He spoke of how, if
we look into the light, our shadow stretches
further beyond and behind our physical body,
touching we know not who. He felt that our job
as a community and as Christians is to gaze on
Christ, who is the Light, and allow our shadow
to touch others.

Your magazine, in a special way, is casting a
long shadow with its wide, encompassing,
Christian message. Thank you.

SISTER MONICA C.H.N.

PHOTO BY JAMES WHEELER





▼SHEEP
SHEARING AT
THE TOTNES &
DISTRICT SHOW
IN DEVON.

PHOTO BY DAVID ASH
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On 9th May 2021 at the
Annual Church Meeting of
Immanuel Church, a
unanimous decision was taken
to unite the congregation with
that of St Nicolas' Church.

On Sunday 29th August,
Immanuel Church members
came together for the last
time at a special service with
a number of its previous
members and clergy to
celebrate and give thanks for
the church’s 45 years in Kings
Norton. Together, we recalled
its ministry, from its early
beginning in Chaddersley
Road on the Wychall Estate to
the Fairway Day Centre and
then to Saint Nicolas' Place
until March 2020.

It was absolutely wonderful to
see past members and clergy,
including the church’s founder
and first vicar, the Reverend
Chris Copeland.

The service was held in the
Ashford Hall at Saint Nicolas'
Place. Various individuals,
leaders and members, took a
trip down memory lane. There
was lots of lovely singing for
the 45 who had gathered on
this memorable occasion. The
Reverends Larry Wright, Rob
Morris, Jayne Crooks, Roger
Bristow, Chris Copeland,
David Eve and Gail Rogers all
shared memories and words
of encouragement.

Immanuel’s chalice and paten
were then formally handed
over to the Reverend Larry
Wright and, at the end of the
service, the service book was
signed for the last time. A
screen displayed a collection
of memorable photos of
people from Immanuel and
those attending were given a
specially-made bookmark to
take away with a prayer to
remind folks that Immanuel,
Jesus, "God with us", remains
with each person, wherever
they are.

On Sunday 12th September,
Immanuel’s banner will be
handed over in Saint Nicolas'

Celebrating
Immanuel Church
For everything there is a season, yet
there is always hope for better and
more exciting things to come.

FAY FEARON

FAY FEARON IS A
LAY READER ON
THE MINISTRY
TEAM OF KINGS
NORTON PARISH
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and the two congregations
will then be united. It has
been quite a journey for
Immanuel’s folks. And
although we are somewhat
sad to have reached the end of
this part of our journey, it
continues as we gather to
work and worship together as
God’s children.

We give thanks for all those
who have shared the journey
with us over these 45 years,
for all their love, prayers and
support and for those who are
no longer with us. Here, I
must mention the lovely Beryl
Wilkes, who sadly passed
away on 1st August 2021, and
who would have been the
oldest surviving member. She
was part of the original little
group which formed the
church at Wychall Lane along
with the Reverends Chris
Copeland, Mary Hudson,

Reader Betty Joiner and
others.

I must end on a personal note,
giving thanks to each and
every one who has been
alongside me during my 41
years of worshipping at
Immanuel, which has been a
sort of home church for me. I
give God thanks for Florence
Davis, the godly lady (now
gone home to glory) who
guided me to Wychall Lane
Church, as it then was; for the
Reverend David Eve, who
made me feel so welcome
when I first stepped through
the doors; and for those, past
and present, too many to
mention here, who helped to
steer my faith and ministry
along a deeper and more
spiritual path in my journey
with Christ. The journey
continues with thankfulness,
prayer and much hope.

↑Members of
Immanuel
Church’s
congregation
in May 2018

PHOTO BY DAVID ASH
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As the world braces itself for an influx of
people fleeing Afghanistan in the wake of the
Taliban coup, it is a timely opportunity to look
at the real effect of immigrants and refugees
on a country. So often these people are
demonised and scapegoated by the media and
politicians as a distraction from underlying
domestic problems or to make political capital
out of voter fears.

According to a recent survey, almost one in
three Europeans feels that “refugees are more
to blame for crime than other groups”, while
those who believe that “refugees will increase
the likelihood of terrorism” is almost double
that.

The study of immigrants and violence often
focuses on the likely opportunities and
motives of migrants to commit violence, and
the effect on a country’s crime level. But the
latest research conducted by my colleague and
me took a different approach, looking at the
number of refugees welcomed by a country as
a measure of national compassion.

Our analysis showed that
countries in Europe and
North America that treat
refugees with compassion
and accept them in greater
numbers are likely to have
lower murder rates. Put
simply, compassion towards
refugees is not linked to
greater risk of violent crime.

The study concentrated on
the period from 2014 to 2017
when almost 2 million
migrants – many from the
Middle East – tried to find
asylum in EU countries,
marking the worst crisis of
its kind since the Second
World War.

We looked at countries that
were able to prevent
refugees from simply
marching in. In these

TIMO KIVIMÄKI
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countries, refugee flows
reflect political choices and
asylum policies rather than
the inability to prevent
massive influxes at the
border. This means our focus
was not on countries like
Lebanon, Kenya or Turkey,
but rather on Europe and
North America.

According to UN statistics,
Ukraine, the US and
Lithuania are in the worst
position for murder with
more than five murders per
100,000 people per year and
more than six in the case of
Ukraine. Belarus, Estonia,
Latvia, Albania and Hungary
have more than two
homicides per 100,000
people per year. All these
countries received fewer
refugees per population than
the average European or
North American country.

The three states that
received the greatest
number of refugees per
population were Germany,
Malta and Sweden, all of
which are among the least
violent countries in the west.

Only three countries –
Poland, Czech Republic and
Slovenia – have low numbers
of refugees and low levels of
homicides. But there are no
examples of countries with
generous asylum policies and
high levels of violent crime.

The link revealed by the study between
openness to refugees and low levels of violent
crime is not related to refugees’ peaceable
natures or other characteristics. Rather, I
believe it is more about the characteristics of
the host country that welcomes them, or not.

Our study worked on the basis that valuing
human life motivates the desire to save
refugees from the dangers of war. At the same
time, it assumes that such appreciation also
strengthens moral and motivational obstacles
to violence.

I argue that this respect for life implies a
willingness to rescue rather than persecute.
The fact that the murder rate and the number
of refugees are negatively correlated provides
evidence that the effect of this ethos on host
populations is greater than any potentially
destabilising effect of refugee flows.

The political consequences of this finding
could be significant as the Afghan crisis grows.
Afghan refugees do not constitute as great a
danger as the attitude that leads to the
rejection or reluctance to take on refugees. If
we accept the evidence that showing
compassion and openness to refugees does
not put people of host countries in danger,
some of the deep political divides that
characterise debates on asylum seekers could
be lessened.

This article is republished from The Conversation
under a Creative Commons license.

TIMO A KIVIMÄKI IS PROFESSOR OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, LEADER
OF THE RESEARCH CLUSTER ON
CONFLICT AND SECURITY, UNIVERSITY
OF BATH
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If you cannot find what you are looking for here, you will probably find it on the Parish
Website (www.kingsnorton.org.uk). Alterna�vely, please ask ques�ons at the Parish
Office, which is open between 10.00 am and 1.00 pm, Monday to Friday.

81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B38 8RU • parishoffice@kingsnorton.org.uk
0121 458 3289 • www.facebook.com/kingsnortonteam
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W e are a Church of England Parish serving all in
Kings Norton through St Nicolas’ Parish Church,

and, in partnership with the Methodist Church, through
Hawkesley Church, meeting in the Primary Academy.

1st Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (Children’s ac�vity : Muddy Church)
12.00 Bap�sms
6.00 pm Taizé Prayer

3rd Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Holy Communion (Children’s ac�vity : Godly Play)
12.00 Bap�sms
6.00 pm Evening Worship

2nd Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Sung Ma�ns (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Morning Praise for All Ages (Child-friendly)
6.00 pm Holy Communion with Anoin�ng & Prayer for Healing

4th Sunday of the Month
9.00 am Holy Communion with Choir (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30 am Outdoor Service in St Nicolas’ Churchyard (Child-friendly)
6.00 pm Compline (Night Prayer)

5thSunday of the Month
10.30 am United Service

All services are held at St Nicolas’ Church. For further details, see the
weekly newsletter on the Parish Website at www.kingsnorton.org.uk

We believe that the church in Kings Norton exists to be a
worshipping, transforming partnership in Christ, to live
out God’s radical hospitality for all and to be equipped for

work in God’s world
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Sometimes, if I am struggling
to think of topic to write
about for the magazine, I will
ask someone to pick a topic
for me. On other occasions, I
use an online subject
generator which gives you a
selection of random (or
supposedly random) subjects
and you can keep refreshing
your choices until you find one
that catches your eye. There
are several online options but
that one that I used today
turned out to provide the
topic, even if it was not so
random.

"Giants" came up several
times as did "gypsies" and
bizarrely "pineapples" and
"typewriters". Of course,
those weren’t the ones which
sparked an idea. For me, it
was "zeppelins" and
"hippopotamuses" that
caught my eye.

Zeppelins sent me off at a
tangent thinking about my
dad and airships, in particular
the R100 and the R101. His
Majesty's Airship R101 was
headed for Karachi, then part

of India, when it crashed in
France.

My father was on duty at the
RAF base in Karachi when the
message came through about
the destruction of the R101
which killed almost all those
on board. In fact, he had a
copy of the telegram which he
had taken at the time,
knowing that this would be a
historic event. This story told
by my father along with the
novels of Nevil Shute, who
was involved in the design of
the R100 along with Barnes
Wallis, the man who later
designed the ‘bouncing bomb’
used in the Dambusters' raids,
fuelled my interest in aviation,
which continues today.

The word ‘hippopotamus’
sent me off in another
direction entirely. I used to
collect all things
hippopotamus, and still have
many around my house. The
collection is stored away
these days as it takes up a lot
of room and requires too
much dusting! That set me off
wondering about collections.

PAULINE IS
THE LAY
MINISTER AT
ST NICOLAS’
CHURCH,
KINGS
NORTON

Pauline finds a creative route out of writer’s block while
reminiscing about childhood collections.

PAULINEWEAVER

Of Zeppelins & Hippos



Kings Norton Parish Magazine 27

As a child I collected stamps,
half-heartedly it must be said,
and first day covers,
encouraged by my brother.
Then, of course, there were
the tea cards with the
booklets to keep them in. I'm
not sure what happened to
them. I wonder what you
collected as a child or if you
collect something now? I
wonder if you still have your
childhood collection? Do write
and tell us!

I also wondered if children still
collect things; or has the
world moved on? Saving
things like seashells and
plastic toys from cereal
packets may be somewhat
frowned upon today. Football

cards and, more recently,
Pokemon cards, even Lego
cards have been popular but
tend to be more of a fad than
a real collection. In fact,
sometimes I think the adults
are more excited than the
children. I do know children
who still collect random
things: pinecones was one,
sticks another.

So, the subject
generator has
sent me off on
strange
ramblings. What
would you like
me to write
about?

▲THE R101 AT
ITS MOORING
MAST AT
CARDINGTON IN
BEDFORDSHIRE.
AFTER THE
CRASH IN
OCTOBER 1930,
ALL WORK ON
AIRSHIPS
STOPPED IN
BRITAIN.

PUBLIC DOMAIN
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St Nicolas' Church has an
immense churchyard, one of the
largest in the whole of the
Birmingham conurbation. Those
readers who know it may
occasionally have wondered
whether any of its occupants
have achieved particular
notability beyond the
boundaries of the parish.

Actually, in terms of significant
people buried at St Nicolas',
there is no-one “famous” in the
sense that modern-day media
might use the term, but there
are a number of individuals who
were outstanding in their own
field and line of work and were
influential well beyond the
parish boundaries.

Perhaps the most notable is
Thomas Hall, a priest of the
parish who was also the Master
of Kings Norton Grammar
School when it achieved
national prominence during the
17th Century. He has been the
subject of a number of articles
in this magazine, and another
one is planned, so let’s look
beyond him.

William Hamperwas so
respected and admired in his
time that admirers
commissioned a marble bust of
him which is now housed in the
archives of the Library of
Birmingham. His family vault,
marked by a large monument, is
located just to the north (the
city side) of the church tower.
William was born in Birmingham
in 1776, and brought up to run
his father’s brass-founding
business, but those plans were
not realised; rather, he became
one of Britain’s leading
historians and a fellow of the
Society of Antiquaries. He was
described by a contemporary as
“beyond comparison the ablest
and most accomplished
antiquary (historian) whom our
city can boast”.

William was a man of many
talents, counting published
poetry, musical composition
and performance within his list
of achievements. He was able to
speak and write Anglo-Saxon
fluently, was familiar with
medieval Latin and was among
"the best Runic scholars" of the
early 19th century. Runes were
mysterious symbols and letters

MICHAEL KENNEDY

Churchyard Notables

MICHAEL
WRITES
REGULARLY
ON LOCAL
HISTORY

Kings Norton luminaries who left their mark
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from the earliest German
alphabet, before the use of
Latin largely replaced them.

He also travelled the country
studying churches and other
ancient buildings at a time when
little was known about
historical architecture. He had
exceptional drawing skills: from
1804 to 1812 he drewmany
churches and other ancient
buildings and wrote a
description of each, including
one of St Nicolas’ in Kings
Norton, which was published in
1807. That drawing of our
church, together with one of
the Old Grammar School has
been an important document
for historians to study ever
since. William’s drawings of
Kenilworth Castle received
"high praise" from the great
author Sir Walter Scott and

helped inspire Scott in writing
his classic romance novel,
Kenilworth.

His greatest public work,
however, is "The Life, Diary, and
Correspondence of Sir William
Dugdale", published in 1827.
Dugdale was a 17th century
royal diarist of the English Civil
Wars and a forefather of the
study of medieval history.
Though Sir William is now
largely forgotten, William’s
biography of him was significant
most of all because of the great
depth and the academic
thoroughness it represented at
the time, which were in advance
of most historic works. Copies
of the book now command high
prices.

William Hamper died at the age
of 54 in 1831 and was buried in

▲THE
HAMPER
FAMILY
MEMORIAL
(CENTRE) ON
THE NORTH
SIDE OF ST
NICOLAS’
CHURCH

PHOTO BY DAVID ASH
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the family vault in our
churchyard. This was a vault
commissioned by his father and
mother, Thomas and Elizabeth,
who lived in Kings Norton.
William lies alongside his wife,
Jane, who died in 1829. The
monument above the vault
stands on a wide stone base
that was originally surrounded
by an ornamental iron railing.
On the base is a tall stone
classical column supporting
plaques to the memory of
William, his wife and parents.
On the north face (the city side,
visible on the previous page),
the plaque reads: "William
Hamper Esq. fellow of the
Society of Antiquaries and one
of the Justices of the Peace for
the County of Warwick and
Worcester. Died 3rd May 1831.
Aged 54 years. Jane the wife of
William Hamper Esq. died 6th
June 1829. Aged 58 years." On

top of the monument is a
classical urn.

Although it was not regarded as
one of his major achievements,
William apparently had another
noteworthy achievement. He
compiled a list of no less than
140 ways of spelling the word
Birmingham! It was published
subsequently in a book by John
Alfred Langford entitled "A
Century of Birmingham Life".

To the north side of the church,
beneath the surface, there is
also a vault for another very
significant local notable, John
Taylor and his family. The vault
was built under the old church
vestry, which once stood on the
north side of the current
chancel, long since replaced by
the current vestry at the other
end of the church.

John Taylor was an important
Birmingham industrialist as the
local rural economy moved into
the industrial era, playing a

◄SIR WILLIAM
HAMPER’S
BUST IN THE
LIRARY OF
BIRMINGHAM

“
“Taylor senior co-
founded the bank,
Taylor and Lloyds,
which still trades

today as Lloyds Bank,
one of the foremost
banks in the world.
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major role in the development
of button-making This was an
industry for which Birmingham
became a major national centre,
providing livelihoods for
hundreds, if not thousands of
people across the city and
particularly in the Kings Norton
area. For many years, they
produced buttons at home on a
piecework basis before the
advent of factories. It was an
international business, with
exports of artistic gilt buttons
to the style-conscious gentry of
North America a major element.
John’s father, also called John,
had built a great fortune in
Birmingham by making buttons,
black-lacquered and gilt snuff
boxes during the 18th century.
In 1765 Taylor senior co-founded
the bank, Taylor and Lloyds,
which still trades today as
Lloyds Bank, one of the
foremost banks in the world.

John Taylor, his son, pictured
below, used part of that fortune
to buy Moseley Hall and
extensive parts of Yardley. He
also bought from the crown the
"great manor" of Kings Norton,
for the sum of £7,568. This
meant that the connection of
the parish with royal ownership
came to an end, though it was
still permitted to keep the
"Kings" element of its name.
John Taylor the second was,
from 1804, Lord of the Manor of
Kings Norton. It was this John
Taylor who commissioned the
large family vault under the old
vestry. He died in 1814 and is
buried there.

The author is grateful to local
historian and writer James
Melling for much of the
information in this article.

◄JOHN
TAYLOR
SENIOR,
C.1750.
PORTRAIT IN
THE
POSSESSION
OF LLOYDS
BANK,
LONDON.

▼JOHN TAYLOR JUNIOR, BY
THOMAS GAINSBOROUGH,
1778.
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However, I’ve been beaten to the off as there
are two erected already! One is outside
Norwich Cathedral, where her remains were
reburied in 1919. The other is in London, near
St. Martin-in-the-Fields. Edith Cavell is
someone I should have loved to meet, to talk
to about her faith, her vocation and her deep,
all-consuming commitment to her staff and
patients. I suspect, though, that she might
have found me an annoying timewaster! I
admire her so much, but I recognise that she
was single-minded and devoted to her work.
She did not suffer fools gladly.

October can be a beautiful month. Startlingly
beautiful, low sun highlighting golden red,
yellow and orange-leaved trees, the turning
of the year towards winter, and a looking
forward to spring and new life. Advent and
Christmas are hastily approaching on the
horizon. But it can also be a damp, dark
month of rapidly shortening days and long
evenings.

There is one particularly sombre anniversary
in October. At 7.00 am on 12th October 1915,
Nurse Edith Cavell was executed by firing
squad in Brussels alongside four Belgian
nationals.

Edith Louisa Cavell was born
in Swardeston, Norfolk, on
4th December 1865. Her
father, the Reverend
Frederick Cavell, was an
Anglican clergyman there
for 45 years. Edith was
devoted to her father and
her mother, Louisa, and her
three younger siblings,
Florence, Mary and John.
She was educated at
Norwich High School for
Girls, then at boarding
school. (By the way, the
name Cavell is pronounced
Cá-ville not Ca-véll.)

As was common with
educated, single, penniless
young women, she became
a governess, including for a
family in Brussels. She

THELMA MITCHELL

LIVES TO BE SAVED

THELMA MITCHELL IS LEAD
CHAPLAIN AT BOURNVILLE

COLLEGE

If you could choose someone to have
a statue erected to, who might it be?
There are very few statues of women
so, for me, it would have to be Edith
Cavell.
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returned home to nurse her
seriously ill father. After his
recovery, she knew that her
vocation was to become a
nurse.

There is a tenuous local
connection here. At the age
of 30, Edith was accepted at
the London Hospital where
she trained under the
fearsome matron Eva
Luckes. Luckes had been
trained by Florence
Nightingale who was, in
turn, trained by the founder
of the Anglican Community
of St. John the Divine, better
known as the "Call the
Midwife" sisters. The
community relocated to
Birmingham in the 1960’s,
where they have been very
active since.

Eva Luckes was constantly
critical of Edith, for
unexplained reasons. To test
her, in 1897 the fully trained
Edith was sent to assist the
local community in
Maidstone during an
outbreak of typhoid. Edith
went without complaint,
although it was a dangerous
mission. Some who had
gone before her had died of
typhoid. Such was her skill
and caring devotion to the
town, and the number of
lives saved, that she and her
staff were awarded the
Maidstone medal by the
local council.

In 1907, Edith was asked to be the matron of a
new nursing school in Ixelles, Brussels,
primarily to provide a disciplined training in
nursing for young women. Until the mid-
nineteenth century, nursing was not regarded
as a profession or a respectable way of life.
The character of the dissolute, sloppy and
perpetually drunk nurse Mrs. Gamp as
portrayed by Charles Dickens in "Martin
Chuzzlewit", exemplifies the stereotype of
untrained and incompetent nurses before the
reforms of campaigners like Florence
Nightingale.

As Edith’s had been, the training at the
Belgian School of Nursing was tough, with
long hours and iron discipline. There was a
zero-tolerance approach towards mistakes or
less-than-perfect work. In their first years, the
women were treated as skivvies, washing,

PUBLIC
DO
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AIN



sluicing, scrubbing and polishing. These were
tests of character. Those who survived and
qualified tended later to treat their
subordinates in the same way. Edith was
considered a hard but fair task mistress.
Within three years she was head of a band of
dedicated women. They worked in a house on
a number of levels, carrying patients to
surgery up and down floors round narrow,
winding stairways. Edith launched a nursing
journal. Later, she encouraged the creation of
other schools of nursing across Belgium by
nurses she had trained. By the outbreak of
World War One, the hospital at Ixelles had
relocated to a more suitable building.

Edith would take leave for the month of
August each year. She would return to her
family in Norfolk, spending time with her
sisters and brother, some close friends and her
nieces and nephews. She would take her
widowed mother to the seaside where they
spent quiet, amicable days together. Louisa
understood and supported Edith’s faith and
commitment to her vocation and so valued
this precious time spent with her daughter.

On 2nd August 1914, Germany declared war on
Russia, invaded Luxembourg, and began

moving troops through
Belgium. Edith hated leaving
her aged mother but
nonetheless sailed back to
Ostend on the last ferry to
depart from Dover for the
Continent. She returned to
Ixelles, to her staff, to her
vital work. On 4th August,
Germany invaded Belgium.
She was now an enemy alien
in a war zone. For the
following months, Edith and
her staff nursed anyone
wounded who arrived at the
hospital. She did not ask if
they were British, Dutch,
Belgian, French or German.
There was a local network to
help the British and others to
get away, however, back to
their units or even back to
Britain. This honest, law-
abiding Christian nurse chose
compassion over self-
preservation. She declared
that, "Nothing but physical
impossibility, lack of space and
money would make me close

CAVELL (SEATED CENTRE) WITH A GROUP OF MULTINATIONAL STUDENT NURSES WHOM SHE TRAINED IN BRUSSELS
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my doors to Allied refugees. I
can’t stop while there are lives
to be saved."

Her activities soon came to
the notice of the German
commanders in Brussels. On
3rd August 1915, she was
arrested, not for espionage,
as is commonly thought, but
for war treason, even though
she was not a German citizen.
Her trial was held in French,
but recorded in German, with
all the possibilities for
unchecked mistranslation. No
copy was given to her lawyer.
She refused to wear her
nursing uniform in case it
brought down retribution on
her staff at the hospital. She
was found guilty of aiding
British and other enemy
soldiers to cross the Dutch
border, a country at war with
Germany. No mention was
made of the German soldiers
she had nursed. The death
penalty was pronounced.

The British government did
nothing to assist her,
declaring itself helpless under
the circumstances. It has to
be considered that they
callously calculated that her
execution would be a
martyrdom, which would, in
particular, bring the
Americans into the war on
the side of the British allies.
When her death, and the
manner of it, was reported
across the world, Canadian,
Anzac and Indian forces

immediately sent large numbers of troops to
the assist the war effort, followed later by the
Americans.

The Anglican chaplain in Brussels, an Irishman
whose nationality allowed him to remain in the
post, stayed with Edith through the night,
giving her Holy Communion before she was led
away. She had washed her cup and plate and
made her bed before she walked to the field of
execution.

On the eve of her execution, she wrote,
"Standing, as I do, in view of God and of
eternity, I realise that patriotism is not enough. I
must have no hatred or bitterness towards
anyone."

Her best biography, I think, is by Diana
Souhami, called simply "Edith Cavell",
published by Quercus. I can recommend it. In
it, Edith Cavell becomes a fully-rounded human
being, a woman of tremendous Christian faith.
There are many little anecdotes, such as the
ferociousness of the dog she adopted, who
would only behave for her! She was not always
easy to be with, but definitely one to be
admired, to take inspiration from. She is
considered to be an Anglican saint whose
feast day is marked on 12th October.

Now I need to think of someone else to erect a
statue to. Meanwhile, I leave you with her
moving final words in a letter to her nurses.

"I have no fear or shrinking. I have seen death so
often that it is not strange or fearful to me.
Think of me as a nurse who tried to do her duty.
My love to you all. I am not afraid but quite
happy.

Your devoted Matron, Edith Cavell"

Perhaps we could quietly remember her on
12th October as one of the saints of God.
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When I received the August
edition of this magazine, I sat
looking at the front cover:
memories flooded in of
standing on Kings Norton
station platform waiting for
the nine-something morning
train to take me to
Birmingham New Street, from
there the 9.45 to Nottingham
where I had half an hour to
buy coffee and sandwiches. It

was a long walk with my
lunch and suitcase to
platform two for the
Skegness train. Boston was
my final stop, where I caught
the bus back to my home
village. This was my journey
several times a year and I
waited on Kings Norton
platform in summer warmth,
winter chill, gusting winds...
but I don't recollect much rain.

Photographs like these are
snapshots of moments in time.
We all have them: on mobile
phones, stored on computers,
on discs, in our cameras, in
albums or storage boxes. I still
have collections of slides with
a viewer and projector. Going
back further, I have my
father's glass slides taken
around the 1930s. All these
pictures are pieces of our
histories. Some we frame and
put on display to remind us of
people, places and events
precious to us.

Memories awaken inner
feelings and it's good if they
evoke happiness or a sense of
contentment. We like to
remember weddings, young
families, holidays, parties,
presentations, the beauty of
nature. When our sons were
teenagers aged 15 and 17, they
decided to cycle from Lands
End to John O'Groats. They
each took a friend and my
husband and I were the
backup team for the venture.
When I recall those days of

ANGELA BRADY
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travelling, the boys pedalling
from one campsite to the
next, and my husband and I
putting up tents and pumping
airbeds, cooking on little
stoves, washing, shopping
through those thirteen days, I
think back in amazement. We
actually did it and raised a few
hundred pounds for Mencap.
There were a couple of near
accidents along the way and a
few wheel repairs, but I
happily think of a sunny
evening in Scotland after a
long ride, a shower and a good
meal. We found a piece of
wood and an old ball, made
makeshift stumps and played
our own version of cricket. Of
course, my memories of this
event will be different from
those of my sons and their
friends and put in all those
long hours of pedalling.

it wasn't just the picture of the
station platform which stirred
me to write this article, but
also a conversation I had over
the phone with my older
sister. We were recollecting

films we had seen together in
the cinema in our teens. In the
early 1950s, she took me to
see "Rock Around the Clock"
at a time when Teddy Boys
were reported to have
vandalised some cinemas. We
enjoyed the film with no
problems. Those were the
days when we could buy our
tickets in the early afternoon
and sit through a continuous
performance, viewing the
main film three times, the
support feature twice and
Pathé News in between. We
emerged after 10.00 pm, all
for 1s 6d. (That's 7¹⁄� pence in
today's money. Editor).

I was still in primary school for
our Queen's Coronation in
1953. I shared with my sister
how my class went to the
cinema to see the film of the
Coronation and the Ascent of
Everest, both in colour. She
said she remembered how our
grandparents bought their
first TV set so that we and the
neighbours could watch the
Coronation on the day. I
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question this. On June 2nd 1953 we had a holiday from
school and I sat with our mum listening to the Coronation
proceedings on the wireless. I recollect our grandparents
buying their first TV when I was around 12 or 13 and we
crammed into the living room with aunt, uncle and three
cousins to watch a cup final. I wonder who was right, my
sister or me?

Our memories can be dubious. Once, when asked, "What is
your earliest memory?" I replied "Being pushed to school in
a pushchair by my mother who was called back into
teaching during World War II." I was around two years old
and stayed with her class during the mornings. I can
remember sitting in a desk. Whether this is an actual
memory, or perhaps a picture lodged in my mind from what
mum told me, I don't know.

I'm thinking of Jesus' disciples and followers. The memories
were vital in producing the most renowned of books. They
gave a record of Jesus' life, his actions, his stories, his
instructions and wise words. But I wonder what else they
remembered about their journeying along dusty roads? Did
they enjoy banter, tell jokes, stub their toes on hard rocks?
Did anything make them chuckle with laughter?

After Jesus had risen and they joined him on the beach for
breakfast, what happened to the netful of fish they had
hauled ashore? Did local fish dealers hear of the catch and
come to put in their bids? If so, I hope some was passed on
to widows and poor families. Each disciple would recall from
his own perception, and they may not have agreed on the
details.

As I have been writing, I have paused now and then to look
at my surroundings. I have looked at my curtains, carpets,
furniture, pictures, ornaments, clothes, TV, telephone,
puzzle books, posters, pen, even my waste paper basket.
Each item produces a particular memory. Most remind me
of happy or pleasant times, a few reawaken pain or sorrow,
a reminder that life has not always been easy.

Life presents each of us with challenges and opportunities.
Memories help us as we travel our different paths.
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6th Aug Roger Joseph Charlesworth 76 In.CY

9th Aug Robert Charles Cox 67 SN.Bu.CY

10th Aug Lorna Clemmow 93 Cr.LH

11th Aug Doreen Daisy Parsons 89 In.CY

12th Aug Martin John O’Donnell 64 In.CY

12th Aug Michael John O’Donnell 77 In.CY

17 Aug Gladys Barbara Ryall 97 SN.Bu.KN

20th Aug Margaret Elizabeth Wills 86 In.CY

23rd Aug Margaret Townsend 92 Cr.LH

25th Aug Douglas Sansom 92 In.CY

Bu : Burial, Cr : Cremation, CY : Churchyard, In : Interment of Ashes,
SN : Service at St Nicolas’ Church
Cemeteries & Crematoria

KN : Kings Norton, LH : Lodge Hill

Funerals August 2021

Men’s Group
You are invited to the launch

of the Kings Norton

At 7.30 pm on Thursday 4th November.

Refreshments will be provided. The group will meet once a month, except
in December and August, and will provide a mixture of speakers, visits and
socialising in a relaxed atmosphere. The day of the week will vary to offer

as much variety as possible.

For more information, contact the Parish Office or a Churchwarden.
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O God our help in ages past, Our hope for years
to come.

I start this month with the first two lines of a
popular hymn which many of us will know. I
find these words so apt in these distressing
times of global warming, fires and storms, not
to mention impending war worldwide. I cannot
but ponder, as I am sure many of us do.

I have to confess that I do watch YouTube at
times, where I see videos of many events and
disasters around the world. It leads me to ask,
"Where are we going?" and to wonder what
hope we can have. Many of the places I see in
these videos are locations I visited over many
years during my seafaring days and the viewing
is often grim. I have encountered a few risky
and, perhaps, dangerous situations myself, but
I consider that I have been kept safe. I do
believe in guardian angels. Let me give you an
example from over 20 years ago in Amsterdam.

I was taking a weekend break in this interesting
city with two friends. We went clubbing one
evening and, if truth be told, we drank quite a
lot. My friend's partner became rather unwell
so he took her back to the hotel. I was inclined
to stay in the slightly sleazy club, where I had
struck up a conversation with a rather
"chummy" young Romanian couple who
insisted on buying me some schnapps. They
told me that they were going to a party and
asked me to go with them. As it was getting
towards closing time, they suggested we
should leave the club and said that they would

Guardian AngelsG A
EDDIE MATTHEWS

Kings Norton’s
favourite
ancient
mariner tells a
tale of angelic
protection.
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meet me outside. The
supposed party venue was
only a short walk away.

As I got to the club's exit, a
taxi drew up and a person got
out. I suddenly had the most
compelling feeling that I had
to get into that cab. So I did,
and returned to the hotel. On
sober reflection the following
day, and after talking to my
friend, I realised that I had very
probably been in danger, for I
would almost certainly have
been robbed by those
"chummy" Romanians. They
had clearly not wanted us to
be seen leaving the club

together. It was so obvious in
retrospect.

As I write, I am following the
news stories of the terrible
situation developing in
Afghanistan, especially at
Kabul Airport. I hope and pray
that guardian angels will look
after the poor children who
are experiencing such
traumatic events and whose
young lives are in such danger.
As we remember the words of
the hymn with which I started,
let us also pray for Covid to
subside and for climate change
to be tackled with seriousness
by all nations.
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▲AN ANGEL
KEEPS WATCH
OVER THE
CASTEL SANT’
ANGELO
(HADRIAN’S
MAUSOLEUM)
IN ROME.
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE
The contents of this magazine are
copyright © Kings Norton Team Parish
2021 and may not be reproduced in any
form without the written permission of
the Editor. The views, opinions and
comments expressed in these pages are
not necessarily those of the editorial
team of the Kings Norton Parish
Magazine, the Kings Norton Parish
Ministry Team or its staff. Material
submitted for publication must be
accompanied by the name and contact
details of the provider including an
email address if available. When
possible, submissions will be produced
in full, but the Editor reserves the right
to make changes. If content submitted
for publication contains quotations
from other sources, the written
permission of the copyright holder to
reprint it must be supplied.
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